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Tangen discerns glimmer of hope 
for ANILCA in surprising quarter

Setting the standard
Teck continues to be recognized for its commitment to sustainable mining

By SHANE LASLEY
Mining News

While tough market conditions are forcing min-ing companies to tighten their belts, TeckResources Ltd. does not see maintaining responsibleand environmentally sound operations as an area inwhich it can afford to trim its budget.
That commitment has propelled the diversifiedminer onto the Dow Jones Sustainability World Indexfor six years running, ranking it among the top 10percent of the 2,500 largest companies in the S&PGlobal Broad Market Index.
“We know that the success

of our business is dependent on
our ability to develop resources
in a way that is responsible and
sustainable for communities
and the environment,” Teck
Resources President and CEO
Don Lindsay said. “That is
why we continue to integrate
social, economic and environ-
mental performance into every
decision we make, even during
current challenging market
conditions.”

RobecoSAM, a sustainabil-
ity investing investment spe-
cialist hired by Dow Jones to
compile the index, gave Teck
high marks in sustaining biodi-
versity, asset closure manage-
ment, finding and keeping tal-
ented employees, and operational eco-efficiency.This recognition reflects many of the accomplish-ments that Teck outlined in its 2014 SustainabilityReport. Achievements highlighted in the report, pub-lished in June, include:

The strengthening of an endangered herd of 24caribou in northeastern British Columbia due to thebirth of nine calves through a maternal penning pro-gram supported by Teck; 
A 170,000-metric-ton reduction in greenhouse gasemissions at Teck operations as a result of programsimplemented since 2011; 
The recycling of 38,000 metric tons of waste atTeck operations; 
A 16 percent increase in the number of women inoperational and technical roles; and 
An approval from the Government of BritishColumbia for Teck’s Elk Valley Water Quality Plan,which featured collaboration with indigenous peo-ples, local communities, environmental organizationsand governments.
“As we have seen in the past year, Teck’s sustain-ability achievements, large and small, are an impor-tant part of our business performance,” said MarciaSmith, the company’s senior vice president, sustain-ability and external affairs.  
Dow Jones and RobecoSAM are not the onlyfirms recognizing Teck’s commitment to sustainabil-ity. 
Earlier this year, Corporate Knights Inc., aCanadian media group focused on sustainabledevelopment, ranked Teck among the “Global 100Most Sustainable Corporations” for a third consec-

utive year. 
Sustainalytics, a global sustainability research andanalysis firm, also put Teck on its list of the “Top 50Socially Responsible Corporations in Canada.”

Balance at Red Dog
While such recognition from prestigious globalorganizations such Dow Jones shines a spotlight onTeck’s sustainability achievements, it is the observa-tions of those most affected by the company’s miningoperations that give these efforts the most credibility.Northwest Arctic Borough Mayor Reggie Jouletold international delegates attending the Conferenceon Global Leadership in the Arctic (GLACIER con-ference) in Anchorage, that the Red Dog Mine inNorthwest Alaska is a prime example of sustainabledevelopment.

“We have the Red Dog Mine, where we haveworked to ensure the subsistence renewableresources are not sacrificed as we develop these non-renewable resources,” the Iñupiat leader said duringan opening speech.
Situated roughly 100 miles north of the ArcticCircle, Red Dog is among the largest zinc mines inthe world. 
In 1982, Cominco (now Teck) and Iñupiat-ownedNANA Regional Corp. signed a landmark agreementthat directs how the mine is operated and ensures sus-tainable benefits for the region and its people. A quarter century since the 1989 startup of opera-tions at Red Dog, the mine continues to be an eco-nomic engine for this remote Arctic region and servesas a positive example of indigenous people and min-ing companies working together.

“The Red Dog partnership has set the standard forhow resource development can create economicprosperity and opportunity while at the same timesupporting tradition, culture and heritage,” Teck CEOLindsay said during a 25th anniversary celebration atRed Dog.
While the Iñupiat are enjoying the economic ben-efits of being 30 percent owners of one of the world’stop zinc producers, they measure the success of thepartnership by the ability to hunt and gather the foodsthat have sustained them in Northwest Alaska formillennia. 
“We have learned with diligence and oversightthat you can balance resource development and stillhave the animals and the fish and the plants flourish,”said Joule. l

DON LINDSAY

REGGIE JOULE

Pretium secures cash to develop Brucejack
Pretium Resources Inc. Sept. 16 said it has secured aUS$540 million construction financing package with the OrionMine Finance Group and Blackstone Tactical Opportunities.The financing, which provides for immediate access toUS$340 million at closing, will fund a substantial portion ofthe costs to develop an underground mine at Pretium’sBrucejack gold project in Northwest British Columbia. “TheOrion and Blackstone deal has successfully met our objectivesto fund the construction of an underground mine at Brucejackunder terms that are competitive (and) flexible, and that protectBrucejack’s upside for our shareholders,” said Pretium CEORobert Quartermain. “Having immediate access to US$340million enables us to keep to our construction schedule.” Thefinancing is comprised of a US$350 million credit facility atfixed interest rate of 7.5 percent; a US$150 million prepaymentunder a callable stream agreement that involves an estimated7.067 million ounces of refined gold and 26.297 million oz ofrefined silver and a private placement of Pretium commonshares for US$40 million. 

Sable pipe could extend Ekati Mine to 2033
Dominion Diamond Corp. Sept. 10 released the results of apreliminary economic assessment for the Sable kimberlite pipedeposit located within the core zone of the Ekati diamondproperty in Northwest Territories, in which the company holdsan 88.9 percent interest. The PEA envisions the recovery of 9million carats of diamonds from 12.1 million tons of kimberliteover 10 years. This production, along with Jay, would supplyore to the existing Ekati process plant at its full capacity until2033. The PEA identified a number of synergies with develop-ing the Sable pipe concurrently with Jay that includes the shar-ing of haul trucks and other equipment during developmentand operations. Combining Sable with Jay would also provideincreased mine planning and processing flexibility. The Sablepipe is located beneath Sable Lake, 17 kilometers (11 miles)north-northwest of the existing Ekati mine infrastructure. TheSable project will require construction of an access road, siteinfrastructure and a sedimentation pond allowing Sable Lake tobe dewatered ahead of the start of pre-stripping operations.Dominion Diamonds said Sable would provide an additionalhigh-value ore source for the Ekati mine, allowing for optimalmine sequencing and operational flexibility to maximize thevalue of the Ekati operation. The company’s timetable for thedevelopment of Sable is based on the estimated start of con-struction in the first half of 2016 and processing of kimberliteby 2019.

Smaller Back River gold operation feasible
Sabina Gold & Silver Corp. Sept. 14 reported positiveresults for an initial project feasibility study that investigatesstarting with a 3,000-metric-ton-per-day operation at its BackRiver gold project in Nunavut. At a gold price of US$1,150 perounce, this study indicates Back River could generate a post-tax internal rate of return of 24.2 percent and net present value(five percent discount) of C$480.3 million with a pay back of2.9 years. At an average head grade of 6.3 grams per metric tongold, the study anticipates the 3,000 tpd operation would aver-age 198,100 ounces of gold in annual production over an 11.8-year mine life at a cost of US$534 per oz. Initial capital for theproject is estimated at C$415 million with sustaining capital ofC$185 million. Earlier this year, Sabina published a feasibilitystudy that envisions a 6,000-metric-ton-per-day mill producingon average 346,000 ounces of gold annually over a 10-yearmine life. Sabina President and CEO Bruce McLeod said, “The3,000 tpd FS is the most compelling opportunity for Sabina inthis current market environment.” An environmental assess-

see NORTHERN NEIGHBORS page 14
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Teck Resources’ strategy propells company onto the Dow Jones
Sustainability World Index for six years running. Page 13
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An exciting time
Quarles talks of ExxonMobil’s commitment to both Point Thomson, AKLNG

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

Commenting that Point Thomson,
when it goes into production, will be

the first field on Alaska’s North Slope to be
operated by ExxonMobil, Cory Quarles,
ExxonMobil Alaska production manager,
told a Sept. 10 meeting of the Alaska
Support Industry Alliance that this is an
exciting time in the state for his company.
The Point Thomson development is at an advanced
stage.

