
By KRISTEN NELSON 
Petroleum News Editor-in-Chief 

rmstrong Alaska Inc. will explore
adjacent to the Kuparuk River unit
on Alaska’s North Slope this winter.
And, if that exploration is success-

ful, the company hopes to be in produc-
tion next year. 

The company has filed a plan of oper-
ation with the state of Alaska for up to
three exploration wells just off the western edge of
the Kuparuk River unit. Armstrong calls it the
“Two Bits” prospect — it took the tract with a bid
27 cents an acre higher than a competing bid from
AVCG at the state’s areawide North Slope lease
sale last October. 

Armstrong told the state the wells will be
drilled during the 2004-05 winter season “from an
existing gravel pad” which will be accessed by a
three mile ice road from the Kuparuk River unit
2M pad, which is connected to the North Slope
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3 Oil sands plants hit: Unscheduled maintenance forces two of

Canada’s three integrated operations to trim ’04 production forecasts

4 Alaska needs petrochemical industry: Group of universi-

ty faculty members recommends in-state processing of natural gas liquids

7  Pioneer negotiating West Africa deal: Working on risky,
potentially lucrative agreement; has MOU with Chrome Energy subsidiary

Section B of this issue of Petroleum News is the monthly Petroleum
Directory. Companies profiled this month are Northwest Arctic Air,
Arctic Foundations, MWH Global, Cruz Construction and Usibelli Coal
Mine.

July Petroleum Directory inside

Where they lead
Armstrong to drill 2004-05 exploration wells on Kuparuk’s western edge
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Kerr-McGee plans to drill
up to six North Slope wells
Exploration drilling offshore Milne Point unit will evaluate Nikaitchuq discovery 

By KRISTEN NELSON
Petroleum News Editor-in-Chief 

err-McGee Oil & Gas Corp. has filed an
operation plan with the state of Alaska to
drill up to six exploration wells this winter
offshore the Milne Point unit, three miles

north of Oliktok Point, from two to three locations,
using two, and possibly three, drilling rigs. 

Operations Manager Todd Durkee told
Petroleum News July 14 that the company includ-
ed all of the options — from a single well to six

wells — in its operations plan. He said the compa-
ny has not committed to any rig yet. 

Kerr-McGee told the state the operations will be
“nearly identical” to those in the same area last
winter, with access by sea ice roads from Oliktok
Point to ice pads on and adjacent to Spy Island. 

Kerr-McGee will solicit bids for project man-
agement from local firms. Durkee said, he and
Charles Summers alternated managing operations
in Alaska last winter, and a similar rotation is

Competing for deals
Canadian firms go after Western Canadian oil, gas assets as U.S. firms exit basin

By GARY PARK 
Petroleum News Calgary Correspondent 

his year could see the oil and gas yard sale to beat
them all in Canada, as buyers and sellers jostle to
take advantage of sky-high commodity prices
before they weaken. 

Four major transactions alone racked up more than
C$2.4 billion in deals to the mid-point of 2004 and
financial services firm Raymond James estimates the
sell off could add another C$5.3 billion over the sec-
ond half, not counting C$2 billion in assets being pri-
vately marketed. 

The merger and acquisition market over the last 12
months has primarily been driven by U.S.-based com-
panies opting to take advantage of a red-hot market
and shift their activities to lower-cost, higher-growth
prospects outside North America. 

Among analysts, there is also a widely held view
that the U.S. firms, who flooded into Western Canada

K

see KERR-MCGEE page A18

T
In February, BG returned to Canada after an absence of
a decade with the purchase of western Canadian assets
from El Paso. Pictured above is the Sundown a-7-F con-
densate handling facility, one of the assets BG bought
in British Columbia.

see DEALS page A18
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see ARMSTRONG page A19

Rowan narrows loss in second
quarter on stronger Gulf rig use

Rowan, first of the major
contract drillers to report
2004 second-quarter earn-
ings, narrowed its expected
loss on stronger rig utiliza-
tion in the Gulf of Mexico
and landed a major contract
on the Gulf’s continental
shelf for one of the compa-
ny’s specialized “ultra-deep”
drilling rigs. 

Rowan’s rig utilization in
the U.S. Gulf during the sec-
ond quarter rose to 88 percent compared to 82 percent in the prior
quarter, setting the stage for a strong recovery that could pull the
company out of the red later this year.
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see ROWAN page A16

But the company stressed
that all 25 of its offshore

rigs were under contract for
the first time in about six
months, noting that two of

its Gorilla rigs and one
Super Gorilla class jack-up
had been largely idle since

January.
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Rig Owner/Rig Type Rig No. Rig  Location/Activity  Operator or Status 

Alaska Rig Status
North Slope - Onshore

Doyon Drilling
Dreco 1250 UE  14 (SCR/TD)  Milne Point, reentry MPI-17 BP
Sky Top Brewster NE-12  15 (SCR/TD)  Deadhorse yard Available
Dreco 1000 UE  16 (SCR)   W pad sidetrack W-09 BP
Dreco D2000 UEBD  19 (SCR/TD)  Alpine, drilling CD2-53 ConocoPhillips
OIME 2000  141 (SCR/TD)  Infield Kuparuk, drilling 1E-112

multilateral ConocoPhillips

Nabors Alaska Drilling
Trans-ocean rig  CDR-1 (CT) Stacked, Prudhoe Bay  Available
Dreco 1000 UE  2-ES (SCR)  Prudhoe Bay, C-17B BP
Mid-Continent U36A  3-S  Prudhoe Bay, 1C-08 ConocoPhillips
Oilwell 700 E  4-ES (SCR)  Prudhoe Bay, R-09A BP
Dreco 1000 UE 7-ES (SCR/TD) Prudhoe Bay, N-07A BP
Dreco 1000 UE  9-ES (SCR/TD)  Prudhoe Bay, V-213I BP
Oilwell 2000 Hercules  14-E (SCR)  Stacked, Deadhorse Available
Oilwell 2000 Hercules  16-E (SCR/TD)  Stacked, Prudhoe Bay Available
Oilwell 2000  17-E (SCR/TD)  Stacked, Point McIntyre  Available
Emsco Electro-hoist -2  18-E (SCR)  Stacked, Deadhorse Available
OIME 1000  19-E (SCR)   Stacked, Deadhorse Available
Emsco Electro-hoist Varco TDS3  22-E (SCR/TD) Stacked, Milne Point Available
Emsco Electro-hoist 28-E (SCR)  Stacked, Deadhorse  Available
OIME 2000 245-E Stacked, Kuparuk Available

Nordic Calista Services
Superior 700 UE  1 (SCR/TD)  DS K-9 BP
Superior 700 UE  2 (SCR)  Endicott, L-2-21-A BP
Ideco 900  3 (SCR/TD)  Kuparuk, demobilized to 1-Q ConocoPhillips

North Slope - Offshore
Nabors Alaska Drilling
Oilwell 2000  33-E (SCR/TD)  Stacked, NorthStar BP
Emsco Electro-hoist Canrig 1050E 27-E (SCR/TD)  Stacked at 12-acre pad Kerr-McGee

Cook Inlet Basin – Onshore
Aurora Well Service
Franks 300 Srs. Explorer III AWS 1 Granite Point, completing Kaloa #2

Moving back to Nicoali Creek #3 to
rerun completion Aurora Gas

Evergreen Resources Alaska
Wilson Super 38 96-19 Stacked in Wasilla yard Evergreen Resources

Alaska Corporation

Inlet Drilling Alaska/Cooper Construction
Kremco 750  CC-1  Stacked, Kenai Forest Oil

Kuukpik 5 Happy Valley #7 Unocal

Marathon Oil Co.
(Inlet Drilling Alaska labor contractor)
Taylor Glacier 1  Beaver Creek #14 Marathon

Nabors Alaska Drilling
Rigmasters 850  129 Kenai, Star #1 Unocal
National 110 UE  160 (SCR)  Stacked, Kenai  Available
Continental Emsco E3000 273  Stacked, Kenai Available

51 Steelhead platform, done 12-1-03 Unocal
IDECO 2100 E  429E (SCR)  Stacked, removed from Osprey platform Available

Water Resources International
Ideco H-35 KD Prep to resume operations Pelican Hill

Cook Inlet Basin – Offshore

Cudd Pressure Control 340K Workover, Osprey Platform Forest Oil

Unocal (Nabors Alaska Drilling labor contractor)
Not Available

XTO Energy (Inlet Drilling Alaska labor contract)
National 1320  A  Idle XTO
National 110  C (TD) Idle XTO

Mackenzie Rig Status
Mackenzie Delta-Onshore

AKITA Equtak
Dreco 1250 UE  62 (SCR/TD) Stacked Tuktoyaktuk, NT EnCana
Dreco 1250 UE  63 (SCR/TD)  Stacked, Lucas Point, NT Chevron Canada
National 370 64 Stacked, Inuvik, NT Available

Central Mackenzie Valley
AKITA/SAHTU
Oilwell 500  51  Stacked in Norman Wells, NT Available

Nabors Canada
62  Racked Available

Alaska - Mackenzie Rig Report
The Alaska - Mackenzie Rig Report as of July 15, 2004. 

Active drilling companies only listed.

Rig start-ups expected in next 6 months
Rig Owner/No. Rig  Location/Activity Operator

Aurora Gas
AWS1 Will be moving to Kaloa 3 and then to

Long Lake 1 for a re-entry Aurora Gas

XTO Energy
A & C The rig on platform C will be reactivated

in August 2004.                    XTO

TD = rigs equipped with top drive units  WO = workover operations  
CT = coiled tubing operation  SCR = electric rig

This rig report was prepared by Wadeen Hepworth

Baker Hughes North America rotary rig counts*

July 9 July 2 Year Ago
US 1,207 1,201 1,065
Canada 313 397 382
Gulf 91 93 103

Highest/Lowest
US/Highest 4530 December 1981
US/Lowest 488 April 1999
Canada/Highest 558 January 2000
Canada/Lowest 29 April 1992

*Issued by Baker Hughes since 1944

The Alaska - Mackenzie Rig Report is sponsored by:

Nabors Drilling employees JUDY PATRICK
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ALBERTA
Oil sands plants hit by unplanned repairs

Unscheduled maintenance has forced two of Canada’s three integrated oil sands
operations to trim their production forecasts for 2004.

Suncor Energy said impurities in the raw bitumen it mined at its northern Alberta
operation caused the temporary shutdown of an upgrader that produces refinery-ready
synthetic oil, while Athabasca project operator Shell Canada had unexpected mainte-
nance that resulted in lost production for the first half of July. 

For Suncor the production target for the year has been trimmed to 220,000 barrels
per day from its earlier estimate of 225,000-230,000 bpd, although that figure excludes
its recently completed Firebag project, which is forecast to average 20,000 bpd and is
planned to reach 35,000 bpd in 2005 as it taps a resource of 9.6 billion barrels.

Adding to the bad news, Suncor said the cash operating costs for its main facility
will reach C$12-$12.50 per barrel for 2004, compared with an expected C$10.75-
$11.75, reflecting costs of maintenance and natural gas, although the gas increase is
likely to be offset by revenues generated from Suncor’s own gas output which was
nearly 200 million cubic feet per day in the first quarter.

Peter Best, an analyst with Credit Suisse First Boston, promptly lowered his 2004
per share profit target to C$2.04 from C$2.20 on the basis of the news.

Shell Canada — whose partners, Chevron Canada and Western Oil Sands, each hold
20 percent stakes — lost an unspecified volume of production when a treatment plant
that separates oil from sand and clay was closed while a tank was cleaned out.

Jan Rowley, public affairs manager at Shell Canada, said the maintenance involved
only “fairly simple repairs,” allowing the consortium to resume its progressive growth
from 136,000 bpd in the first quarter to its ultimate goal of 155,000 bpd.

With only 18 months’ experience, Athabasca faces the usual “bugs” for a newer
operation, said Thomas Ebbern an analyst with Tristone Capital.

The long-term target for operating costs at the project is C$10-$12 per barrel,
assuming natural gas prices do not rise above C$4 per thousand cubic feet, but Shell’s
most recent guidance points to 2004 costs of C$12-$14 per barrel, reflecting the impact
on costs and volumes of its continued ramp-up in production.

—GARY PARK, Petroleum News  Calgary correspondent

HOUSTON, TEXAS
James Mulva to succeed Archie
Dunham as chairman of ConocoPhillips 

The board of directors of ConocoPhillips has elected James Mulva to succeed
Archie Dunham as chairman of the board upon Dunham’s retirement on Sept. 30. The
company said in a July 15 statement that Mulva will continue to serve as president and
chief executive officer.

Mulva, speaking on behalf of the board of directors, thanked
Dunham for his 40 years of dedicated service and his outstand-
ing record of achievement at Conoco, DuPont and
ConocoPhillips. “Your leadership and guidance were essential to
the formation of ConocoPhillips and have been significant fac-
tors in its ongoing success,” said Mulva.

“It has been a great honor for me to have been associated with
wonderful employees at Conoco, DuPont and ConocoPhillips. I
am proud of what we have accomplished together over the years,
and I am very confident that, in Jim Mulva and the senior man-
agement team, the board has ensured strong leadership for ConocoPhillips’ future,”
said Dunham.

Mulva’s succession as chairman is consistent with the previously disclosed terms of
the ConocoPhillips merger agreement, the company said. 

Dunham also has elected to retire from the board of directors when he retires from
ConocoPhillips, in keeping with current best practices in corporate governance.
Dunham noted: “I have often given interviews and speeches on the importance of for-
mer chairmen and CEOs not continuing their board service after retirement in the inter-
est of good governance.”

JAMES MULVA

http://www.panalpina.com
http://www.ntcl.com
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Petrochemical industry would have big
economic impact on Alaska

Group of faculty at University of Alaska Fairbanks College of Engineering and Mines recommends in-state processing
of natural gas liquids from North Slope gas, cites example of Alberta

By PAUL METZ, GANG CHEN, 
SCOTT HUANG, TAO ZHU

For Petroleum News

consortium of petrochemical pro-
ducers and engineering firms
including Dow, Shell, and
Mitsubishi completed an investiga-

tion of the feasibility of the development
of a petrochemical industry in Alaska in
1981 in anticipation of the construction
on an Alaska natural gas pipeline project.
The study was predicated on the comple-
tion of a gas pipeline project that would
transmit Alaska North Slope natural gas
to markets in the contiguous states at a
rate of at least 2.7 bcf per day. This study
was funded by industry but was made
available to the state of Alaska and the
communities that were considered as
potential sites for a world class petro-
chemical complex.

The natural gas liquids that comprise
13 percent of the natural gas by volume
account for a very large portion of the
value of the proven natural gas reserves
(35 tcf) on the North Slope. Inferred
resources of conventional gas are esti-
mated in excess of 165 tcf while uncon-
ventional sources of methane on the
North Slope may exceed 600 tcf (see
Table 1). At a production rate of 4 bcf
per day, the conventional resources are
estimated to have a production life of
more than 100 years.

Prior to the sale of the North Pole
Refinery, Williams completed a feasibili-
ty study for the construction of a much
smaller petrochemical complex than that
envisioned in the Dow-Shell investiga-
tion. This study was not made available
to the general public. More recently Inter
Pipeline Fund has shown an interest in
processing natural gas liquids from
Alaska at its facilities in Calgary (see
Petroleum News, July 08, 2004). 

China now major market 
for petrochemicals 

The products from a world-class
petrochemical complex would include
methanol, ethylene, polyethylene, ethyl-
benzene, ethylene glycol, Styrofoam,

alpha olefins, ethylene dichloride,
ammonia, urea and caustic soda. The
markets for these products in 1981 were
the Gulf Coast of Texas and Japan.
Today the major market is China. The
production of these products was expect-
ed to produce an adequate rate of return
on capital in 1981 contingent on the nat-
ural gas pipeline and a fair market price
for the gas liquids. The production rates
of various currently proposed natural gas
pipeline alternatives range up to 4.5 bcf
per day or more than 50 percent larger
than the proposed project in 1981. Thus
there is a significant increase in the
economy of scale of production.
Increases in product demand and prices
as well as decreased transportation costs
also have enhanced the current feasibility
over the market conditions in 1981.

In addition to the gas liquids from the
Alaska natural gas pipeline, benzene and
water are necessary factor inputs.
Benzene could be produced at the North
Pole Refinery, southeast of Fairbanks
and transported by pipeline to an adja-
cent petrochemical complex. The petro-
chemical plant would consume approxi-
mately 38,000,000 gallons of processed
water per day. The North Pole location
has adequate supplies of near surface
groundwater and surface water from the
Tanana River. 

In addition to the natural gas pipeline
other necessary infrastructural improve-

The authors are members of
the faculty at the College of
Engineering and Mines, University
of Alaska Fairbanks. 

Paul Metz is professor of geo-
logical engineering and chair of
the Department of Mining &
Geological Engineering; Gang
Chen is professor of mining engi-
neering; Scott Huang is professor
of geological engineering; Tao
Zhu is assistant professor of petro-
leum engineering. 

expertVIEW

A
Annual Economic Impact of a Petrochemical

Industry on Alaska
—Compiled by Metz, Chen, Huang, and Tao, July 2004

BASIS: Dow-Shell Group, 1981, Alaska Petrochemical Industry Feasibility Study Information
Insights, 1999, Economic impact of the Petroleum Industry

PREREQUISITE: Development of North Slope Natural Gas and Competively Priced Ethane and
Production of Benzene at North Pole Refinery

INFRASTRUCTURE: Power, Thermal Energy System, Railroad, Port Facilities, Water Supply
System, Shipping, Fire Protection, Communication Systems, Housing, Medical Facilities, Support
Services Industries

PRODUCTS: Methanol, Ethylene, Polyethylene, Ethylbenzene, Ethylene Glycol, Styrofoam,
Alpha Olefins, Ethylene Dichloride, Ammonia, Urea, Caustic Soda

MARKETS: Japan, Gulf Coast (1981), China (2004)

Factor Inputs/Outputs     Gas Line             Gas Line
@ 2.7 BCF/D          @ 4.0 BCF/D
(DowShell, 1981)     (Metz, 2004)

Water                   25,000,000 gpd       38,000,000 gpd

Power                   245 megawatts        368 megawatts
Steam                   1,230,000 lbs/hr     1,850,000 lbs/hr
Total                  6.3 billion Btu/hr   9.5 billion Btu/hr

Healy Coal Equiv (7,500 Btu/lb)* 3,700,000 tons/yr    5,600,000 tons/yr
Co-Generation** 6,200,000 tons/yr    9,300,000 tons/yr

Rail Freight - Products 8,820,000 ton        13,230,000 tons/yr
Rail Freight - Coal     6,200,000 tons/yr    9,300,000 tons/yr

Total           15,020,000 tons/yr   22,530,000 tons/yr

Ship Moorings              300/yr               450/yr

Capital Requiremnts (1981) $4.5 -5.0 billion    $6.7 - 7.5 billion

Employment                  6,800               10,200

Annual Contribution to Economy $400 million         $600 million
(of Alaska not including
coal and benzene production
and rail and ocean freight)

Coal and Transport Contribution $300 million         $450 million

Total           $700 million         $1,050 million

*Healy Coal Equivalent Assuming 100% Efficiency of a Co-Generation Plant
*Healy Coal Equivalent Assuming 60% Efficiency of a Co-Generation Plant

see VIEW page A5
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ments include the re-alignment of the
Alaska Railroad to avoid transport of
large volumes of hazardous materials and
coal through Fairbanks, a railroad exten-
sion from Wasilla to Point McKenzie,
and a deepwater port facility at that site.
The port facility would need to support
at least 450 moorings per year to trans-
port the products to markets in the
Pacific Rim. A railroad extension from
North Poles south to Blair Lakes in sup-
port of military training activities is
under preliminary design. Further exten-
sion of the railroad across the Northern
Foothills of the Alaska Range would pro-
vide a high-speed rail link to the Nenana
coal fields and a high-speed link for the
first 75 miles of the rail transport of the
petrochemical products to tidewater. 

Coal could meet energy 
needs of project

The large scale project would require
370 megawatts of electricity and 1.85
million pounds per hour of steam.
Meeting the energy requirements for
petrochemical production would necessi-
tate the combustion of at least 9.3 million
tons of sub-bituminous coal per year. The
utilization of coal rather than methane
for the thermal requirements of petro-
chemical production as well as the pro-
duction of electricity would not diminish
the quantities of methane that would be
transported by pipeline to markets in the
contiguous states. The only product
shipped through the natural gas pipeline
south of Fairbanks to Midwest markets
would be methane as a single phase.
Thus pipeline transport costs and tariffs
would be minimized. In addition at a
power production scale in excess of 300
megawatts, the low sulfur coal has sig-
nificant economic advantages over natu-
ral gas. Unlike coal, methane can be eco-
nomically transported to competitive
markets in Chicago.

Lignite, a lower rank coal than that
from the Usibelli Coal Mine, is used to
produce petrochemicals in Texas. Texas
accounts for 75 percent of the petro-
chemical production in the United States.
The Texas facilities, many of which are
antiquated, are experiencing major short-
ages in feedstock as natural gas liquids
production from Texas, Louisiana, and

Oklahoma continues to decline. 
The project would provide an estimat-

ed 10,200 direct and indirect jobs at a
capital cost of $6.7-$7.5 billion. The esti-
mated contribution to the economy of the
Fairbanks North Star Borough is at least
$600 million per year in the form of pay-
roll, contractor and vender services and
supplies, and property taxes. This does
not include the contributions from the
six-fold increase in coal production from
the Usibelli Coal Mine, the 22.5 million
tons of added freight per year for the
Alaska Railroad Corp., or the 13.23 mil-
lion tons of petrochemical products that
would be shipped through the port facili-
ties at Point McKenzie. In-state coal pro-
duction and petrochemical transport to
tidewater will contribute an additional
$400 million per year to the economy of
the state.

Alberta requires in-province
processing

D.B. Reynolds, in a 2003 study,
“Alaska and North Slope natural gas:
Development issues and U.S. Canadian
implications,” estimated that methane
production from the 35 tcf of proven
reserves would generate approximately
$23 billion in royalties to the state of
Alaska over the 23 year production peri-
od. Simply stated, this constitutes royalty
revenue of $1 billion per year to the
state. This is assuming a well-head price
of $1.33 per million Btu. The in-state
processing of the natural gas liquids has
the potential of generating equivalent
revenue to the economy of Alaska thus
doubling the benefits of the natural gas
pipeline.

Alaska should learn from the experi-
ences of Alberta. When the province
began to develop its natural gas
resources on a large scale, it enacted

statutes to prohibit the export of natural
gas liquids without the processing of
those liquids into higher unit value petro-
chemical commodities. Alaska should
follow suit.

The rapid expansion of the economy
of the Peoples Republic of China has
resulted in large increases in demand for
mineral and energy commodities. In
1981, China was a net exporter of energy
while today it imports more than 30 per-
cent of its petroleum requirements. The
rapid increase in mineral commodity
prices over the past year and the contin-
ued pressure on energy prices due to
demand in China is expected to be a
prelude to long-term trends. Due to
Alaska’s proximity to China it has an
economic advantage in supplying
China’s material needs. It makes no eco-
nomic sense to transport North Slope
natural gas liquids south and east 1,800
miles from Fairbanks to Calgary and
then ship the derived petrochemical
products west to China. Fairbanks is
2,000 miles closer to Shanghai, China,
than Calgary. The processing of North

Slope gas liquids in Fairbanks rather than
Calgary will reduce transportation dis-
tances to the major Asian market by
nearly 4,000 miles. 

Chinese participation in petrochemical
production in Alaska would require
major diplomatic efforts from both the
state and federal government. This would
be the largest capital investment made by
Chinese companies outside the mainland.
It would also rank in the top six of all
capital investments made within China.

From a Chinese perspective, Alaska is
a secure and stable source of mineral and
energy commodities relative to the
Middle East, Indonesia, and Russia.
Importation of materials from Alaska
also has the advantage of decreasing the
wide trade surplus that China experi-
ences over the United States.
Diminishing this imbalance in trade is in
the best interest of both China and the
United States. ● 

Note: The opinions expressed in this
article are solely those of the co-authors
and have not been reviewed or endorsed
by the University of Alaska.
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Summary of North Slope Natural Gas Resources
SOURCES OF DATA: Alaska Division of Geological and  Geophysical Surveys and U.S. Geological
Survey

—Compiled by Metz, Chen, Huang, and Tao, July 2004

Resource Production Life in Years
(trillion cubic feet)   (at 4 billion cubic feet per day)

Proven Reserves in Prudhoe 
Bay and Kuparuk: 35                              23

State land outside existing
oil and gas fields         65                              43

Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge           65                              43

Coal Bed Methane
(Barrow area only)         44                        29

Gas Hydrates              590                             388

Total             799                             526

NOTE: Department of Energy estimates that the equivalent cost of conversion of coal to
methane is $4.00 per MCF of conventional natural gas. North Slope coal resources are estimated
in excess of 3 trillion tons. The conversion of all this coal methane would result in a production life
several times the total production life of all the other sources of methane on the North Slope.
Conversion facilities would require very large quantities of capital equipment and very large quan-
tites of annual operating supplies. THE MOST COST EFFECTIVE METHOD OF TRANSPORT OF THE
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES TO THE ALASKA NORTH SLOPE IS BY RAIL. Rail access to the Alaska
North Slope could be utilized for some of the logistic requirements of the MacKenzie Delta gas
development.

continued from page A4

VIEW
The products from a world-class

petrochemical complex would
include methanol, ethylene,
polyethylene, ethylbenzene,

ethylene glycol, Styrofoam, alpha
olefins, ethylene dichloride,

ammonia, urea and caustic soda.
The markets for these products in
1981 were the Gulf Coast of Texas

and Japan. Today the major
market is China.

LAFAYETTE, LA.
Stone sells assets

Stone Energy has sold interests in 21
non-core properties in various regions of
the Rocky Mountains for about $8 mil-
lion, Stone said July 12.

The properties make up about 1 per-
cent of the firm’s total estimated proved
reserves at year-end 2003 and include
approximately 28 percent of the compa-
ny’s well count in the Rockies. Stone did
not disclose the buyers. At the time of the
July 6 sale, Stone estimated that average
net daily production from the 21 fields
was less than 2 million cubic feet of nat-
ural gas equivalents:  “Even though this
divestiture will cause a slight decrease in
proved reserves and production, the
divestiture is strategically important to
Stone enabling a more intense focus on
projects that have a more material
impact on our long-term reserves and
production profiles,” said David Welch,
Stone’s CEO.

—RAY TYSON, Petroleum News 
Houston correspondent

http://www.carlile.biz


By RAY TYSON 
Petroleum News Houston Correspondent 

exas-based Magnum Hunter
Resources, one of the fastest growing
exploration and production independ-
ents in the United States, says it and its

partners have made eight new oil and gas
discoveries over the past several months
involving 10 wells in the shallow waters of
the Gulf of Mexico’s continental shelf.

Magnum Hunter, which holds a 50 per-
cent working interest in a two-well field
discovery drilled in May at South Marsh
Island block 113, said July 14 that the wells

would be produced from a common plat-
form production facility and produced via a
pipeline to South Marsh Island block 108.

Construction was expected to begin late
in the third quarter of 2004, with first pro-
duction from block 113 anticipated during
the fourth quarter. Production rates were
not disclosed. Remington Oil and Gas
owns the remaining 50 percent working
interest and operates the block. 

Production from an April discovery at
West Cameron Block 567 is expected to
come on stream in the third quarter,
Magnum Hunter said. Production rates
were not disclosed. Magnum owns a 37.5
percent working interest in the four lease
blocks comprising the prospect area.
Gryphon Exploration owns a 50 percent
working interest and operates the block. 

Magnum Hunter will operate well at
Main Pass block 99

Magnum Hunter, which owns a 100
percent working interest in a discovery at
Main Pass block 99, said it would now
operate the well it drilled together with
Forest Oil in May. A new production
pipeline will tie the well back to Magnum
Hunter’s Main Pass 178 A Platform. Initial
production, which was not disclosed, is
scheduled to begin during the fourth quar-
ter.

This month a discovery well was drilled
on Vermilion block 64 where first produc-
tion is expected during the third quarter,
Magnum Hunter said, adding that it owns a
25 percent working interest in the block,
while Remington owns 50 percent and
operates the lease. Production rates were
not disclosed. 

A new production test from two zones
of 13.4 million cubic feet of gas and 1,350
barrels of condensate per day was recorded
on a discovery at East Cameron block 205,
Magnum Hunter said, adding that first pro-
duction is expected in the third quarter.
Magnum Hunter owns a 40 percent work-
ing interest in the block. Remington owns
the remaining 60 percent working interest
and operates the lease. 

At Vermilion block 241, Magnum
Hunter and Remington scored another dis-
covery in April that tested at 22 million
cubic feet of gas and 1,000 barrels of con-
densate per day from two horizons.
Magnum holds a 50 percent interest in the
discovery. Remington has a 50 percent
interest and operates the block. First pro-
duction is expected during the third quarter.

At West Cameron block 383, Magnum
and Remington had another discovery that
tested at 6.7 million cubic feet of gas equiv-
alent per day. First production is expected
in the third quarter. Magnum owns a 25
percent interest in the discovery, while
Remington owns 50 percent and operates
the block.

Magnum Hunter said a two-well dis-
covery drilled in May at West Cameron
block 398 began production earlier this
month at a combined rate of 20 million
cubic feet of gas equivalent per day.
Magnum owns 40 percent of the discovery.
Remington owns 60 percent and operates
the block.●
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Magnum Hunter scores
discoveries on Gulf’s
continental shelf
Company, partners have made eight new oil and gas discoveries
over past several months from 10 wells in shallow waters

T

CANADA
Government digs in on Petro-Canada
share sale, says will be available soon

The Canadian government’s shares in Petro-Canada will be on sale in a “very short
time,” said Finance Minister Ralph Goodale, brushing aside Canada’s drastically
changed political environment.

He said the sale, worth almost C$3 billion at today’s share values, was “explicitly
included in the (federal) budget of March 23, the budget has been enacted, the budget
has been adopted,” he told reporters July 6. “So there’s no change there at all.”

The leftist New Democratic Party, which believes it holds the crucial balance of
power in Canada’s new Parliament, is flatly opposed to unloading the government’s 19
percent holding in Petro-Canada. Following the June 28 election that left the govern-
ing Liberals in a minority position, NDP leader Jack Layton said only a “pathetic per-
centage” of the Petro-Canada proceeds have been earmarked for renewable energy
solutions and indicated he would attempt to scuttle the sale plans.

But the major opposition party, the Conservatives, said during the election campaign
they want the government out of Petro-Canada and, unless they change their mind,
should ensure the sale takes place.

Goodale said that since March his officials have been putting the pieces in place,
including close consultations with market experts, for what is “likely to be the largest
(transaction) of its kind in Canadian history.”

“Because that homework has already been done, it should be a very short time now
before they can actually proceed,” although that does not mean there will be an
overnight flood of shares on the market, he said. 

—GARY PARK, Petroleum News Calgary correspondent

http://www.nabors.com
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HOUSTON, TEXAS
Vulcan Energy ups ante for Plains
Resources to $419 million

Vulcan Energy has agreed to increase its bid for independent
energy company Plains Resources from $16.75 to $17.25 per share,
Plains said July 12.

Microsoft co-founder and billionaire Paul Allen, along with
Plains chairman James Flores and company chief executive John
Raymond, are party to the proposed takeover through Vulcan
Energy, an affiliate of Allen’s Vulcan Capital. 

Vulcan’s proposal, which goes to Plains shareholders for their
approval July 22, was valued at around $419 million.

Plain’s board of directors said it considered a competing offer
from Leucadia National Corp. suggesting a leveraged recapitaliza-
tion in which Plains would remain a public company, would borrow
about $175 million and use the proceeds to commence a tender offer
to purchase up to 10 million shares of common stock at a price of
$17 per share, 25 cents less than Vulcan’s final offer. The board
rejected Leucadia’s proposal and voted to amend an earlier agree-
ment with Vulcan to raise the price to $17.25 per share. The amend-
ment also provides that Plains will pay Vulcan’s expenses incurred
to date in connection with the acquisition.

Plains said holders of about 17 percent of its outstanding common
stock are contractually committed to vote for the new deal with
Vulcan. 