ExxonMobil is also a partner in the Alaska LNG
project, or AKLNG, a project to export natural gas
from the North Slope through an LNG facility on
Cook Inlet. Quarles said that, with ongoing negotia-

tions over the project in progress, there
was little he could say about the project at
present. A deal over the project depends
on many factors, including regulatory
certainty, fiscal stability, commercial
terms and commodity prices, he said.

“But even with all of that, I can say
that we are the closest that we’ve ever
been,” Quarles said. “And that’s good
news, because it gives us the potential to
be able to work with all of you to create

more jobs for Alaskans.”

Gas cycling initially
With the Point Thomson field’s massive reservoir

New Deep Creek pad
Hilcorp’s program includes one-to-two gas exploration wells, new drilling pad

By ERIC LIDJI 
For Petroleum News

Hilcorp Alaska LLC is permitting a new
drilling pad at the Deep Creek unit to support

a two-well natural gas exploration program at an
undeveloped corner of the onshore unit.

The program involves building a 300-foot by
400-foot Happy Valley Middle pad and a gravel
access road connecting the pad to an existing log-
ging road and Tim Avenue. The company plans to
use Saxon Rig 169 for drilling and completion
activities at the pad.

Under a timeline included with the application,
Hilcorp would construct the pad later this year and

drill and test the first well during the coming win-
ter. Depending on the results of the first well,
Hilcorp might drill a second well this coming
spring. If the exploration program is successful,
Hilcorp would permit a larger development pro-
gram.

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources is
taking comments through Oct. 10.

Breakthrough or breakdown?
BC government tries to strike reconciliation deal with First Nations leaders

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

With Premier Christy Clark at the helm, the
British Columbia government entered a

two-day summit on Sept. 9 with about 500 First
Nations leaders hoping to bridge the chasm on
future economic, social and legal relations.

Many of the aboriginal representatives
embarked on the talks in a bloody-minded mood,
threatening to resume court battles and establish
camps to block resource development unless there
was clear evidence of improvement.

And they weren’t prepared to buy into the
claims of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation
Minister John Rustad, who opened the two-day
gathering by describing advances over the past

decade as “remarkable.”
“You’re seeing our government’s response to

the First Nations every day, in all the things we do”
in our negotiations and our discussions and the
way we try to build our relationships,” he said.

The First Nations had only to point to the dis-
mal results of attempts to secure treaty agreements.

Of British Columbia’s 203 distinct First Nations
(representing about 200,000 people), only two
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see QUARLES SPEECH page 27

If the exploration program is successful,
Hilcorp would permit a larger

development program.

see DEEP CREEK PAD page 27

see BC SUMMIT page 20

However, the majority of First Nations
have refused to participate in the process,
noting that the agreements to date cover

only 5 percent of the land claimed.

HEA signs gas deal with Furie
Homer Electric Association has signed a natural gas sale and

purchase agreement with Furie Operating Alaska. 
HEA said Sept. 16 that its generation and transmission sub-

sidiary, Alaska Electric and Energy Cooperative, will receive nat-
ural gas from Furie beginning April 1, 2016. The contract termi-
nates Dec. 31, 2018, and includes two one-year options which
can extend the term through Dec. 31, 2020.

HEA said the gas will be used to fuel its plants in Nikiski and

Aurora plans Hanna-area wells
Aurora Exploration Inc. is permitting two natural gas explo-

ration wells in the Susitna Flats State Game Refuge at the north-
ern end of the west side of Cook Inlet.

The two proposed wells would be located on a group of leases
surrounded by the Lewis River, Stump Lake, Ivan River, Pretty
Creek and Otter units and has previously been known as the
Hanna prospect. Aurora recently acquired the leases from Paul
Craig.

AOGCC looks at Milne Pt changes
The Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission is consid-

ering requiring changes in how wells are constructed at the Milne
Point field. Conservation Order 390, issued in 1997 at the request
of BP Exploration (Alaska) Inc., exempted Milne Point wells —
BP was then the Milne Point operation — from a requirement in
the commission’s regulations that “producing wells capable of
unassisted flow must be completed with downhole production
equipment consisting of suitable tubing and a packer that effec-

see GAS DEAL page 26

see AURORA WELLS page 21

see MILNE POINT page 26
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Fairbanks and Anchorage-based remote site expediting and logistic support; camps of all sizes, fuel systems.
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NEWS NUGGETS
Compiled by Shane Lasley

Brazil confirms Whistler deposit resource
Brazil Resources Inc. Sept. 9 reported an updated NI 43-101-compliant mineral resource estimate for the Whistlerdeposit, one of several gold-copper porphyry deposits identi-fied on its Whistler project in Alaska. According to the esti-mate prepared for Brazil Resources, the Whistler deposit hostsan indicated resource of 79.2 million metric tons averaging0.51 grams per metric ton (1.28 million ounces) gold, 1.97 g/t(five million oz) silver and 0.17 percent (302 million pounds)copper, or 2.25 million gold-equivalent oz; and an inferredresource of 145.8 million metric tons grading 0.40 g/t (1.85million oz) gold, 1.75 g/t (8.2 million oz) silver, 0.15 percent(467 million lbs.) copper, or 3.35 million gold-equivalent oz.Brazil Resources commissioned the updated estimate uponpurchase of the Whistler property in July. “We are pleased toreport this multimillion-ounce resource estimate for theWhistler deposit from a very small portion of our 170-square-kilometer, 100 percent-owned project,” said Brazil ResourcesCEO Garnet Dawson. “The Whistler deposit is one of severalporphyry centers (Raintree West, Raintree East, Rainmakerand Island Mountain) identified on the property, and futureexploration programs will focus on developing a better under-standing of their size potential. The close proximity of theRaintree and Rainmaker mineralization to Whistler will sub-stantially enhance the value of the ounces already identified at

see NEWS NUGGETS page 11

Royal Gold ups ante 
Peak Gold partner adds US$4M to pot for phase 2 drilling at Tetlin

By SHANE LASLEY
Mining News

I f another US$4 million investment by RoyalGold Inc. is any indication, drilling so far thisseason at the Tetlin gold property in InteriorAlaska is a success.
In January, Royal Gold and Contango Ore Inc.finalized an agreement that affords the Denver-based royalty company an opportunity to earn asmuch as a 40 percent joint venture interest inContango’s Tetlin project by investing up toUS$30 million on the unique and promising goldproperties near the crossroads town of Tok.“We are excited that Royal Gold has agreed tojoin our effort to expand upon the promisingexploration work we have initiated on the Tetlinlease and neighboring claims covering over750,000 acres,” Contango Ore President and CEOBrad Juneau said at the time.

This success includes the discovery of the Peakzone, a skarn deposit that currently boasts indicat-ed resources of 6 million metric tons averaging

3.46 grams-per-metric-ton gold, 11 g/t silver and0.25 percent copper for 783,115 gold-equivalentounces; and an inferred resource of 3.9 millionmetric tons averaging 2.07 g/t gold, 14.28 g/t sil-ver, 0.23 percent copper for 332,969 gold-equiva-lent ounces.
“The exploration success CORE has achievedto date is encouraging, and we look forward to pro-viding the resources to continue developing theproject in a methodical and success-based man-ner,” Royal Gold President and CEO Tony Jensensaid in January.
The resources provided by Royal Gold includedan initial US$5 million deposited in the bankaccount of Peak Gold, a limited liability joint ven-ture formed to fund an initial 7,500-meter drillingprogram primarily focused on some of the previ-ously undrilled targets that Contango has identifiedacross the expansive land package.

Seeking other Peaks
Though it would be easy to grow the Peak zone

see ROYAL GOLD page 11
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Skeena cuts more visible gold 
at Golden Triangle’s Spectrum
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This section of hole TET12-35 cut 4.5 meters averaging 1.98 ounces per ton gold and 0.36 percent copper in the
Peak skarn deposit at the Tetlin project in Interior Alaska. Royal Gold Inc. has invested US$9 million in seeking
similar deposits on the large property during 2015.

A sample of the porphyry copper-gold mineralization chipped offan outcrop at the Whistler deposit in Southcentral Alaska. BrazilResources Inc., the new owner of the Whistler property, has pub-lished an updated resource 2.25 million gold-equivalent ounces(indicated) and 3.35 million gold-equivalent ounces (inferred) forthis deposit.

This week’s Mining News

Peak Gold partner Royal Gold adds US$4 million to the pot for
phase 2 drilling at Tetlin property in Interior Alaska. See page 9.

Wielechowski: tax credits need
review; working group a start
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Modules arrive
Massive production facilities delivered by barge to the Point Thomson pad

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

The massive processing modules for the Point
Thomson field on the North Slope have

arrived by barge at the field’s central pad,
ExxonMobil Corp. said Sept. 8. The modules,
which form the main processing facilities for sep-
arating condensate from gas and for gas compres-
sion, each weigh between 1,500 and 3,000 tons.
The modules have been transported from Korea
over a 4,000-mile sea route — installation of the
modules will keep the field development project
on schedule, with startup anticipated in 2016,
ExxonMobil said.

“The successful delivery of these modules is the
result of ExxonMobil’s disciplined project man-

agement expertise and focus on safety,” said Jim
Flood, ExxonMobil Development Co’s Arctic vice
president. “We have a proven track record of

Shaky LNG outlook
Consultants suggest ‘window of opportunity’ gone for new global projects

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

The LNG train may be pulling out of the sta-
tion, leaving a host of stranded passengers on

the platform.
That is the essence of a message from energy

consultancy Wood Mackenzie, which has deliv-
ered the bleakest outlook yet for global LNG, sug-
gesting the window slammed at least six months
ago on a raft of projects.

The firm’s new analysis delivers one of its
heaviest blows to British Columbia, where as
many as 20 projects are in various stages of devel-
opment, with the Petronas-led Pacific NorthWest

LNG and Shell’s LNG Canada thought to be on the
verge of final investment decisions.

Noel Tomnay, Wood Mackenzie’s vice presi-
dent of global gas and LNG research, said some of
the Asian partners in those two ventures “may not

Fed unit work planned
Hilcorp works to bring 2 Cook Inlet units back into production, upgrades others

By ERIC LIDJI
For Petroleum News

Hilcorp Alaska LLC is working to revive sev-
eral federally managed units in Cook Inlet.

While the local subsidiary of the Houston-based
independent has already garnered considerable
attention for its work to improve production rates
at other producing fields across the Cook Inlet
region, particularly the federal Swanson River
unit, the company is just beginning campaigns at
the federal Beaver Creek, Birch Hill and Sterling
units.

Facilities upgrades
Hilcorp is currently upgrading facilities at the

Beaver Creek unit. The company repaired or
upgraded at least four pads last year and planned
an even larger program this year, according to
information in a plan of development running
through March 1, 2016. The current program
includes upgrades on compressors, pumps,
engines, electrical and mechanical equipment, pip-
ing and flowlines at the nearly 50-year-old oil and
gas field.

Alongside the facilities maintenance, Hilcorp
has also been drilling wells and sidetracks and con-

see MODULES ARRIVE page 18

see LNG OUTLOOK page 19

see UNIT WORK page 18

The processing modules for the Point Thomson field
on site on the field’s central pad
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The result is that proposed LNG projects
are under pressure with prices stuck in

the US$7-$8 per million British thermal
unit range, compared with the US$11-$12

needed over the long-term to make
projects viable.

Hilcorp is currently upgrading facilities at
the Beaver Creek unit.

Fairbanks gas finalists selected
The Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority has

selected five businesses as finalists for evaluation of proposals for
the delivery of natural gas to the City of Fairbanks. The selection
comes as part of the Interior Energy Project, an initiative to bring
affordable energy to Fairbanks and the surrounding region of the
Alaska Interior.

The finalists are Harvest Alaska LLC, an affiliate of Hilcorp
Alaska LLC; Phoenix Clean Fuels LLC; Salix Inc.; Spectrum

Kitchen Lights continues on track
Furie Operating Alaska’s Kitchen Light gas field development

is progressing to plan, with the subsea gas pipeline from the
field’s offshore production platform to an onshore gas processing
facility now having been pressure tested, pigged and de-watered,
Bruce Webb, Furie senior vice president, told Petroleum News in
a Sept. 8 email. The gas line is now ready for use, Webb said.

Initial production will come from the Kitchen Lights No. 3
well, which Furie drilled using its Spartan 151 jack-up drilling rig

Russian ship near Shell drilling
According to a Sept. 7 CNN report a Russian intelligence

vessel has been seen near the Noble Discoverer, one of the two
drilling vessels in Shell’s Chukchi Sea drilling fleet. Another
drilling vessel under contract to Shell, the Transocean Polar
Pioneer, is currently drilling the Burger J exploration well in the
Chukchi Sea, about 70 miles northwest of the Alaska coastal
village of Wainwright.

“We were aware of the (Russian) ship but it did not have any

see GAS FINALISTS page 19

see KITCHEN LIGHTS page 19

see RUSSIAN SHIP page 20
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Northern Dynasty raises C$10M for Pebble
Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. Aug. 31 reported the clos-ing of a C$10.2 million private placement that involved theissuance of 25,624,408 special warrants exercisable into thecompany’s listed common shares at a price of C39.9 cents perwarrant. The warrants will

convert on exercise into com-
mon shares of Northern
Dynasty on a one-for-one
basis. Following the comple-
tion of the private placement,
Northern Dynasty said it has
reached a definitive agree-
ment with Cannon Point
Resources Ltd. to buy all of
that company’s outstanding
shares. Under a preliminary
agreement entered in August,
Northern Dynasty would issue about 12.9 million commonshares to buy Cannon Point. At the end of June, Cannon Pointhad C$4.7 million in cash and cash-equivalents, which is themost significant asset held by the company. During the mergerprocess, Cannon Point has agreed to make a secured creditfacility for C$4.25 million available to Northern Dynasty. Theamounts borrowed would be repayable after 30 days ifNorthern Dynasty breaches the deal and 180 days from termi-nation if the merger is not completed for any other reason. Oneof the conditions of the agreement was that at C$10 million ofthe warrants being sold during the private placement. Themoney raised will be used for working capital and to advancethe Pebble copper-gold-molybdenum project in SouthwestAlaska by implementing Northern Dynasty’s legal and envi-ronmental strategies.