Plains is engaged in the acquisition, development and exploita-
tion of oil and natural gas. Through its ownership in Plains All
American Pipeline, a limited partnership, Plains also holds interests
in lucrative midstream activities of marketing, gathering, transporta-
tion, terminaling and storage of oil. 

—RAY TYSON, Petroleum News Houston correspondent

WORLDWIDE
IEA foresees an easing of
growth in oil demand in 2005 

Growth in world oil demand will slow to 2.2 percent in 2005,
as China and other oil-hungry developing countries bump up
against their limits for refining and transporting crude, the
International Energy Agency said July 13. 

Demand next year will average 83.2 million barrels a day, and
crude supplies from Russia, Angola and Brazil will meet the bulk
of the increased needs, the agency said in its monthly oil market
report. 

The Paris-based IEA is the energy watchdog for wealthy oil-
importing countries. It analyzes the supply and demand for crude,
but avoids predicting prices. 

Oil demand will surge 3.2% in 2004, predicts IEA
For 2004, the agency predicted that oil demand will surge by

3.2 percent to an average of 81.4 million barrels a day, due partly
to the transfer of manufacturing activity to less energy-efficient

see DEMAND page A8
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Pioneer negotiating risky,
potentially lucrative deal
offshore West Africa
Company has MOU with Nigeria’s Chrome Energy subsidiary for
joint evaluation of block in Joint Development Zone between Nigeria
and The Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe

By RAY TYSON 
Petroleum News Houston Correspondent 

.S.-based exploration and production independ-
ent Pioneer Natural Resources, with a goal of
expanding its growing position in West Africa,
is tiptoeing into an unexplored area of the Gulf

of Guinea where the politics are shaky but the oil pay-
off could be huge.

Pioneer also could team up with a little known
company noted for its financially troubled past involv-
ing a shareholder uprising back home in the United
States and several company takeovers. Environmental
Remediation Holding Corp. also had to contend with
a military coup in The Democratic Republic of Sao
Tome and Principe, a tiny, politically unstable and
poor island nation also located in the hydrocarbon-
rich Gulf of Guinea. 

ERHC, whose beginnings go back to Louisiana
but which is now controlled by Nigeria’s Chrome
Energy, has entered into a memorandum of under-
standing with Pioneer calling for “the joint evaluation
and participation” in Block 2 of the so-called Joint
Development Zone, shared 60 percent by Nigeria and
40 percent by Sao Tome, following hard-fought nego-
tiations over territorial rights.

Companies negotiating 
ERHC did not return calls and Pioneer offered lit-

tle additional information concerning the MOU, other
than to say there was no deal with ERHC and that the
companies were merely negotiating terms regarding a
high-potential exploration block that has yet to be
awarded by the Joint Development Zone authority.

Nevertheless, “we feel the potential could be great
on that block,” said Chris Paulsen of Pioneer’s
investor relations department. 

Block 2 was among nine blocks offered in last
year’s first Joint Development Zone licensing round.
Seismic company WesternGeco is said to have identi-
fied 17 prospects on the nine blocks with combined
estimated reserves of 14.4 billion barrels of oil, a tidy
volume indeed should the estimate prove to be accu-

rate. 
Because of its early involvement with Sao Tome

and Chrome’s business and political connections in
Nigeria, struggling ERHC was able to negotiate high-
ly attractive preferential rights for six of the Joint
Development Zone blocks. 

In fact, ERHC once held the exclusive rights to
manage all of Sao Tome’s oil and gas affairs, despite
the company’s troubled background and lack of
money. That deal included the right to explore and
develop concessions of its choosing, plus an astound-
ing 5 percent overriding royalty on all production gen-
erated by other companies that might have operated in
Sao Tome’s virgin waters. 

Ayear ago, Major Fernando Pereira led a bloodless
military coup in Sao Tome, accusing the government
of corruption and the mismanagement of public funds.
A truce struck between the junta and President
Fradique de Menezes included provisions for the cre-
ation of a new government and greater transparency in
Sao Tome’s dealings with the oil industry. 

Even altered terms appear to be a sweet deal 
ERHC’s claims under the earlier agreement were

altered following a dispute with Sao Tome, a former
Portuguese colony with a population of around
140,000 and a small land mass about the size of
Rhode Island, 372 square miles. Still, it appears to be
a sweet deal for ERHC.

Under the revised agreement, ERHC gained the
right to increase its participation in the Joint
Development Zone. It formerly had a total 30 percent
paid working interest in two blocks. Under the revised
agreement, it has varying interests in six exploration
blocks that total 125 percent. In exchange, the compa-
ny relinquished its right to the overriding royalty, as
well as a share of licensing bonuses and profits from
other producers in the Joint Development Zone. 

However, in the Sao Tome controlled Exclusive
Economic Zone, ERHC would have the right to
acquire a 100 percent working interest in two blocks
of its choosing without having to pay any bonus, sub-

U

see PIONEER page A8
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ject to Sao Tome’s reserving three blocks of
its choice. Additionally, ERHC would have
the right to acquire a 15 percent working
interest in any two blocks in the Exclusive
Economic Zone but would have to pay a
share of the bonus. Sao Tome has yet to hold
a licensing round of its own. As in the Joint
Development Zone, ERHC also would not
be precluded from bidding for additional
working interest in any block in the
Exclusive Economic Zone either alone or in
partnership with other oil companies. 

ERHC supported financially by Chrome 
Regarding Block 2 in the Joint

Development Zone, ERHC chose to receive
a 30 percent working interest requiring no
signature bonus. A bonus of $113 million
was submitted by Foby Engineering.
However, that bid has yet to be accepted or
the block awarded. The only bid accepted
thus far was for $123 million (Block 1) from
a consortium led by ChevronTexaco. 

ERHC has said it relinquished its former
rights so the licensing round could proceed,
adding that its ability to participate in four
blocks without having to pay signature

bonuses “improves any valuation of project
economics to competition, capital resources,
general economic conditions and other risks
… “

Pioneer could hook up with a company
with virtually no money, shedding what few
hard assets it once had to focus entirely on
the Gulf of Guinea. In fact, ERHC has been
operating in the red for some time, support-
ed financially by Chrome.

Chrome Energy is part of the Chrome
Group, a private holding company which
has operating companies in Nigeria and the
United States. It is involved in commercial
banking, insurance, air transportation,
power, telecommunications, oil and gas, and
downstream petrochemical and refining,
primarily in Nigeria.

ERHC reported a loss of $616,378 for
the first quarter of 2004 and a loss of
$698,588 compared to the same period a
year earlier. The company generated zero
revenues and further reported that its liabili-
ties exceeded its assets by $14.69 million.
The company incurred a loss of $3.15 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2003 and a loss of $4.08
million in fiscal year 2002.

“It is expected that the company will
continue to borrow funds from Chrome in
the future but there is no assurance that
funds will be made available or under simi-
lar terms,” according to ERHC’s most recent
quarterly report. The company said it was
involved in negotiations with unspecified
parties to raise cash for general operations
and specific projects, presumably for its
Gulf of Guinea prospects, “until such time
as the company generates revenues suffi-
cient to maintain itself as a viable entity.”

ERHC began in East Texas, 
Gulf of Mexico 

Formed in 1996, ERHC began with
about $5 million in capitalization, aging pro-
duction wells in East Texas, and a contract to
remediate some 400 wells in the Gulf of
Mexico. Former chief executive Sam Bass
is said to have used his extensive interna-
tional ties to help land the contract in Sao
Tome, which at the time was emerging from
years of political strife and financial prob-
lems. As part of the joint venture agreement,
ERHC was to funnel $1 per barrel of future
production into a special fund to help edu-
cate the children of Sao Tome.

ERHC faced extinction in early 2000
when a group of disgruntled shareholders
went to court in Colorado in an attempt to
gain control of the foundering company
from Arkansas investor Geoffrey Tirman,
who laid claim to 80 percent of the compa-
ny. Shareholders accused Tirman of reneg-
ing on an agreement to provide needed
financing for ERHC and jeopardizing the
company’s prized contract with Sao Tome.

Tirman, who had little or no experience
in the oil and gas industry, traveled to Sao
Tome in an apparent effort to salvage the
potentially lucrative oil contract, but ended
up in a contentious encounter with govern-
ment officials. A warrant for Tirman’s arrest
reportedly was issued after he departed the
country. 

Chrome, with its strong ties to Nigeria,
took control of ERHC in early 2001 by
acquiring a majority of ERHC shares.
Pioneer’s Paulsen said Sao Tome would be
higher on the ladder of political risk than
most countries Pioneer deals with but that
the company is willing to take on a partner
in the Joint Development Zone. 

“We are trying to get a foothold in Africa
and particularly in West Africa,” he said,
noting the company’s early 2004 agreement
with Kosmos Energy to jointly explore in a
huge area along the west coast of Africa
extending from Morocco in the north
through Angola in the south, excluding
Gabon where Pioneer already is active.
Pioneer also is active in North and South
Africa. ●
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developing nations and to rising con-
sumption there. 

The IEA noted that global supplies
rose in June by 1 percent, or 790,000
barrels a day, with the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries account-
ing for 635,000 barrels of the increase. 

Even so, prices for U.S. light crude
shot to more than $40 a barrel early in
June on concerns about supply disrup-
tions in Iraq and fears of a possible terror
attack in Saudi Arabia, the IEA reported. 

Prices slipped later in June, but uncer-

tainty about shipments from Iraq and
Nigeria and legal difficulties for Russia’s
largest oil company Yukos contributed to
fresh fears about supply and have helped
push prices higher again early this
month, the agency said. 

Although industrialized countries’
inventories of crude rose to more com-
fortable levels in May, inventories of
gasoline and other refined products
remained tight, it said. 

Contracts of U.S. light crude for
August delivery were trading July 13 at
$39.14 a barrel, down 36 cents, in elec-
tronic dealings in advance of the opening
on the New York Mercantile Exchange. 

—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

continued from page A7
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CANADA
Canadian minnow takes bold steps

Endless Energy has boundless optimism, gaining shareholder approval June 28
to raise C$30 million and spend it all on an East Coast offshore well. 

In the process, the company will change its name to Marauder Resources East
Coast and take a 50 percent interest in the Wolfville N-32 well, scheduled for
spudding in the Balmoral block in the first half of 2005.

Endless President Jon Axford boldly told his annual meeting of shareholders
that it “seems we’re a slam dunk for 200 billion cubic feet.” EnCana is the block’s
operator and 50 percent owner.

The acreage was picked up from Nova Scotia Resources, a Nova Scotia gov-
ernment corporation whose assets were sold to various buyers.

The Balmoral block is part of the Deep Panuke natural gas field, owned by
EnCana, which suspended development plans last year while it explored more
favorable economic options, including a possible tie in to the existing Sable gas
field.

—GARY PARK, Petroleum News Calgary correspondent

Nevada firm moves into oil sands 
Deep Well Oil & Gas, a Nevada-based corporation, has gained a foothold in

Alberta’s oil sands by acquiring 100 percent of privately held Mikwec Energy Canada
for an undisclosed amount.

Once the deal closes, Deep Well will control a
major heavy oil property, including an 80 percent
working interest in 20,480 acres near Sawn Lake in
north-central Alberta. 

Preliminary work by Mikwec indicates more than
1.5 billion barrels of oil are in place, Deep Well said.

The Nevada company said exploration activities
since the mid-1980s, combined with technological
advances, have made the “previously bypassed
resource economically attractive.”

Deep Well said it plans to commence operations
as an oil and gas E&P company, with special emphasis on heavy oil and gas explo-
ration in northern Alberta. 

Earlier this month, Deep Well appointed Menno Wiebe as chief operating officer.
Wiebe has experience evaluating the oil sands as an employee of Hudson’s Bay Oil &
Gas. He has more recently held various overseas postings with Occidental Petroleum,
Bow Valley Industries, Husky Energy, Hall-Houston Oil and Pertacal Energy.

—GARY PARK, Petroleum News Calgary correspondent

HOUSTON, TEXAS
Nabors cuts
earnings estimate

Nabors Industries Ltd. has cut its
earnings estimate for the second quarter
to 27 or 28 cents per share, 20 percent
below the First Call mean estimate of 35
cents for each diluted share. And Nabors
executives said July 1 that full-year prof-
its will likely be 10 to 15 cents a share
below previous forecasts. The second
quarter will still come in well above
2003’s 19 cents per share.  

The company says its Alaska busi-
nesses are running slightly ahead of fore-
casts, and the same is true for U.S. well
servicing operations. Rig counts and
margins are up in the Lower 48 market,
the company says. Canadian prospects
suffered recently, though, with heavy rain
dampening what started out as a rapid
recovery from the spring thaw.The big
negatives are in the international opera-
tions of Nabors, nominally based in
Barbados. Bad weather meant higher rig-
moving expenses in Mexico, and there
were also problems in Colombia, Kenya
and Trinidad. A jackup operating in the
Arabian Gulf had 25 days of downtime.

U.S. offshore operations aren’t
improving as quickly as company execu-
tives expected, due to a weak market for
workover jackups. Nabors expects the
second half to be better in this area, but
still below prior forecasts.Oil and gas
operations are performing well, says
Gene Isenberg, Nabors’ CEO, with suc-
cess in three of five recent exploration
wells. 

—ALLEN BAKER, Petroleum News 
contributing writer

Once the deal closes,
Deep Well will control a

major heavy oil
property, including an

80 percent working
interest in 20,480 acres

near Sawn Lake in
north-central Alberta.
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YUKON, OKLA.
Superior Oil buys Barnett Shale lease,
negotiating other deals in three states 

Superior Oil & Gas Co. said July 12 that it has purchased a 112-acre lease from an
undisclosed independent in Cooke County, Texas.

Superior said July 12 that the lease is in the prolific Barnett Shale field of North
Texas and that it has obtained an option to acquire an additional 7,000 acres in
Montague and Wise Counties, Texas. The acreage is an offset to a number of current-
ly producing wells in the Barnett Shale formation, the company said. 

Superior said it is in negotiations to purchase several producing oil and gas leases
in Texas, Oklahoma and Colorado. The company said also it is in negotiations for the
purchase of a natural gas transmission and gathering system in Texas.

—RAY TYSON, Petroleum News Houston correspondent

ALBERTA

California-based Fluor lands contract
for Alberta oil sands venture

Fluor, the California-based engineering
giant, has landed the first major contract
for the Long Lake oil sands project in
Alberta, a joint venture between OPTI
Canada and Nexen.

The US$570 million job extends Fluor’s
involvement since late 2001 in the front-
end engineering for the first oil sands proj-
ect to combine steam-assisted gravity
drainage extraction technology with on-site
upgrading.

Among other things, Fluor will under-
take detailed engineering of three upgrader
units.

Construction of the C$3.2 billion project is scheduled to start later this year, tar-
geting a July 2007 start-up and peak output of 58,500 barrels per day of light,
sweet synthetic crude in the first phase. The Long Lake lease holds about 1.9 bil-
lion barrels of recoverable bitumen.

—GARY PARK, Petroleum News Calgary correspondent 

● C A N A D A  

Canada nudges land
sales earnings up 10%

By GARY PARK
Petroleum News Calgary Correspondent 

ales of petroleum and natural gas
rights across Canada slowed in the
second quarter in two key markets
— British Columbia and

Saskatchewan — but governments still
raked in a healthy C$697 million for the
first six months, up 10 percent from a
year ago.

Evidence of intense competition for
exploration prospects was reflected in the
fact that 466 companies secured rights.

As usual, the dominant province was
Alberta, which claimed C$540 million of
the total revenues, including a robust
C$334 million in the second quarter.

Average land values were the highest
in almost 25 years in Alberta, hitting
C$388 per hectare (one hectare equals
2.471 acres) in the April-June period, sur-
passing British Columbia’s C$354.

Of the 5.02 million acres in rights sold
in all jurisdictions to the end of June,
Alberta accounted for 3.6 million acres,
with coalbed methane prospects making a
significant impact.

For the six months, British Columbia
set the pace at an average C$385 per
hectare, compared with Alberta’s C$369
and Saskatchewan’s C$151. 

In addition to the rights, total cash
sales and work commitments reached 6.6
million acres, down from 6.89 million
acres for the first half of 2003.

Contributing to that tally, the
Northwest Territories fetched C$125 mil-
lion from the sale of 720,000 acres, while
Nova Scotia granted rights to 342,000
acres, but did not release the work com-
mitment dollars.

There was no sign of any flagging in
Alberta’s first sale of the second half
when 405,000 acres changed hands for
almost C$49 million.

Contact, EnCana among major players
Leading the successful bidders was

broker Scott Land & Leasing, which
spent C$156 million acquiring 1.04 mil-
lion acres for clients who kept their iden-
tities confidential.

The busiest companies were Contact
Exploration, which accumulated 370,000
acres, the bulk from an onshore auction in
New Brunswick, followed by EnCana,
which added 342,000 acres to its portfo-
lio, including a major work commitment
in Saskatchewan.

Next in line were Paramount
Resources, 335,000 acres; broker
Standard Land, with a C$53 million
investment in 269,000 acres for anony-
mous clients; and Canadian Natural
Resources, 90,000 acres.

Other major players in the hunt includ-
ed Shell Canada, with an acquisition of
66,640 acres in British Columbia; Devon
Canada, 38,320 acres; and Burlington
Resources Canada, 34,650 acres. ●
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The US$570 million job
extends Fluor’s involvement
since late 2001 in the front-
end engineering for the first
oil sands project to combine

steam-assisted gravity
drainage extraction

technology with on-site
upgrading.
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WESTERN COLORADO
EnCana seeks to build natural
gas wells in western Colorado 

EnCana Oil and Gas said it plans to drill 114 natural gas wells
over the next two years on 4,000 acres south of Rifle, Colo. 

The company recently submitted a proposal to the Bureau of
Land Management that calls for 80 wells on federal land and 34
on private land in the area. 

The wells would be drilled from two existing locations and 18
new locations. Some well pads would support multiple drilling
rigs. 

“It’s a natural extension of the work we’ve already been doing
in and around Grass Mesa,” EnCana spokesman Walt Lowry said
July 6. 

The BLM is conducting an environmental assessment of the
plan through July 26. 

The area is in Garfield County, one of the hot spots in energy
development across the West. Industry officials say the county
could see 5,000 to 10,000 new oil and gas wells over the next
decade. 

Last year, 566 permits were issued for new wells in Garfield
County. So far this year, more than 200 have been issued, putting
the county on pace for 700. 

—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NORTH AMERICA
North American rig count
drops by 78 to 1,520

The number of rotary drilling rigs operating in North America
during the week ending July 9 fell by a net 78 to 1,520 compared to
the previous week but increased by 73 rigs versus the same weekly
period a year ago, according to rig monitor Baker Hughes.

Canada accounted for the entire loss, falling by 84 rigs to 313
compared to the prior week. The number of rigs operating in the
country during the recent week also was down by 69 when com-
pared to the year-ago period.

The overall decline was partially offset in the United States,
which gained a net six rigs from the previous week to total 1,207
and picked up 142 versus the year-ago period. Compared to the pre-
vious week the land rig count alone increased by seven to 1,092,
while inland waters picked up one rig to total 19. Offshore, the rig
count decreased by two to 96.

Of the total number of rigs operating in the United States during
the recent week, 1,028 were drilling for natural gas and 177 for oil,
while two were being used for miscellaneous purposes. Of the total,
740 were vertical wells, 330 directional wells, and 137 horizontal
wells. California’s rig count increased by three to 28 and
Oklahoma’s rose by three to 170. New Mexico picked up two rigs
for a total of 68 and Alaska gained two rigs for a total of 10. The
Texas rig count fell by four to 495 and Louisiana’s fell by three to
167. Wyoming was unchanged at 85 rigs.

—RAY TYSON, Petroleum News Houston correspondent 

● N O R T H  S L O P E  A L A S K A

Petro-Canada, Talisman
expand North Slope presence

By KAY CASHMAN
Petroleum News Publisher & Managing Editor

etro-Canada and Talisman Energy’s U.S. sub-
sidiary Fortuna Energy increased their land
position on Alaska’s North Slope at the June
northwest National Petroleum Reserve- Alaska

lease sale held by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management. (See June 6 article in Petroleum News.)

Both Calgary-based companies had a North Slope
acreage position before the sale, but the $13,614,835
spent by Petro-Canada and the $26,480,300 spent by
Talisman in the June sale represented more than a
simple acreage increase.

For Petro-Canada the
move into the oil-prone NPR-
A was a big step beyond the
speculative gas-prone
acreage it began picking up
three years ago in the foothills of the Brooks Range.

For Talisman, which farmed into Total’s NPR-A
acreage last year as a minority partner,  the June NPR-
A sale leases represented its first acreage as an opera-
tor.

Petro-Canada waiting on gas line, lawsuit
One of the largest producers of natural gas in west-

ern Canada, Petro-Canada’s initial move across the
border into Alaska was viewed as an extension of its
natural gas activities in the Alberta foothills and
Northeast British Columbia, where “geological
prospects … are similar” to those in Alaska, a com-
pany representative told Petroleum News at the time.

The company said it wanted to get its foot in the
door in case a North Slope gas line was built.

That same year Petro-Canada, a member of the
Mackenzie Delta Explorers Group, was the first to
drill a natural gas-exploration well in the delta in
more than a decade. (Devon Canada was a partner in
that discovery.) 

Aside from filling in around its acreage in the May
state foothills sale and doing some field work, Petro-
Canada’s plan for its Brooks Range foothills acreage
was to wait to see if a gas pipeline from the North
Slope would be built to free the area’s stranded gas.
(See May 30 article in Petroleum News.)

That changed when the company made a success-
ful bid for NPR-A leases in June, although Petro-
Canada might be playing a different kind of waiting
game for its NPR-A acreage.

Petro-Canada spokeswoman Susan Braungart told
Petroleum News that the “oil prime” NPR-A acreage
would give the company an additional base for oper-
ations in Alaska and possibly something to work on
“while we await news on a gas pipeline.”

She said, “We’re interested in Alaska because we
continue to see the area as highly prospective for both
gas and oil.”

Once the company has been assigned the leases it
won in the NPR-A sale and if BLM wins a recent
lawsuit filed by environmental groups against the
northwest NPR-Asale, then Petro-Canada will decide
what it wants to do with its NPR-A leases, Braungart
said.

“We’re hopeful that once the leases have been
issued that the BLM will have resolved any legal
issues with the leases and we can continue interpreta-
tion efforts with the data available,” she said.

Derek Evoy, manager of frontier exploration for
Petro-Canada, is in charge of the firm’s Alaska assets.

Talisman expects to drill 
well in winter of 2005-06 

While Talisman’s Fortuna faces the same lawsuit
concerns, it still sees Alaska as a bright prospect in its
group of international assets and expects to drill a
well in NPR-A in the winter of 2005-2006.

David Mann, manager of investor relations and
corporate communications for Talisman, told
Petroleum News July 15, “The view within the com-
pany is that the next well we drill in Alaska will be in
the winter of  2005-06.”

When asked if the well would be on the acreage it
shares with Total, the new NPR-A acreage in just
picked up on the eastern edge of the northwest NPR-
A planning area, or elsewhere, Mann said he didn’t
know.

“Obviously we already have seismic on the Total
acreage where Total is the operator,” he said, and no
seismic has been shot in recent years on Talisman’s
new NPR-A acreage.

“And obviously we have our own views on geol-
ogy and prospectivity,” he said in regard to the 9,362
foot, Caribou 26-11 No. 1 well Total drilled on their
joint acreage this past winter. (See July 4 article in
Petroleum News.)

Mann said Petro-Canada “is in the middle of the
budgeting and planning process right now,” and is
looking at all its “high impact, albeit higher risk
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CANADA/ALASKA
Calls for Alaska, Canada to
form northern gas alliance

In agreeing to band together on energy issues, such as natural
gas pipelines out of the Arctic, Canada’s western and northern
governments also indicated they would welcome Alaska’s partic-
ipation.

The premiers of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, the Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut agreed
at their annual conference July 6-8 to cooperate in marketing
their region as a “secure supplier of oil, gas and hydroelectricity”
to North America, the Asia/Pacific and other global markets. 

Yukon Premier Dennis Fentie said the first step towards an
energy alliance of the provincial and territorial governments
would also “include working closely with the state of Alaska.”

The same case was made in Calgary July 9 by Alaska Gov.
Frank Murkowski, who called for a northern gas alliance of
Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, the Yukon and Northwest
Territories to make a case to the U.S. and Canadian governments
to develop northern gas.

A keynote speaker at an Interstate Natural Gas Association of
America conference, Murkowski said consumers and industry
stand to benefit from a pipeline to move North Slope gas to mar-
ket.

Without a steady supply of Alaska gas to help keep pipelines
out of Alberta operating at capacity in the decades ahead,
Canadian producers could find themselves paying higher tariffs
to get their own gas to market, he said.

Murkowski said it is no secret that pipelines out of Western
Canada will have room in the years ahead as production declines
in the Western Canada Sedimentary basin’s mature fields.

He said neither Alaska nor Western Canada “can afford to wait
indefinitely to begin commercializing northern gas,” given the
rising North American interest in imported liquefied natural gas.

“Alaska isn’t looking to compete with Canada for market
share, but rather to help maximize existing pipeline investments
so that we can all share in a growing market,” Murkowski said.

—GARY PARK, Petroleum News Calgary correspondent 

● F O R T  Y U K O N ,  A L A S K A  

CBM tests begin in village
State, federal and university team plans core drilling east of Yukon
River village through known coal seams to test for gas

By PATRICIA LILES 
Petroleum News Contributing Writer

sing a recently purchased core rig now owned
by the state of Alaska, state, federal and univer-
sity researchers plan their first drill program in
late July to test the potential of coalbed methane

for an energy source in a rural Alaska village.
One core hole will be drilled this summer on a site

with known coal seams about one mile east of Fort
Yukon, a village of about 800 residents on the Yukon
River in eastern Interior Alaska.

Researchers hope to drill down to 2,400 feet, pass-
ing through two coal seams detected by prior seismic
and drilling work, according to Jim Clough, geologist
with the Alaska Division of Geological &
Geophysical Surveys.

Tests will be conducted on-site this summer to test
for the presence and the quantity of methane gas in the
coal seams, he said, estimated to be each about 60 feet
thick.

The work is scheduled to begin in late July and run
for roughly two weeks, said Clough, an ardent advo-
cate of developing coalbed methane as an energy
source for rural Alaska villages.

Through its Arctic Energy Office, the U.S.
Department of Energy is funding much of this sum-
mer’s $500,000 drill program, which includes finan-
cial matches from the state of Alaska and the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. Total DOE funding
for the two-year program is $700,000, with a cost
share match of $593,672, according to the University
of Alaska Fairbanks’ Arctic Energy Technology
Development Laboratory.

Additional federal funding from the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management allowed the state to purchase
the Christiansen CS 1000 P6L core rig and accessory
equipment, totaling $267,344, Clough said.

The research team, made up of DGGS, UAF, geol-
ogists from the U.S. Geological Survey, BLM and
GW Scientific, hopes to conduct additional core
drilling for coalbed methane testing next summer at
Fort Yukon, provided the work this year produces pos-
itive results.

The group has also applied for $10 million in fed-
eral funding through U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens, R-
Alaska, which, if approved, would allow additional
drilling in Fort Yukon, as well as initial test drilling in
two other communities, Clough said. “That’s a lot of
money so we could go and do more field work.”

Prior drilling produces gas shows
Fort Yukon was selected as the first coalbed

methane test because of a prior, unrelated research
hole drilled there 10 years ago, which encountered
coal at 1,280 feet. When pulling samples up, those
drillers observed bubbling and popping, indicating gas
presence, Clough said.

Researchers plan this summer to re-enter that old
hole using the slim-hole core rig, which can drill down
to 3,000 feet. In addition to the coal seam at 1,280 feet,
the group believes another coal seam is present at
1,600 feet, Clough said, based on 8.5 line miles of
seismic data gathered in the area surrounding Fort
Yukon by researchers in 2001. 

That work indicates continuous coal seams in the
area, including under the village, Clough said.

The state-owned drill rig, similar to models used in
conventional mineral exploration work, will produce
a 2.5-inch core sample. At the end of the drill test this
summer, the group plans to ream out the hole to four
inches in diameter and conduct hydrological tests on
the formation.

Reducing power costs in rural Alaska
Clough believes coalbed methane could solve the

problem of high electric costs in rural Alaska. In Fort
Yukon, electric power costs about 46 cents per kilo-
watt hour, more than five times the rate available in
Alaska’s largest communities. The community con-
sumes about 360,000 gallons of diesel a year to pro-
duce that electricity, and burns another 260,000 gal-
lons for home heating purposes.

Calculating a usage range and growth rate, the vil-
lage’s diesel consumption could be replaced by a
coalbed methane project that produces 250,000 to
500,000 cubic feet of gas per day, according to the
research team.

Estimated costs to develop such a project total
$5.064 million, according to the research project’s
presentation, although a more realistic range is $8 to
$10 million, Clough said.

Other villages offer potential sites
Fort Yukon is one of about 40 remote villages in

Alaska that are on or near known coal resources. Two
other communities, Wainwright on the North Slope
and Chignik on the Alaska Peninsula, are also high
priority targets for the coalbed methane exploration
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ConocoPhillips, Sound Energy
sign MOU for LNG facility

ConocoPhillips and Sound Energy Solutions, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Mitsubishi Corp., said July 12 that they have signed a
memorandum of understanding “to work jointly on the continuing
development” of Sound Energy Solutions proposed liquefied natu-
ral gas import terminal at Long Beach, Calif. 

Asked if ConocoPhillips would only be a gas provider or would
also invest in the receiving terminal, ConocoPhillips spokeswoman
Linsi Crain told Petroleum News that the roles of ConocoPhillips
and Sound Energy Solutions “are currently being negotiated and

CALIFORNIA

see MOU page A14
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By PATRICIA LILES 
Petroleum News Contributing Writer

number of wildlands fires continue to
burn through the Interior and eastern
part of Alaska, affecting placer miners
and metals prospectors attempting to

work during the state’s short summer sea-
son. One area of impact is the Fortymile
mining district, a historically significant
gold producing area spread out along
drainages of the Fortymile River, just west
of the Alaska-Yukon border, south of the
community of Eagle and northwest of Tok.

State records show 46 active placer min-
ing operations in the area this year, accord-
ing to Brent Martellaro, geologist with the
Alaska Department of Natural Resources in
the Division of Land, Mining and Water.
Roughly one-third of those are permits for
suction dredging on the Fortymile River, he
said.

“The impact on a lot of placer miners has
undoubtedly been no access, because the
(Taylor Highway) road has been closed on
and off for the last two weeks,” he said.
“Some of the largest fires have been in that
region.”

Actual damage reports to mining or
exploration operations have not yet filtered
back to the department for the Fortymile
area, nor have reports for other placer min-
ing areas off the Steese Highway, an area
burned by the Boundary fire, which contin-
ues to threaten areas northeast of Fairbanks.

Gold production at the Fort Knox mine,
about 25 miles northeast of Fairbanks, con-
tinues the week of July 12. Alaska’s largest
gold producer shut down on June 30, after
fire managers issued an evacuation order for
that area. Limited gold production resumed
the next day and resumed at its full rate on
July 3, general manager John Wild said.

According to Fort Knox spokeswoman
Lorna Shaw, the mine’s lost gold production
during the shutdown was valued at

$400,000, although the total cash loss to the
operation was $250,000. The mine’s
reduced usage of products consumed, such
as electricity, fuel and reagents, made up the
difference.

Fort Knox operations normal July 14 
Mine operations are running normally

now, she said on July 14, although mine staff
continue to attend daily fire briefings and are
prepared for the fire to turn back toward Fort
Knox. “The air is thick with smoke once
again and the fire has not been put out.
We’ve been fortunate that most of the spread
has been in the opposite direction,” Shaw
said. 

Regional exploration by Kinross Gold,
the parent company for Fort Knox, has
slowed this summer, also due to the fires. No
equipment or materials have been damaged
by fire, Shaw said. “We did, however, lose
five crew days, 10 core drill shifts on the
Fort Knox Pit (drilling) program and five

RC (reverse circulation) drill days at True
North. The losses were due to access restric-
tions and smoke conditions.”