New leadership for Alaska tin explorer
Strongbow Exploration Inc. Sept. 1 reported that RichardWilliams has been appointed president and CEO of the compa-ny, replacing Kenneth Armstrong who stepped down from theposition. Armstrong will remain a director of Strongbow.Williams serves as CEO of Helio Resource Corp., an explo-ration company with projects in Tanzania and Namibia. He has

Which way is North?
Court seeks missing EPA biologist at center of plan to stop Pebble Mine

By SHANE LASLEY
Mining News

Embattled federal employees
conveniently losing emails

that could bear witness to poten-
tially negligent or illegal activi-
ties have become an increasing-
ly frequent storyline. But sel-
dom does the email’s author
disappear with the corrupted
data. 

This seems to be the case
with Phillip North, a former
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency biologist accused of
secretly colluding with private
sector activists to stop the
development of a mine at the Pebble copper-gold-molybdenum project in Southwest Alaska. 

Now, the Pebble Partnership has filed for a sub-poena to bring North home to Alaska to fill inblanks left by several years of emails that arebelieved to contain details of his collaborationwith anti-Pebble scientists, lawyers, and Nativeand environmental groups.
Documents that the Pebble Partnership hasobtained through Freedom of Information Actrequests provide compelling evidence that Northwas advocating for EPA to use its veto powerunder Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act toprevent the Pebble Partnership from applying forpermits to develop its world-class copper-gold-molybdenum deposit in the Bristol Bay region ofSouthwest Alaska as early as 2008, which pre-dates the 2010 request by Alaska Native groupsthat EPA has claimed as its impetus to take such anaction.

The scant emails made available to the PebblePartnership also provide evidence that North was akey liaison between anti-Pebble activists andupper EPA officials in Washington D.C.; as well as

recruiting the team utilized
to build the Bristol Bay
Assessment, and authoring
sections of this report,
which supports EPA’s deci-
sion to severely restrict the
development of the Pebble
deposit.

“In short, North was
instrumental in forming and
utilizing the work of the de
facto Federal Advisory
Committees at issue in this
case and in utilizing them to
provide recommendations and
advice for EPA to launch its
unprecedented attack on
Pebble Mine,” the PebblePartnership charges in its subpoena.

The subpoena comes in the discovery phase ofa trial in which the Pebble Partnership asserts thatbehind-the-scenes collaboration between EPA andthe anti-mine groups violates advisory committeelaw and taints the entire process for which theenvironmental agency is basing its Clean WaterAct determination with regards to Pebble.
“Relying heavily on substantial input, advice,and recommendations from these unlawfullyestablished advisory committees, EPA prepared apatently biased, anti-mine assessment of hypothet-ical mining activities in the Bristol Bay Watershedand then used that flawed assessment to com-mence administrative proceedings under the feder-al Clean Water Act that, if allowed to stand, willeffectively put an end to mining before the permit-ting process ever gets off the ground,” the PebblePartnership summarizes in its complaint.

In addition to the agency emails that have sur-faced as a result of FOIA requests, North isbelieved to have used private email accounts for
see NEWS NUGGETS page 14

see MISSING BIOLOGIST page 14

An Assessment of Potential Mining Impactson Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska

Region 10, Seattle, WA www.epa.gov/bristolbay

EPA 910-R-14-001ES  |  January 2014

Executive Summary

The money raised will be
used for working capital

and to advance the
Pebble copper-gold-

molybdenum project in
Southwest Alaska by

implementing Northern
Dynasty’s legal and

environmental strategies.

This week’s Mining News

Court seeks missing EPA biologist at center of alleged plan to stop
Pebble Mine. Read more in North fo Mining News, page 11.

Kawasaki: Obama visit productive,
resource comments lacking

page
5

Point Thomson plan
ExxonMobil argues for a major gas production field development route

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

In a Sept. 1 hearing of the Alaska Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission, ExxonMobil execu-

tives explained to the commissioners why they
favor gas production from the giant Point
Thomson gas field on the North Slope, rather than
expanding the gas cycling operation for conden-
sate production that the company is currently
developing. The company has asked the commis-
sion to approve pool rules for the field.

Natural gas from Point Thomson forms a criti-
cal component of planned gas supplies for the
AKLNG project, a project targeting major North
Slope gas exports, potentially starting in 2025.
ExxonMobil is seeking AOGCC approval of Point
Thomson gas production prior to a 2016 decision

on whether to proceed to the hugely expensive
front-end engineering and design phase of the
AKLNG project.

With about three quarters of the AKLNG gas
supply slated to come from the Prudhoe Bay oil
field, the Prudhoe Bay working interest owners
have also applied to AOGCC for approval for the
offtake of sufficient Prudhoe Bay gas. Gas offtake

Question of volumes
Prudhoe Bay interest owners make the gas offtake case for AKLNG project

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

During a public hearing of the Alaska Oil and
Gas Conservation Commission on Aug. 27

the Prudhoe Bay oil field’s working interest own-
ers presented testimony for a request to increase
the natural gas offtake limit for the field. The
increased offtake is needed to supply gas to the
AKLNG project, a project for major gas exports
from the North Slope.

The commission, with a mandate to ensure
maximum hydrocarbon recovery from Alaska
petroleum resources, has to determine whether to
allow an increase to the current cap of 2.7 billion

cubic feet per day and, if so, by how much. Gas,
recycled rather than exported, has value in enticing
more oil from field reservoirs. And oil has a higher
hydrocarbon content than gas.

The AKLNG project needs commission
approval for the required offtake volumes, prior to
deciding in 2016 on whether to proceed to the

Quitting headlong dive
Alberta backs away from royalty decision this year, puts it off to end of 2016

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

Just days after Alberta Premier Rachel
Notley refused to back away from

fast-tracking a royalty review and corpo-
rate tax hike her government has done an
about face.

After meeting with more than 1,000
industry leaders since it was elected four
months ago, Notley’s left-wing New
Democratic Party administration decided to hold
off making royalty changes until the end of 2016.

It also announced that any royalty increases it
might introduce would be deposited in Alberta’s
Heritage Fund and not disappear into general rev-

enues.
In what many observers described as a

“minor” concession, Energy Minister
Marg McCuaig-Boyd said companies and
investors can “operate with certainty” for
16 months now that the government has
delivered a “clear signal (that it wants to
be) a reliable partner in supporting the
success of our oil and gas industry.”

Tim McMillan, president of the
Canadian Association of Petroleum

Producers, whose member companies account for
about 90 percent of Alberta’s oil and gas produc-
tion, said he appreciates the promise to delay
changes until 2017.

see THOMSON PLAN page 23

see OFFTAKE LIMIT page 22

see ROYALTY DECISION page 19

ExxonMobil is seeking AOGCC approval
of Point Thomson gas production prior to
a 2016 decision on whether to proceed to

the hugely expensive front-end
engineering and design phase of the

AKLNG project.

But there is disagreement among the
Prudhoe Bay working interest owners

over how high the maximum permitted
volume needs to be.

RACHEL NOTLEY

10% Conoco cuts to hit Alaska
ConocoPhillips is proposing to cut some 10 percent of its

workforce. 
The impact is expected to be within that 10 percent range

in Alaska, ConocoPhillips Alaska spokeswoman Natalie
Lowman told Petroleum News in a Sept. 1 email. 