That portion of the Boundary fire has not
yet crossed the ridge north of Fairbanks
Creek, which drains the hills just north and
east of Fort Knox. A shuttered historical
stamp mill called the Hi Yu has been spared,
as has an inactive gold dredge near the con-
fluence of Fish and Fairbanks creeks,
Martellaro said. Other Fairbanks Creek area
placer mine operations have reportedly
resumed, he said, although he’s attempting
to determine whether the fire burned
through the Kokomo Creek drainage, possi-
bly damaging a placer operation there.

A new fire broke out the second week of
July in the Crazy Mountains, west of the
Yukon River village of Circle and north of
the Steese Highway community of Central.
Should the fire continue to spread to the
southwest, it could threaten placer mining
operations near Central, Martellaro noted. ●
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program.
Coal at Wainwright, detected by past oil

and gas exploration, is known to be gassy,
Clough said. But the costs to drill and devel-
op that resource are higher than at Fort
Yukon, he said.

DGGS also tested samples taken from a
water well drilled to a depth of 720 feet near
Chignik, in southwestern Alaska, almost
two years ago. Although samples included
carbonaceous shales, it did not encounter
coal at that location, Clough said.

DGGS and USGS are also investigating
coal resources in Cordova, McGrath and
Unalakleet, through field studies this sum-
mer.

Originally, the group proposed drilling
one test well at Fort Yukon in the first year
of the program, then in the second year,
drilling up to five wells in the Mat-Su area,
in order to test production of coalbed
methane using the slim-hole rig. That plan
has been altered, due to a community outcry
against coalbed methane production in the
more populated area, according to the Arctic
Energy Technology Development
Laboratory’s director, Dennis Witmer.

“The decision was made to go drill
directly in Fort Yukon, where current ener-
gy prices are much higher and people actu-
ally want the gas,” he said. “This had led to
some changes in budget and scope, but the
project is moving forward this summer.” ●
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Fires plague miners, prospectors
Wildlands fires continue to burn through placer mine, hard rock prospecting areas 
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will be formalized if a joint development
agreement is reached.” 

Crain said ConocoPhillips “is looking to
monetize its worldwide reserves of natural
gas and deliver that gas to market. In this
case, it would be Pacific Rim gas.” 

She noted the company is also develop-
ing two other LNG import facilities in the
United States. ConocoPhillips said July 6
that it had finalized its transaction with
Freeport LNG Development L.P. to partici-
pate in a proposed LNG receiving terminal
in Quintana, Brazoria County, Texas. And
in April the company applied to the U.S.
Coast Guard for an LNG terminal in feder-
al waters offshore Alabama in the Gulf of
Mexico. 

Sound Energy Solutions is proposing to

use a portion of Pier T at the Port of Long
Beach — some 25 acres at Pier 126 — for
a terminal capable of unloading LNG ships
ranging in capacity from 90,000 cubic
meters to 145,000 cubic meters, with send
out capacity of 700 million cubic feet per
day and a peak capacity of 1 billion cubic
feet per day. 

Sound Energy Solutions said it expects
that some 70 vessels a year, about one ship
every five days, would bring in LNG, pri-
marily from the Pacific Rim. 

There would be two 160,000 cubic
meter cryogenic receiving tanks where the
LNG would be temporarily stored in its liq-
uefied state, natural gas liquids would be
recovered and the LNG revaporized. 

A new natural gas pipeline would con-
nect the receiving terminal with the
Southern California Gas Co.’s existing
pipeline system. Sound Energy Solutions
said the pipeline would be “constructed,
owned and operated by a third party, not
SES.”  A portion of the LNG would not be
vaporized, but would be sold in its liquid
state as vehicle fuel, the company said, with
LNG trailer trucks transporting the LNG
liquid fuel. 

Sound Energy Solutions said the
offloading dock, two LNG storage tanks,
regasification facilities, equipment for
recovery of NGLs and an LNG vehicle fuel
truck-loading facility are estimated to cost
about $400 million. The facility is expected
to be operational by 2007 or 2008. 

—KRISTEN NELSON, Petroleum News 
editor-in-chief
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WEST COAST
California Web site on trade falls short 

The California Energy Commission is touting an updated website, called Global
Energy Connection, as a tool to promote international trade for California energy com-
panies. 

“The goal of the Global Energy Connection is to provide international and gov-
ernmental contact information to energy businesses,” according to a press release
from the agency. “The new website is designed to remove barriers for California busi-
ness and broaden the State’s presence in the global energy market…”

But a review of the site so far indicates it has a long way to go to become a useful
tool for industry.

One area of the site holds a list of companies in California that are offering their
services to international clients.

Some familiar names appear on the list, such as Unocal and Texaco Exploration
and Production, as well as Calpine, BP Solar, GE Hydro, Sempra Energy, and Solar
Turbines, a subsidiary of Caterpillar. There are a few drilling service companies. 

But the entries on the 124-page list are overwhelmingly heavy on alternative ener-
gy systems and consultants, most of them quite small. The agency cautions that “no
attempt was made to screen companies contained in this directory according to their
reputation, quality of product, services offered, or other such criteria.”

The commission promises a project financing database and a service to put buyers
and sellers together sometime in the future. 

There’s a tab on the home page labeled: “International Energy Project Financing:
A listing of banks, institutions and government agencies involved in project financ-
ing.” But that link contains no list, only a vague description of the challenge of get-
ting financing. 

It says the website offers a two-volume handbook on international energy project
financing. But there’s no link to the handbooks on that page.

The website touts programs such as its International Energy Fund, which gives out
awards of up to $25,000 for “the pre-investment activities of qualified small and medi-
um-sized companies doing business in international markets.” But the “awards” have
to be repaid with interest once the companies have positive cash flow from a particu-
lar project.

The events calendar has listings for three conferences on solar, renewable and geot-
hermal energy, plus the Vietnam Oil and Gas Expo.

If you think there might be something of interest on the website, the address is:
http://www.globalenergyconnection.ca.gov/ .

—ALLEN BAKER, Petroleum News contributing writer

● C A L I F O R N I A  

Oil industry sues 
to block pollution
standards on platforms
Association concerned action could set precedent for states
to demand control over 4,000 Gulf of Mexico platforms 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
n oil industry trade group sued the
California Coastal Commission to
prevent it from enforcing ocean pollu-
tion laws on 22 drilling platforms that

stand in federal waters offshore. 
The lawsuit, filed July 7 in federal court

in Los Angeles, seeks an injunction barring
the commission from enforcing its regula-
tions beyond the state’s three-mile limit. 

The suit contends that the commission
has taken “illegal actions” and “abused and
violated powers entrusted to them as
California’s coastal zone management
agency.” The commission “is trying to
extend its authority into federal waters
where it doesn’t have authority,” said Frank
Holmes, a manager with the Western States
Petroleum Association. 

The state’s standards on such matters as
discharges of toxic metals and oily waste-
water are stricter than federal requirements.
But the lawsuit contends that the standards
aren’t approved under the federal Coastal
Zone Management Act. 

“It’s part of the checks and balances,”
said Jocelyn Niebur Thompson, an attorney
who filed the case. “We say the standards
have to have been submitted and approved
as written before they apply.” 

“This is a turf issue, and an attempt by oil
companies trying to get around protecting
water quality at a higher level,” said Peter
Douglas, executive director of the coastal
commission. 

However, he said, many individual oil
companies already have agreed to comply
with the state standards. 

California could set precedent 
The lawsuit could effect operations at

nearly two dozen oil platforms between
Santa Barbara and Orange counties. 

Douglas contended that the industry is
worried that if California standards can
apply, it might create a precedent for other
states to regulate about 4,000 oil and gas
platforms in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The platforms off the California coast
were granted discharge permits by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency as far
back as the 1970s but they have expired. 

In December, the EPA issued a draft of
proposed new regulations, which would
reduce the amount of oil and grease the plat-
forms could discharge and would require
them to monitor waters for heavy metals and
other pollutants. 

The oil association applied for a new per-
mit under the proposed regulations but the
state Coastal Commission objected in
March because the federal standards would
not comply with a state ocean plan. 

Meanwhile, the oil platforms have been
allowed by the EPA to continue operating
under the old rules. 

Alexis Strauss, regional director of the
EPA’s water division, said she hoped a new
permit would be issued by the end of July
but the lawsuit could push back the date. ●
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prospects,” including the NPR-A.
“Typically we finalize our budget in
September or October. We think there is a
lot of prospectivity in Alaska,” he said, not-
ing that the company was also looking at its
portfolio of “higher impact, higher risk
prospects, in Trinidad, Columbia and Qatar.

“We typically spend 5 to 10 to 15 per-
cent of our capital budget on some of the
larger, higher potential prospects. … For an
oil and gas company, a successful explo-
ration program is the best way to add share-

holder value,” Mann said. Talisman’s capex
budget is expected to be $2.5 billion next
year. 

When asked if the company is looking
at other investment opportunities in Alaska,
he said, “It’s a relatively new area for
Fortuna, and indirectly for Talisman. We …
drilled the first well and are starting to get a
feel for the play fairway in that part of
Alaska. If there are attractive deals to be
done, we’d be happy to do them.’

John ’Thart, Talisman’s executive vice
president of international exploration, is in
charge of the company’s Alaska explo-
ration program, Mann said. ●

continued from page A11
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ALASKA

Alyeska schedules two summer
maintenance shutdowns

The trans-Alaska pipeline, shut down at 6 a.m. July 10 for
maintenance, was restarted at 1:30 p.m. July 11. 

Alyeska Pipeline Service Co., which operates the pipeline on
behalf of its owners, said it completed dozens of maintenance
projects from Pump Station 1 at Prudhoe Bay to the Valdez
Marine Terminal during
the shutdown, which last-
ed approximately 30
hours. 

The company said
some of the most exten-
sive work was a project at
Pump Station 4, where a
crew of more than 100 workers replaced two valves used to
launch the pigs that perform a variety of tasks in the pipeline
from cleaning pipe walls to detecting anomalies. 

The F427 project also took “an orchestrated coordination of
manpower and machinery,” Alyeska said. Four crews set limit
switches on valves at 10 sites along the pipeline. The limit
switches, the company said, “assure valves open and close prop-
erly, shutting off or resuming the flow of oil upon command.” 

At Pump Station 3, crews changed out three valves associat-
ed with natural gas distribution, which is used to power pumps at
stations 1, 3 and 4. The valves were replaced, Alyeska said,
because they were nearing “completion of their natural life
cycle.” 

There are line-wide shutdowns nearly every summer, allow-
ing crews to work on projects along the pipeline, the company
said. The July shutdown was scheduled to coincide with routine
maintenance by North Slope producers of equipment and facili-
ties. Crude oil shipment continued during the shutdown, with
loading from storage tanks at the terminal. 

Alyeska said a second shutdown, Aug. 16-17, is for prepara-
tory work for electrification at some of the pump stations as part
of the company’s $250 million strategic reconfiguration. 

—PETROLEUM NEWS

● A L A S K A  

Prince William Sound
tankers have spill-free year
2003 is first year without spills since oil shipment began; state attributes
record to modern tankers, better technology, better management

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
ankers carrying North Slope crude oil out of
Prince William Sound last year had their first
spill-free year since they began shipping crude
from the trans-Alaska oil pipeline terminal in

1977. 
“It’s a very notable achievement,” said Larry

Dietrick, director of spill prevention and response for
the Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation. 

He attributed the lack of spills to more modern
tankers, better technology and better management in
tanker operations. 

Four tanker operators shipped about 330 million
barrels — or 450 loads of crude oil — from the tanker
dock at Valdez last year. 

Alaska Tanker Co. carried oil for BP; Polar
Tankers Inc., a subsidiary of Conoco Phillips, shipped
oil for that company; SeaRiver Maritime Inc. carried
oil for Exxon Mobil; and Seabulk Tankers hauled
crude from Valdez to the Tesoro refinery at Nikiski. 

Anil Mathur, president of Alaska Tanker, based in
Beaverton, Ore., said avoiding spills is a matter of
good equipment, diligent inspections and rigorous
management. 

“People have to understand that our hazards never
go away,” said Mathur, whose company operates
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he trans-Alaska pipeline

There are line-wide
shutdowns nearly every

summer, allowing crews to
work on projects along the
pipeline, the company said. 
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The double-hulled tanker Polar Endeavour, which
ships oil for ConocoPhillips

see TANKERS page A16

● W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .  

Regulatory agency opens
probe of Shell refinery 

By H. JOSEF HEBERT 
Associated Press Writer

he Federal Trade Commission has begun a for-
mal investigation of the proposed shutdown of a
Shell Oil Co. refinery in California to determine
possible antitrust violations, a senior FTC offi-

cial said. 
The refinery near Bakersfield, Calif., has been the

subject of intense controversy as Shell officials plan to
close the facility in November. The oil company said
the refinery was being shut down because of a decline
in oil production in the region. 

But critics maintain the shutdown is part of a strat-
egy to continue tight oil markets and increase
California’s gasoline prices, which already are the

highest in the country. 
William Kovacic, the FTC’s general counsel, said

subpoenas have been served as part of the investiga-
tion. 

“We regard this as a matter of particular urgency
and importance,” he said. 

Shell spokesman Stan Mays said the company was
cooperating with the investigation. 

“It’s nothing new,” he said. “They have been eval-
uating our decision and we have been cooperating in
that regard for several months. We will continue to
answer any questions that they have.” 

He said the decision to close the refinery was a
matter of economics. 

T
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eight ships exclusively for the Alaska trade.
His company encourages employees to
report “near misses” in all operations. 

“We have a policy that if you take care of
the small stuff, the big stuff will not hap-
pen,” Mathur said. 

Oil loading and unloading are critical
times, so ships that dock in Valdez are sur-
rounded with containment boom before oil
is loaded, Mathur said. 

Citizens’ advisory council 
nominates operators for award 

John Devens, executive director of the
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’
Advisory Council, said the oil industry
watchdog group views a year without
spills as a significant milestone. 

The council, which was formed in the
aftermath of the 11 million-gallon Exxon
Valdez spill in Prince William Sound in
1989, has at times been a sharp critic of
the oil industry. 

But the group has now nominated the
Sound’s four tanker operators for a
Legacy Award from the Pacific

States/British Columbia Oil Spill Task
Force. 

Jean Cameron, the task force’s execu-
tive coordinator, said that not only was no
oil spilled in Prince William Sound, but
the tankers didn’t spill any in the waters of
states where the oil was delivered. 

She noted, though, that Alaska Tanker
had a deck spill of about two gallons last
year on the high seas of the Gulf of Alaska
beyond state waters, and Seabulk spilled
about 10 gallons of Cook Inlet crude oil. 

In the past, Dietrick said, spills
occurred on multiple occasions when
cracks developed in the hulls of older, sin-
gle-hulled ships. 

Congress mandated double hulls after
the Exxon spill, and the oil companies
have begun putting the new, double-hulled
tankers into service. ●

continued from page A15
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“The refinery is a small, inland, ineffi-
cient refinery that can no longer compete
with larger, sophisticated refineries ... typi-
cally located on the coastline,” said Mays.
He said the refinery has lost $50 million
over the last three years and faces $30 mil-
lion to $50 million in upgrade costs. 

Investigation disclosed at price hearing 
Kovacic disclosed the investigation at a

hearing into high gasoline prices before a
House Government Reform subcommittee,
where lawmakers questioned why the FTC
was not taking a more aggressive role in
examining the Bakersfield refinery issue. 

Democratic Rep. John Tierney noted that
Shell obtained the California refinery when
the FTC required, as part of a merger, that
ChevronTexaco divest some of its facilities. 

Kovacic said the formal investigation is

aimed at “examining possible antitrust
implications” of the Shell refinery shutdown
on California’s gasoline market. 

After the hearing Kovacic said the inves-
tigation would be conducted quickly in light
of Shell’s target date of closing the refinery
by this fall. 

He said that, depending on what is found,
the FTC has a broad range of actions it
might take, including challenging the shut-
down or imposing various restrictions. 

The Bakersfield refinery has a capacity
of 70,000 barrels of crude a day. It has been
producing 20,000 barrels of gasoline and
another 15,000 barrels a day of diesel a day,
Mays said. 

Consumer groups have questioned the
proposed shutdown. 

A recent report released by Sen. Ron
Wyden, a Democrat, questioned Shell’s
claims of declining oil availability. He said
ChevronTexaco, in fact, has plans to expand
drilling in the Bakersfield area, a region that
is the center of California’s oil production. ●

continued from page A15
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The company said its overall offshore
fleet was 98 percent utilized in June and
has remained near 100 percent in July,
adding that rig day rates also are on the
rise.

“We believe these favorable trends will
continue throughout the third quarter, bar-
ring any dramatic decline in oil and natu-
ral gas prices,” Danny McNease, Rowan’s
chief executive officer, said July 15.

Rowan’s average U.S. Gulf day rate of
$42,200 in the 2004 second quarter
increased by $2,500, or 6 percent, from the
prior quarter, and by $6,500, or 18 percent,
from the year-earlier period.

The company said land rig utilization
was 82 percent during the second quarter
of 2004 versus 73 percent in the prior
quarter and 76 percent in the year-earlier
period. The average land rig day rate of
$11,400 during this year’s second quarter
increased by $400, or 4 percent, from the
previous quarter, and by $800, or 7 per-
cent, from the year-earlier period.

“We have continued to add to our back-
log of drilling commitments in the Gulf of
Mexico and, in many instances, have
obtained day rate increases as our con-
tracts have turned over,” McNease said.

Second-quarter loss 
of 2 cents per share 

Still, the big contract driller said it
incurred a 2004 second-quarter loss of
$2.1 million, or 2 cents per share, on rev-
enues of $190.9 million, a slight improve-
ment when compared to a loss of 3 cents
per share analysts had expected. That also
compared favorably to a loss of $6.6 mil-
lion, or 7 cents per share, on revenues of
$158.1 million, reported in last year’s sec-
ond quarter. But the company stressed that
all 25 of its offshore rigs were under con-
tract for the first time in about six months,
noting that two of its Gorilla rigs and one
Super Gorilla class jack-up had been
largely idle since January.

However, Gorilla V will conclude its
current drilling assignment offshore east-
ern Canada within the next 30 days, the
company said, adding that the rig will then
be relocated to the North Sea for a one-
well contract expected to span almost 11
months of drilling, mobilization and out-

fitting time and provide about $38 million
of revenues.

McNease said Rowan would continue
“to aggressively pursue overseas opportu-
nities” for its Gorilla and Super Gorilla-
class rigs.

“We expect our departure from Canada
to be temporary and believe that one of our
Gorilla rigs currently positioned in the
Gulf of Mexico could be relocated there
by the second quarter of 2005,” he said.

The company said it also is pursuing
contracts for work offshore Qatar,
Trinidad and Venezuela beginning later
this year or in early 2005. 

Company has done much 
of ultra-deep shelf Gulf drilling 

Moreover, Rowan announced that it
was awarded a drilling contract by an
undisclosed major integrated oil and gas
company to drill an ultra-deep well in the
relatively shallow waters of the U.S.
Gulf’s continental shelf.

Rowan, largely in pursuit of natural gas
reserves, has drilled about two-thirds of all
the wells drilled thus far in the U.S. Gulf
in excess of 18,000 feet. 

The one-well assignment is expected to
begin in December 2004 or January 2005
and should last about one year, Rowan
said. The company said it committed its
newest rig to the project, the Tarzan Class
Scooter Yeargain, subject to availability, or
one of three other specialized jack-ups.
Rowan expects revenues from the contract
to range from $28 million to as much as
$35 million, depending upon the rig uti-
lized.

Revenues contributed by Rowan’s
manufacturing division during the second
quarter of 2004 were the highest in their
10-year history, the company said, adding
that its manufacturing backlog of $58.5
million is up by almost $42 million in the
past year. 

Included in Rowan’s second quarter
results were the effects of gains on heli-
copter sales, which reduced aviation oper-
ating expenses by $4.8 million, and a $4.3
million reduction in estimated airline rev-
enue accruals following the introduction
of a new passenger ticket tracking system.
Collectively, the items had a negligible
effect on the company’s per share loss dur-
ing the period.

—RAY TYSON, Petroleum News 
Houston correspondent 

continued from page A1
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Bill Stamps, manager of business
development/external affairs

Peak Oilfield
Service Co.

Peak Oilfield Service Co. special-
izes in drill rig moving, rig support,
fluids hauling, ice and gravel road and
pad construction and maintenance,
general oilfield civil and mechanical
construction, shop and field pipe,
structural and truckable module fabri-
cation, facility and equipment mainte-
nance, and tank cleaning services. Its
subsidiary, Precision Power, provides
remote power generation service.

Bill Stamps has worked in the oil
and gas industry for 30 years, both on
and offshore, in construction and
maintenance management. He’s been
with Peak 16-plus years. Bill is a past
president of the Alliance and serves
on its board; he also supports the
Resource Development Council. Bill
and Charlene have one four-legged
child, Sobaka, at home. Their two-
legged kids and grandkids live in the
Lower 48.
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By PAULA EASLEY

Nordic Calista
Services

Nordic Calista Services has operat-
ed in Alaska since 1982. It established
a joint venture with Calista Corp. in
1985, and current services include
drilling, work over, completion and coil
tubing drilling on the North Slope.

Working his way up through the
ranks to his current position, Noel
Therrien has been with Nordic for 25
years, 14 of those in Alaska. During
that time he received his MBA from
the Ivey School of Business. Noel
enjoys meeting the daily challenges of
operating in the Arctic’s harsh environ-
ment. With wife Roxann and sons
Nick, Kyle and Tristen, Noel enjoys the
challenges of Alyeska’s ski slopes
whenever possible. The boys are mem-
bers of the Alyeska Ski Team and Noel
serves on the club’s board.



planned for this winter, although
Summers has retired and Kerr-McGee is
in the process of finalizing who will alter-
nate with Durkee this winter. 

The Kerr-McGee (70 percent),
Armstrong Oil & Gas (30 percent)
Nikaitchuq unit is at Spy Island, north of
Oliktok Point and the Kuparuk River unit
and northwest of the Milne Point unit.
Armstrong Oil & Gas’s Tuvaaq unit is
immediately to the west of Nikaitchuq,
and Pioneer Natural Resources-
Armstrong Oil & Gas Oooguruk unit is
immediately to the west of Tuvaaq (see
story in June 13 issue of Petroleum
News). 

Sag River discovery made last winter 
Kerr-McGee drilled two wells in what

is now the Nikaitchuq unit last winter,
and the company said in April that the
Nikaitchuq No. 1 production tested more
than 960 barrels per day of 38 degree API
oil from the Sag River formation. The
company said that if the prospect is devel-
oped “horizontal wells would most likely
be utilized, which would be expected to
produce at higher flow rates than the ver-
tical well.”  The Nikaitchuq No. 2, drilled
9,000 feet southwest of the No. 1 well,
“successfully extended the accumulation
down dip,” the company said, although
the second well was not tested. 

“This plan is to fully evaluate the Sag
River this year, to know whether we have
something to go ahead with or not,”
Durkee said. 

“We either make a decision to move
forward after this year’s drilling season or
not,” he said. 

“We intend to fully evaluate the Sag
River formation discovery the company
made last winter season.” 

The internal goal, he said, is to have a
decision “as soon as possible so we can
go out to our vendors.” Durkee said he
thinks a decision on the Alaska winter
program should be made “in the October
timeframe.”

New work to begin in December
Kerr-McGee told the state it expects ice

road and pad construction for this winter’s
wells to begin as early as Dec. 10, and
drilling to begin on or before Jan. 20. 

The main ice road will run north from
Oliktok Point toward the south side of Spy
Island. Mostly seawater and ice chips will be
used for the road and drill pads, and will be
built up until grounded ice is obtained. Pads
on the island will be built in a similar fash-
ion. The ice pads on grounded ice (in
approximately two to three feet of water)
will be built up so there is two to three feet

of freeboard. 
Approximately four miles of ice roads

will be constructed in water depths ranging
from one to eight feet and another six miles
will be built on or immediately adjacent to
Spy Island. Of five proposed pad locations,
wells may be drilled from as many as three
this winter. Nikaitchuq No. 1 was drilled
from location No. 2 near the middle of Spy
Island last winter; Nikaitchuq No. 3 and No.
4 may be drilled from an ice pad at that loca-
tion this winter. 

Nikaitchuq No. 2 was drilled from loca-
tion No. 3 near the eastern end of Spy Island

last winter; Nikaitchuq No. 5 and No. 6 may
be drilled from an ice pad at that location this
winter; Nikaitchuq No. 7 and No. 8 may be
drilled this winter from location No. 5 off the
western end of Spy Island. 

Pad sizes would be approximately 400
feet by 800 feet at locations No. 2 and No. 3,
and 400 feet by 400 feet at location No. 5. 

“All construction will take place on the
Beaufort Sea ice in state waters or on Spy

Island,” Kerr-McGee said in its operations
plan. 

In addition to exploratory drilling, the
company said it may also do vertical seismic
profiles to confirm geologic structures, tests
which would typically be conducted at the
end of drilling, as they entail placing a seis-
mic source such as an air gun beneath the ice
near the well and measuring sound returns in
the bore hole. ●
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from the mid-1990s to replenish their dwin-
dling natural gas supplies at bargain-base-
ment prices, have struggled to deliver results
from the basin. 

Some of the observers blame that failure
to deliver material growth on a per share
basis from the Western Canada Sedimentary
basin on top-heavy bureaucracy in the U.S.
firms and decisions by those companies to
unload skilled employees who had a wealth
of information about the basin. 

Fundamental restructuring 
What is happening is a fundamental

restructuring of the business in Western
Canada, which has witnessed a pullout from
conventional plays by the traditional giants
— such as Imperial Oil, Shell Canada,
Petro-Canada and Chevron Canada — who
see no value in administering scattered prop-
erties and see no prospects of any future
large-scale finds. 

Over the last year they have been joined

by an exodus of major U.S.-based players
— Marathon Oil, El Paso, Murphy Oil,
Vintage Petroleum, Anadarko Petroleum
and Calpine. 

In the process they have opened the
doors to every group remaining in the
Canadian industry — large E&P companies,
income trusts, junior producers and start-
ups. The competition for assets has been
intense, with Calgary-based energy consult-
ant Sayer Securities noting in a recent report
that traditional E&P players have shoul-
dered aside the aggressive trusts this year. 

Feasting on unprecedented cash flows
and enjoying a surge in share values, the
E&P firms bought companies and properties
valued at C$2.8 billion in the first quarter, or
74 percent of the industry’s total transac-
tions, Sayer said. In 2003, the E&Ps and
trusts split the deals almost equally.

If that trend continues, observers suggest
the E&Ps will chase the major targets, forc-
ing the trusts to seek partners if they want to
compete for big ticket items. 

Not that the trusts have faded from the

continued from page A1
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gravel road system.
The ice road will be built “to either the

abandoned West Sak 18 gravel pad or an
ice pad constructed adjacent to the gravel
pad.” 

Unlike the past two North Slope
exploration seasons when Armstrong was
a non-operating partner in drilling
prospects it had developed, this time the
company will be the operator at Two Bits,
Stu Gustafson told Petroleum News July
13. Gustafson, Armstrong’s vice presi-
dent of operations, said success at Two
Bits would give Armstrong, which began
buying leases in the state in October
2001, its first production in Alaska, and
demonstrate that smaller accumulations
can be economic to develop. 

Finding oil at Two Bits wouldn’t just
be a win for Armstrong, Gustafson said.
“If Two Bits works, there’s not enough
drill rigs (on the North Slope).” Success
at Two Bits, he said, would be better for
the industry than discovery of a huge new
field, because it would mean companies
can make money from developing small-
er fields that the 50 million-barrel size
that is the standard now. 

Paradigm cracking 
The lure of cracking the 50-million

barrel paradigm was what brought
Armstrong Oil and Gas to Alaska where it
founded Armstrong Alaska, Bill
Armstrong, president of both companies,
told the Resource Development Council
of Alaska in November 2002. At that time
the company was preparing, with operat-
ing partner Pioneer Natural Resources, to
drill its first North Slope wells on a
prospect that Armstrong developed.

Armstrong told the council’s annual
conference that the company came to
Alaska because it believes the state’s
agreement with the North Slope produc-
ers, the Charter for Development of the
Alaskan North Slope, will make facilities
access possible for independents, now
that production is declining and there is
room in those facilities for more oil. 

Alaska looks like the Gulf of Mexico
looked in the 1970s, when production
was declining, the majors were looking
for better opportunities elsewhere and the
Gulf offshore was believed to be “too
complicated and too expensive for inde-
pendents,” he said. 

Today the Gulf of Mexico is “home to
dozens and dozens of highly competitive
independents,” Armstrong said, as well as
the majors, and is characterized by tech-
nical advancements, good profitable jobs
and new ways of looking at the geology.
“It’s a lot different than they thought 30
years prior,” he said.

Alaska is “arguably the best petroleum

system in the entire world,” Armstrong
said, but to find more fields, “you’ve got
to drill wells. You can’t find new fields
without drilling new wells.” 

To date, Gustafson said, Armstrong
and the operating partners it has brought
into the state have had an 80 percent suc-
cess rate with drilling. 

Kuparuk extension the target 
Matt Furin, the Armstrong vice presi-

dent in charge of geoscience, told
Petroleum News July 13 that the compa-
ny picked up the Two Bits tract looking
“to extend the Kuparuk field …
Cretaceous section … farther to the
west.” 

“With ideas that Stu (Gustafson) has,
what we’re trying to do is significantly
lower the reserves threshold for econom-
ic development around the North Slope
fields.” 

Most of the things Armstrong has gone
after on the North Slope, where it has
partnered in the shallow waters of the
Beaufort Sea with both Pioneer Natural
Resources (2002-03 exploration wells)
and Kerr-McGee (2003-04 exploration
wells), have been larger, Furin said.
Traditionally the economic threshold has
been 50 million barrels on the North
Slope. 

What Armstrong is looking for west of
Kuparuk is 15-30 million barrels. 

continued from page A1
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scene. 
In the year’s richest deal to date,

Enerplus Resources fund and Acclaim
Energy Trust carved up the bulk of Chevron
Canada’s Western Canada properties in a
C$1.09 billion deal in late May. 

Enerplus paid C$466 million and
Acclaim C$434 million for Chevron assets,
although the two quickly spun off C$189
million to Paramount Resources. 

The next wave of sales involves
EnCana, Anadarko, Vintage and Calpine. 

In the past 12 months the major deals
that have been concluded and those now
entering the market are: 

• August 2003: Marathon Oil sells its
Canadian unit to Husky Energy for C$588
million. Of the 27,000 barrels of oil equiv-
alent per day and 39.8 million boe of
reserves, Husky unloaded 7,500 boe/d to
EOG Resources for C$320 million.

• February 2004: El Paso does a C$346
million deal with BG Group, the British-
based company born out of a merger of
Centrica and British Gas. In returning to
Canada after an absence of a decade, BG
has gained a foothold with 132 billion cubic
feet of reserves in Alberta and British
Columbia producing 80 million cubic feet
per day and, more importantly, 630,000
acres of undeveloped land.

• April 2004: Murphy Oil walks away
from Western Canada’s conventional fields
after a two-way deal. Pengrowth Energy
Trust paid C$550 million for 46 million boe
of heavy oil, light oil and gas properties,
producing 15,500 boe/d, while Canadian
Natural Resources acquired the balance,
including 68 million cubic feet per day of
gas output and 395,000 undeveloped acres,
for C$280 million.

• May 2004: ChevronTexaco unveiled a
C$1.09 billion, three-way transaction, with
Enerplus Resources Fund paying C$466
million for 11,500 boe/d and Acclaim
Energy Trust pumping C$433.7 million to
gain 17,000 boe/d. The trusts immediately
unloaded 140,000 net acres, 10,000 boe/d
of production and 22.2 million boe of
reserves for C$189 million to Paramount
Resources. But ChevronTexaco’s Canadian
unit will retain its big frontier assets —
Mackenzie Delta, Athabasca oil sands and
East Coast offshore.

• May 2004: ExxonMobil and Apache
formed a joint-venture E&P in a US$385
million arrangement to produce 10,000
boe/d. In Western Canada, Apache will drill
more than 250 wells on almost 300,000
acres of undeveloped properties, leaving
ExxonMobil to collect a 37.5 percent royal-
ty on the Canadian properties and a 35 per-
cent interest in production.

• June 2004: Vintage Petroleum
announces plans to sell its Canadian assets
for a projected C$500 million. Proved
reserves at year-end 2003 were 67 billion
cubic feet of gas and 3.5 million barrels of
oil, with total output last year of 3.94 billion
cubic feet of gas and 235,000 barrels of oil.

• June 2004: Anadarko launches what
could be the blockbuster sale of all in this
wave, offering a possible US$1.45 billion
in non-core Canadian holdings, putting
41,500 boe/d on the block as part of a
US$2.5 billion asset offering.

• June 2004: Calpine looks for buyers
for 230 billion cubic feet of Alberta natural
gas reserves valued at about C$540 million
and says it may also shed its 20 billion
cubic feet of reserves in Calpine Natural
Gas Trust.

On top of that, EnCana is marketing
stakes in 12 non-core oil and gas fields over
the balance of 2004, hoping for proceeds of
US$1.4 billion. With combined output of
40,000 boe/d, the sale is being conducted in
an open auction format.●

continued from page A18
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The ultimate goal, Furin said, is to get
that economic threshold for making
money on the North Slope down to 10-
20 million barrels. 

It’s equivalent to what was done in the
North Sea and the Gulf of Mexico, Furin
said. 

It is also part of Armstrong’s testing
of North Slope paradigms of geology, of
economic threshold and of the time it
takes to get to the drilling stage. 

The company’s tactic, he said, is “just
attacking things one bite at a time… If
you take them all at once they’re over-
whelming.” 

The Two Bits project is “just an
extension” of what Armstrong as been
doing on the North Slope, Furin said, and
the most exciting thing about it is “the
implication for lowering the commercial
threshold. That’s what we’re trying to
do. Once we attack that it doesn’t have to
be just huge independents” working on
the North Slope. The process of moving
from all majors to majors and independ-
ents took about seven years in the Gulf
of Mexico, he said, and noted that Jim
Weeks of Winstar Petroleum “laid the
groundwork on the North Slope … (and)
hopefully we can start where he left off
and carry it forward.” 

He said the company has been talking
with ConocoPhillips, and has “a great
dialogue” going with them. “And we
need them and others to work with us.”

There is a gravel pad 
Gustafson said the existing gravel

pad, inside the Kuparuk River unit just
east of Two Bits, is the West Sak 18, a
75,000-cubic yard gravel pad built in
1980, and abandoned since 1981. “The
useable area on the pad is approximately
300 feet by 450 feet,” the company told
the state in its operations plan, and if the
gravel pad is not available, the company
said it would build an ice pad about that
size adjacent to the gravel pad. 

Gustafson said the company will be
going out for service tenders for the
exploration work, including the rig, in
August. 

The ice road and pad construction will
begin as soon as the company has final-
ized certain agreements with
ConocoPhillips, received its permits and
approvals and weather conditions allow,

with ice road and pad construction
expected to begin as early as November
or December. 

“Drilling should begin during
December on the first exploratory well,”
the company said in its operation plan. 

Gustafson said they will spray the ice
road and use low-pressure footprint

vehicles so that work can begin as soon
as possible. Spraying is a more expen-
sive way to go, he said, but it will allow
them to start work sooner. “If we don’t
have to build an ice pad,” he said, the
company believes it can start drilling in
December, and “have our first two wells
done before anybody else starts building

ice roads.” 
The wells will be directionally drilled

to the northwest to the Armstrong lease,
and depending on results of drilling,
wells may be either plugged and aban-
doned or “left in a condition to permit
the well to be produced,” the company
said. 

Gustafson said the company is talking
with ConocoPhillips about processing
whatever oil is found through the
Kuparuk facilities. “They have been very
good to work with,” he said. 

And, he said, if the wells are success-
ful, the company plans to use the “pro-
duction in a box” system he has pro-
posed, fabricating metal boxes to go
around the wellheads. No boxes have yet
been fabricated. 

“We’re still working on the box,”
Gustafson said. ●
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Charter jets save time and trouble
Northwestern offers its charter
passengers speed, comfort and
flexible travel arrangements

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum Directory Contributing Writer

or many people, traveling to some remote location in
their personal Learjet may seem a far-fetched idea.
But there are many situations where this type of travel
can prove both practical and cost effective.

Northwestern, an air charter company based in Anchorage,
Alaska, provides customized jet transportation for people
who need to get to places quickly, conveniently and in
comfort.

“Here at Northwestern we not only provide air service
as far as getting a person from point A to point B but we do
it very professionally and we do it with customer service,”
Captain Patrick Murray, Northwestern’s director of market-
ing, told Petroleum News.

Northwestern is the charter division of Northwestern
Arctic Air, an air ambulance service also based in
Anchorage. Northwestern Arctic Air began its Anchorage
operations in 1998, Murray said.

With three jet aircraft based in Anchorage Northwestern
can respond to most transportation requests in and out of
Alaska and within the state.

“We’ve got three jets in Anchorage — two Learjets and
a (Cessna) Citation,” Murray said.

The Anchorage-based aircraft are equipped for flying in
and out of gravel airstrips. And with a team of about 15
pilots the company can dispatch aircraft quickly and on
short notice.

Northwestern Arctic Air also provides air ambulance
services for Providence Hospital in Anchorage. The air
ambulance operation has two dedicated aircraft: a Learjet
and a King Air turboprop. The program has carried out
medevacs from as far afield as Russia, South America and
Indonesia.

Speed is essential.
“When the pager goes off I have to be in the air in less

than 50 minutes,” Murray said. “We’re very used to doing
things quickly ... we’ve got protocols set
up to get us in the air.”

Efficient, cost-effective, safe charter
Northwestern applies this rapid

response to its air charter operations —
customers can call the company’s 24-
hour phone number to obtain an immedi-
ate answer to a transportation need.

“If someone calls up and says ‘hey,
what would it cost to go (from
Anchorage) to Los Angeles ... we want to
be there in five hours’ ... we’ll give them
a quick quote and tell them that we can
be in the air in an hour to an hour and a
half,” Murray said.

As well as benefiting from this type of
fast, flexible service, customers can enjoy
all of the amenities of a private jet.
Northwestern provides comfortable air-
craft seating and in-flight items such as
food, drinks, newspapers and magazines.

“We feel it’s very important in order
for people to get the full atmosphere, to
be treated like executives, CEOs,”
Murray said. “That’s what we try to pro-
vide for customers. We carry their bags on,
give them the red-carpet treatment.”

Northwestern caters to business people who need to
reach a destination quickly. However, the company serves
anyone who wants the convenience and comfort of charter
travel. For example, some people use air charter to go on
vacation — they’re happy to pay to get to a destination
quickly, avoiding the usual airport lines, being wined and
dined on the way and avoiding any possibility of lost lug-
gage. 

“We have clients who want to go fishing and they’re
down in the Lower 48,” Murray said. “We’ve got a trip
here in about a week where we’re going to send a Learjet
down to Idaho, pick up a bunch of people and fly them
back to the Kenai Peninsula.”

Custom travel
As well as speed and comfort, chartering an aircraft

brings flexibility in travel arrangements. The aircraft can
make an unscheduled stop, change routes, change destina-
tions or remain with a customer for an overnight trip.

“That’s the nice thing about air charter. When we’re en
route ... we have that option,” Murray said. “It’s your air-
plane — we’re here for you. If you want to go any place,
just let us know.”

Although this type of custom flying isn’t cheap, the cost
per passenger depends on how many people are on the air-
craft — with a full quota of passengers the cost can turn
out quite a bit lower than people might expect. And then
for business people, where time translates to money, the

timesavings may more than offset the charter cost.
As well as carrying passengers, Northwestern can ship

items of express freight — items that require immediate
delivery. Express air packages have included organ trans-
plants and critical pieces of oilfield equipment, Murray
said.

Flightseeing
In what is perhaps the ultimate in custom jet travel,

Northwestern has started offering flightseeing tours.
“We offer flightseeing anywhere,” Murray said. “That’s

the beautiful thing about air charter ... if someone wants to
go down to Katmai National Park or view McNeil River
Falls, we can do that.”

Since it’s possible to reach almost anywhere in Alaska

in a single jet flight from Anchorage, this type of flightsee-
ing opens up endless possibilities for visitors with limited
time in the state.

“We can get you there really quick and when we get
there we put the flaps down, put the landing gear down,
whatever to slow us down a bit, so you can actually view it
at slower speed,” Murray said.

Niche destinations
Customers find Northwestern’s charter operations espe-

cially valuable when traveling to destinations that lack fre-
quent scheduled airline service. For example, the company
has established a niche business flying to some of the more
remote islands in the Aleutians.

“It’s not unusual to have flights for five or six (fishing
industry) CEOs heading down to places like Dutch
Harbor,” Murray said.

Charter flights can also prove the best option for activi-
ties such as fishing vessel crew changes, where people
need to be at a specific place at a specific time, he said.

The Russian Far East has become another specialty des-
tination for Northwestern — the company has flown to
places such as Sakhalin Island, Magadan and Vladivostok. 

“We’ve had an influx of calls over the last six months ...
saying ‘we need to get to Sakhalin Island — have you
taken people out there?’” Murray said.

Northwestern pilots regularly working both air ambu-
lance and charter operations maintain active experience of
flying to these niche locations. And that type of experience
can prove invaluable in an area like the Aleutians, where
strong winds and poor visibility challenge flying skills and
judgment.

Safety
In fact Northwestern places safety at the top of its prior-

ity list — all pilots have to establish an appropriate amount
of Alaska experience and substantial flight time before
commanding an aircraft.

“We’ve got very, very high minimums — like 5,000
hours for a captain,” Murray said.

And the company’s pilots undergo several days of simu-
lator training in Texas twice a year, to brush up their tech-
nique and practice dealing with emergency situations.

With a thriving and expanding business, Murray sees a
growing need for air charter in Alaska — Northwestern
will soon take delivery of a new Cessna jet that can operate
out of shorter airstrips than the other aircraft in the compa-
ny’s fleet.

“We’re getting the calls. We’re getting the flights,”
Murray said. “So, if we get to a point where our airplanes
are always gone ... we’re just going to have to put more
aircraft on our certificate.”

So, it seems that more and more people see the advan-
tages and practicality of chartering a jet. l

Editor’s note: Alan Bailey owns Badger Productions in
Anchorage, Alaska.
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Captain Patrick Murray of Northwestern with one of the company's Learjets

A
LA

N
 B

A
IL

EY

A
LA

N
 B

A
IL

EY

Murray in the cockpit of one of the company’s Learjets
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Companies involved in North
America’s oil and gas industry

A
Aeromap
Aeromed
AES Lynx Enterprises
Agrium
Air Liquide
Air Logistics of Alaska
Alaska Airlines Cargo
Alaska Anvil
Alaska Coverall
Alaska Dreams
Alaska Interstate Construction
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Massage & Body Works
Alaska Railroad Corp.
Alaska Steel
Alaska Tent & Tarp
Alaska Terminals
Alaska Textiles
Alaska West Express
Alliance, The
Alpine-Meadow
American Marine
Anchorage Hilton
Arctic Controls
Arctic Fire & Safety
Arctic Foundations
Arctic Slope Telephone Assoc. Co-op
ArrowHealth
ASRC Energy Services
ASRC Energy Services

Engineering & Technology
ASRC Energy Services

Operations & Maintenance
ASRC Energy Service

Pipeline Power &
Communications  

Avalon Development

B-F
Badger Productions
Baker Hughes
Brooks Range Supply
Capital Office Systems
Carlile Transportation Services
Carolina Mat Co.
CH2M Hill
Chiulista Camp Services
CN Aquatrain
Colville
Conam Construction
ConocoPhillips Alaska
Craig Taylor Equipment
Crowley Alaska
Cruz Construction

Dowland - Bach Corp.
Doyon Drilling
Doyon LTD
Dynamic Capital Management
Engineered Fire and Safety
ENSR Alaska
Epoch Well Services
Era Aviation
Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska
Fairweather Companies, The
FMC Energy Systems
Friends of Pets
Frontier Flying Service
F.S. Air

G-M

Golder Associates
Great Northern Engineering
Great Northwest
Hanover Canada
Hawk Consultants
H.C. Price
Hunter 3D
Industrial Project Services
Inspirations
Jackovich Industrial

& Construction Supply
Judy Patrick Photography
Kakivik Asset Management
Kenai Aviation
Kenworth Alaska
Kuukpik Arctic Catering
Kuukpik/Veritas
Kuukpik - LCMF
Lounsbury & Associates
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden Inc.
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics
Lynden Transport
Mapmakers of Alaska
Marathon Oil
Marketing Solutions
Mayflower Catering
MEDC International
MI Swaco
Michael Baker Jr.
Millennium Hotel
MWH
MRO Sales

N-P

Nabors Alaska Drilling

NANA/Colt Engineering
Natco Canada
Nature Conservancy, The
NEI Fluid Technology
NIED LLC
Nordic Calista
North Slope Telecom
Northern Air Cargo
Northern Transportation Co.
Northwestern Arctic Air
Offshore Divers
Oilfield Improvements
Oilfield Transport
Pacific Rim Geological Consulting
Pacific Rim Institute 

of Safety and Management (PRISM)
Panalpina
PDC/Harris Group
Peak Oilfield Service Co.
Penco
Perkins Coie
Petroleum Equipment & Services
Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska
PGS Onshore
Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage

Q-Z

QUADCO
Renew Air Taxi
Salt + Light Creative
Schlumberger
Security Aviation
Seekins Ford
Span-Alaska Consolidator
STEELFAB
Storm Chasers Marine Services
Taiga Ventures
Thrifty Car Rental
TOTE
Totem Equipment & Supply
Travco Industrial Housing
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Udelhoven Oilfield Systems Services
Umiat Commercial
Unique Machine
Unitech of Alaska
Univar USA
U.S. Bearings and Drives
Usibelli Coal Mine
VECO
Weaver Brothers
Worksafe
Well Safe
XTO Energy
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Air Passenger/Charter & Support

Air Logistics of Alaska
1915 Donald Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1197
Fax: (907) 452-4539
Contact: Dave Scarbrough
Phone: Anchorage: (907) 248-3335
Email: dscarbrough@airlogak.com
Helicopter contract and charter services.

ERA Aviation
6160 Carl Brady Drive
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Bryan Blixhavn
Phone: (907) 248-4422
Fax: (907) 266-8383
Email: info@eraaviation.com
Web site: www.eraaviation.com
Helicopter and fixed wing contract and charter servic-
es; scheduled airline service.

Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska
1936 Merrill Field Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Joy Journeay, marketing mgr.
Phone: (907) 257-1519
Fax: (907) 279-6816
Email: joy@evergreenak.com
Contact: Greg Thies, director of marketing
Phone: (907) 257-1504
Email: g.thies@evergreenak.com
Nome office: (907) 443-5334
Airlines office: (907) 257-1500
Logistics: (907) 243-8677
Website: evergreenaviation.com
Evergreen’s diverse fleet has provided award-winning
safety to Alaskans since 1960 in petroleum explo-
ration & production, firefighting, forestry, construc-
tion, search & rescue, cargo transport, and utility
transmission.

F.S. Air
6121 S. Airpark Place
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Sandra Butler
Phone: (907) 248-9595
Fax: (907) 243-1247
Email: subtler@fsair.com
Web site: www.fsair.com
Part 135 D.O.D. approved.  Member of Medallion
Foundation.

Kenai Aviation
P.O. Box 46
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Bob or Jim Bielefeld
Phone: (907) 283-4124
Phone: (800) 478-4124 (within Alaska)
Fax: (907) 283-5267
Email: kb@chugach.net
Air taxi services provided since 1961 state wide, mostly
Cook Inlet. Single engine and twin Bonanza.

Lynden
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Railbelt Marine
Alaska West Express
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics
Lynden Transport
6441 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Jeanine St. John
Phone: (907) 245-1544
Fax: (907) 245-1744
Email: custsvc@lynden.com
The combined scope of the Lynden companies
includes truckload and less-than-truckload highway
connections, scheduled barges, intermodal bulk chem-
ical hauls, scheduled and chartered air freighters,
domestic and international air forwarding and inter-
national sea forwarding services.

Northern Air Cargo
3900 W. International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Nick Karnos, acct. mgr. Anch./Prudhoe Bay
Phone: (907) 249-5161
Fax: (907) 249-5194
Email: nkarnos@nac.aero
Web site: www.nac.aero
Serving the aviation needs of rural Alaska for almost
50 years, NAC is the states largest all cargo carrier
moving nearly 100 million pounds of cargo on sched-
uled flights to 17 of Alaska’s busiest airports. NAC’s
fleet of DC-6, B-727, and ATR-42 aircraft are available
for charters to remote sites and flag stops to 44 addi-
tional communities.

Northwestern Arctic Air
6231 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Judy McClellan, office mgr.
Phone: (907) 245-4566
Fax: (907) 245-4567
Email: pugslie@pobox.alaska.net

Web site: www.NWArcticAirAK.com
On-demand, worldwide, air charter service, Russia Far-
East experience, medical transports, express package
delivery, secure convenient, cost-effective, 24/7.
Member Medallion Foundation.

Renew Air Taxi
P.O. Box 61230
Fairbanks, AK 99706
Contact: Bob Wener
Phone: (907) 457-7287
Fax: (907) 457-7288
Email: renew1@aol.com
Web site: www.RenewAir.com
Other Office:
Dillingham, AK 99576
Phone: (907) 842-3440
Turbine Otter air support for remote seismic explo-
ration, mining and construction sites. Cargo, fuel and
passengers on wheels, wheel skis and amphibian
floats.

Security Aviation
3600 International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: S. Joe Kapper
Phone: (907) 248-2677 – 24 hour service
Fax: (907) 248-6911
Email: admin@securityaviation.biz
Website: www.securityaviation.biz
All twin engine aircraft including Citation-II business
jet. Crew changes, hot freight-worldwide, VIP tours,
emergency response.  Approved by all oil companies,
Alyeska & DOD.

Architecture

Kuukpik-LCMF
139 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Richard Rearick, architectural mgr.
Contact: Willey Wilhelm, engineering mgr.

Contact: Tony Hoffman, survey mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1830
Phone: (800) 955-1830
Fax: (907) 273-1831
Email: lcmfanch@alaska.net
Other Offices:
Barrow: (800) 478-8213
Email: ktoovak@lcmf.com
Alpine: (907) 670-4739
Email: alp1035@ppco.com
Arctic specialized architectural and engineering
design for all structures; water/sewer, fuel and trans-
portation systems design; contractor support survey-
ing and permitting for oil and gas development;
dredging operations, remote site land and hydro-
graphic surveying.

Arctic Engineering

ASRC Energy Services
3900 C St., Ste. 701
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Jack Laasch, exec. vp strategic dev. and exter-
nal affairs
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: jack.laasch@asrcenergry.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, engineering, construction, opera-
tions, maintenance, pipeline construction and mainte-
nance, project management, geological and geophysi-
cal, drilling and completion engineering, well stimula-
tion, exploration services.

ASRC Energy Services – Engineering and
Technology
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John Lewis, vp operations
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: john.lewis@asrcenergy.com
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Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Drilling and completion engineering,
well stimulation, facilities engineering,
upstream exploration and production
services, geological and geophysical
services, automation, electrical and
instrumentation, platform renovation
and construction.

Golder Associates
1750 Abbott Rd., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bob Dugan, mgr., Tom
Krzewinski, Mark Musial, Bucky Tart
Phone: (907) 344-6001
Fax: (907) 344-6011
Website: www.golder.com
Providing geotechnical engineering,
water resource, and geosciences servic-
es in support of resource development
projects in Alaska and the Arctic. Other
offices worldwide.

Great Northern Engineering
137 E. Arctic Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: John H. Riggs, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 745-6988
Fax: (907) 745-0591
Email: gne@mtaonline.net
Website: www.greatnorthernengineer-
ing.com
Anchorage office: 561-0200
Kenai office: 283-5199
Great Northern Engineering (GNE) is a
full-service engineering firm specializ-
ing in industrial power and petro-chem-
ical engineering.  Complete engineer-
ing services in mechanical, electrical,
civil, structural, rotating equipment,
and corrosion engineering.  Consulting
services in project design, preparation
of project documents, bid assistance,
project management, cost estimating
and inspection services.

Arctic Gear

PGS Onshore
341 W. Tudor Rd., Ste. 206
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Larry Watt, Alaska area mgr. 
Phone: (907) 569-4049
Fax: (907) 569-4047
Email: larry.watt@pgsonshore.com
Houston Office
738 Hwy 6 South, Ste 900
Houston, TX 77079
Contact: Gehrig Schultz
Phone: (281) 589-6732
Fax: (281) 589-6685
Email: gehrig.schultz@pgsonshore.com
Geophysical acquisition and processing
for the petroleum industry. PGS
Onshore provides fully rubber tracked
Arctic geophysical crews to acquire the
highest density data with the softest
environmental footprint on the North
Slope. 

Aviation Fuel Sales

Umiat Commercial
2700 S. Cushman St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Mike Tolbert
Phone: (907) 452-6631
Fax: (907) 451-8632
Email: mike@taigaventures.com
UCC provides lodging and fuel sales at
Umiat located on the Colville River. We
are open 24 hours a day everyday of
the year.

Bearings 

U.S. Bearings & Drives
611 E. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Dena Kelley, operations mgr.
Phone: 563-3000
Fax: 563-1003
Email: dkelley@bearings.com
Web site: www.bearings.com
U.S. Bearings & Drives, formerly BESCO
has been providing bearings and drive
components to our Alaskan customers
since 1952. We offer quality compo-
nents and experienced personnel.

Buildings — Lease Space

Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage
Deadhorse Airport
Deadhorse, AK 99734
Contact: J. Harper Gaston, president
P.O. Box 670
Greenville, GA 30222

Phone: (706) 672-0999
Fax: (706) 672-1188
Email: jcrlcr@numail.org
Space designed for oilfield services.
Located one-half mile north of
Deadhorse airport.  800 sf.–1,200 sf.
individual or combined units. Rent
includes heat, snow removal, mainte-
nance and repairs.

Buildings — Modular

Alaska Cover-All LLC 
6740 Jollipan Crt.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Paul Nelson, mgr.
Phone: (907) 346-1319
Fax: (907) 346-4400
Email: paul@alaskacoverall.com
Contact: Henry Brown 
Phone: (907) 646-1219
We are the Alaska dealers for Cover-All
Building Systems. Steel framed, fully
engineered, LDPE fabric covered,
portable buildings in 18 to 270 foot
widths and any length.

Alaska Dreams
522 Goldstreak Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99712
Contact: M. Huser, president
Phone: (907) 455-7712
Fax: (907) 455-7713
Email: AlaskaDreams@att.net
Specialized in design, sales and con-
struction of fabric covered steel build-
ings, a cost efficient building solution
for many applications. We offer our
worldwide, longtime experience for
your future project.  

Travco Industrial Housing, Ltd.
1507 8 St.
Nisku, Alberta, Canada
Contact: Stewart Orange, sales rep.
Phone: (888) 387-2826
Fax: (780) 955-8938
Email: sorange@ptigroup.com 
Web site: www.travco.ca
Travco is a world-class manufacturer of
industrial and commercial modular
structures. Our modular structures are
used around the world as work camps,
offices, wellsites, resorts, schools, etc.

Camps, Catering & Lodging

Alaska Tent & Tarp
529 Front St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Jim Haselberger
Phone: (907) 456-6328
Fax: (907) 452-5260
Email: aktent@ptialaska.net
Web site: www.ptialaska.net/~aktent

Chiulista Camp Services/Mayflower
Catering
6613 Brayton Dr., Ste. C
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George B. Gardner, pres/gm
Phone: (907) 278-2208
Fax: (907) 677-7261
Email: ggardner@calistacorp.com
The 100 percent Alaska Native owned
and operated catering company on the
North Slope, catering and housekeep-
ing to your tastes, not ours.

Kuukpik Arctic Catering
5761 Silverado Way, Ste P
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick MacMillan
Phone: (907) 562-5588
Fax: (907) 562-5898
Email: rickkac@aol.com

Travco Industrial Housing, Ltd.
1507 8 St.
Nisku, Alberta, Canada
Contact: Stewart Orange, sales rep.
Phone: (888) 387-2826
Fax: (780) 955-8938
Email: sorange@ptigroup.com 
Web site: www.travco.ca
Travco is a world-class manufacturer of
industrial and commercial modular

structures. Our modular structures are
used around the world as work camps,
offices, wellsites, resorts, schools, etc.

Umiat Commercial
2700 S. Cushman St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Mike Tolbert
Phone: (907) 452-6631
Fax: (907) 451-8632
Email: mike@taigaventures.com
UCC provides lodging and fuel sales at
Umiat located on the Colville River. We
are open 24 hours a day everyday of
the year.

Cash Management

UBS Financial Services, Inc.
3000 A St., Ste 100
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Steven Lukshin, financial advis-
er
Phone: (907) 261-5914
Toll Free: (866) 261-5914
Fax: (907) 261-5990
Email: steven.lukshin@ubs.com
Web site: www.ubs.com/fa/stevenluk-
shin
UBS Financial Services is a leading U.S.
financial service firm serving individuals,
corporations and institutions offering
investments, cash management and
401(k) services

Cellular Communications

ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Erin Ealum
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email:  info@astac.net

Full service cellular company providing
cellular and wireless solutions, including
equipment sales and service, wireless
Internet, maintenance and installation
to the North Slope region of Alaska.

Chemicals

Agrium
P.O. Box 575
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Lisa Parker, govt. relations
Phone: (907) 776-3275
Fax: (907) 776-5579
Email: lparker@agrium.com
Web site: www.agrium.com
Value added manufacturer of fertilizer
products.

MI SWACO
721 W. First Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501 &
225 W. 92nd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Craig Bieber
Phone: (907) 274-5564
Email: mialaska@alaska.net or dsr@alas-
ka.net
MI SWACO DSR combines Alaska know-
how and global strength to provide the
oil industry with a full-service drilling
partner

Univar USA
590 E. 100th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 990515
Contact: Ken Lambertsen
Phone: (907) 344-7444
Fax: (907) 522-1486
Email: Ken.Lambertsen@univarusa.com
Web site: www.univarusa.com
World’s largest industrial chemical dis-
tributor serving Alaskans since 1924.
Industrial emphasis in oil and gas refin-
ing, procuring and gas treating.

U.S. Bearings & Drives
611 E. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Dena Kelley, operations mgr.
Phone: 563-3000
Fax: 563-1003
Email: dkelley@bearings.com
Web site: www.bearings.com
U.S. Bearings & Drives, formerly BESCO
has been providing bearings and drive
components to our Alaskan customers
since 1952. We offer quality compo-

Notice to advertisers
Companies contracted to advertise in Petroleum News are invited to supply color or

black and white photos for this directory. Contact Wadeen Hepworth for details:
Call (907) 770-3506, email whepworth@PetroleumNews.com or submit photos or

slides by mail to Wadeen’s attention at Petroleum News, P.O. Box 231651, Anchorage,
AK 99523. All photos should be accompanied by a caption explaining when the picture
was taken and describing what’s in it.

http://www.PetroleumNews.com


B6 PETROLEUM NEWS • WEEK OF JULY 18, 2004PETROLEUM DIRECTORY

nents and experienced personnel.

Chemical Analytical Lab

Univar USA
590 E. 100th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 990515
Contact: Ken Lambertsen
Phone: (907) 344-7444
Fax: (907) 522-1486
Email: Ken.Lambertsen@univarusa.com
Web site: www.univarusa.com
World’s largest industrial chemical dis-
tributor serving Alaskans since 1924.
Industrial emphasis in oil and gas refin-
ing, procuring and gas treating.

Civil & Hazardous Waste

MWH
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 350
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Brett Jokela
Phone: (907) 248-8883
Fax: (907) 248-8884
Email: Brett.Jokela@mwhglobal.com
The engineers, scientists, and construc-
tors of MWH provide innovative proj-
ects and solutions for clients through-
out Alaska and Worldwide.

Univar USA
590 E. 100th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 990515
Contact: Ken Lambertsen
Phone: (907) 344-7444
Fax: (907) 522-1486
Email: Ken.Lambertsen@univarusa.com
Web site: www.univarusa.com
World’s largest industrial chemical dis-
tributor serving Alaskans since 1924.
Industrial emphasis in oil and gas refin-
ing, procuring and gas treating.

Coal — Export

Usibelli Coal Mine
100 Cushman St., Ste. 210
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Bill Brophy, vp cust. relations
Phone: (907) 452-2625
Fax: (907) 451-6543
Email: info@usibelli.com
Web site: www.usibelli.com
Other Office
P. O. Box 1000
Healy, AK 99743
Phone: (907) 683-2226
Usibelli Coal Mine is headquartered in
Healy, Alaska and has 200 million tons
of proven coal reserves. Usibelli pro-
duced one million tons of sub-bitumi-
nous coal this year.

Commercial Diving

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. svc.
group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
American Marine Corp. provides full
service marine construction and diving
services throughout Alaska and the

Pacific Basin.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned div-
ing contractor specializing in sub-sea
oilfield work on mooring systems,
pipelines, platforms and docks in Cook
Inlet, on the North Slope and in Valdez.

Storm Chasers Marine Services
P.O. Box 757
Seward, AK 99664
Contact: Mica Van Buskirk
Phone: (907) 224-3536
Fax: (907) 224-6080
Email: sci@seward.net
Providing quality marine services in
Alaska for over 15 years. Commercial
diving, underwater welding, underwa-
ter inspection with video, vessel repair,
marine construction and marine salvage
services. 

Communications

ASRC Energy Services – Pipeline,
Power & Communications
3900 C St., 
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Wade Blasingame
Phone: (907) 339-6400
Fax: (907) 339-6444
Email:
wade.blasingame@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Pipeline construction and maintenance,
fiber optic cable installation.

ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Erin Ealum
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email:  info@astac.net
Providing local and long distance serv-
ice, Internet, maintenance and training,
consultation, installation, engineering,
Centrex, custom calling features, digital
cross connect service, and digital data
service to the North Slope region of
Alaska. 

Marketing Solutions
3330 C. St., Ste. 101
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Laurie Fagnani,
president/owner
Phone: (907) 569-7070
Fax: (907) 569-7090
Email: lfagnani@marketingsol.net
Web site: www.marketingsol.net
Marketing Solutions is a full-service
award-winning advertising and public
relations firm that promotes clients in
the industries statewide.

MEDC International
5829 West Sam Houston Pkwy, North,
Ste.1005

Houston, TX 77041
Contact: Phil Hausman, sales mgr. -
Americas
Phone: (713) 937-9772
Fax: (713) 937-9773
Cell: (713) 410-1144
Email: phausman@medcint.com
Other Office: MEDC Ltd. – UK
Web site: www.medc.com
MEDC design, manufacture and sell a
range of UL/CSA/ATEX-NEC/IEC
approved field devices for fire & gas
and communications systems for use in
potentially explosive atmospheres.

Michael Baker Jr.
4601 Business Park Blvd., Ste. 42
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bud Alto, business unit mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1600
Fax: (907) 273-1699
Email: jalto@mbakercorp.com
Web site: www.mbakercorp.com
Juneau office: 175 Franklin St., Ste. 420
Juneau, AK 99801
Contact: McKie Campbell, Sr. environ-
mental mgr.
Phone:  (907) 463-3171
Fax: (907) 463-3107
Email: mckie@gci.net
Multi-discipline firm with project man-
agement, permitting, fiber optic, civil,
structural, mechanical, electrical, and
instrumentation services. Established
offices in Anchorage and Juneau pro-
vide diversified staff accepting the chal-
lenges, delivering excellence.

North Slope Telecom
2020 E. Dowling, Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Laxson, president
Phone: (907) 562-4693
Fax: (907) 562-0818
Email: info@nstiak.com
Web site: www.nstiak.com
Twenty years of arctic experience in
design and installation of microwave,
satellite, fiber optic, radio, paging, tele-
phone equipment and systems. Tower
construction, inspection and mainte-
nance.

Construction Equipment 
& Materials

Alaska Dreams
522 Goldstreak Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99712
Contact: M. Huser, president
Phone: (907) 455-7712
Fax: (907) 455-7713
Email: AlaskaDreams@att.net
As an independent Rockford steel
building dealer we provide full service,
industry leading hi-tech durable steel
construction. The fully engineered and
complete buildings guarantee fast and
economical on site erection.