She said while the cut will be some 10 percent of the com-
pany’s global workforce, the largest percentage cuts are
expected to occur in North America. 

Linc advancing Tyonek syngas plans
Linc Energy Ltd. plans to convert its exploration license in

the Tyonek region into conventional leases and begin permit-
ting a synthesized natural gas operation.

In financial filings from the end of August, the Australian
independent said opportunities to produce and market synthet-
ic natural gas to “existing and new participants” in the Cook
Inlet region are “well progressed.” Having confirmed a “com-
mercial pathway,” the company is now beginning the regula-

Conoco stakes 7 wells in NPR-A
ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc. recently staked seven potential

well locations in the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management.

The federal agency posted the notices on its website on
Aug. 24.

The seven locations — all for proposed oil wells — are
spread across the western edge of the Greater Mooses Tooth
unit and the area just beyond the western boundary of the unit:

see CONOCO CUTS page 24

see TYONEK SYNGAS page 24

see POTENTIAL WELLS page 24

Petroleum News Delivers
You’ve heard that newspaper and magazine ads “create awareness” and tell the
marketplace you’re a player. That’s especially true when you advertise in a publication 
that has become an industry institution — like Petroleum News.

    But creating awareness isn’t all Petroleum News does for you. 
    We go “beyond advertising” to market your business.

For example, Petroleum News’ contracted advertisers are included in the Arctic Oil & Gas 
Directory, a full color magazine that companies in Alaska turn to when they are ready to 
purchase goods and services. Twice a year the directory gives you the chance to promote 
your business through articles, briefs, photos, and listings describing what you have to 
offer. There’s more. You would also be included in Petroleum News’ weekly list of service 
and supply companies doing business in the region — and receive additional exposure 
in spotlights and news briefs (Oil Patch Bits) adjacent to the list. Plus you’d be listed in 
co-op ads congratulating companies on field start-ups and welcoming new execs.

And many of our contracted advertisers qualify for free Q&A profiles in the Arctic Oil & 
Gas Directory and electronic ads on our web site, www.petroleumnews.com.

So how do you become a contracted advertiser and get more exposure for your 
business? Start by turning the page…. 



PETROLEUM NEWS MARKETING & ADVERTISING BROCHURE                 – Going ‘beyond advertising’ to market your business –

Becoming a contracted advertiser 
To become a Petroleum News ‘contracted advertiser’ and gain the valuable marketing benefits described above you simply have 
to agree to run 12 ads of any size over a 12-month period. In return we’ll give you this additional marketing exposure:

Exposure in the weekly Petroleum News 

  • You make the List
  • Your employees are spotlighted
  • Your news gets in Oil Patch Bits
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Companies involved in Alaska 
and northern Canada’s oil and gas industry

All of the companies listed above advertise on a regular basis 
with Petroleum News

Oil Patch Bits

A
ABR

AECOM Environment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

aeSolutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Air Liquide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Alaska Clean Seas (ACS)

Alaska Dreams

Alaska Frontier Constructors (AFC)

Alaska Marine Lines  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Alaska Metrology & Calibration Services

Alaska Railroad

Alaska Rubber

Alaska Steel Co.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Alaska Textiles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Alaska West Express . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Alpha Seismic Compressors

American Marine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Arctic Controls

Arctic Slope Telephone Assoc. Co-op.

Arctic Wire Rope & Supply

ARCTOS

Armstrong  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

ASRC Energy Services

AT&T

Automated Laundry Systems & Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Avalon Development

B-F
Bald Mountain Air Service

Bombay Deluxe

Bowhead Transport

Brooks Range Supply

Calista Corp.

Canrig Drilling Technology

Carlile Transportation Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Chevrolet of South Anchorage

CHI Aviation

ClearSpan Fabric Structures

CN Rail

Colville Inc.

Computing Alternatives

CONAM Construction

ConocoPhillips Alaska

Construction Machinery Industrial

Cook Inlet Energy

Crowley Solutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

Cruz Construction

Delta Leasing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

DET-TRONICS

Dowland-Bach Corp.

Doyon Anvil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Doyon Drilling

Doyon, Limited

Doyon Universal Services

Egli Air Haul

exp Energy Services

F. Robert Bell and Associates

Fairweather  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Flowline Alaska

Fluor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Foss Maritime

Fugro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

G-M
GBR Oilfield Services

GCI Industrial Telecom  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

Global Diving & Salvage

Global Geophysical Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

GMW Fire Protection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Golder Associates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Greer Tank & Welding

Guess & Rudd, PC

Harley Marine Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Hawk Consultants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

HDR Alaska

Inspirations

Judy Patrick Photography

Kenworth Alaska

Kuukpik Arctic Services

Last Frontier Air Ventures

Learn to Return

Lounsbury & Associates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Lynden Air Cargo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Lynden Air Freight  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Lynden Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Lynden International  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Lynden Logistics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

Lynden Transport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

MagTec Alaska

Mapmakers of Alaska

MAPPA Testlab

Maritime Helicopters

Motion Industries

N-P
Nabors Alaska Drilling

Nalco

NANA WorleyParsons

Nature Conservancy, The

NEI Fluid Technology

Nordic Calista

North Slope Telecom  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Northern Air Cargo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Northwest Linings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Opti Staffing Group

Pacific Alaska Lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Pacific Pile

PacWest Drilling Supply

Parker Drilling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

PENCO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Petroleum Equipment & Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Polyguard Products

PND Engineers Inc.

PRA (Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska)

ProComm Alaska

Price Gregory International

Q-Z
Resource Development Council

Ravn Alaska (formerly Era Alaska)

SAExploration

SAFWAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

Sophie Station Suites

STEELFAB

Stoel Rives

Taiga Ventures

Tanks-A-Lot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

The Local Pages

Total Safety U.S. Inc.

TOTE-Totem Ocean Trailer Express . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Totem Equipment & Supply

TTT Environmental  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Turnagain Marine Construction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

UIC Design Plan Build

UIC Oil and Gas Support Services

Unique Machine

Usibelli

Vigor Alaska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

VION Investments

Volant Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Weston Solutions, Inc.

Schaeffler centers in on bearing replacement in video 
Motion Industries, a lead-

ing distributor of industrial
maintenance, repair and
operation replacement parts,
is pleased to announce the
release of another MiHow2
video. The goal of the video
series is to provide instruc-
tion to viewers to help them
with their practical applica-
tions. 

The video shows how to
avoid jamming the bearing at
one end when replacing
bearings in a pillow block housing. “How to Maintain Bearing and Pillow Block Centers
When Replacing Bearings” was filmed with the help of Schaeffler, a key Motion Industries
supplier. The video can now be viewed on the new MiHow2.com under the MiHow2 head-
ing. 

“Equipment efficiency starts with proper installation of parts,” said Randy Breaux,
Motion Industries’ senior vice president, southern U.S. operations, corporate marketing and
strategic planning. “Proper bearing installation also cuts down on frustration levels as
well.” 

Each MiHow2 video is filmed in a workshop or appropriate off-site setting and features
Motion Industries’ energetic and knowledgeable host, Tom Clark. 

The series is also available for viewing via Facebook and YouTube. Additional MiHow2
and Tom’s Toolbox videos are scheduled to be posted in coming weeks. For more informa-
tion visit www.motionindustries.com. 