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mike Kunkel/Craig Welch, gen-
eral managers
Phone: (907) 659-2550

Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
Email:  brooks@astacalaska.com
Your source on the Slope for safety sup-
plies, welding supplies, automotive and
truck parts, hardware, tools, steel,
building materials, glass, propane,
hydraulic hoses and fittings, paint and
chemicals. Napa and True Value
Hardware distribution.

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: info@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy
civil construction, gravel and rock prod-
ucts, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground
utilities and reclamation services.

Jackovich Industrial & Construction
Supply
Fairbanks: 1600 Wells St.
Attn: Buz Jackovich
Phone: (907) 456-4414
Fax: (907) 452-4846
Anchorage: 1716 Post Road
Attn: Steve Slone
Phone: (907) 277-1406
Fax: (907) 258-1700
24 hour emergency service. With 30 years
of experience, we're experts on arctic
conditions and extreme weather.

Construction Project
Management

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design
services including construction manage-
ment for petro-chemical and heavy
industrial client projects.

Great Northern Engineering
137 E. Arctic Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: John H. Riggs, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 745-6988
Fax: (907) 745-0591
Email: gne@mtaonline.net
Website: www.greatnorthernengineer-
ing.com
Anchorage office: 561-0200
Kenai office: 283-5199
Great Northern Engineering (GNE) is a
full-service engineering firm specializ-
ing in industrial power and petro-chem-
ical engineering.  Complete engineer-
ing services in mechanical, electrical,
civil, structural, rotating equipment,
and corrosion engineering.  Consulting
services in project design, preparation
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of project documents, bid assistance,
project management, cost estimating
and inspection services.

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: info@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy
civil construction, gravel and rock prod-
ucts, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground
utilities and reclamation services.

Hawk Consultants
200 W. 34th Ave., Ste. 809
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Maynard Tapp, president
Phone: (907) 278-1877
Fax: (907) 278-1889
Email: info@hawkpros.com
Providing people and resources to the
oil, gas, power, telecommunication and
public works industries. Services include
strategic planning, full service project
management team consulting/outsourc-
ing, supplemental professionals, profes-
sionals, management consulting servic-
es.

Lounsbury and Associates
723 W. 6th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Craig L. Savage, president
E-mail: csavage@lounsburyinc.com
Contact: Jim Sawhill, vp
Email: jsawhill@lounsburyinc.com
Phone: (907) 272-5451
Fax: (907) 272-9065
Toll Free: (800) 478-5451
Website: www.lounsburyinc.com
Provides civil engineering and project
management services for oilfield devel-
opment. Recent projects include: Tarn,
Pam and Colville Delta North.

Michael Baker Jr.
4601 Business Park Blvd., Ste. 42
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John M. Eldred, business unit
mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1115
Fax: (907) 273-1699
Email: jeldred@mbakercorp.com
Website: www.mbakercorp.com
Juneau office: 175 Franklin St., Ste. 420
Juneau, AK 99801
Contact: McKie Campbell, sr. environ-
mental mgr.
Phone: (907) 463-3171
Fax: (907) 463-3107
Email: mckie@gci.net
Engineering skills include civil, structur-
al, mechanical, electrical, project man-
agement, GIS, and hydrology. Energy
services include CMMS (computerized
maintenance management), managed
operation and maintenance,
training/competency services, and other
related energy services.

NANA/Colt Engineering
700 G Street, 5th floor
Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 273-3900
Fax: (907) 273-3990
Contact: John Minier
NANA/Colt offers project management,
engineering, design, construction man-
agement, and procurement services to
the oil industry.

VECO
949 E. 36th Ave., Ste. 500
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Emily Cross
Phone: (907) 762-1510
Fax: (907) 762-1001
Email: emily.cross@veco.com
Web site: www.VECO.com
VECO is a multi-national corporation
that provides services, project manage-
ment, engineering, procurement, con-
struction, operations and maintenance
– to the energy, resource and process
industries and the public sector.

Consulting

CH2M HILL
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 601
Anchorage, AK 99516
Contact: Kelly Sobczek
Phone: (907) 646-0214
Fax: (907) 257-2016
Email: ksobczak@ch2m.com

Website: www.ch2m.com
Other Offices: World Wide
CH2M Hill is a global project delivery
firm with services that span production,
environmental permitting, treatment
processes, technology and engineering,
security, and operations and mainte-
nance.

Kuukpik/Veritas
2000 E. 88th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Jeff Hastings
Phone: (907) 276-6037
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Email: Jeff_Hastings@VeritasDGC.com

Contractors — General

Alaska Interstate Construction
P.O. Box 233769
Anchorage, AK 99523
Contact: John Ellsworth
Phone: (907) 562-2792
Fax: (907) 562-4179
Email: info@aicllc.com
Website: www.aicllc.com
AIC provides cost-effective solutions to
resource development industries. We
provide innovative ideas to meet each
requirement through the provision of
best-in-class people and equipment
coupled with exceptional performance.

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. svc.
group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
American Marine Corp. provides full
service marine construction and diving
services throughout Alaska and the
Pacific Basin.

ASRC Energy Services
3900 C St., Ste. 701
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Jack Laasch, exec. vp strategic
dev. and external affairs
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: jack.laasch@asrcenergry.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, engineering, con-
struction, operations, maintenance,
pipeline construction and maintenance,
project management, geological and
geophysical, drilling and completion
engineering, well stimulation, explo-
ration services.

ASRC Energy Services – Operations
and Maintenance
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Nelson, exec. vp
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: mark.nelson@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, industrial construc-
tion, operations and maintenance,
module fabrication and assembly, proj-
ect management and non-destructive
testing.

CONAM Construction
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Stinson
Phone: (907) 278-6600
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Email: bstinson@conamco.com
Oil, gas, and mining facility; pipeline,
civil, and commercial construction.

Cruz Construction
HC04 Box 9323
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: Dave or Dana Cruz
Phone: (907) 746-3144
Fax: (907) 746-5557
Email: cruzco@alaska.net
General contractor specializing in heavy
civil construction, horizontal direction
drilling for utilities. Ice road and ice
bridge construction throughout Alaska
in support of resource development. 

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: info@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy
civil construction, gravel and rock prod-
ucts, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground
utilities and reclamation services.

H.C. Price
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., #300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David L. Matthews
Phone: (907) 278-4400
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Other offices: Dallas, Texas, and interna-
tional.
Email: dmatthews@hcpriceco.com
EPC contractor performing oilfield sup-
port construction projects and other
heavy industrial projects statewide.

MWH

1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 350
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Brett Jokela
Phone: (907) 248-8883
Fax: (907) 248-8884
Email: Brett.Jokela@mwhglobal.com
The engineers, scientists, and construc-
tors of MWH provide innovative proj-
ects and solutions for clients through-
out Alaska and Worldwide.

Peak Oilfield Service
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bill Stamps, business develop-
ment/ex. affairs
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: billstamps@peakalaska.com
Web site: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services 
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Contractors — Pipeline

ASRC Energy Services – Pipeline,
Power & Communications
3900 C St., 
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Wade Blasingame
Phone: (907) 339-6400
Fax: (907) 339-6444
Email:
wade.blasingame@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Pipeline construction and maintenance,
fiber optic cable installation.

CONAM Construction
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Stinson
Phone: (907) 278-6600
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Email: bstinson@conamco.com
Oil, gas, and mining facility; pipeline,
civil, and commercial construction.
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MWH removed debris from orphan exploratory sites overland during the long Arctic winter. See the company profile on page B11.
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H.C. Price
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., #300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David L. Matthews
Phone: (907) 278-4400
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Other offices: Dallas, Texas, and interna-
tional.
Email: dmatthews@hcpriceco.com
EPC contractor performing oilfield sup-
port construction projects and other
heavy industrial projects statewide.

Peak Oilfield Service
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bill Stamps, business develop-
ment/ex. affairs
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: billstamps@peakalaska.com
Web site: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Control Systems

Arctic Controls
1120 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Scott Stewart, president
Phone: (907) 277-7555
Fax: (907) 277-9295
Email: sstewart@arcticcontrols.com
Website: www.arcticcontrols.com
An Alaskan owned and operated com-
pany since,1985, Arctic Controls, Inc. has
been highly successful as manufacturer
representatives for the state of Alaska
in the Process Control and
Instrumentation field. Selling equip-
ment to the oil and gas markets, min-
ing and water wastewater/municipal
markets.

Dowland-Bach
6130 Tuttle Pl.
P.O. Box 230126
Anchorage, AK 99523
Contact: Lynn Johnson, president
Phone: (907) 562-5818
Fax: (907) 563-4721
Email: lynn@dowlandbach.com
Web site: www.dowlandbach.com

North Slope Telecom
2020 E. Dowling, Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Laxson, president
Phone: (907) 562-4693
Fax: (907) 562-0818
Email: info@nstiak.com
Web site: www.nstiak.com
Design, installation and maintenance of
SCADA, CATV, surveillance, power gen-
eration and remote communication sys-
tems. Twenty years of arctic experience.

Corrosion Analysis

Kakivik Asset Management
5401 Fairbanks St., Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 770-9400
Fax: (907) 770-9450
Contact: Mark Hylen, president/CEO
Email: mhylen@kakivik.com
Web site: www.kakivik.com
Fairbanks Office
Phone: (907) 451-4898
Fax: (907) 451-4897
Valdez Office
Phone: (907) 831-1390
Offering all elements of nondestructive
testing, inspection services, quality con-
trol and asset management

Drilling & Well Services

ASRC Energy Services – Engineering
and Technology
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John Lewis, vp operations
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: john.lewis@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Drilling and completion engineering,
well stimulation, facilities engineering,
upstream exploration and production
services, geological and geophysical
services, automation, electrical and
instrumentation, platform renovation
and construction.

Baker Hughes Inteq
7260 Homer Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Dave Reimer, AK mgr.

Phone: (907) 267-6600
Cell Phone: (907) 250-6420
Fax: (907) 267-6623
Email: dave.reimer@inteq.com
Web site: www.bakerhughes.com
Baker Hughes Inteq delivers advanced
drilling technologies and services that
deliver efficiency and precise well place-
ment. Major capabilities include direc-
tional drilling, measurement-while-
drilling (MWD), logging-while-drilling
(LWD), drilling fluids, and well-site
information management services. 

Doyon Drilling
101 W. Benson Blvd., Ste. 503
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ron Wilson
Phone: (907) 563-5530
Fax: (907) 561-8986
Email: rwilson@doyondrilling.com

The Fairweather Companies
2000 E. 88th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Penrose
Phone: (907) 258-3446
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Website: www.fairweather.com
The Fairweather Companies provide
project management, engineering,
drilling, permitting, logistics, and opera-
tional services to the exploration and
production sectors of the petroleum
industry.

FMC Energy Systems
700 W. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518-1122
Contact: Alan McArthur, area mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-3990
Fax: (907) 563-5810
Email: alan.mcarthur@fmcti.com
Supplier of wellheads and Christmas
trees, to API specifications, with repair
facility and service organization to sup-
port all North Slope and Cook Inlet
locations.

MI SWACO
721 W. First Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Brad Billon
Phone: (907) 274-5526
Fax: (907) 279-6729
Email: bbillon@miswaco.com
SWACO
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Dana Rhodes
Phone: (907) 274-5541
Email: danarhodes@midF.com
MI SWACO combines Alaska know-how
and global strength to provide the oil
industry with a full-service drilling part-
ner

Nabors Alaska Drilling
2525 C St., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Leslie Adams
Phone: (907) 263-6000
Fax: (907) 563-3734
Email: leslie.adams@nabors.com

NIED
341 W. Tudor Rd., Ste. 206
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Conrad Perry
Phone: (907) 561-0650
Fax: (907) 561-0763
Email: cperry@niedi.com
Web site: www.NIEDI.com

Nordic-Calista Services
4700 Business Park Blvd., Bldg. E, #19
Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone: (907) 561-7458
Fax: (907) 563-8347
Contact: Phil Snisarenko, Operations
Mgr. 
Email: Nordic@gci.net
Nordic-Calista Services provides innova-
tive, reliable workover/drilling rigs
specifically designer for arctic condi-
tions. We strive to maximize productivi-
ty and efficiency while promoting safe-
ty and environmentally-conscious drill
practices.

Petroleum Equipment & Services
5631 Silverado Way, Ste G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kevin Durling/Donald Parker
Phone: (907) 248-0066
Fax: (907) 248-4429
Email: sales@pesiak.com
Web site: www.pesiak.com
P.E.S.I. provides both conventional and
specialty products and services for the
Alaska oil industry. Regardless of your

location, you will receive products and
service that is guaranteed to meet your
requirements. 

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver
CO, Casper WY
Quadco has supplied services to the
Alaska oilfield since 1976. We have
trained personnel to help with instru-
mentation, solids control, pipe handling
and Top Drive drilling equipment. 24
hour on call

Schlumberger Oilfield Services
2525 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Daniel Palmer
Phone: (907) 273-1700
Fax: (907) 561-8317
Email: Palmer2@slb.com
Web site: www.slb.com
Schlumberger Oilfield Services provides
people and technology, working
together to offer exploration and pro-
duction solutions for the life of oil and
gas reservoirs.

Unique Machine
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, COO
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: office@uniquemachineinc.com
Web site: www.uniquemachineinc.com
The design, development, manufacture
and distribution of oilfield construction,
mining, fishing and government parts
to industry quality standards.

Drug Testing

ArrowHealth Corp.
4050 Lake Otis Pkwy., Ste. 207
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Lea Counts, dir. Substance
Abuse Testing Div.
Phone: (907) 868-8885
Fax: (907) 868-8882
Email: arrowh@myexcel.com
Web site: www.arrowhealthcorp.com
ArrowHealth is Alaska’s premier service
provider of occupational health and
substance abuse testing. We service the
local community, national contracts,
and government agencies alike with
customized solutions.

Worksafe
300 W. 36th Ave., Ste. A
Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone: (907) 563-8378
Fax: (907) 563-8380
Web site: www.worksafeinc.com
Worksafe works to keep your employ-
ees from getting hurt on the job if they
are using drugs or alcohol. Worksafe
Drug Testing increases productivity,
reduces liability with fewer injuries and
accidents and provides insurance cost
savings.

Electrical

Dowland-Bach
6130 Tuttle Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Lynn Johnson
Phone: (907) 562-5818
Fax: (907) 563-4721
Web site: www.dowlandbach.com
Industrial control and panel fabrication

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Employee Services 

ArrowHealth Corp.
4050 Lake Otis Pkwy., Ste. 207
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Lea Counts, dir. Substance
Abuse Testing Div.
Phone: (907) 868-8885
Fax: (907) 868-8882
Email: arrowh@myexcel.com
Web site: www.arrowhealthcorp.com
ArrowHealth is Alaska’s premier service
provider of occupational health and
substance abuse testing. We service the
local community, national contracts,
and government agencies alike with
customized solutions.

Hawk Consultants
200 W. 34th Ave., Ste. 809
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Maynard Tapp, president
Phone: (907) 278-1877
Fax: (907) 278-1889
Email: info@hawkpros.com
Providing people and resources to the
oil, gas, power, telecommunication and
public works industries. Services include
strategic planning, full service project
management team consulting/outsourc-
ing, supplemental professionals, profes-
sionals, management consulting servic-
es.

Worksafe
300 W. 36th Ave., Ste. A
Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone: (907) 563-8378
Fax: (907) 563-8380
Web site: www.worksafeinc.com
Worksafe works to keep your employ-
ees from getting hurt on the job if they
are using drugs or alcohol. Worksafe
Drug Testing increases productivity,
reduces liability with fewer injuries and
accidents and provides insurance cost
savings. 

Energy Services

ASRC Energy Services
3900 C St., Ste. 701
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Jack Laasch, exec. vp strategic
dev. and external affairs
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: jack.laasch@asrcenergry.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, engineering, con-
struction, operations, maintenance,
pipeline construction and maintenance,
project management, geological and
geophysical, drilling and completion
engineering, well stimulation, explo-
ration services.

ASRC Energy Services – Operations
and Maintenance
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Nelson, exec. vp
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: mark.nelson@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, industrial construc-
tion, operations and maintenance,
module fabrication and assembly, proj-
ect management and non-destructive
testing.

Hunter 3-D
9898 Bissonnet St., Ste. 362
Houston, TX 77036
Contact: Dan Huston, vice president
Phone: (713) 981-4650
Fax: (713) 981-4650
Email: hunter3d@wt.net
Web site: www.hunter3dinc.com
Hunter 3-D is a geophysical consulting
company based in Houston, Texas. We
interpret seismic, gravity and magnetic
data for projects in Alaska and world-
wide. 

Michael Baker Jr.
4601 Business Park Blvd., Ste. 42
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John M. Eldred, business unit
mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1115
Fax: (907) 273-1699
Email: jeldred@mbakercorp.com
Website: www.mbakercorp.com
Juneau office: 175 Franklin St., Ste. 420
Juneau, AK 99801
Contact: McKie Campbell, sr. environ-
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mental mgr.
Phone: (907) 463-3171
Fax: (907) 463-3107
Email: mckie@gci.net
Engineering skills include civil, structur-
al, mechanical, electrical, project man-
agement, GIS, and hydrology. Energy
services include CMMS (computerized
maintenance management), managed
operation and maintenance,
training/competency services, and other
related energy services.

Engineering Services

AES Lynx Enterprises
1029 W. 3rd Ave., Ste.400
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mark Schindler, president &
CEO
Contact: Diane Fleisher, office mgr. 
Phone: (907) 277-4611
Fax: (907) 277-4717
Email: mschindler@lynxalaska.com
Lynx professionals offer the following
services: major project strategic plan-
ning and project management; onshore
and offshore projects, exploration and
development phases, permits and right-
of-way acquisition, National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) docu-
mentation, Environmental Assessment
(EA) and Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) preparation.

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design
services including construction manage-
ment for petro-chemical and heavy
industrial client projects.

Alpine-Meadow
11043 Tsusena Circle
Eagle River, AK 99577
Contact: George Snodgrass, president
Phone: (907) 694-7423
Fax: (907) 694-7423
Email: grsnodgrass@alpine-
meadow.com
Website: www.alpine-meadow.com
We are a small, low-cost, professional,
personal company with 18 years engi-
neering and environmental experience
in Alaska with major oil companies. We
offer permitting and compliance,
strategic planning, incident investiga-
tions, crisis management services.

CH2M HILL
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 601
Anchorage, AK 99516
Contact: Kelly Sobczek
Phone: (907) 646-0214
Fax: (907) 257-2016
Email: ksobczak@ch2m.com
Website: www.ch2m.com
Other Offices: World Wide
CH2M Hill is a global project delivery
firm with services that span production,

environmental permitting, treatment
processes, technology and engineering,
security, and operations and mainte-
nance.

Engineered Fire & Safety
3138 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Don Maupin, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 274-7973 ext. 123
Fax: (907) 274-6265
Email d.maupin@efs-fire.com
Web site: www.efs-fire.com
An industry leader in the design, inte-
gration and testing of safety solutions
for high value risks. UL system certifica-
tions and panel fabrication.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com
Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an
environmental engineering and con-
sulting firm with more than 70 offices
worldwide providing environmental
planning, assessment, permitting, com-
pliance management and contamina-
tion cleanup.

The Fairweather Companies
2000 E. 88th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Penrose
Phone: (907) 258-3446
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Website: www.fairweather.com
The Fairweather Companies provide
project management, engineering,
drilling, permitting, logistics, and opera-
tional services to the exploration and
production sectors of the petroleum
industry.

Great Northern Engineering
137 E. Arctic Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: John H. Riggs, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 745-6988
Fax: (907) 745-0591
Email: gne@mtaonline.net
Website: www.greatnorthernengineer-
ing.com
Anchorage office: 561-0200
Kenai office: 283-5199
Great Northern Engineering (GNE) is a
full-service engineering firm specializ-
ing in industrial power and petro-chem-
ical engineering.  Complete engineer-
ing services in mechanical, electrical,
civil, structural, rotating equipment,
and corrosion engineering.  Consulting
services in project design, preparation
of project documents, bid assistance,
project management, cost estimating
and inspection services.

Kakivik Asset Management
5401 Fairbanks St., Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 770-9400
Fax: (907) 770-9450
Contact: Mark Hylen, president/CEO
Email: mhylen@kakivik.com
Web site: www.kakivik.com
Fairbanks Office
Phone: (907) 451-4898

Fax: (907) 451-4897
Valdez Office
Phone: (907) 831-1390
Offering all elements of nondestructive
testing, inspection services, quality con-
trol and asset management.

Kuukpik-LCMF
139 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Richard Rearick, architectural
mgr.
Contact: Willey Wilhelm, engineering
mgr.
Contact: Tony Hoffman, survey mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1830
Phone: (800) 955-1830
Fax: (907) 273-1831
Email: lcmfanch@alaska.net
Other Offices:
Barrow: (800) 478-8213
Email: ktoovak@lcmf.com
Alpine: (907) 670-4739
Email: alp1035@ppco.com
Arctic specialized architectural and
engineering design for all structures;
water/sewer, fuel and transportation
systems design; contractor support sur-
veying and permitting for oil and gas
development; dredging operations,
remote site land and hydrographic sur-
veying.

NANA/Colt Engineering
700 G Street, 5th floor
Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 273-3900
Fax: (907) 273-3990
Contact: John Minier
NANA/Colt offers project management,
engineering, design, construction man-
agement, and procurement services to
the oil industry.

Natco Canada
P.O. Box 850, Stn. T
Calgary, Alberta T2H2H3
Contact: Kevin Baird, bus. dev. mgr.
Phone: (403) 203-2103
Fax: (403) 236-0488
Email: kbaird@natco-ca.com
Web site: www.natco-ca.com
Natco Group engineers, designs and
manufactures process, wellhead and
water treatment equipment and sys-
tems used in the production of oil and
gas worldwide.

PDC Harris Group
1231 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Steve Theno
Phone: (907) 644-4716
Fax: (907) 561-7028
Email: stevetheno@pdceng.com
Contact: Mike Moora
Phone: same as above
Fax: same as above
Email: mike.moora@harrisgroup.com
Web site: www.harrisgroup.com
PDC-Harris Group provides front-end
engineering design, detailed design,
and environmental permitting services
to the oil, gas, and power generation
markets. 

Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska
(PRA)
3601 C St., Ste. 1378
Anchorage, AK 99503

Contact: Tom Walsh
Phone: (907) 272-1232
Fax: (907) 272-1344
Email: info@petroak.com
Our multidisciplinary staff of qualified
and experienced professionals possess a
diverse array of technical capabilities to
provide our clients with a full spectrum
of geoscience and engineering consult-
ing services.

VECO
949 E. 36th Ave., Ste. 500
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Emily Cross
Phone: (907) 762-1510
Fax: (907) 762-1001
Email: emily.cross@veco.com
Web site: www.VECO.com
VECO is a multi-national corporation
that provides services, project manage-
ment, engineering, procurement, con-
struction, operations and maintenance
– to the energy, resource and process
industries and the public sector.

Environmental Engineering 
& Consulting

AES Lynx Enterprises
1029 W. 3rd Ave., Ste.400
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mark Schindler, President &
CEO
Contact: Diane Fleisher, office mgr. 
Phone: (907) 277-4611
Fax: (907) 277-4717
Email: mschindler@lynxalaska.com
Lynx professionals offer the following
services: major project strategic plan-
ning and project management; onshore
and offshore projects, exploration and
development phases, permits and right-
of-way acquisition, National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) docu-
mentation, Environmental Assessment
(EA) and Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) preparation. 

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design
services including construction manage-
ment for petro-chemical and heavy
industrial client projects.

Alpine-Meadow
11043 Tsusena Circle
Eagle River, AK 99577
Contact: George Snodgrass, president
Phone: (907) 694-7423
Fax: (907) 694-7423
Email: grsnodgrass@alpine-
meadow.com
Website: www.alpine-meadow.com
We are a small, low-cost, professional,
personal company with 18 years engi-
neering and environmental experience

http://www.akmassage.com
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in Alaska with major oil companies. We
offer permitting and compliance,
strategic planning, incident investiga-
tions, crisis management services.

CH2M HILL
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 601
Anchorage, AK 99516
Contact: Kelly Sobczek
Phone: (907) 646-0214
Fax: (907) 257-2016
Email: ksobczak@ch2m.com
Website: www.ch2m.com
Other Offices: World Wide
CH2M Hill is a global project delivery
firm with services that span production,
environmental permitting, treatment
processes, technology and engineering,
security, and operations and mainte-
nance.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com
Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an
environmental engineering and con-
sulting firm with more than 70 offices
worldwide providing environmental
planning, assessment, permitting, com-
pliance management and contamina-
tion cleanup.

Golder Associates
1750 Abbott Rd., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bob Dugan, mgr., Tom
Krzewinski, Mark Musial, Bucky Tart
Phone: (907) 344-6001
Fax: (907) 344-6011
Website: www.golder.com
Providing geotechnical engineering,
water resource, and geosciences servic-
es in support of resource development
projects in Alaska and the Arctic. Other
offices worldwide.

MWH
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 350
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Brett Jokela
Phone: (907) 248-8883
Fax: (907) 248-8884
Email: Brett.Jokela@mwhglobal.com
The engineers, scientists, and construc-
tors of MWH provide innovative proj-
ects and solutions for clients through-
out Alaska and Worldwide.

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. American
Maine svc. group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
PENCO provides environmental
response, containment and clean up.
Hazardous wastes and contaminated
site clean up and remediation. Asbestos
and lead abatement. Petroleum vessel
services and bulk fuel oil facility and
storage tank maintenance, manage-
ment and operations.

PDC Harris Group
1231 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Steve Theno
Phone: (907) 644-4716
Fax: (907) 561-7028
Email: stevetheno@pdceng.com
Contact: Mike Moora
Phone: same as above
Fax: same as above
Email: mike.moora@harrisgroup.com
Web site: www.harrisgroup.com
PDC-Harris Group provides front-end
engineering design, detailed design,
and environmental permitting services
to the oil, gas, and power generation
markets. 

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver
CO, Casper WY
Quadco has supplied services to the
Alaska oilfield since 1976. We have
trained personnel to help with instru-

mentation, solids control, pipe handling
and Top Drive drilling equipment. 24
hour on call

Environmental Response 
& Cleanup

Alaska Interstate Construction
P.O. Box 233769
Anchorage, AK 99523
Contact: John Ellsworth
Phone: (907) 562-2792
Fax: (907) 562-4179
Email: info@aicllc.com
Website: www.aicllc.com
AIC provides cost-effective solutions to
resource development industries. We
provide innovative ideas to meet each
requirement through the provision of
best-in-class people and equipment
coupled with exceptional performance.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com
Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an
environmental engineering and con-
sulting firm with more than 70 offices
worldwide providing environmental
planning, assessment, permitting, com-
pliance management and contamina-
tion cleanup.

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: info@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy
civil construction, gravel and rock prod-
ucts, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground
utilities and reclamation services.

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. American
Maine svc. group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
PENCO provides environmental
response, containment and clean up.
Hazardous wastes and contaminated
site clean up and remediation. Asbestos
and lead abatement. Petroleum vessel
services and bulk fuel oil facility and
storage tank maintenance, manage-

ment and operations.

Unitech of Alaska
2130 E. Dimond Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Debbie Hawley
Phone: (907) 349-5142
Phone: (800) 649-5859
Fax: (907) 349-2733
Email: unitech@alaska.com
Email: dhawley@unitechofalaska.com
UOA is Alaska’s only 24-hour oil spill
remediation, environmental and indus-
trial supply company. Specialty areas
include sorbents, geotextile, contain-
ment berms, drums and ice melt.

Environmental Supplies

Arctic Fire & Safety
702 30th Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Bobby, Shane, Gigi
Phone: (907) 378-2116
Fax: (907) 452-7876
Email: arcfire@yahoo.com
Your Alaskan owned safety specialist
since 1975. Gas detection, sales/rentals,
containments, U.N. shipping boxes, bar-
rels, P.P.E. material handling, totes, spill
kits, all absorbents. We stock.

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. American
Maine svc. group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
PENCO provides environmental
response, containment and clean up.
Hazardous wastes and contaminated
site clean up and remediation. Asbestos
and lead abatement. Petroleum vessel
services and bulk fuel oil facility and
storage tank maintenance, manage-
ment and operations.

Unitech of Alaska
2130 E. Dimond Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Debbie Hawley
Phone: (907) 349-5142
Phone: (800) 649-5859
Fax: (907) 349-2733
Email: unitech@alaska.com
Email: dhawley@unitechofalaska.com
UOA is Alaska’s only 24-hour oil spill
remediation, environmental and indus-
trial supply company. Specialty areas
include sorbents, geotextile, contain-
ment berms, drums and ice melt.

Equipment & Heavy Hauling

Alaska Interstate Construction

P.O. Box 233769
Anchorage, AK 99523
Contact: John Ellsworth
Phone: (907) 562-2792
Fax: (907) 562-4179
Email: info@aicllc.com
Website: www.aicllc.com
AIC provides cost-effective solutions to
resource development industries. We
provide innovative ideas to meet each
requirement through the provision of
best-in-class people and equipment
coupled with exceptional performance.

Carlile Transportation Systems
1800 E. 1st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Linda Leary
Ph: (907) 267-7797
Fax: (907) 276-6786
Email: lleary@carlilekw.com
Other Offices: Fairbanks, Prudhoe Bay,
Kenai, Seward, Federal Way, WA,
Houston, TX, Edomonton, ALTA
Alaska owned and operated, full serv-
ice, multi-modal, transportation and
logistics company.

Crowley Alaska
2525 C St., Ste. 303
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Craig Tornga
Phone: (907) 278-4978
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: cms.@crowley.com
Marine transportation throughout
Alaska. North Slope heavy hauling with
CATCO all-terrain vehicles.

Northern Transportation
310 K St., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: John Marshall, Lynette Storoz
Phone: (907) 264-6682
Fax: (907) 264-6602
Email: email@ntcl.com
Marine transportation along Alaska’s
North Slope via Mackenzie River route.

TOTE-Totem Ocean Trailer Express
2511 Tidewater Road
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Curt Stoner
Phone: (907) 265-7215
Phone: (800) 234-8683
Fax: (907) 278-9689
Email: cstoner@totemocean.com
Web site: www.totemocean.com
TOTE’s roll on/roll off ships sail two
times per week between the Port of
Tacoma and the Port of Anchorage.
Transit time is a fast 66 hours.

Weaver Brothers
14223 Kenai Spur Hwy.
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Glen Dye, terminal mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-7975
Fax: (907) 283-3677
Email: glend@wbialaska.com
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Keith Walters, left, Usibelli Coal Mine general manager and Jim Graham, Usibelli Coal Mine production manager, oversee mining
operations in Two Bull Ridge Mine.
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MWH focuses on the environment
The company’s services range from environmental consulting to building environment-related facilities 

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum Directory Contributing Writer

n recent years people have become
increasingly aware of the impact of
human activity on the earth’s environ-
ment. As a result the development and

operation of industrial, commercial, mili-
tary or residential infrastructure now
requires a high level of environmental
knowledge, planning and design.

MWH Global Inc. addresses these envi-
ronmental issues through its international
business operations focused on environ-
mental consulting, engineering and con-
struction. MWH is a private, employee-
owned company with about 6,000 employ-
ees worldwide.

“MWH was formed in 2002 by the
amalgamation of two long-standing engi-
neering firms, Montgomery Watson and
Harza Engineering company,” Brett Jokela,
MWH’s Alaska regional manager, told
Petroleum News. Montgomery Watson’s
history in civil environmental engineering
stretched back to the 19th century, Jokela
said. Harza Engineering had established an
international reputation for the develop-
ment of hydroelectric power stations.

The company’s staff of 50 in
Anchorage, Alaska, forms part of MWH
Americas Inc., the division of MWH
Global that supports North and South
America. Alaska clients include local, state
and federal government; the oil and gas
industry and the mining industry.

Environmental compliance
Compliance with environmental stan-

dards and regulations forms a critical part
of any environmentally responsible activity.
And through environmental assessments,
planning and monitoring MWH’s experts
can help clients understand the environ-
mental impacts of new developments,
obtain permits and assure operational com-
pliance.

Janet Sheldon, a senior project manager
with MWH, said that a major component
of the company’s compliance work
involves facilitating a dialogue between
clients and the regulatory authorities. Doug
Quist, a senior chemist with MWH, sees
this facilitation as a key benefit for the
clients.

“When we go in and talk about a new
environmental permit or a new wastewater

discharge permit with the agency folks they
know what we’re about and we know what
they’re about,” Quist said. “It’s clearly a
benefit to the client, because ... we’ve
already got a level of trust developed with
the agency staff.”

Extensive experience of interpreting the
regulations also enables MWH to help

clients understand how the regulations
apply in different situations.

“Sometimes, based on other projects
we’ve done, we’ll know that there’s a dif-
ferent interpretation (of the regulations) that
is valid that may not necessarily be com-
mon knowledge,” Quist said.

MWH also helps people assure the
compliance of operational facilities through
environmental monitoring and pollution
prevention planning.

“You have to have an understanding of
what the operations are,” Jokela said. “We
work very closely with the crews working
in the health and safety arena and with the
project planners and with the operations
managers ... so we can help determine what
needs to be covered in the compliance doc-
umentation.”

Engineering and construction
The engineering and construction of

facilities such as water supplies, water
treatment plants and power plants form
major components of MWH’s services.

In Alaska the company does engineer-
ing design and is also a licensed general
contractor. For example, the company
designed and built the potable water plant
for the Milne Point oil field on the North
Slope. MWH has also been upgrading
water supply and water treatment facilities
for rural Alaska villages. 

The company has carried out a number

of projects at the Valdez Marine Terminal
to improve the efficiency of the processes
at the terminal. 

“We just completed a retrofit of the
domestic wastewater treatment plant at the
... Marine Terminal, and we are continuing
to assist in evaluating the Ballast Water

Treatment functions and infrastructure,”
Jokela said. “Last year we designed a new
intake gallery and pump house for the
water system at the terminal.”

Worldwide, MWH has designed and
built a number of major hydroelectric
power plants and, as Harza Engineering the
company led the Susitna hydroelectric proj-
ect in the early 1980s. More recently, the
company has been involved in several
hydropower projects in Alaska. For exam-
ple, the company has been doing engineer-
ing and power re-evaluations for Chugach

Electric Association to support the relicens-
ing of the Cooper Lake project, Jokela said.

Control systems
MWH has developed a particular

expertise in the design and construction of
electronic control systems. These so-called
SCADA systems enable the remote moni-
toring and control of facilities such as water
supplies.

For example, the company has been
designing a system for the Anchorage
Water and Wastewater Utility. The system
will enable a single control room to moni-
tor the operation of plant and facilities
throughout the Anchorage area.

“There’ll be new SCADA and controls
for three wastewater plants, two water
plants and over 150 remote facilities,
including water wells and pump stations,”
Jokela said.

In one of the more novel applications of
SCADA technology, MWH designed and
built a system for reducing the fuel require-
ments at the FAA’s radio navigation beacon
at Chandalar Lake in the southern foothills
of the Brooks Range. Transporting diesel
fuel to the beacon’s electricity generator at
a remote site many miles from the nearest
road had become an expensive operation
for the FAA.

The new system involves the use of
solar panels and a wind generator to sup-
plement the diesel generator.

“It’s cut the fuel consumption dramati-
cally by applying solar and wind power
and by using SCADA technology to trans-
fer information to Anchorage, where the
FAA can monitor which of those units is
actually operating, how much fuel is left
and what the power production is,” Jokela
said.

Reclamation and remediation
MWH can apply both its environmental

expertise and its project skills when
reclaiming or remediating land impacted by
past activities.

For example, the company has partici-
pated in closure of disused reserve pits on
Alaska’s North Slope. The need to do this
reclamation work during the winter compli-
cated the testing of the cleanup — winter
sampling indicated that the sites were clean
but visual inspections in the summer
showed the existence of oil sheens.

“Essentially we went back and helped
design a baseline study on how to avoid
that (problem) by using a field methodolo-
gy for laboratory samples,” Quist said.

This type of innovative approach to
solving a sample testing issue evolved from
an earlier project in which MWH remediat-
ed pollution from the old railroad round-
house in Cordova. On that award-winning
project natural organic material in the

ground exceeded the
Alaska Department of
Environmental
Conservation’s stan-
dards for cleaning up
manmade hydrocar-
bons. MWH chemists
had to come up with a
sample cleanup
method that ADEC
would accept, Bonnie
McLean, health and
safety manager for
MWH, said.

MWH has also
been cleaning up the
so-called orphan
exploratory sites on the
North Slope.

“We’ve primarily dealt with all of the
ones that are outside the Prudhoe Bay area
— south towards the Brooks Range,”
Jokela said.

On this particular project MWH had to
develop a means of discharging water in
open tundra without causing environmental
damage. The company first had to work
with the regulators to formulate an appro-
priate regulation.

“There hadn’t been any regulation of
that (type of) discharge in the past,” Jokela
said.

MWH then went on to design and build
a portable water discharge system that
would operate within the terms of the regu-
lation.

With his company’s ability to cover the
gamut of environmental services, from
consulting to engineering and construction,
Jokela sees a very positive future for
MWH. However, with the gradual comple-
tion of cleanup projects he anticipates an
increasing proportion of the workload
focusing on damage prevention rather than
damage remediation.

“(The business) will certainly be chang-
ing and we’ll be reacting to those changes,”
Jokela said. “But we’re very optimistic
about our future in the state and the future
of the company as a whole.” l

I

MWH has removed nearly 300 tons of solid waste debris including drums containing waste
fuels and hazardous waste from orphan exploratory sites scattered between the foothills of
the Brooks Range and Prudhoe Bay.

For the FAA Chandalar Lake radio navigation beacon, MWH
designed and installed an innovative multi-fuel power system
that utilizes an array of solar panels, wind turbines, and diesel
generators dramatically reducing fuel consumption.

MWH designed improvements to the Ballast Water Treatment facility as well as water sup-
ply and domestic wastewater at the Valdez Marine Terminal.  
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Usibelli Coal Mine enters the 21st century
With plenty of reserves and stable production costs coal competes effectively with other energy sources

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum Directory Contributing Writer

mid the ups and downs of the oil and gas business
it’s easy to forget the relative stability and reliability
of the earliest form of industrial energy — coal. In
Alaska, for example, Usibelli Coal Mine Inc. has

unerringly turned out a flow of “black gold” from the
Healy area for more than 60 years, providing energy for
Alaska and generating a valuable export commodity for the
state.

Emil Usibelli, an Italian immigrant, founded Usibelli
Coal Mine in 1943, although mining operations in the
Healy area actually started several decades earlier.

“(Usibelli Coal Mine) was started with a 10,000 ton,
one-year contract to supply coal to Ladd Airfield during
World War II,” Steve Denton, Usibelli Coal Mine’s vice
president for business development, told Petroleum News.

Emil Usibelli created great skepticism among local min-
ers by operating a surface mine rather than following the
conventional strategy of underground mining.

“They thought this upstart didn’t really know how to
mine coal,” Denton said.

However, Usibelli’s revolutionary approach paid off and
his business expanded steadily. Underground mining in the
Healy area finally ceased in 1962 and in 1971 Usibelli
Coal Mine bought out its last remaining competitor in the
area.

The Usibelli family still owns the company and Joe
Usibelli Jr., Emil Usibelli’s grandson, is now company
president.

Energy for Alaska
Ever since its first contract with Ladd Airfield, Usibelli

Coal Mine has supplied energy for heat and electricity in
Alaska, especially in the Alaska Interior. The company sup-
plies coal for cogeneration plants at Clear
Air Force Station, Fort Wainwright, Eielson
Air Force Base, the University of Alaska
Fairbanks and for Aurora Energy in
Fairbanks. 

“We serve one mine-mouth powerplant ...
and that’s the Golden Valley plant here in
Healy,” Denton said.

Most of the plants are cogenerators, sup-
plying both electricity and hot water or
steam for heating neighborhood buildings.
This arrangement maximizes the energy
usage from the coal and provides environ-
mental benefits in Alaska’s frigid winters.

“In places like Fairbanks where you have
air quality problems ... in the winter time, by
centralizing your fuel burning in a central
powerplant ... you’ve got much better control
over the combustion and control over the pollutants ... you
also dramatically reduce ice fog,” Denton said.

Cost stability
With question marks over the future of gas supplies in

the Cook Inlet, Denton thinks that coal can help stabilize
the future cost of electricity in the Alaska Railbelt. Whereas
high and unpredictable exploration costs tend to heavily
influence the cost of natural gas, coal exists in vast quanti-
ties and its production cost tends to be very stable, Denton
said.

“The cost of finding coal is relatively low and most of
your costs associated with producing coal are operating
costs,” Denton said.

Given this economic background, Usibelli Coal Mine
has proposed the development of another mine-mouth
powerplant called the Emma Creek Energy Project.

“We’ve produced a conceptual design of a power plant
that would be located near our (new) Jumbo Dome deposit
...,” Denton said. “That would be a new mine that would
produce somewhere in the neighborhood of about 1.5 mil-
lion tons (of coal) per year to feed a 200 megawatt power-
plant.”

Usibelli Coal Mine also owns leases covering the
majority of the Wishbone Hill coal deposits near Sutton.
These high-rank coal deposits could feed electricity genera-
tion in the Matanuska and Susitna valleys.

A good coal to export
The low sulfur content of the coal from around Healy

makes this environmentally friendly fuel especially appeal-

ing for use in powerplants.
“The sulfur content of the coal that we ship is typically

0.2 percent or lower,” Denton said. “So we have some of
the lowest sulfur coal in the world.”

Also in recent years there’s been an upsurge in demand
for the type of low-rank coal that the mine in Healy pro-
duces. The high quantity of volatiles in this type of coal
renders the fuel easy to burn in powerplants, while low
mining costs offset an energy content somewhat below that
of higher-rank bituminous coals. 

With exports to South Korea starting in 1985 Usibelli
Coal Mine began an international trade in low-rank coal.

“They were blending our coal with coals from other
countries and burning in a furnace that was designed for
that purpose,” Denton said. “At that point in time we were
the only low-rank coal exporter in the world.”

When Indonesia entered the low-rank coal market in the
early 1990s the market expanded. However, a glut of coal
depressed prices and in
2002 Indonesia outbid
Usibelli Coal Mine for the
South Korea contract.

Since then, with China
starting to import coal,
world coal prices have
rebounded. Usibelli Coal
Mine is exporting to South
Korea again and the compa-
ny says that it can now com-
pete on price with other
Pacific Rim producers.

“The Pacific Rim coal
price has more than doubled
... from what it was a year
ago,” Denton said. “That has
created a very keen interest
on the part of coal pur-
chasers around the world to
look for new sources of supply.”

So Usibelli Coal Mine is actively pursuing export
opportunities around the Pacific Rim and is even looking at
export possibilities to South America.

Responsible development
Although Usibelli Coal Mine has expanded its opera-

tions over the years the company has also achieved an
exemplary reputation for its environmental programs. In
fact the company pioneered a land reclamation program
several years before the federal government started to regu-
late surface mine reclamation.

“The fundamental goals of that (environmental) pro-
gram are protecting the water, so as not to pollute the sur-
face and ground water, and to return the land to a condition
comparable to its condition prior to mining,” Denton said.

To protect the water in the area around the mine, all dis-
charged water passes through certified settling ponds.
Laboratory technicians regularly test water samples from
the ponds and surrounding countryside, to ensure that no
contamination is occurring.

The company reclaims land by continuously swapping
overburden from actively mined strips back into previously
mined strips.

“The first step is to salvage the topsoil from the new
areas you’re going to mine and spread it on the areas that
you’ve already backfilled,” Denton said. “... then we’ll typ-
ically put grass on that and, if needed, we’ll plant trees and
plants that we’ve raised from seeds gathered in the Healy
area ... we plant somewhere in the neighborhood of 20,000
to 30,000 trees and shrubs every year.”

Local school children gather alder, spruce and willow
cones for growing new trees, while college students help
with planting trees and carrying out other reclamation
activities.

The company’s community involvement extends well
beyond these remediation activities. Each year the compa-
ny awards fellowship grants to the University of Alaska
Fairbanks, gives scholarships to university students and,

through the Usibelli Foundation,
awards grants to worthy causes.

So what of the future?
With international trade in coal

starting to boom Denton feels
excited about his company’s
potential to expand into the bur-
geoning coal market. Usibelli Coal
Mine’s current production of 1.2
million to 1.3 million tons of coal
per year sits well below the com-
pany’s potential production rate.

“We feel that we’ve got the
capacity for somewhere in the
neighborhood of about 3 million
tons per year, with minimal addi-
tions to existing equipment,”
Denton said. 

And with Alaska’s need for sta-
ble energy supplies coupled with

rising international energy usage, that extra capacity may
prove invaluable. l

Editor’s note: Alan Bailey owns Badger Productions in
Anchorage, Alaska.

A

The Bucyrus-Erie 1300W walking dragline at work removing overburden in Two Bull Ridge Mine, Usibelli Coal Mine
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Joe Usibelli, left, chairman of the Usibelli Coal Mine Board and his son Joe
Usibelli, Jr., company president.

Summer hire students, Logan Merrell and Derek
Mollier plant spruce trees as part of the reclamation
crew for Usibelli Coal Mine
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Cruz Construction Inc.: Windfall
acquisition increases capabilities

Cruz bumps up business by acquiring Western GECO LLC assets

By SUSAN BRAUND
Petroleum Directory Contributing Writer

n emerging business trend is transparency — operat-
ing above board, with no hidden agendas, closed
books or executive secrets. With Cruz Construction
Inc. that’s a way of life — what you see is what you

get, and it’s all good.
“I’m up front about things and I’m solutions oriented,”

says President Dave Cruz, who co-owns the business with
his wife, Dana. “I’d rather resolve problems now, not wait
around. I say, let’s figure it out right here on the hood of
the pickup!”

Cruz keeps the company small enough to remain hands-
on and involved. For instance, he’s there for the startup of
each project. 

“Getting started and off the ground is the hardest part
and time is critical,” he explains. “I make certain our proj-
ects get going and monitor them to keep them going
smoothly. I plan to keep specialized and not lose the per-
spective of my customers. I devote resources to the job and
don’t spread things too thin or take
on to much work. That way I always
deliver the goods.” 

Before starting the business in
1981, he worked heavy construction,
on the trans-Alaska pipeline in
Valdez, then on the North Slope for
Kodiak Oilfield Haulers for four
years, where he learned about
remote site work. Cruz Construction
has grown to three offices in Palmer,
Fairbanks and Deadhorse. The com-
pany specializes in winter ice roads, ice pads, land clearing
and pioneer roads, exploratory support, off-highway trans-
port, remote fuel transportation, and heavy civil construc-
tion. 

Pioneer roads and land clearing 
Recognizing the importance of timely start up in a short

construction season and minimal disturbance in environ-
mentally sensitive areas, Cruz Construction uses innova-
tive, customized equipment to get the job done. Dave
designed and built the Enviro-Groomer, which can clear
and grind vegetation without disturbing the root mat,
avoiding problems with permafrost melt. 

Cruz’s experience with large-scale land and right-of-
way clearing combined with its mobilization and logistic
capabilities get the right people and right equipment wher-
ever it’s needed. Land clearing clients include the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Department of Agriculture
Forest Service, state of Alaska, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Golden Valley Electric and Copper
Valley Electric and, for over a decade, according to compa-
ny materials, Cruz Construction has been designated a
“first responder” for the Alaska Division of Forestry due to
its proven ability to mobilize fire suppression equipment
statewide on extremely short notice.

Amazingly mobile 
The company’s brochure stresses its ability to mobilize

quickly. “Few, if any, companies can match our ability to
mobilize quickly to virtually any location in Alaska. We
bring all necessary equipment for remote road construction
including camps, temporary bridges, specialized timber
harvesting equipment and all-terrain vehicles. And by
keeping a self-contained man camp where the work is,
valuable man hours are spent building your road, not trav-
eling to and from the jobsite.”

Ready to go remote
“We’re geared up for work in arctic conditions and in

environmentally sensitive habitat. One big advantage is
that my fleet, including low ground pressure vehicles, is
sized for transport in a C-130 HERC,” says Cruz. “

We’re ready for you. For example if your site is 100
miles from a road, we will pioneer a winter trail to your
lease, build an ice pad, transport the drill rig and supplies,
support your operations with water, fuel for the duration
and then demobe for you.” 

Boosting the business
Last spring when Western GECO discontinued work in

Alaska, Cruz purchased its assets, including two shops and
a pad in Deadhorse, and the fuel transfer and storage capa-
bilities at Lonely. Tundra-approved ATV trailers and power
units capable of hauling 30-ton loads, and some small track
units, Tucker Sno-cats, top the list of acquired equipment. 

Cruz also owns a hydrocarbon recovery and disposal
system unit, on-site cleanup for small spills. The unit sepa-
rates water and oil, processes the water until clean, and the
oil is used to fuel the incinerator. The company’s portable
self-contained man-camp is equipped with a snow melter
and incinerator. 

Current projects and recent work
Five current projects are on the docket. For the Corps of

Engineers: Fort Wainwright Landfill Slope Stabilization
and the upcoming Emergency Bank Stabilization at
Galena, Alaska; Peak’s Kenai-Kachemak Pipeline right-of-
way clearing work; Copper Valley Telephone
Cooperative’s right-of-way clearing; and horizontal direc-
tional drilling for utilities in Valdez.

In 2001 and 2002 Golden Valley Electric’s high profile
Intertie project wound through the sensitive Tanana Flats
area. Cruz’s role was to construct a 78-mile ice road, once
each season. “We utilized equipment such as Foremost
Commanders low ground pressure vehicles to move all
necessary equipment, supplies and personnel to support the
construction effort. No materials other than snow and ice
could be used on right-of-way, and ice bridge and the vege-
tative mat had to be maintained intact,” says Cruz. “When
the project was delayed by lack of snow, we innovated

snow-making equipment on site to build snow up to the
depth required for the access road. The project was com-
pleted both seasons on time and on budget.”

Cruz Construction is also a reputable pipeline contrac-
tor, recently completing the Drift River crossing project for
replacing more than 1,850 feet of 20-inch diameter pipe
under Drift River on the west side of Cook Inlet, and a
2,600-foot six-inch steel pipe horizontal directional drilling
project for Aurora Energy Services under critical wetland
habitat at Shirleyville, Alaska. “We did pipe stringing,
welding, hydro-testing, pipe pull-back and finally, tie-ins
and necessary prep for oil to flow through the line,” says
Cruz. “And, again, we completed both projects ahead of
schedule and on budget.” 

Well-earned recognition 
For its role in the Drift River crossing pipeline replace-

ment, the Associated General Contractors of America
awarded Cruz Construction the 2002 Excellence in
Construction Award: Meeting the Challenge of a Job under
$3,000,000 Transportation, Marine, Heavy, Earthmoving.
In 2003 the company won again, for the Golden Valley
Electric Northern Intertie Project ice road and ice bridges. 

For the 1999 Chena River dredging project in
Fairbanks, Cruz earned the prestigious Commander’s
Medallion from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

In 2004, the 47-mile Teck-Pogo winter road built by
Cruz crews in less than 30 days did not go without acco-
lades. A post-project letter to the company praised its work:

“Now that the winter road is but a memory we have had
time to take a moment and reflect on just what an amazing
feat was accomplished. In the course of less than a month,
your crews successfully built 47 miles of meandering ice
road in rugged terrain and maintained that road for two
months in such superb condition that we had virtually no
problems in bringing over 600 loads of freight, including a
Cat 385 excavator and 88-foot bridge, to the Pogo mine
site … Your team must be complimented on their enthusi-
asm and dedication under often hostile conditions. Your
ingenuity toward the unexpected problems that surfaced
virtually daily is much appreciated … and we are particu-
larly pleased with the success of this project in the eyes of
both the federal and state regulators.” (From Peter Olson,
PE Construction Manager, AMEC E& C Services Ltd.). 

Cruzin’
“We’re gearing up for NPR-A. We want to offer more

options, the latest equipment, competitive pricing and qual-
ity personalized service. We pay attention to detail, stay on
top of agency restrictions, and attend to customer needs.”
says Cruz, “Like our saying goes, ‘where the road ends,
our work begins.’” l

Editor’s note: Susan Braund owns Firestar Media
Services in Anchorage, Alaska.

A

DAVE CRUZ

Above, this year’s 47-mile Teck-Pogo mine winter road built by
Cruz crews in less than 30 days did not go without accolades.
Pictured is work on a bridge. At left, a Cruz Construction ice
auger.
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Keeping the frozen lands frozen
Arctic Foundations specializes in frozen barriers and frozen soils technology

By SUSAN BRAUND
Petroleum Directory Contributing Writer

he frozen North may have met its match in Erv Long,
principal owner of Arctic Foundations, Inc. His 50-
plus years of northern engineering and the instinctive
wizardry that comes with understanding both the land

and weather cycles, puts Long right up there in the catego-
ry of Permafrost King, or at least the guy who is up to the
challenge of developing frozen lands building technology.

“As man has widened his horizons and encroached on
these frozen areas throughout the arctic and sub-arctic
regions of the world,” says Long, “one of the major engi-
neering and construction obstacles has been the permafrost.
Our frozen lands have become more and more of a design
challenge to planners, engineers, and contractors alike.”

Permafrost
Understanding permafrost is not only important to civil

engineering and architecture, it’s also a crucial part of
studying global change and protecting the environment in
cold regions, according to the IRC Institute for Research in
Construction. Permafrost is soil that remains frozen
throughout the year. It occurs as large continuous areas of
frozen soil, or in scattered patches surrounded by soil that
experiences normal freeze-thaw cycles, or discontinuous
permafrost. In all cases, an active layer of soil that experi-
ences normal freezing and thawing during the seasons
overlies permafrost. 

“Permafrost soils must be kept frozen for the soil not to
lose its bearing capacity,” cautions Frostline Northern and
Remote Technology in Housing. “When soil has relatively
high water content in the active layer, measures must be
taken to keep it frozen. When soil contains massive ice
deposits, extra care must be taken in the design of the foun-
dation if this is the case … Buildings transmit heat to the
underlying soil through convection and radiation. This can
thaw frozen soil, leading to displacement of the founda-
tion.”

The company
Arctic Foundations Inc. has more than 50 years experi-

ence as an innovator in foundation construction and tech-
nology for frozen soils and frozen barriers. Long started the
business in the early 1970s while still working at the Corps
of Engineers. He recognized the advantage of freezing pre-

viously thawed unstable ground and the need to maintain
permafrost; in the late 1950s he developed the Thermopile
system and went on to patent his thermal transfer process.

Initially he did his design work at night and hired others
to operate the business, and then in 1976 he retired from
the Corps and took over active management. Because man-
ufacturing costs were high in Alaska during pipeline con-
struction years, Arctic Foundations contracted its manufac-
turing in Seattle from 1972-78. In the early 1980s the com-
pany bought its Anchorage facility and eventually added
adjacent property. The complex is now comprised of
12,500 square feet of building space and 53,000 square feet
of yard space, including a metal spray and fusion plastic
coatings shop and a pressure vessel shop, one of few in
Alaska. Arctic Foundations employs a core six people and
seasonally expands up to 17, depending on contracts.
“Welding is the key to our quality. We have several excel-
lent permanent, full time welders,” says Long.

“The Corps installed the first commercial units in 1960
at the Aurora and Glennallen communication sites,” says
Long, “and they are still functioning and maintaining their
permafrost stability today. Since that time we’ve designed,

manufactured and installed thousands of ground freezing
and thawing systems and units throughout North America,
Canada, Greenland, and Russia.

“We’ve become a leader in state-of-the-art permafrost
foundations, ground stabilization pressure vessels,
Thermopiles and Thermoprobes and frozen barriers and we
continue to develop and advance Thermosyphon technolo-
gy as techniques improve in related sectors of the geotech-
nical industry.”

The technology
Arctic Foundation’s primary product is the

Thermosyphon, or pressure vessels with aluminum and
fusion coat epoxy finish, also called Thermoprobes. The
Thermosyphon is strictly a heat-transfer device, basically a
closed evaporation condensation system, extracting excess
heat out of the earth, when used to maintain frozen condi-
tions.

“Let’s go from the top down,” explains Long. “Air
colder than the ground causes condensation on the inside

of the top of Thermosyphon
that reduces pressure in it.
That reduction then permits
boiling of the liquid below
ground which causes reduc-
tion in temperature and per-
mits heat to transfer from
soil to the Thermosyphon.” 

The technology was used
in the vertical support mem-
bers on the trans-Alaska
pipeline and to stabilize the
foundation of the terminals
on each end of the Colville
River crossing for the Alpine
project, along with hundreds

of other projects. 
Thermosyphon barrier freezing technology compares

favorably to many of the non-freezing technologies to
depths of 50 feet — and is unbeatable at greater depths for
project durations of five years or longer, according to the
company, including microbial barriers, sheet piling, slurry
walls, grout injection, pump-treat-inject, in situ vitrification
and membrane barriers.

• Temperature of the barrier can be controlled to ensure
the necessary liquid-solid phase change. 

• Frozen barriers can be developed in soils that are satu-
rated or relatively dry. 

• Can be applied at any depth from the ground surface,
or its application can be restricted and applied only to a
predetermined zone below the surface.

• Can be used to form a vertical, horizontal, or angled
impervious barrier, or as an encapsulating soil mass.

• Excavation is minimized as Thermoprobes are
installed by drilling or driving.

• A system can be installed quickly if necessary.
• Regulatory Issues are typically non-controversial due

to minimal environmental impact.

• Active-passive hybrid systems are used in climates
where low winter temperatures do not prevail or where
freezing is required prior to the onset of cold weather. 

Foundations
According to Long, thermo design of a foundation to

maintain permafrost must extract heat from building of
seasonal thaw from above, geothermal heat from below,
warmer soils surrounding the site, buried water and sewer
lines, runoff from building roofs, and surface drainage.
Design must also allow for seasonal thaw without affecting
the total foundation area. 

“For foundations, our clients are the engineers. We build
to their specs,” says Long.

Containment and frozen barriers
Confinement of a buried hazardous waste can be

accomplished by directly freezing a contaminated soil mass
or by surrounding it with a frozen barrier. 

“AFI’s Hybrid Thermosyphon Technology is a well-
established technology that is ideally suited to the long-
term containment and immobilization of many subsurface
hazardous wastes that the US Department of Energy has
targeted as part of their environmental management pro-
gram,” Arctic Foundations told Petroleum News. “These
contaminants include tritium, strontium 90, DNAPLs, and
many others. Few technologies can match ours.” 

The most recent and pertinent application of contami-
nant control was a demonstration project at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, in which the HRE Reactor Pond was
surrounded with a frozen barrier measuring 300 feet long,
12 feet wide, and 30 feet deep. Installed during the summer
of 1997, the system continues to operate, functioning as
planned. It is effectively stopping the flow of radionuclide
contaminants from the pond and is doing so in a very cost
effective, trouble-free manner. 

Mining and dams
Ground freezing can be a beneficial technology for dam

building without regard to any specific industry, or the pur-
pose the dam serves. A frozen dam can be even more
effective than a traditional type because freezing can more
effectively seal multiple soils types in the dam and, if nec-
essary, well below it, as evidenced at the Panda Dam and
Ekati Diamond Mine in Canada’s Northwest Territory, and
a tailings dam in the Russian Far East. Long is currently
discussing business with Arctic Foundations of Canada and
Canadian mining groups. The technology he uses for min-
ing and dams is the same as that employed for permafrost
foundations or frozen barriers.

Arctic Foundations serves clients in multiple industries,
including oil and gas, mining, state and federal govern-
ments and individual business — anyone who needs to
maintain frozen ground over long periods of time or who
requires a frozen barrier or foundation. l 

Editor’s note: Susan Braund owns Firestar Media
Services in Anchorage, Alaska.

At the Aurora communications tower, Thermosyphon units installed by the Corps of Engineers in 1960 are still functioning
and maintaining their permafrost stability today. Erv Long, owner of Arctic Foundations developed the Thermopile system
and patented his thermal transfer process in the late 1950s.

A load of ThermoHelix Piles headed to Kotzebue. Arctic Foundations is a leader in per-
mafrost foundations, ground stabilization pressure vessels, Thermopiles, Thermoprobes and
frozen barriers.
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Other Offices:
Anchorage, Alaska
Fairbanks, Alaska
Trucking company specializing in oil
field winch truck services. Bed tandems
& loaders plus rig moving capabilities.
Petroleum and chemical trailers, low-
boys, bulk trailers, vans and flats.

Equipment Sales/Rental

Air Liquide
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Labno
Phone: (907) 562-2080
Fax: (907) 561-8364
Email: tom.labno@airliquide.com
Air Liquide sells, rents, and is the war-
ranty station for Lincoln, Miller,
Milwaukee, Victor and most other
welding equipment and tool manufac-
turers.

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact:  Rick Hofreiter or John Daly
Phone: (907) 659-3197
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gaso-
line in bulk and small quantity deliver-
ies, electronic card-lock fleet manage-
ment, solid waste and recycling, steel,
industrial gases and solid waste. 

CONAM Construction
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Stinson
Phone: (907) 278-6600
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Email: bstinson@conamco.com
Oil, gas, and mining facility; pipeline,
civil, and commercial construction.

Hanover Canada
500, 101-6 Ave. SW
Calgary, AB, T2P 3P4 Canada
Contact: Rod Saville, Country Mgr.
Canada
Phone: (403) 261-6801
Fax: (403) 266-1066
Email: info@hanover-co.com
Web site: www.hanover-canada.com
Hanover Canada is the leading provider
of natural gas compression services and
equipment in Canada. We maintain an
85,000 horsepower rental compression
fleet in Canada and over 3.6 million
horsepower rental fleet worldwide.
Hanover custom designs production
equipment in accordance with cus-
tomer’s specifications using strict inter-
nal engineering standards. We have the
capability to provide process, mechani-
cal and instrument design engineering
for any production equipment project
worldwide.

Kenworth Alaska
2838 Porcupine Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Jim Scherieble, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 279-0602
Phone: (800) 478-0602
Fax: (907) 258-6639
Email: parts@kenworthalaska.com
Email: sales@kenworthalaska.com
Website: www.kenworthalaska.com
Fairbanks office:
3730 Braddock St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Ed Lewis, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 455-9900
Fax: (907) 479-8295
Kenworth Alaska is a full service truck
dealership in two locations – Anchorage
and Fairbanks. New and used truck
sales, parts and service.

NEI Fluid Technology
3408 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Kathryn Russell, president
Phone: (907) 561-4820
Fax: (907) 562-2316
Email: sales@neifluid.com 
Suppliers of petrochemical refueling
and testing equipment, meters and
valve systems for the oil and gas indus-
try and portable measurement for
petroleum, chemicals and bulk liquids.
We also supply refrigerant recovery and
recycling equipment.

Peak Oilfield Service
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bill Stamps, business develop-
ment/ex. affairs

Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: billstamps@peakalaska.com
Web site: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Petroleum Equipment & Services
5631 Silverado Way, Ste G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kevin Durling/Donald Parker
Phone: (907) 248-0066
Fax: (907) 248-4429
Email: sales@pesiak.com
Web site: www.pesiak.com
P.E.S.I. provides both conventional and
specialty products and services for the
Alaska oil industry. Regardless of your
location, you will receive products and
service that is guaranteed to meet your
requirements. for Alaska oil industry.

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver
CO, Casper WY
Quadco maintains a fleet of oil field
instrumentation, solids control and
other equipment for oilfield and indus-
trial needs. We represent Varco Oil
Tools, MD Totco, Texas Oil Tools, SPM,
Derrick Equipment and various other
manufacturers. 24 hours on call 

Totem Equipment & Supply
2536 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mike Huston, vp
Phone: (907) 276-2858
Fax: (907) 258-4623
Email: sales@toteminc.com
Web site: www.toteminc.com
Totem Equipment & Supply Inc. locally
owned and operated since 1961.
Supplies light, medium and heavy
equipment. Specializing in temporary
and permanent heating solutions.

Travco Industrial Housing, Ltd.
1507 8 St.
Nisku, Alberta, Canada
Contact: Stewart Orange, sales rep.
Phone: (888) 387-2826
Fax: (780) 955-8938
Email: sorange@ptigroup.com 
Web site: www.travco.ca
Travco is a world-class manufacturer of
industrial and commercial modular
structures. Our modular structures are
used around the world as work camps,
offices, wellsites, resorts, schools, etc.