Y-Tech Services Inc. awarded DLM contract
Y-Tech Services Inc., a subsidiary of Yulista Holding LLC, has been awarded the MH-60T

rotary wing aircraft depot level maintenance support services contract for the United
States Coast Guard. Y-Tech Services will support the USCG Aviation Logistics Center
Medium Range Recovery product line and other support divisions such as the ALC’s indus-
trial operations division by providing a full range of DLM services including, Aircraft disas-
sembly and component repair and support. The MH-60T mission includes search and res-
cue, combat support, law enforcement, international ice patrol, marine environmental pro-
tection, and marine resource conservation. Y-Tech Services will perform DLM for approxi-
mately 14 aircraft annually ensuring continued mission performance. 

Y-Tech is fulfilling the U.S. Coast Guard’s continuing requirement for aircraft mainte-
nance at the USCG ALC in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. 

Editor’s note: All of these news items — some in expanded form — will appear in
the next Arctic Oil & Gas Directory, a full color magazine that serves as a marketing
tool for Petroleum News’ contracted advertisers. The next edition will be released in
March.
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ASRC Energy Services 

promotes Steve Gasser

ASRC Energy Services Inc. is pleased to announce the promo-

tion of Steve Gasser as the general manager for the company’s Fab-

rication and Construction division. Gasser

will be responsible for the day-to-day opera-

tions of North Slope construction group, and

the Anchorage and Kenai fabrication facili-

ties.
Gasser is a graduate of the Rensselaer

Polytechnic Institute where he earned a Mas-

ter of Science in Engineering Science Man-

agement. In addition, he is a certified project

management professional with 15 years of

project management experience. Prior to his

new role, Gasser was manager of projects, en-

gineering manager, and engineering, procurement, fabrication, and

construction manager. He has been with AES since 2008.

McGillie joins Global Diving & Salvage Inc.

Global Diving & Salvage Inc. has hired Anita McGillie to lead the

Human Resources Group as human resources manager. Based in

Global’s corporate headquarters in Seattle,

Wash., she will direct Global Diving’s Human

Resources Group in the development of HR

policies and compliance, ongoing company-

wide recruitment efforts, spearhead the EEO

and diversity programs as well as administer

Global’s employee benefit programs. 

McGillie joins Global Diving from the

media and commercial printing business and

was previously the HR director for a com-

pany that had up to 1,100 employees, and op-

erated in five states across the U.S. 

“We are very excited to add Anita to the

Global family. She brings over 13 years of experience in all phases

of Human Resources, including Benefits, Employee Engagement,

Management Training, Performance Management, and Policy Devel-

opment,” said Vice President Trinity Ng-Yeung.

GCI welcomes Harrier

GCI recently welcomed J.J. Harrier to its team as commercial

marketing manager. He will help oversee the commercial market-

ing department, including public relations

and communications for the large telecom-

munications company.

Prior to joining GCI, Harrier was vice pres-

ident and communications director for the

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, where he

was employed since 2008. 

In this capacity, he was responsible for the

organization’s program and event branding,

media communications, publications and or-

ganizing the weekly “Make it Monday” fo-

rums. 
Before joining the Anchorage Chamber, Harrier was features edi-

tor for the Frontiersman, the Mat-Su Valley’s thrice-weekly newspa-

per. He studied journalism and public communications at the Uni-

versity of Alaska Anchorage, where he received a Bachelor of Arts

degree in 2001, and has a background in print journalism, writing

numerous features articles for the Anchorage Press and outside

freelance projects.

He currently serves on the board of directors for the School

Business Partnership and Identity Inc.

CH2M HILL announces Clemenz promotion

CH2M HILL, a global full-service consulting, design, construction

and operations firm, announced as part of its rapidly growing en-

ergy and chemicals portfolio the promotion of Bryan Clemenz to

vice president of Program and Project Development Alaska, the

company’s Energy and Chemicals Business Group. 

Clemenz has served over 27 years in the petroleum industry

and joined CH2M HILL in an engineering leadership capacity in

2007. He maintains his professional engineering registration for

both Alaska and South Carolina and has served in various leader-

ship roles throughout his professional career including engineering

manager, program manager, and business and project development

manager. Currently he serves as president of the International Soci-

ety of Automation Alaska Section, is an active member of the Gov-

ernment Affairs Industry Relations committee for the Alaska

Industry Support Alliance, and serves as vice chair on the Univer-

sity of Alaska Fairbanks College of Engineering and Mining Advisory

Vigor Fab delivers Harley Marine’s

newest AK barge

Vigor Fab has delivered Harley Marine Services’ newest

vessel, the 250-foot by 70-foot by 15-foot 8-inch Iliuliuk Bay

deck barge. Iliuliuk Bay, an Aleut name meaning big island,

was purpose built to enhance quality of service provided to

customers living and working in Alaska. 

Iliuliuk Bay entered service Nov. 3 in Dutch Harbor.

Her unique design provides a flexible workhorse that can

easily switch between containers and other cargo to serve

the diverse needs of Harley Marine’s customers. 

She will transport a wide variety of cargo between Dutch

Harbor and neighboring islands. 

The barge, designed by Jensen Maritime Consultants and

built at Vigor’s Swan Island Shipyard in Portland, Ore., houses

a Manitowoc 4100 Vicon Series crawler crane, D rings to se-

cure 40-foot ocean containers up to three high and eight

lashing bars running fore and aft for other cargo such as

heavy construction machinery or general equipment.

STEVE GASSER

ANITA MCGILLIE

J.J. HARRIER
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ARCTIC OIL & GAS DIRECTORY • Vol. 19, No. 1In the field with GeoFORCE AlaskaUAF program brings textbook geology to life, encouraging high school students from the North Slope to pursue STEM degrees

Lecture at the Grand Canyon. The geology of Alaska and the Lower 48 is spectacu-
lar. Students use many science disciplines to unravel geological puzzles, while get-
ting excited about science and mathematics, and envisioning a place for
themselves in a STEM field.

Drawing the fea-
tures of Checker-

board Mesa atZion National Park,
Utah. Employees
from sponsoring

companies accom-
pany the students
on the trip, help-
ing the students
grasp geologicalconcepts, and serv-

ing as mentors for
the interested

young scientists.

Hiking on the Matanuska Glacier, 2012.  2013 GeoFORCE Alaska sponsors:
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation (ASRC), ASRC Energy Services, GRANITE
Construction, Great Bear Petroleum, ExxonMobil, Olgoonik, Schlum-
berger, Shell, Statoil, and SolstenXP. Please contact GeoFORCE Alaska for
more information on how you can help fund the student experience.
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Active companies
Advertising

The Local Pages

4910 Amelia Earhart Dr. Ste. 1

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Contact: Contact: Kindsey Blackburn, Market-

ing Assistant
Phone: (801) 963-1702 ex400

Fax: (801) 988-1171

Email: thall@thelocalpages.net

Alaska Contact: Kim Bogden, Outside Sales

Manager/Alaska Regional Manager

Phone: (907) 720-9635

TLP is dedicated to making The Best Phone

Book in Town. We focus primarily on smaller

communities, providing personalized, in-depth

information specific to each coverage area.

Air Passenger/Charter & Support

Alaska Air Cargo

Horizon Air Cargo

P.O. Box 68900 SEAFZ

Seattle, WA 98168

Contact: Joe Samudovsky, Director of Sales

Phone: (206) 392-5112 or 800-2ALASKA

Fax: (206) 392-2641

E-mail: joe.samudovsky@alaskaair.com

Website: www.alaskacargo.com

Award winning cargo services to more places,

more often, with more lift to, from, and

within the state of Alaska.