Expeditor/Clerk Services

Chiulista Camp Services/Mayflower
Catering
6613 Brayton Dr., Ste. C
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George B. Gardner, pres/gm
Phone: (907) 278-2208
Fax: (907) 677-7261
Email: ggardner@calistacorp.com
The 100 percent Alaska Native owned
and operated catering company on the
North Slope, catering and housekeep-
ing to your tastes, not ours.

Well Safe Inc.
209 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ken Carroll, district mgr.
Phone: (907) 743-9871
Fax: (907) 743-9872
Email: kcarroll@wellsafe.com
Web site: www.wellsafe.com
A full service safety company specializ-
ing in remote medical support, expedi-
tors, confined space rescue teams, H2S
and safety consultants, OSHA training
and rental/sales of gas detection and
breathing air systems.

Fertilizer

Agrium
P.O. Box 575
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Lisa Parker, govt. relations
Phone: (907) 776-3275
Fax: (907) 776-5579
Email: lparker@agrium.com
Web site: www.agrium.com
Value added manufacturer of fertilizer
products.

Financial Services

Dynamic Capital Management
471 W. 36th Ave., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David Gottstein
Phone: (907) 562-6374
Toll free: (800) 280-3962 (DYNA)
Fax: (907) 563-9502
Alaska money management firm, offer-
ing experienced professional judge-
ment, leading edge technology, and
customized portfolios. Individual and
corporate clients.

UBS Financial Services, Inc.
3000 A St., Ste 100
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Steven Lukshin, financial advis-
er
Phone: (907) 261-5914
Toll Free: (866) 261-5914
Fax: (907) 261-5990
Email: steven.lukshin@ubs.com
Web site: www.ubs.com/fa/stevenluk-
shin
UBS Financial Services is a leading U.S.
financial service firm serving individuals,
corporations and institutions offering
investments, cash management and
401(k) services

Fire Protection

Arctic Fire & Safety
702 30th Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Bobby, Shane, Gigi
Phone: (907) 378-2116
Fax: (907) 452-7876
Email: arcfire@yahoo.com
Your Alaskan owned safety specialist
since 1975. Extinguisher recharging and
sales, alarm/system service, NFPA P.P.E.,
clothing, MSA airpacks, hydro testing,
fire vehicles and accessories, TIC’s.

MEDC International
5829 West Sam Houston Pkwy, North,
Ste.1005
Houston, TX 77041
Contact: Phil Hausman, sales mgr. -
Americas
Phone: (713) 937-9772
Fax: (713) 937-9773
Cell: (713) 410-1144
Email: phausman@medcint.com
Other Office: MEDC Ltd. – UK
Web site: www.medc.com
MEDC design, manufacture and sell a
range of UL/CSA/ATEX-NEC/IEC
approved field devices for fire & gas
and communications systems for use in
potentially explosive atmospheres.

Freight/Shipping & Cargo

Air Logistics of Alaska
1915 Donald Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1197
Fax: (907) 452-4539
Contact: Dave Scarbrough
Phone: Anchorage: (907) 248-3335
Email: dscarbrough@airlogak.com
Helicopter contract and charter services.

Alaska Airlines Cargo
P.O. Box 68900
Seattle, WA 98168
Contact: Keola Pang-Ching, director,
cargo sales
Phone: (206) 433-3122
Fax: (206) 433-3225
Email: Keola.pang-ching@alaskaair.com
Award winning cargo services to more
places, more often, with more lift to,
from, and within the state of Alaska.

Alaska Railroad Corp.
P.O. Box 107500
Anchorage, AK 99510
Contact: Katie Bender, Marketing and
Logistics Technician
Phone: (907) 265-2485
Fax: (907) 265-2597
Email: benderk@akrr.com
The Alaska Railroad Corporation offers
real estate, passenger and freight serv-
ices – including complete services to
move your freight between Alaska, the
Lower 48 and Canada.

Alaska Terminals
400 W 70th Ave., Ste.3
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Calista Wood
Phone: (907) 349-6657
Fax: (907) 349-2045

Email: akbestmove@akterminals.com
Web site: www.akterminals.com
Other Offices: 
Mitchell Moving & Storage, Seattle
Glacier State Moving & Storage,
Fairbanks
Alaska Terminals provides full service
household goods relocation services to,
from, and within Alaska. International,
and local residential and office moves;
heated, and secured storage.

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mike Kunkel/Craig Welch, gen-
eral managers
Phone: (907) 659-2550
Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
Email:  brooks@astacalaska.com
Expediting and delivery of hardware
and more throughout oilfield and
North Slope villages. Open 24 hours,
365 days a year. Toll free number 866-
659-2550.

CN Aquatrain
3015 Madison Way
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Laurie A. Gray, agent
Phone: (907) 279-3131
Toll free: (800) 999-0541
Fax: (907) 272-3963
CN Aquatrain has provided Alaska with
dependable access to Canadian and
Lower 48 markets for 38 years.

Carlile Transportation Systems
1800 E. 1st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Linda Leary
Ph: (907) 267-7797
Fax: (907) 276-6786
Email: lleary@carlilekw.com
Other Offices: Fairbanks, Prudhoe Bay,
Kenai, Seward, Federal Way, WA,
Houston, TX, Edomonton, ALTA
Alaska owned and operated, full serv-
ice, multi-modal, transportation and
logistics company.

Crowley Alaska
2525 C St., Ste. 303
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Craig Tornga
Phone: (907) 278-4978
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: cms.@crowley.com
Marine transportation throughout
Alaska. North Slope heavy hauling with
CATCO all-terrain vehicles.

ERA Aviation
6160 Carl Brady Drive
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Bryan Blixhavn
Phone: (907) 248-4422
Fax: (907) 266-8383
Email: info@eraaviation.com
Web site: www.eraaviation.com
Helicopter and fixed wing contract and
charter services; scheduled airline serv-
ice.

F.S. Air
6121 S. Airpark Place
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Sandra Butler
Phone: (907) 248-9595
Fax: (907) 243-1247

Kenai Aviation
P. O. Box 46
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Bob or Jim Bielefeld
Phone: (907) 283-4124
Phone: (800) 478-4124 (within Alaska)
Fax: (907) 283-5267
Email: kb@chugach.net
Air taxi services provided since 1961
state wide, mostly Cook Inlet. Single
engine and twin Bonanza. 

Lynden
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Railbelt Marine
Alaska West Express
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics
Lynden Transport
6441 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Jeanine St. John
Phone: (907) 245-1544
Fax: (907) 245-1744
Email: custsvc@lynden.com
The combined scope of the Lynden



companies includes truckload and less-
than-truckload highway connections,
scheduled barges, intermodal bulk
chemical hauls, scheduled and char-
tered air freighters, domestic and inter-
national air forwarding and interna-
tional sea forwarding services.

Northern Air Cargo
3900 W. International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Nick Karnos, acct. mgr.
Anch./Prudhoe Bay
Phone: (907) 249-5161
Fax: (907) 249-5194
Email: nkarnos@nac.aero
Web site: www.nac.aero
Serving the aviation needs of rural
Alaska for almost 50 years, NAC is the
states largest all cargo carrier moving
nearly 100 million pounds of cargo on
scheduled flights to 17 of Alaska’s
busiest airports. NAC’s fleet of DC-6, B-
727, and ATR-42 aircraft are available
for charters to remote sites and flag
stops to 44 additional communities.

Northern Transportation
310 K St., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99501
42003 McKenzie Hwy.
Hay River, NWT X0E0R9
Contact: John Marshall 
Phone: (867) 874-5167
Fax: (867) 874-5179
Email: jmarshall@ntcl.com
Web site: www.ntcl.com 
Marine transportation along the
McKenzie River to the Beaufort Sea and
Alaska’s North Slope.

Northwestern Arctic Air
6231 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Judy McClellan, office mgr.
Phone: (907) 245-4566
Fax: (907) 245-4567
Email: pugslie@pobox.alaska.net
Web site: www.NWArcticAirAK.com
All jet fleet 24/7. Large cargo doors
accommodate long drilling equipment.
HAZMAT and express package delivery
services provided. Member Medallion
Foundation.

Oilfield Transport
6816 Lowell Cir.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Henry Minich
Phone: (907) 229-9647
Fax: (907) 245-8930
Email: henryminich@aol.com
Complete on-site rig service and logis-
tics since 1975. Highway and remote
transportation of equipment via barge
or air, for mining or oilfield projects, to
any location in Alaska. 

Panalpina
4305 W. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: John Hodel, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 245-8008
Fax: (907) 245-8018
Email: john.hodel@panalpina.com
Web site: www.panalpina.com
Other offices:
Houston: (281) 446-0600
Calgary: (403) 291-1137
International and domestic freight for-
warding and logistics services.
Integrated solutions for supply chain
management. Specialists in oil and
energy projects.

Renew Air Taxi
P.O. Box 61230
Fairbanks, AK 99706
Contact: Bob Wener
Phone: (907) 457-7287
Fax: (907) 457-7288
Email: renew1@aol.com
Web site: www.RenewAir.com
Other Office:
Dillingham, AK 99576
Phone: (907) 842-3440
Turbine Otter air support for remote
seismic exploration, mining and con-
struction sites. Cargo, fuel and passen-
gers on wheels, wheel skis and amphib-
ian floats.

Span-Alaska Consolidators
8130 S. 216th St.
Kent, WA 98032
Contact: Tom Landry, executive v. p.
Phone: (800) 257-7726
Phone: (907) 349-3606 (Anchorage)
Fax: (253) 395-7986
Email: toml@spanalaska.com
Website: www.spanalaska.com

Alaskan freight consolidator/forwarder
serving all of Alaska with timely and
friendly service. Inbound service from
the Lower 48 to Alaska. “Promises
Made, Promises Delivere

TOTE-Totem Ocean Trailer Express
2511 Tidewater Road
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Curt Stoner
Phone: (907) 265-7215
Phone: (800) 234-8683
Fax: (907) 278-9689
Email: cstoner@totemocean.com
Web site: www.totemocean.com
TOTE’s roll on/roll off ships sail two
times per week between the Port of
Tacoma and the Port of Anchorage.
Transit time is a fast 66 hours.

Fueling Services

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: John Daly, Kevin Cilk
Phone: (907) 659-3197
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Email: prudhoe1@aol.com
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gaso-
line in bulk and small quantity deliver-
ies, electronic card-lock fleet manage-
ment, solid waste and recycling, indus-
trial gases and solid waste. Tesoro fuel
station.

General Oilfield Supplies

Alaska Tent & Tarp
529 Front St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact:  Jim Haselberger
Phone: (907) 456-6328
Phone: (800) 478-8368
Fax: (907) 452-5260
Email: aktent@ptialaska.net
We are a commercial and industrial fab-
ric business. We make covers.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
MRO Sales offers products and services
that are special to the Alaskan market.
MRO can help solve the time problem
on hard to find items. 

NEI Fluid Technology
3408 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Kathryn Russell, president
Phone: (907) 561-4820
Fax: (907) 562-2316
Email: sales@neifluid.com 
Suppliers of petrochemical refueling
and testing equipment, meters and
valve systems for the oil and gas indus-
try and portable measurement for
petroleum, chemicals and bulk liquids.
We also supply refrigerant recovery and
recycling equipment. 

Geophysical & Geological
Services

ASRC Energy Services – Engineering
and Technology
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John Lewis, vp operations
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: john.lewis@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Drilling and completion engineering,
well stimulation, facilities engineering,
upstream exploration and production
services, geological and geophysical
services, automation, electrical and
instrumentation, platform renovation
and construction.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com

Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an
environmental engineering and con-
sulting firm with more than 70 offices
worldwide providing environmental
planning, assessment, permitting, com-
pliance management and contamina-
tion cleanup.

Golder Associates
1750 Abbott Rd., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bob Dugan, mgr., Tom
Krzewinski, Mark Musial, Bucky Tart
Phone: (907) 344-6001
Fax: (907) 344-6011
Website: www.golder.com
Providing geotechnical engineering,
water resource, and geosciences servic-
es in support of resource development
projects in Alaska and the Arctic. Other
offices worldwide.

Hunter 3-D
9898 Bissonnet St., Ste. 362
Houston, TX 77036
Contact: Dan Huston, vice president
Phone: (713) 981-4650
Fax: (713) 981-4650
Email: hunter3d@wt.net
Web site: www.hunter3dinc.com
Hunter 3-D is a geophysical consulting
company based in Houston, Texas. We
interpret seismic, gravity and magnetic
data for projects in Alaska and world-
wide.  

Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska
(PRA)
3601 C St., Ste. 1378
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Tom Walsh
Phone: (907) 272-1232
Fax: (907) 272-1344
Email: info@petroak.com
Our multidisciplinary staff of qualified
and experienced professionals possess a
diverse array of technical capabilities to
provide our clients with a full spectrum
of geoscience and engineering consult-
ing services.

PGS Onshore
341 W. Tudor Rd., Ste. 206
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Larry Watt, Alaska area mgr. 
Phone: (907) 569-4049
Fax: (907) 569-4047
Email: larry.watt@pgsonshore.com
Houston Office
738 Hwy 6 South, Ste 900
Houston, TX 77079
Contact: Gehrig Schultz
Phone: (281) 589-6732
Fax: (281) 589-6685
Email: gehrig.schultz@pgsonshore.com
Geophysical acquisition and processing
for the petroleum industry. PGS
Onshore provides fully rubber tracked
Arctic geophysical crews to acquire the
highest density data with the softest
environmental footprint on the North
Slope.

Schlumberger Oilfield Services
2525 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Daniel Palmer
Phone: (907) 273-1700
Fax: (907) 561-8317
Email: Palmer2@slb.com
Web site: www.slb.com
Schlumberger Oilfield Services provides
people and technology, working
together to offer exploration and pro-
duction solutions for the life of oil and
gas reservoirs.

Health Care Professionals

Aeromed International
4700 Business Park Blvd., Ste. E25
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Brooks Wall, director
Phone: (907) 677-7501
Fax: (907) 677-7502
Email: brooks_wall@ykhc.org
Web site: www.ykhc.org
Aeromed International is an all jet criti-
cal care air ambulance fleet based in
Anchorage. Medical crews are certified
Flight Nurses and certified Flight
Paramedics.

Alaska Massage & Bodyworks
Hilton Anchorage Fitness Center
500 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Patricia Main
Phone: (907) 240-6880
Email: amb@akmassage.com

Web site: www.akmassage.com
Alaska Massage & Bodyworks is the in-
house professional massage therapy
service at the Hilton Anchorage Hotel.
Sessions are available for hotel guests
and Anchorage residents. The service is
available seven days a week on the fifth
floor of the hotel. Patricia Main, a certi-
fied massage therapist, owns and oper-
ates the service. The staff has special-
ized training in Swedish, deep tissue,
injury treatment and trigger point mas-
sage. 

ArrowHealth Corp.
4050 Lake Otis Pkwy., Ste. 207
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Lea Counts, dir. Substance
Abuse Testing Div.
Phone: (907) 868-8885
Fax: (907) 868-8882
Email: arrowh@myexcel.com
Web site: www.arrowhealthcorp.com
ArrowHealth is Alaska’s premier service
provider of occupational health and
substance abuse testing. We service the
local community, national contracts,
and government agencies alike with
customized solutions.

Worksafe
300 W. 36th Ave., Ste. A
Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone: (907) 563-8378
Fax: (907) 563-8380
Web site: www.worksafeinc.com
Worksafe works to keep your employ-
ees from getting hurt on the job if they
are using drugs or alcohol. Worksafe
Drug Testing increases productivity,
reduces liability with fewer injuries and
accidents and provides insurance cost
savings.

Helicopter Contract 
& Charter Services

Air Logistics of Alaska
1915 Donald Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1197
Fax: (907) 452-4539
Contact: Dave Scarbrough
Phone: Anchorage: (907) 248-3335
Email: dscarbrough@airlogak.com
Helicopter contract and charter services.

Era Aviation
6160 Carl Brady Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: John Holland
Phone: (907) 248-4422
Fax: (907) 266-8383
Helicopter and fixed wing contract and
charter services; scheduled airline serv-
ice.

Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska
1936 Merrill Field Drive
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Joy Journeay, marketing mgr.
Phone: (907) 257-1519
Fax: (907) 279-6816
Email: joy@evergreenak.com
Contact: Greg Thies, director of market-
ing
Phone: (907) 257-1504
Email: g.thies@evergreenak.com
Nome office: (907) 443-5334
Airlines office: (907) 257-1500
Logistics: (907) 243-8677
Website: evergreenaviation.com
Evergreen’s diverse fleet has provided
award-winning safety to Alaskans since
1960 in petroleum exploration & pro-
duction, firefighting, forestry, construc-
tion, search & rescue, cargo transport,
and utility transmission.

Industrial Gases 

Air Liquide
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Labno
Phone: (907) 562-2080
Fax: (907) 561-8364
Email: tom.labno@airliquide.com
Air Liquide is your local manufacturer
and distributor of industrial, medical,
and scientific gas in Alaska. We also
supply bulk gases and dry ice statewide.

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: John Daly, Kevin Cilk
Phone: (907) 659-3197
Fax: (907) 659-3190
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Email: prudhoe1@aol.com
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gaso-
line in bulk and small quantity deliver-
ies, electronic card-lock fleet manage-
ment, solid waste and recycling, indus-
trial gases and solid waste. Tesoro fuel
station.

Industrial Parts & Supply

Air Liquide
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Labno
Phone: (907) 562-2080
Fax: (907) 561-8364
Email: tom.labno@airliquide.com
Air Liquide sells, rents, and is the war-
ranty station for Lincoln, Miller,
Milwaukee, Victor and most other
welding equipment and tool manufac-
turers.

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mike Kunkel/Craig Welch, gen-
eral managers
Phone: (907) 659-2550
Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
Email:  brooks@astacalaska.com
Your source on the Slope for safety sup-
plies, welding supplies, automotive and
truck parts, hardware, tools, steel,
building materials, glass, propane,
hydraulic hoses and fittings, paint and
chemicals. Napa and True Value
Hardware distribution.

Unique Machine
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, COO
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: office@uniquemachineinc.com
Website: www.uniquemachineinc.com
Connections; API 5CT, API 7B, Grant
Prideco H-Series, Hydril, Hunting, Atlas
Bradford, NS Technology Co, Inc.,
Vallourec and Vam PTS proprietary con-
nections.

U.S. Bearings & Drives
611 E. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Dena Kelley, operations mgr.
Phone: 563-3000
Fax: 563-1003
Email: dkelley@bearings.com
Web site: www.bearings.com
U.S. Bearings & Drives, formerly BESCO
has been providing bearings and drive
components to our Alaskan customers
since 1952. We offer quality compo-
nents and experienced personnel. 

Inspection Services

Engineered Fire & Safety
3138 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Don Maupin, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 274-7973 ext. 123
Fax: (907) 274-6265
Email d.maupin@efs-fire.com
Web site: www.efs-fire.com
An industry leader in the design, inte-
gration and testing of safety solutions
for high value risks. UL system certifica-
tions and panel fabrication.

Kakivik Asset Management
5401 Fairbanks St., Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 770-9400
Fax: (907) 770-9450
Contact: Mark Hylen, president/CEO
Email: mhylen@kakivik.com
Web site: www.kakivik.com
Fairbanks Office
Phone: (907) 451-4898
Fax: (907) 451-4897
Valdez Office
Phone: (907) 831-1390
Offering all elements of nondestructive
testing, inspection services, quality con-
trol and asset management.

Udelhoven Oilfield System 
Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349

Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Instrumentation Systems

Arctic Controls
1120 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Scott Stewart, president
Phone: (907) 277-7555
Fax: (907) 277-9295
Email: sstewart@arcticcontrols.com
Website: www.arcticcontrols.com
An Alaskan owned and operated com-
pany since,1985, Arctic Controls, Inc. has
been highly successful as manufacturer
representatives for the state of Alaska
in the Process Control and
Instrumentation field. Selling equip-
ment to the oil and gas markets, min-
ing and water wastewater/municipal
markets.

Epoch Well Services
5801 Silverado Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: James R. Carson, AK div. mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-2465
Fax: (907) 561-2474
Email: jcarson@nabors.com
RIGWATCH is a complete digital drilling
instrumentation system that monitors
all drill floor and mud system parame-
ters. Critical data is displayed and
archieved on workstations located at
key points on the rig.

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver
CO, Casper WY
Quadco maintains a fleet of oil field
instrumentation, solids control and
other equipment for oilfield and indus-
trial needs. We represent Varco Oil
Tools, MD Totco, Texas Oil Tools, SPM,
Derrick Equipment and various other
manufacturers. 24 hours on call 

Laboratory Services

Kakivik Asset Management
5401 Fairbanks St., Ste. 3

Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 770-9400
Fax: (907) 770-9450
Contact: Mark Hylen, president/CEO
Email: mhylen@kakivik.com
Web site: www.kakivik.com
Fairbanks Office
Phone: (907) 451-4898
Fax: (907) 451-4897
Valdez Office
Phone: (907) 831-1390
Offering all elements of nondestructive
testing, inspection services, quality con-
trol and asset management.

Legal Services

Perkins Coie
1029 W. 3rd Ave., Ste. 300
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Eric Fjelstad, attorney
Email: Efjelstad@perkinscoie.com
Contact: Teresa Berwick, attorney
Email: Tberwick@perkinscoie.com
Phone: (907) 279-8561
Fax: (907) 276-3108
Other Offices: 
Beijing, Bellevue, Boise, Chicago,
Denver, Hong Kong, 
Los Angeles, Menlo Park, Olympia,
Portland, San Francisco, Seattle, 
Washington D.C.
Website: www.perkinscoie.com
Perkins Coie law firm handles oil spill
planning, air emissions, NPDES permits,
hazardous waste, CERCLA, wetlands
permits, NEPA, and other environmen-
tal and natural resources issues.

Lodging

Hilton Anchorage Hotel
500 West Third Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact:  Karen Boshell
Phone: (907) 272-7411
Phone: 1-800-445-8667
Fax: (907) 265-7042
Web site:  www.anchorage.hilton.com
At the Hilton, guests discover unexpect-
ed luxury. We are just steps away from
shopping, day tours, fishing and the
convention center. The Hilton’s 600
guest rooms and suites, three restau-
rants, indoor pool, and native art col-
lection will make your stay complete.

Millennium Hotel
4800 Spenard Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99517
Contact: Raegan Kelliher
Phone: (907) 243-2300
Phone: (800) 544-0553
Fax: (907) 243-8815
Email: anchorage@mhrmail.com

Web site:
www.millenniumhotels.com/anchorage
The Millennium Alaskan Hotel
Anchorage is located just one mile from
Anchorage International Airport and
ten minutes from downtown. The
Millennium is surrounded by the splen-
dor of the great Alaskan outdoors. The
Millennium is ideally situated for busi-
ness and leisure travelers alike.

Logistics

Alaska Railroad Corp.
P.O. Box 107500
Anchorage, AK 99510
Contact: Katie Bender, Marketing and
Logistics Technician
Phone: (907) 265-2485
Fax: (907) 265-2597
Email: benderk@akrr.com
The Alaska Railroad Corporation offers
real estate, passenger and freight serv-
ices – including complete services to
move your freight between Alaska, the
Lower 48 and Canada.

Carlile Transportation Systems
1800 E. 1st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Linda Leary
Ph: (907) 267-7797
Fax: (907) 276-6786
Email: lleary@carlilekw.com
Other Offices: Fairbanks, Prudhoe Bay,
Kenai, Seward, Federal Way, WA,
Houston, TX, Edomonton, ALTA
Alaska owned and operated, full serv-
ice, multi-modal, transportation and
logistics company.

Crowley Alaska
2525 C St., Ste. 303
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Craig Tornga
Phone: (907) 278-4978
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: cms.@crowley.com
Complete materials supply services to
remote locations. Marine transport
throughout Alaska. Oil field services
including heavy hauling with all-terrain
vehicles on North Slope.

Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska
1936 Merrill Field Drive
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Joy Journeay, marketing mgr.
Phone: (907) 257-1519
Fax: (907) 279-6816
Email: joy@evergreenak.com
Contact: Greg Thies, director of market-
ing
Phone: (907) 257-1504
Email: g.thies@evergreenak.com
Nome office: (907) 443-5334
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Last spring when Western GECO discontinued work in Alaska, Cruz Construction purchased its assets, including tundra-approved ATV trail-
ers and power units capable of hauling 30-ton loads as well as some Tucker Sno-cats. See the company profile on page B13.
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Airlines office: (907) 257-1500
Logistics: (907) 243-8677
Website: evergreenaviation.com
Evergreen’s diverse fleet has provided
award-winning safety to Alaskans since
1960 in petroleum exploration & pro-
duction, firefighting, forestry, construc-
tion, search & rescue, cargo transport,
and utility transmission.

The Fairweather Companies
2000 E. 88th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Penrose
Phone: (907) 258-3446
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Website: www.fairweather.com
The Fairweather Companies provide
project management, engineering,
drilling, permitting, logistics, and opera-
tional services to the exploration and
production sectors of the petroleum
industry.

Lynden
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Railbelt Marine
Alaska West Express
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics
Lynden Transport
6441 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Jeanine St. John
Phone: (907) 245-1544
Fax: (907) 245-1744
Email: custsvc@lynden.com
The combined scope of the Lynden
companies includes truckload and less-
than-truckload highway connections,
scheduled barges, intermodal bulk
chemical hauls, scheduled and char-
tered air freighters, domestic and inter-
national air forwarding and interna-
tional sea forwarding services.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
Prudhoe Bay: Joe Bob Bruster (907) 659-
2868
We provide Professional Procurement
Service for hard-to-find supplies, parts
and equipment. Regardless of your
location, you will receive service that is
guaranteed to meet your requirements.
From Anchorage to Siberia, from ship-
ping to communications, you receive
service from the experts that have
‘Been There, Done That’ 

Northern Air Cargo
3900 W. International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Nick Karnos, acct. mgr.
Anch./Prudhoe Bay
Phone: (907) 249-5161
Fax: (907) 249-5194
Email: nkarnos@nac.aero
Web site: www.nac.aero
Serving the aviation needs of rural
Alaska for almost 50 years, NAC is the
states largest all cargo carrier moving
nearly 100 million pounds of cargo on
scheduled flights to 17 of Alaska’s
busiest airports. NAC’s fleet of DC-6, B-
727, and ATR-42 aircraft are available
for charters to remote sites and flag
stops to 44 additional communities.

Northern Transportation
310 K St., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99501
42003 McKenzie Hwy.
Hay River, NWT X0E0R9
Contact: John Marshall 
Phone: (867) 874-5167
Fax: (867) 874-5179
Email: jmarshall@ntcl.com
Web site: www.ntcl.com 
Marine transportation along the
McKenzie River to the Beaufort Sea and
Alaska’s North Slope.

Northwestern Arctic Air
6231 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Judy McClellan, office mgr.
Phone: (907) 245-4566
Fax: (907) 245-4567
Email: pugslie@pobox.alaska.net

Web site: www.NWArcticAirAK.com
On-demand, worldwide, air charter
service, Russia Far-East experience, med-
ical transports, express package deliv-
ery, secure convenient, cost-effective,
24/7. Member Medallion Foundation.

Panalpina
4305 W. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: John Hodel, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 245-8008
Fax: (907) 245-8018
Email: john.hodel@panalpina.com
Web site: www.panalpina.com
Other offices:
Houston: (281) 446-0600
Calgary: (403) 291-1137
International and domestic freight for-
warding and logistics services.
Integrated solutions for supply chain
management. Specialists in oil and
energy projects. 

Span-Alaska Consolidators
8130 S. 216th St.
Kent, WA 98032
Contact: Tom Landry, executive v. p.
Phone: (800) 257-7726
Phone: (907) 349-3606 (Anchorage)
Fax: (253) 395-7986
Email: toml@spanalaska.com
Website: www.spanalaska.com
Alaskan freight consolidator/forwarder
serving all of Alaska with timely and
friendly service. Inbound service from
the Lower 48 to Alaska. “Promises
Made, Promises Delivered.”

Umiat Commercial
2700 S. Cushman St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Mike Tolbert
Phone: (907) 452-6631
Fax: (907) 451-8632
Email: mike@taigaventures.com
UCC provides lodging and fuel sales at
Umiat located on the Colville River. We
are open 24 hours a day everyday of
the year.

Machining
Unique Machine
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, COO
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: office@uniquemachineinc.com
Web site: www.uniquemachineinc.com
The design, development, manufacture
and distribution of oilfield, construc-
tion, mining, fishing, and government
parts to industry quality standards.

Maintenance

Alaska Tent & Tarp
529 Front St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact:  Jim Haselberger
Phone: (907) 456-6328
Phone: (800) 478-8368
Fax: (907) 452-5260
Email: aktent@ptialaska.net
We are a commercial and industrial fab-
ric business. We make covers.

Arctic Controls
1120 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Scott Stewart, president
Phone: (907) 277-7555
Fax: (907) 277-9295
Email: sstewart@arcticcontrols.com
Website: www.arcticcontrols.com
An Alaskan owned and operated com-
pany since,1985, Arctic Controls, Inc. has
been highly successful as manufacturer
representatives for the state of Alaska
in the Process Control and
Instrumentation field. Selling equip-
ment to the oil and gas markets, min-
ing and water wastewater/municipal
markets.

ASRC Energy Services – Operations
and Maintenance
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Nelson, exec. vp
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: mark.nelson@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, industrial construc-
tion, operations and maintenance,
module fabrication and assembly, proj-
ect management and non-destructive

testing.

Engineered Fire & Safety
3138 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Don Maupin, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 274-7973 ext. 123
Fax: (907) 274-6265
Email d.maupin@efs-fire.com
Web site: www.efs-fire.com
An industry leader in the design, inte-
gration and testing of safety solutions
for high value risks. UL system certifica-
tions and panel fabrication.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
We are a stocking distributor for top-
of-the-line waste oil heaters (Reznor),
waste water flocculants (Waterclear),
environmentally friendly solvents for
your parts washer (PT Technology), cor-
rosion and erosion repair and mainte-
nance polymers (Belzona), Vapor phase
(VpCI™) and Migrating Corrosion
Inhibitors (MCI) (Cortec) and valve lubri-
cants and sealants (Chemola). 

Management Consultant

Hawk Consultants
200 W. 34th Ave., Ste. 809
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Maynard Tapp, president
Phone: (907) 278-1877
Fax: (907) 278-1889
Email: info@hawkpros.com
Providing people and resources to the
oil, gas, power, telecommunication and
public works industries. Services include
strategic planning, full service project
management team consulting/outsourc-
ing, supplemental professionals, profes-
sionals, management consulting servic-
es.

Maps

AeroMap U.S.
2014 Merrill Field Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Holly Holmes, Marketing
Phone: (907) 272-4495
Fax: (907) 274-3265
Email: hholmes@aeromap.com
Web site: www.aeromap.com
AeroMap provides geospatial informa-
tion about the earth utilizing land, air-
borne and satellite sensors. We define
its topography, measure its features,
and chronicle its condition.

Mapmakers Alaska
259 S. Alaska St.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: Brit Lively, manager
Phone: (907) 745-3398
Fax: (907) 745-6733
Maps for oil and gas industry and cus-
tom map work

Marketing Solutions
3330 C. St., Ste. 101
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Laurie Fagnani,
president/owner
Phone: (907) 569-7070
Fax: (907) 569-7090
Email: lfagnani@marketingsol.net
Web site: www.marketingsol.net
Marketing Solutions a full-service
award-winning advertising and public
relations firm also designs and produces
full-scale custom maps.

Marine Services 
& Construction

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. svc.
group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
American Marine Corp. provides full
service marine construction and diving

services throughout Alaska and the
Pacific Basin.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned div-
ing contractor specializing in sub-sea
oilfield work on mooring systems,
pipelines, platforms and docks in Cook
Inlet, on the North Slope and in Valdez.

Peak Oilfield Service
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bill Stamps, business develop-
ment/ex. affairs
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: billstamps@peakalaska.com
Web site: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Storm Chasers Marine Services
P.O. Box 757
Seward, AK 99664
Contact: Mica Van Buskirk
Phone: (907) 224-3536
Fax: (907) 224-6080
Email: sci@seward.net
Providing quality marine services in
Alaska for over 15 years. Commercial
diving, underwater welding, underwa-
ter inspection with video, vessel repair,
marine construction and marine salvage
services.