Bald Mountain Air Service Inc. 

P.O. Box 3134
Homer, AK 99603

Contact: Gary Porter, Director of Operations

Phone: (907) 235-7976

Fax: (907) 235-6602

Email: coordinator@baldmountainair.com

Website: www.baldmountainair.com

Bald Mountain Air Service specializes in off air-

port operations supporting mining, oil & gas

exploration and tourism. Twin and single tur-

bine powered DeHavilland Otters. 

Egli Air Haul
P.O. Box 169
King Salmon, AK  99613

Contact: Sam Egli

Phone: (907) 246-3554

Fax:  (907) 246-3654

E-mail: egliair@bristolbay.com

Website: www.egliair.com

Serving Alaska since 1982, we perform a wide

variety of flight operations, including helicop-

ter and airplane charter, aerial survey, and spe-

cialized operations such as external load work,

powerline maintenance, aerial filming and

videography.

Last Frontier Air Ventures

39901 N. Glenn Hwy. 

Sutton, AK 99674

Contact: Dave King, owner

Phone: (907) 745-5701

Fax: (907) 745-5711

E-mail: helicopter@LFAV.com

Anchorage Base (907) 272-8300

Website: www.LFAV.com

Helicopter support statewide for mineral ex-

ploration, survey, research and development,

slung cargo, video/film projects, telecom sup-

port, tours, crew transport, heli skiing. Short

and long term contracts.

Lynden Inc. 
Alaska Marine Lines

Alaska West Express

Advertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Air Passenger/Charter & Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Arctic Engineering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . .17

Arctic Gear  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Aviation Fuel Sales/ Bulk Diesel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Bearings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Bridges  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Buildings – Modular  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . .18

Camps, Catering & Lodging  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
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All of the companies listed above advertise on a regular basis 
with Petroleum News

Business Spotlight
Cruz Construction, Inc.Cruz Construction is a general contractorexperienced in remote exploration support andlarge-scale heavy civil projects. Its extensivelogistical capabilities get the right people andequipment where they are needed. CruzConstruction has been designated a 10-year“first responder” for the Alaska Division ofEmergency Services due to the company’s abilityto mobilize statewide on extremely short notice.Jeff Miller graduated from Oregon StateUniversity (construction engineering manage-ment, business degree) and worked for WilderConstruction three years before joining the Cruzoperation in 2004. Jeff and wife Monica havetwo daughters and a son; dad has great funcoaching their athletic teams. He also loves working and playing outdoors, and his fre-

quent wintertime pratfalls provide great entertainment to bystanders.

—PAULA EASLEY

Jeff Miller, senior project manager

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

PH
O

TO Opti Staffing Group
Opti Staffing Group is the premier, full servicepersonnel provider in the marketplace. It was found-

ed on one principle alone: Individuals are the cata-lyst behind the success of any organizations goalsand objectives, and therefore are the key asset that
any organization possesses. Placing the individual at
the center of focus for Opti Staffing Group’s ownobjectives and its internal employees’ career goals,maintaining this regarding the aspirations of thecandidates it represents, and finding the right match

between a client’s organizational goals and the peo-
ple it hires, has led to a higher rate of success thanother personnel providers and embodies OptiStaffing Group’s motto: “Our success is determined by your success!”

Founded by Avonly Lokan, a long time Anchorage resident along with her husband and

daughter, this way of doing business has led to the expansion of this business model and its

success rates in the Pacific Northwest and continues to challenge traditional thinking about

staffing and the role individuals play within the employment arena.

—PAULA EASLEY

Avonly Lokan, founder
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

COMPANY LIST

• Your news gets featured
•  Company photos promote 

your business
•  You’re included in the 

buyer’s guide

STANDLAONE PHOTOS

Exposure in co-op ads for your customers

As a contracted advertiser your company would be listed in the co-op 
ads that run at least 12 times a year in Petroleum News, congratulating 
oil companies for new discoveries, field start-ups, entering Alaska, and 
welcoming new oil company presidents or managers to the state.
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Mr. Quarles, 
welcome to Alaska!

Congratulations on a successful sealift from Korea to Point Thomson

Cory Quarles, a native of Houston, Texas, and an ExxonMobil employee since 1998, is the new Alaska production 

manager for ExxonMobil Production Co., having succeeded Karen Hagedorn, who has taken an assignment in the 

United Kingdom.  ExxonMobil’s sealift of the processing modules for Point Thomson arrived at the North Slope field 

on Sept. 8 after traveling by barge over a 4,000 miles from Korea. Field operator ExxonMobil says production startup 

is expected in 2016.

Congratulations Furie on the completion of Kitchen Lights platform!
Hats off to Furie Operating Alaska on the completion of its platform offshore in Cook Inlet. The platform will support new natural gas production from the company’s Kitchen Lights field. Furie anticipates production starting in early January when the first of the company’s gas supply contracts  comes into play. 
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Opti Staffing GroupPacific Alaska LumberPacific Pile
PacWest Drilling SupplyParker Drilling
PENCO
Petroleum Equipment & ServicesPolyguard ProductsPND Engineers Inc.PRA (Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska)ProComm Alaska

Price Gregory InternationalResource Development CouncilRavn Alaska (formerly Era Alaska)SAExploration
SAFWAY
Sophie Station SuitesSTEELFAB
Stoel Rives
Strategic Action AssociatesTaiga Ventures
Tanks-A-Lot
The Local Pages
Total Safety U.S. Inc.TOTE-Totem Ocean Trailer ExpressTotem Equipment & SupplyTTT EnvironmentalTurnagain Marine ConstructionUIC Design Plan BuildUIC Oil and Gas Support ServicesUnique Machine

Usibelli
Vigor Alaska
VION Investments
Volant Products
Weston Solutions, Inc.

Bruce Webb, Furie senior vice president
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Doing business in Alaska or Western Canada’s Arctic? 
Don’t be left out of Petroleum News.
Petroleum News is a weekly oil and gas newspaper based in 
Anchorage, Alaska, that is distributed in both a traditional 
print format and online as an eBook. As of January 10, 2014 
paid readership was 24,450 using a conservative multiple 
of three readers per issue, but excluding newsstand, 
conference copies and thousands of web hits each week 
from individuals not signed up as paid subscribers.

The newspaper’s primary news coverage area is Alaska and 
Western Canada’s Arctic, on and offshore.

Core readership is in Alaska, where Petroleum News 
captures 95% of the professionals and executives in 
the oil and gas industry, along with about 70% of the 
executives in related government, transportation and 
construction sectors.

The newspaper’s secondary audience is in western and 
northern Canada, where Petroleum News is best known 
for its coverage of Arctic exploration and the proposed 
Mackenzie gas pipeline project.

Why Petroleum News is best for you
The edge Petroleum News has over other publications is 
the excellence and timeliness of its news, 90% of which 
is generated by a cadre of experienced writers — versus 
reprinting wire services stories or industry puff pieces.

Our writers scout for news the old-fashioned way — digging 

through agency files, scrutinizing SEC filings, and developing 
contacts within oil companies — because industry 
executives want the latest, most insightful news. They don’t 
have time to waste on dated information reprocessed to fit an 
editorial calendar compiled months earlier.

Why is no editorial calendar better for you?
Because your ad has a better chance of getting noticed in 
a newspaper that is being read. The alternative is placing 
ads in publications that surround your message with stale, 
repackaged ‘news’ designed to hook advertisers, not readers.

More exposure from Mining News 
Every week North of 60 Mining News is part of Petroleum 
News. It primarily covers Alaska. Our research tells us that 
our subscribers read both newspapers but if you want to be 
sure your message is reaching the mining industry you can 
ask to have some of your ads placed in North of 60 Mining 
News. Ask our salespeople for more information.

Add a hotlink to your ad
A hotlink to your web site can be placed in your ad in 
Petroleum News’ online edition at no extra charge. Email 
tkearney@petroleumnews.com for details.

Conferences = MORE EXPOSURE
Conference distribution gives advertisers more exposure. 
Ask our sales representatives for the schedule of local, 
national and international conferences Petroleum News 
will be distributed at in the next year. It is updated 
monthly for your convenience.

PETROLEUM NEWS MARKETING & ADVERTISING BROCHURE                 – Going ‘beyond advertising’ to market your business –

If your annual contract exceeds $7,100

We’ll profile your company  We’ll have our writers work with you on a
two-page Q&A company profile that will appear in the Arctic Oil & Gas 
Directory. Afterwards, you can frame it or use it as a company brochure  
or flyer.

 We’ll give you free online advertising When Petroleum News readers click 
on articles each week they will see your ad, which will appear in rotation 
on the current story pages. The size of your annual contract determines 
the size of your online ad. WEB ADS
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Q. Can you explain who Fugro is to

our readers?

A. Fugro is a global group of compa-

nies specializing in geotechnical, survey,

subsea, and geoconsultancy services. We

provide the people, equipment, expert-

ise, and technology to support responsi-

ble resource development, helping

clients manage risk and avoid uncer-

tainty. We are headquartered in Leid-

schendam, the Netherlands, and have

North American headquarters in Hous-

ton, Texas. Our Anchorage, Alaska, office

serves as a regional hub through which

we deliver Fugro’s global capabilities to

clients statewide.

Q. Where is your company located?

A. Our Alaska office is located in mid-

town Anchorage.

Q. What do you most want people to

know about your company? 

A. Fugro has been working in Alaska

for more than 40 years, performing on-

shore and offshore projects for oil and

gas, mining, sustainable energy, and pub-

lic sector customers. We take great pride

in this history and are committed to con-

tinued success in the state.

Q. What year was the company

founded and by whom? 

A. Fugro was founded

in 1962 by Dutch engi-

neer Kees Joustra,

whose focus was on

foundation technology

and soil mechanics. 

Q. What is your company’s primary

business activity?

A. Fugro is heavily involved in the en-

ergy sector and has been working with

oil and gas companies in Alaska since the

early 1970s. Our services are designed to

support the full project lifecycle, from

exploration to development, through to

production and eventual decommission-

ing. 
We also support a number of survey-

ing and mapping programs in Alaska for

federal and state government agencies.

Examples include hydrographic charting

for the National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration (NOAA) and air-

borne and satellite based

mapping services in support of

the Alaska Statewide Digital

Mapping Initiative (SDMI).

The resource development

community, along with nu-

merous other stakeholders, benefits from

these public datasets, which aid safe nav-

igation and support preliminary planning

activities such as siting and route investi-

gations.

Q. Are there important projects the

company is currently a part of or has

done recently?

A. We are working on a number of oil

and gas projects in Alaska—both in Cook

Inlet and the Arctic. During the 2014

field season, crews were mobilized in

multiple locations across the state. We

performed onshore and offshore shallow

hazard assessments, assisted with rig

moves, performed pipeline crossing as-

sessments, installed metocean systems,

and acquired and processed data for the

SDMI. 2015 is looking to be another busy

year for us despite the global downturn

in the oil and gas market. As stakeholders

in Alaska’s future, we are grateful for this

continued investment in our state and for

the trust that clients have instilled in us

as partners on these programs.

Q. How many employees does your

company have?

A. Company-wide Fugro employs ap-

proximately 12,500 professionals. Lo-

Fugro — ‘Down to Earth’ 

and Up to the Challenge
Delivering geo-solutions for infrastructure design, construction, 

and maintenance in Alaska’s extreme environments

Fugro survey team sets control for a shallow hazards program on the North Slope.

Continued on next page
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Advertising Rates
SIZE 1X RATE 6X RATE  12X RATE 26X RATE 52X RATE

Full Page $1,945 $1,850 $1,750 $1,655 $1,555

1/2 Page $1,340 $ 1,275 $1,210 $1,140  $1,070

1/3 Page $1,025 $975 $925  $870  $820

1/4 Page $720 $685 $650 $610 $575

1/8 Page $515 $490 $465 $440 $410

1/12 Page $395 $375 $355 $335 $315

Banner $335 $320 $300 $285 $270

Add $200 per additional process or spot color.
Add $400 for four-color process.

Advertising Dimensions
SIZE WIDTH HEIGHT

Full page 9.818” (4 col)  15.25”

1/2 pg (island) 7.3” (3 col) 10”

1/2 pg (horiz) 9.818” (4 col) 7.5”

1/2 pg (vert) 4.818” (2 col) 15.25”

1/3 pg (horiz) 9.818” (4 col) 5”

1/3 pg (square) 7.3” (3 col) 7.25”

1/4 pg (horiz) 9.818” (4 col) 4”

1/4 pg (vert) 4.818” (2 col) 7.5”

1/4 pg (square) 7.3” (3 col) 5”

1/8 pg (horiz) 7.3” (3 col) 2.5”

1/8 pg (vert) 2.3” (1 col) 7”

1/8 pg (square) 4.818” (2 col) 3.75”

1/12 pg (horiz) 4.818” (2 col) 2.5”

1/12 pg (vert) 2.3” (1 col) 5”

Banner (horiz) 4.818” (2 col) 1.75”

Banner (vert) 2.3” (1 col) 3”

Contact Information 
Petroleum News
Petroleum Newspapers of Alaska (PNA)
P.O. Box 231647
Anchorage, Alaska 99523
Main phone: 907.522.9469
www.petroleumnews.com
 
Susan Crane, advertising director
Direct phone: 907.770.5592
Fax: 907.522.9583
Email: scrane@petroleumnews.com

General information & specs 
Effective date: Rates effective January 1, 2016

Frequency: Petroleum News is a weekly, full color, tabloid 
newspaper; publication date is Sunday, but is posted at 
www.PetroleumNews.com the Friday before.

Deadline: Space reservation deadline is 12 days prior to the 
Sunday publication date; ad copy is due 10 days prior to 
publication date.

Non-profit and political ads: 30% off open rates

Printing/mechanical specifications: Petroleum News is 
printed on 32# re-brite stock using an 85-line screen. The 
page trim size is 11 1/2” x 17.”

Inserts accepted: Ask our salespeople for details.

Production specifications: Ads should be submitted 
electronically. Files must be at least 300 dpi. The image 
should be the same size as the space reserved. We prefer 
PDFs but we’ll also accept, EPS files with fonts outlined, 
JPEG and TIFF files. All layers and transparencies must be 
flattened in submitted material. We’ll also accept Quark and 
InDesign files as long as all art and fonts are included.

Production charges: $80 flat fee (for ads that are not camera-ready)

Placement: You are given the opportunity to request 
placement in a specific section of Petroleum News. 
We will make every attempt to meet your request but cannot 
guarantee placement unless you secure it with a 10% 
surcharge.

Reserve right to reject ads: We reserve the right to reject 
any advertising we deem objectionable. 

Advertising agencies: Approved advertising agencies will 
receive a 15% discount on the net price.
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