Mat Systems

Alaska Dreams
522 Goldstreak Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99712
Contact: M. Huser, president
Phone: (907) 455-7712
Fax: (907) 455-7713
Email: AlaskaDreams@att.net
Custom fabrication of timber or timber
with steel combination heavy-duty
equipment or road mats, prefabricated
retaining walls, containment enclosures
or helicopter landing platforms.

Carolina Mat Co.
P.O. Box 339
Plymouth, NC 27962
Contact: Susan Harrison, owner
Phone: (252) 793-4045
Fax: (252) 793-5187
Email: carolinamat@earthlink.net
Website: www.carolinamat.com
Company established in 1985.
Manufacture 3-ply patented, bolted,
portable, reusable, solid oak construc-
tion mats. Guaranteed to hold up to 50
tons, the mats are interlocking and
non-interlocking, countersunk or non-
countersunk.

Mechanical & Electrical
Inspection

Udelhoven Oilfield System 
Services 
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Meetings & Conventions

Hilton Anchorage Hotel
500 West Third Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact:  Karen Boshell
Phone: (907) 272-7411
Phone: 1-800-445-8667
Fax: (907) 265-7042
Web site:  www.anchorage.hilton.com
At the Hilton, guests discover unexpect-
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ed luxury. We are just steps away from
shopping, day tours, fishing and the
convention center. The Hilton’s 600
guest rooms and suites, three restau-
rants, indoor pool, and native art col-
lection will make your stay complete.

Millennium Hotel
4800 Spenard Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99517
Contact: Raegan Kelliher
Phone: (907) 243-2300
Phone: (800) 544-0553
Fax: (907) 243-8815
Email: anchorage@mhrmail.com
Web site:
www.millenniumhotels.com/anchorage
The Millennium Alaskan Hotel
Anchorage is located just one mile from
Anchorage International Airport and
ten minutes from downtown. The
Millennium is surrounded by the splen-
dor of the great Alaskan outdoors. The
Millennium is ideally situated for busi-
ness and leisure travelers alike.

Metal Distributors

Alaska Steel Co.
1200 W. Dowling
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Joe Lombardo, vice president
Phone: (907) 561-1188
Toll free: (800) 770-0969 (AK only)
Fax: (907) 561-2935
Email: j.lombardo@alaskasteel.com
Fairbanks office:
2800 S. Cushman
Contact: Dan Socha, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 456-2719
Fax: (907) 451-0449
Kenai office:
205 Trading Bay Rd.
Contact: Will Bolz, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-3880
Fax: (907) 283-3759
Full-line steel and aluminum distributor.
Complete processing capabilities,
statewide service. Specializing in low
temperature steel.

Mining

Usibelli Coal Mine
100 Cushman St., Ste. 210
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Bill Brophy, vp cust. relations
Phone: (907) 452-2625
Fax: (907) 451-6543
Email: info@usibelli.com
Web site: www.usibelli.com
Other Office
P. O. Box 1000
Healy, AK 99743
Phone: (907) 683-2226
Usibelli Coal Mine is headquartered in
Healy, Alaska and has 200 million tons
of proven coal reserves. Usibelli pro-
duced one million tons of sub-bitumi-
nous coal this year.

Movers/Relocation

Alaska Terminals
400 W 70th Ave., Ste.3
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Calista Wood
Phone: (907) 349-6657
Fax: (907) 349-2045
Email: akbestmove@akterminals.com
Web site: www.akterminals.com
Other Offices: 
Mitchell Moving & Storage, Seattle
Glacier State Moving & Storage,
Fairbanks
Alaska Terminals provides full service
household goods relocation services to,
from, and within Alaska. International,
and local residential and office moves;
heated, and secured storage.

Capital Office Systems
1120 E, 35th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Leslye Langla, managing
direct.
Phone: (907) 777-1501
Fax: (907) 777-1515
Email: llangla@capital-office.com
Asset management, systems furniture,
project coordination, space planning,
systems delivery/installation, furniture
refurbishing, and relocation/remodel
services. Authorized Steelcase dealer for
Alaska.

Mud & Mudlogging

Epoch Well Services
5801 Silverado Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: James R. Carson, AK div. mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-2465
Fax: (907) 561-2474
Email: jcarson@nabors.com
With over 250 wells logged since 1989,
Epoch is the leading provider of
advanced mudlogging services in
Alaska. Our DML 2000 software assimi-
lates a comprehensive database of geo-
logical and drilling information with
presentations available in a variety of
hardcopy and digital formats.

Office Furniture

Capital Office Systems
1120 E, 35th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Leslye Langla, managing
direct.
Phone: (907) 777-1501
Fax: (907) 777-1515
Email: llangla@capital-office.com
Asset management, systems furniture,
project coordination, space planning,
systems delivery/installation, furniture
refurbishing, and relocation/remodel
services. Authorized Steelcase dealer for
Alaska.

Oilfield Service & Rig Up

Weaver Brothers
14223 Kenai Spur Hwy.
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Glen Dye, terminal mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-7975
Fax: (907) 283-3677
Email: glend@wbialaska.com
Other Offices:
Anchorage, Alaska
Fairbanks, Alaska
Trucking company specializing in oil
field winch truck services. Bed tandems
& loaders plus rig moving capabilities.
Petroleum and chemical trailers, low-
boys, bulk trailers, vans and flats.

On-site Medical Services

Kuukpik Arctic Catering
5761 Silverado Way, Ste P
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick MacMillan
Phone: (907) 562-5588
Fax: (907) 562-5898
Email: rickkac@aol.com

Well Safe Inc.
209 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ken Carroll, district mgr.
Phone: (907) 743-9871
Fax: (907) 743-9872
Email: kcarroll@wellsafe.com
Web site: www.wellsafe.com
A full service safety company specializ-
ing in remote medical support, expedi-
tors, confined space rescue teams, H2S
and safety consultants, OSHA training
and rental/sales of gas detection and
breathing air systems.

Photography

AeroMap U.S.
2014 Merrill Field Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Holly Holmes, Marketing
Phone: (907) 272-4495
Fax: (907) 274-3265
Email: hholmes@aeromap.com
Web site: www.aeromap.com
AeroMap provides geospatial informa-
tion about the earth utilizing land, air-
borne and satellite sensors. We define
its topography, measure its features,
and chronicle its condition.

Judy Patrick Photography
430 W. 7th Ave., Ste. 220
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Judy Patrick
Phone: (907) 258-4704
Fax: (907) 258-4706
Email: jpphoto@mtaonline.net
Web site: JudyPatrickPhotography.com
Creative images for the resource devel-
opment industry.

Pipe & Fittings

Petroleum Equipment & Services
5631 Silverado Way, Ste G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kevin Durling/Donald Parker
Phone: (907) 248-0066
Fax: (907) 248-4429
Email: sales@pesiak.com
Web site: www.pesiak.com
P.E.S.I. provides both conventional and
specialty products and services for the
Alaska oil industry. Regardless of your
location, you will receive products and
service that is guaranteed to meet your
requirements.

Pipeline Maintenance

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. svc.
group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
American Marine Corp. provides full
service marine construction and diving
services throughout Alaska and the
Pacific Basin.

ASRC Energy Services – Pipeline,
Power & Communications
3900 C St., 
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Wade Blasingame
Phone: (907) 339-6400
Fax: (907) 339-6444
Email:
wade.blasingame@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Pipeline construction and maintenance,
fiber optic cable installation.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned div-
ing contractor specializing in sub-sea
oilfield work on mooring systems,
pipelines, platforms and docks in Cook
Inlet, on the North Slope and in Valdez. 

Peak Oilfield Service
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bill Stamps, business develop-
ment/ex. affairs
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: billstamps@peakalaska.com
Web site: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

VECO
949 E. 36th Ave., Ste. 500
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Emily Cross
Phone: (907) 762-1510
Fax: (907) 762-1001
Email: emily.cross@veco.com
Web site: www.VECO.com

VECO is a multi-national corporation
that provides services, project manage-
ment, engineering, procurement, con-
struction, operations and maintenance
– to the energy, resource and process
industries and the public sector.

Plumbing

Udelhoven Oilfield System 
Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Process Equipment

Hanover Canada
500, 101-6 Ave. SW
Calgary, AB, T2P 3P4 Canada
Contact: Rod Saville, Country Mgr.
Canada
Phone: (403) 261-6801
Fax: (403) 266-1066
Email: info@hanover-co.com
Web site: www.hanover-canada.com
Hanover Canada is the leading provider
of natural gas compression services and
equipment in Canada. We maintain an
85,000 horsepower rental compression
fleet in Canada and over 3.6 million
horsepower rental fleet worldwide.
Hanover custom designs production
equipment in accordance with cus-
tomer’s specifications using strict inter-
nal engineering standards. We have the
capability to provide process, mechani-
cal and instrument design engineering
for any production equipment project
worldwide.

Natco Group
P.O. Box 850, Stn. T
Calgary, Alberta T2H2H3
Contact: Kevin Baird, bus. dev. mgr.
Phone: (403) 203-2103
Fax: (403) 236-0488
Email: kbaird@natco-ca.com
Web site: www.natco-ca.com
Natco Group engineers, designs and
manufactures process, wellhead and
water treatment equipment and sys-
tems used in the production of oil and
gas worldwide.

Procurement Services

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
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Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design
services including construction manage-
ment for petro-chemical and heavy
industrial client projects.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
We provide Professional Procurement
Service for hard-to-find supplies, parts
and equipment. Regardless of your loca-
tion, you will receive service that is guar-
anteed to meet your requirements. From
Anchorage to Siberia, from shipping to
communications, you receive service from
the experts that have ‘Been There, Done
That’ 

NANA/Colt Engineering
700 G Street, 5th floor
Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 273-3900
Fax: (907) 273-3990
Contact: John Minier
NANA/Colt offers project management,
engineering, design, construction man-
agement, and procurement services to

the oil industry.

Production Equipment

Oilfield Improvements
1902 North Yellowood Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74145
Contact: Hughes Coston SR
Phone: (918) 250-5584
Phone: (800) 537-9327
Fax: (918) 250-4666
Email: info@rodguides.com
Website: www.rodguides.com
Sucker rod guides – The Ultra Flow field
installed guide, The Wheeled Rod Guide

Real Estate

Alaska Railroad Corp.
P.O. Box 107500
Anchorage, AK 99510
Contact: Katie Bender, Marketing and
Logistics Technician
Phone: (907) 265-2485
Fax: (907) 265-2597
Email: benderk@akrr.com
The Alaska Railroad Corporation offers
real estate, passenger and freight services
– including complete services to move
your freight between Alaska, the Lower
48 and Canada.

Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage
Deadhorse Airport
Deadhorse, AK 99734
Contact: J. Harper Gaston, president

P.O. Box 670
Greenville, GA 30222
Phone: (706) 672-0999
Fax: (706) 672-1188
Email: jcrlcr@numail.org
Space designed for oilfield services.
Located one-half mile north of
Deadhorse airport.  800 sf.–1,200 sf. indi-
vidual or combined units. Rent includes
heat, snow removal, maintenance and
repairs.

Recycling Waste Management

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: John Daly, Kevin Cilk
Phone: (907) 659-3197
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Email: prudhoe1@aol.com
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gasoline
in bulk and small quantity deliveries, elec-
tronic card-lock fleet management, solid
waste and recycling, industrial gases and
solid waste. Tesoro fuel station. 

NEI Fluid Technology
3408 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Kathryn Russell, president
Phone: (907) 561-4820
Fax: (907) 562-2316
Email: sales@neifluid.com 
Suppliers of petrochemical refueling and
testing equipment, meters and valve sys-

tems for the oil and gas industry and
portable measurement for petroleum,
chemicals and bulk liquids. We also sup-
ply refrigerant recovery and recycling
equipment.

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. American
Maine svc. group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
PENCO provides environmental response,
containment and clean up. Hazardous
wastes and contaminated site clean up
and remediation. Asbestos and lead
abatement. Petroleum vessel services and
bulk fuel oil facility and storage tank
maintenance, management and opera-
tions.

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, VP, Alaska man-
ager
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver
CO, Casper WY
Quadco has supplied services to the
Alaska oilfield since 1976. We have
trained personnel to help with instru-
mentation, solids control, pipe handling
and Top Drive drilling equipment. 24
hour on call

Reporting Software

Epoch Well Services
5801 Silverado Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: James R. Carson, AK div. mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-2465
Fax: (907) 561-2474
Email: jcarson@nabors.com
PERC is a Windows based relational data-
base program for morning reports, well
planning, drilling, completion and
workover reports. RIGREPORT provides
contractors with an electronic tour sheet
for morning reports and payroll report-
ing.

Restaurants

Millennium Hotel
4800 Spenard Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99517
Contact: Raegan Kelliher
Phone: (907) 243-2300
Phone: (800) 544-0553
Fax: (907) 243-8815
Email: anchorage@mhrmail.com
Web site:
www.millenniumhotels.com/anchorage
The Millennium Alaskan Hotel
Anchorage is located just one mile from
Anchorage International Airport and ten
minutes from downtown. The
Millennium is surrounded by the splen-
dor of the great Alaskan outdoors. The
Millennium is ideally situated for business
and leisure travelers alike.

Right of Way Maintenance

Carolina Mat Co.
P.O. Box 339
Plymouth, NC 27962
Contact: Susan Harrison, owner
Phone: (252) 793-4045
Fax: (252) 793-5187
Email: carolinamat@earthlink.net
Website: www.carolinamat.com
Company established in 1985.
Manufacture 3-ply patented, bolted,
portable, reusable, solid oak construction
mats. Guaranteed to hold up to 50 tons,
the mats are interlocking and non-inter-
locking, countersunk or non-countersunk.

Cruz Construction
HC04 Box 9323
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: Dave or Dana Cruz
Phone: (907) 746-3144
Fax: (907) 746-5557
Email: cruzco@alaska.net
General contractor specializing in heavy
civil construction, horizontal direction
drilling for utilities. Ice road and ice
bridge construction throughout Alaska in
support of resource development.
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Safety Equipment & Supplies

Arctic Fire & Safety
702 30th Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Bobby, Shane, Gigi
Phone: (907) 378-2116
Fax: (907) 452-7876
Email: arcfire@yahoo.com
Your Alaskan owned safety specialist
since 1975. Barricades, barrels, all PPE, gas
detection marine and FAA related, extin-
guisher services, fit testing,  signs, we
stock heavy.

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mike Kunkel/Craig Welch, gen-
eral managers
Phone: (907) 659-2550
Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
Email:  brooks@astacalaska.com
Your source on the Slope for safety sup-
plies, welding supplies, automotive and
truck parts, hardware, tools, steel, build-
ing materials, glass, propane, hydraulic
hoses and fittings, paint and chemicals.
Napa and True Value Hardware distribu-
tion.

Jackovich Industrial & Construction
Supply
Fairbanks: 1600 Wells St.
Attn: Buz Jackovich
Phone: (907) 456-4414
Fax: (907) 452-4846
Anchorage: 1716 Post Road
Attn: Steve Slone
Phone: (907) 277-1406
Fax: (907) 258-1700
24 hour emergency service. With 30 years
of experience, we're experts on Arctic con-
ditions and extreme weather.

MEDC International
5829 West Sam Houston Pkwy, North,
Ste.1005
Houston, TX 77041
Contact: Phil Hausman, sales mgr. -
Americas
Phone: (713) 937-9772
Fax: (713) 937-9773
Cell: (713) 410-1144
Email: phausman@medcint.com
Other Office: MEDC Ltd. – UK
Web site: www.medc.com
MEDC design, manufacture and sell a
range of UL/CSA/ATEX-NEC/IEC approved
field devices for fire & gas and communi-
cations systems for use in potentially
explosive atmospheres.

Unitech of Alaska
2130 E. Dimond Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Debbie Hawley
Phone: (907) 349-5142
Phone: (800) 649-5859
Fax: (907) 349-2733
Email: unitech@alaska.com
Email: dhawley@unitechofalaska.com
UOA is Alaska’s only 24-hour oil spill
remediation, environmental and industri-
al supply company. Specialty areas
include sorbents, geotextile, containment
berms, drums and ice melt.

Well Safe Inc.
209 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ken Carroll, district mgr.
Phone: (907) 743-9871
Fax: (907) 743-9872
Email: kcarroll@wellsafe.com
Web site: www.wellsafe.com
A full service safety company specializing
in remote medical support, expeditors,
confined space rescue teams, H2S and
safety consultants, OSHA training and
rental/sales of gas detection and breath-
ing air systems. 

Security

Kuukpik Arctic Catering
5761 Silverado Way, Ste P
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick MacMillan
Phone: (907) 562-5588
Fax: (907) 562-5898
Email: rickkac@aol.com

Seismic & Geophysical

Hunter 3-D
9898 Bissonnet St., Ste. 362

Houston, TX 77036
Contact: Dan Huston, vice president
Phone: (713) 981-4650
Fax: (713) 981-4650
Email: hunter3d@wt.net
Web site: www.hunter3dinc.com
Hunter 3-D is a geophysical consulting
company based in Houston, Texas. We
interpret seismic, gravity and magnetic
data for projects in Alaska and world-
wide. 

Kuukpik/Veritas
2000 E. 88th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Jeff Hastings
Phone: (907) 276-6037
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Email: Jeff_Hastings@VeritasDGC.com

PGS Onshore
341 W. Tudor Rd., Ste. 206
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Larry Watt, Alaska area mgr. 
Phone: (907) 569-4049
Fax: (907) 569-4047
Email: larry.watt@pgsonshore.com
Houston Office
738 Hwy 6 South, Ste 900
Houston, TX 77079
Contact: Gehrig Schultz
Phone: (281) 589-6732
Fax: (281) 589-6685
Email: gehrig.schultz@pgsonshore.com
Geophysical acquisition and processing
for the petroleum industry. PGS Onshore
provides fully rubber tracked Arctic geo-
physical crews to acquire the highest den-
sity data with the softest environmental
footprint on the North Slope.

Shops/Storage Space

Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage
Deadhorse Airport
Deadhorse, AK 99734
Contact: J. Harper Gaston, president
P.O. Box 670
Greenville, GA 30222
Phone: (706) 672-0999
Fax: (706) 672-1188
Email: jcrlcr@numail.org
Space designed for oilfield services.
Located one-half mile north of
Deadhorse airport.  800 sf.–1,200 sf. indi-
vidual or combined units. Rent includes
heat, snow removal, maintenance and
repairs.

Soil Stabilization

Arctic Foundations
5621 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518-1667
Contact: Ed Yarmak
Phone: (907) 562-2741
Fax: (907) 562-0153
Email: info@arcticfoundations.com
Web site: www.arcticfoundations.com
Soil stabilization – frozen barrier and
frozen core dams to control hazardous
waste and water movement. Foundations
– maintain permafrost for durable high
capacity foundations.

Space Design/Planning

Capital Office Systems
1120 E, 35th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Leslye Langla, managing direct.
Phone: (907) 777-1501
Fax: (907) 777-1515
Email: llangla@capital-office.com
Asset management, systems furniture,
project coordination, space planning, sys-
tems delivery/installation, furniture refur-
bishing, and relocation/remodel services.
Authorized Steelcase dealer for Alaska.

Steel Fabrication

Alaska Steel Co.
1200 W. Dowling
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Joe Lombardo, vice president
Phone: (907) 561-1188
Toll free: (800) 770-0969 (AK only)
Fax: (907) 561-2935
Email: j.lombardo@alaskasteel.com
Fairbanks office:
2800 S. Cushman
Contact: Dan Socha, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 456-2719
Fax: (907) 451-0449
Kenai office:
205 Trading Bay Rd.
Contact: Will Bolz, branch mgr.

Phone: (907) 283-3880
Fax: (907) 283-3759
Rebar fabrication full service with in
house estimating and detailing.

Peak Oilfield Service
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bill Stamps, business develop-
ment/ex. affairs
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: billstamps@peakalaska.com
Web site: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

STEELFAB
2132 Railroad Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Janet Faulkner, vice president
Phone: (907) 264-2819
Fax: (907) 276-3448
Email: jfaulkner@steelfabak.com
STEELFAB is the largest Alaskan-owned
steel service center in the state. It pro-
vides pressure vessels, modules, special
design items and raw steel products. 

Totem Equipment & Supply
2536 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mike Huston, vp
Phone: (907) 276-2858
Fax: (907) 258-4623
Email: sales@toteminc.com
Web site: www.toteminc.com
Totem Equipment & Supply Inc. locally
owned and operated since 1961. Supplies
light, medium and heavy equipment.
Specializing in temporary and permanent
heating solutions.

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services 
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Steel Sales

Alaska Steel Co.
1200 W. Dowling
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Joe Lombardo, vice president
Phone: (907) 561-1188
Toll free: (800) 770-0969 (AK only)
Fax: (907) 561-2935
Email: j.lombardo@alaskasteel.com
Fairbanks office:
2800 S. Cushman
Contact: Dan Socha, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 456-2719
Fax: (907) 451-0449
Kenai office:
205 Trading Bay Rd.
Contact: Will Bolz, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-3880
Fax: (907) 283-3759
Full-line steel and aluminum distributor.
Complete processing capabilities,
statewide service. Specializing in low
temperature steel.

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: John Daly
Phone: (907) 659-3197
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gasoline
in bulk and small quantity deliveries, elec-
tronic card-lock fleet management, solid
waste and recycling, steel, industrial
gases and solid waste. 

STEELFAB
2132 Railroad Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Janet Faulkner, vice president
Phone: (907) 264-2819
Fax: (907) 276-3448
Email: jfaulkner@steelfabak.com
STEELFAB is the largest Alaskan-owned
steel service center in the state. It pro-
vides pressure vessels, modules, special
design items and raw steel products. 

Surveying & Mapping

AeroMap U.S.
2014 Merrill Field Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Holly Holmes, Marketing
Phone: (907) 272-4495
Fax: (907) 274-3265
Email: hholmes@aeromap.com
Web site: www.aeromap.com
AeroMap provides geospatial informa-
tion about the earth utilizing land, air-
borne and satellite sensors. We define its
topography, measure its features, and
chronicle its condition.

ASTAC/fm, a division of ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Don Nelson
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email: don@astac.net
Provides expertise in implementing GIS
technology whether it be data conver-
sions or a complete turnkey solution.

Kuukpik-LCMF
139 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Richard Rearick, architectural
mgr.
Contact: Willey Wilhelm, engineering
mgr.
Contact: Tony Hoffman, survey mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1830
Phone: (800) 955-1830
Fax: (907) 273-1831
Email: lcmfanch@alaska.net
Other Offices:
Barrow: (800) 478-8213
Email: ktoovak@lcmf.com
Alpine: (907) 670-4739
Email: alp1035@ppco.com
Statewide contractor project support sur-
veyors; remote site land and hydrograph-
ic surveys for government and private;
oil and gas development surveying, map-
ping, and permitting.

Lounsbury and Associates
723 W. 6th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Craig L. Savage, president
E-mail: csavage@lounsburyinc.com
Contact: Jim Sawhill, vp
Email: jsawhill@lounsburyinc.com
Phone: (907) 272-5451
Fax: (907) 272-9065
Toll Free: (800) 478-5451
Website: www.lounsburyinc.com
Specializing in surveying for Alaska oil
and gas exploration, oilfield develop-
ment and transportation systems, con-
ventional and GPS surveying, and map-
ping.

Tank Fabrication

Northern Transportation
310 K St., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99501
42003 McKenzie Hwy.
Hay River, NWT X0E0R9
Contact: John Marshall 
Phone: (867) 874-5167
Fax: (867) 874-5179
Email: jmarshall@ntcl.com
Web site: www.ntcl.com 
Marine transportation along the
McKenzie River to the Beaufort Sea and
Alaska’s North Slope.

Telephone Equipment & Sales

ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Erin Ealum
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email:  info@astac.net
Providing local and long distance service,
Internet, maintenance and training, con-
sultation, installation, engineering,
Centrex, custom calling features, digital
cross connect service, and digital data
service to the North Slope region of
Alaska.

North Slope Telecom
2020 E. Dowling, Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Laxson, president
Phone: (907) 562-4693
Fax: (907) 562-0818
Email: info@nstiak.com
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Web site: www.nstiak.com
Design, installation and maintenance of
telephone, cable plant, fiber optics, data
network, VOIP, paging and cellular sys-
tems. Twenty years of arctic experience. 

Temporary Placement Services

Chiulista Camp Services/Mayflower
Catering
6613 Brayton Dr., Ste. C
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George B. Gardner, pres/gm
Phone: (907) 278-2208
Fax: (907) 677-7261
Email: ggardner@calistacorp.com
The 100 percent Alaska Native owned
and operated catering company on the
North Slope, catering and housekeeping
to your tastes, not ours.

Training

Pacific Rim Institute of Safety &
Management (PRISM)
P.O. Box 3670
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: David C. Burnett, program mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-3054
Fax: (907) 283-1853
Email: PRISM@Alaska.net
Web site: www.AAICorp.com
Providing a full spectrum of compliance
based training for workers in the field of
health, safety and emergency response,
all in one location. Basic rigging, forklift
and manlift operations, confined space
rescue, hazardous materials, maritime
(BST, STCW certified), industrial fire fight-
ing (NFPA 600).

Well Safe Inc.
209 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ken Carroll, district mgr.
Phone: (907) 743-9871
Fax: (907) 743-9872
Email: kcarroll@wellsafe.com
Web site: www.wellsafe.com
A full service safety company specializing
in remote medical support, expeditors,
confined space rescue teams, H2S and
safety consultants, OSHA training and
rental/sales of gas detection and breath-
ing air systems.

Underwater NDT & Photography

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. svc. group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
American Marine Corp. provides full serv-
ice marine construction and diving servic-
es throughout Alaska and the Pacific
Basin.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned div-

ing contractor specializing in sub-sea oil-
field work on mooring systems, pipelines,
platforms and docks in Cook Inlet, on the
North Slope and in Valdez.

Storm Chasers Marine Services
P.O. Box 757
Seward, AK 99664
Contact: Mica Van Buskirk
Phone: (907) 224-3536
Fax: (907) 224-6080
Email: sci@seward.net
Providing quality marine services in
Alaska for over 15 years. Commercial div-
ing, underwater welding, underwater
inspection with video, vessel repair,
marine construction and marine salvage
services.

Underwater Welding

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, reg. mgr. svc. group
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amsghq.com
American Marine Corp. provides full serv-
ice marine construction and diving servic-
es throughout Alaska and the Pacific
Basin.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned div-
ing contractor specializing in sub-sea oil-
field work on mooring systems, pipelines,
platforms and docks in Cook Inlet, on the
North Slope and in Valdez.

Storm Chasers Marine Services
P.O. Box 757
Seward, AK 99664
Contact: Mica Van Buskirk
Phone: (907) 224-3536
Fax: (907) 224-6080
Email: sci@seward.net
Providing quality marine services in
Alaska for over 15 years. Commercial div-
ing, underwater welding, underwater

inspection with video, vessel repair,
marine construction and marine salvage
services.

Vehicle Repair

Kenworth Alaska
2838 Porcupine Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Jim Scherieble, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 279-0602
Phone: (800) 478-0602
Fax: (907) 258-6639
Email: parts@kenworthalaska.com
Email: sales@kenworthalaska.com
Website: www.kenworthalaska.com
Fairbanks office:
3730 Braddock St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Ed Lewis, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 455-9900
Fax: (907) 479-8295
Kenworth Alaska is a full service truck
dealership in two locations – Anchorage
and Fairbanks. New and used truck sales,
parts and service.

Seekins Ford Lincoln Mercury
1625 Old Steese Hwy.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Steven Angel, fleet sales mgr.
Phone: (907) 459-4044
Fax: (907) 450-4007
Email: fleetsales@seekins.com
Web site: www.seekins.com
Ford Lincoln Mercury dealer located in
Fairbanks Alaska providing solutions to
your transportation needs. Parts and serv-
ice support in Fairbanks and Prudhoe Bay.

Vehicle Sales/Rental

Seekins Ford Lincoln Mercury
1625 Old Steese Hwy.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Steven Angel, fleet sales mgr.
Phone: (907) 459-4044
Fax: (907) 450-4007
Email: fleetsales@seekins.com
Web site: www.seekins.com
Ford Lincoln Mercury dealer located in
Fairbanks Alaska providing solutions to
your transportation needs. Parts and serv-
ice support in Fairbanks and Prudhoe Bay.

Welding

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Weld Repairs/Manufacturing

Hanover Canada
500, 101-6 Ave. SW
Calgary, AB, T2P 3P4 Canada
Contact: Rod Saville, Country Mgr.
Canada
Phone: (403) 261-6801
Fax: (403) 266-1066

Email: info@hanover-co.com
Web site: www.hanover-canada.com
Hanover Canada is the leading provider
of natural gas compression services and
equipment in Canada. We maintain an
85,000 horsepower rental compression
fleet in Canada and over 3.6 million
horsepower rental fleet worldwide.
Hanover custom designs production
equipment in accordance with customer’s
specifications using strict internal engi-
neering standards. We have the capabili-
ty to provide process, mechanical and
instrument design engineering for any
production equipment project world-
wide.

Natco Canada
P.O. Box 850, Stn. T
Calgary, Alberta T2H2H3
Contact: Kevin Baird, bus. dev. mgr.
Phone: (403) 203-2103
Fax: (403) 236-0488
Email: kbaird@natco-ca.com
Web site: www.natco-ca.com
Natco Group engineers, designs and
manufactures process, wellhead and
water treatment equipment and systems
used in the production of oil and gas
worldwide.

Peak Oilfield Service
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bill Stamps, business develop-
ment/ex. affairs
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: billstamps@peakalaska.com
Web site: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

STEELFAB
2132 Railroad Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Janet Faulkner, vice president
Phone: (907) 264-2819
Fax: (907) 276-3448
Email: jfaulkner@steelfabak.com
STEELFAB is the largest Alaskan-owned
steel service center in the state. It pro-
vides pressure vessels, modules, special
design items and raw steel products.

Unique Machine
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, COO
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: office@uniquemachineinc.com
Web site: www.uniquemachineinc.com
The design, development, manufacture
and distribution of oilfield construction,
mining, fishing and government parts to
industry quality standards.

OIL      
COMPANIES

Operators

ConocoPhillips Alaska
700 G St.
P.O. Box 100360
Anchorage, AK 99510-0360
Contact: Kevin O. Meyers, president & CEO
Phone: (907) 265-6134
Fax: (907) 265-1502

Marathon Oil
3201 C St., Ste 800
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John A. Barnes, regional mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-5311
Fax: (907) 564-6489
Website: www.marathon.com

XTO Energy
810 Houston St., Ste. 2000
Fort Worth, TX 76102
Contact: Vaughn O. Vennerberg, II
Phone: (817) 870-2800
Fax: (817) 870-0379
Other Office: XTO Energy, 52260 Shell
Road, Kenai, AK 99611, Doug Marshall,
production superintendent
XTO Energy, established in 1986, is
engaged in the acquisition and develop-
ment of quality, long-lived producing oil
and gas properties and exploration for oil
and gas.
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This Doodle Bug was a truck used to transport passengers to and from the Usibelli Coal
Mine before road system was developed. See the company profile on page B12.
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company snapshots

Tim O'Neill, systems manager for Usibelli Coal Mine, oversees the main-
tenance and operation of the company's dragline
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MWH designed and oversaw the installation of nearly 30,000 feet of
water and sewer mains for the community of Tanana. 

A Cruz Construction water truck works on the construction of an ice road. The company specializes in winter
ice roads, ice pads, land clearing and pioneer roads, exploratory support, off-highway transport, remote fuel
transportation, and heavy civil construction.

Cruz Construction won awards for the Golden Valley Electric
Northern Intertie Project ice road.

Above, Arctic
Foundation’s  hybrid

Thermosyphon
Technology is a well-

established technology
ideally suited to contain-
ment and dams. A frozen

dam can be even more
effective than a tradition-

al type because freezing
can more effectively seal

multiple soils types in and
below the dam as evi-

denced at the Panda Dam
in Northwest Territory

Canada. At right,  Usibelli
Coal Mine: a view from

Two Bull Ridge looking at
the land reclamation on

Poker Flats Mine




