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Oil Search/Armstrong deal might
close sooner; Steve Quinn onto
new venture; BP’s Dudley rumored
in Juneau meet with Walker

“At this stage it is planned for Oil Search to
take operatorship in mid-February but that will
be dependent on the closure of the transaction
which is awaiting final regulatory approvals,”
Oil Search’s executive general manager for
exploration and new business, Keiran Wulff,
told PN Jan. 9.

Oil Search, based in Papua New Guinea and
with offices in Perth, Australia, bought into
Armstrong Energy and GMT Exploration’s interests at Pikka and
Horseshoe on Alaska’s North Slope in late October.

Oil Search said it paid $400 million for a 25.5 percent interest
in the Pikka unit and adjacent exploration acreage and 37.5 per-
cent interest in the Horseshoe block and the Hue shale. 

Utility merger needs RCA approval
The Alaska Industrial

Development and Export
Authority and the Interior Gas
Utility have asked the
Regulatory Commission of
Alaska for expedited approval
of the purchase of Fairbanks
Natural Gas by the Interior Gas
Utility, to form a single, consol-
idated gas utility for Fairbanks and its surrounds. The request
comes as part of the Interior Energy Project, a project to bring
affordable, clean energy to the Fairbanks region, with AIDEA
funding assistance.

AIDEA owns Pentex Natural Gas Co., the owner of FNG. The
idea is that IGU will purchase Pentex, which also owns the Titan
liquefied natural gas plant near Point Mackenzie on Cook Inlet,
and a trucking operation for shipping LNG to Fairbanks. AIDEA
and IGU have signed purchase and financing agreements for the

CIRI, Doyon partner at Nenana
Cook Inlet Region Inc. has

announced that it plans to
partner with Doyon Ltd. for
the drilling of the Totchaket
No. 1 exploration well in the
Nenana basin in the coming
summer. Doyon has previous-
ly announced the planned
drilling of the well as part of
the Native regional corporation’s search for oil and gas in the
Interior basin southwest of Fairbanks. Doyon has already drilled
three wells in the central part of the basin — the Totchaket well
will be in the deep northern part of the basin, close to what may
be the basin’s kitchen for oil and gas resources.

CIRI has previously partnered with Doyon in the drilling of
the third of the Nenana basin wells, the Toghotthele well, in
2016.

“CIRI values its continued partnership with Doyon,” said
Sophie Minich, CIRI president and CEO, when announcing the

see OIL PATCH INSIDER page 16

see UTILITY MERGER page 16

see NENANA PARTNERSHIP page 16

AIDEA and IGU have
signed purchase and

financing agreements for
the Pentex sale, with a

requirement to close the
deal by May 31.

CIRI has previously
partnered with Doyon in
the drilling of the third of
the Nenana basin wells,
the Toghotthele well, in

2016.

Exploration underway
Armstrong defers Pikka 2 wells, other operators drilling up to 10 wells 

By KAY CASHMAN
Petroleum News

The first exploration well has been spud and ice
road construction is underway for as many as

nine additional penetrations on Alaska’s North
Slope. Warmer-than-usual weather has prevented
access to the tundra until recently.

Two wells planned for this winter’s North Slope
exploration drilling season were postponed until
next winter by Armstrong Energy — the Pikka 2
and Pikka 2A sidetrack. 

Last winter ConocoPhillips, which is drilling as
many as seven penetrations this year, cancelled its
Putu 1 drilling program after meeting with leaders

from the village of Nuiqsut. The company decided
that due to delays in Alaska Department of Natural
Resources permitting they “would not have ade-
quate time to engage with the local community as
part of the standard local permitting process,” a
ConocoPhillips spokesperson told Petroleum

Lease sales proposed
Interior wants expanded OCS program including 19 sales off coast of Alaska

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

On Dec. 4 the Departmaent of the
Interior announced a draft new five

year outer continental shelf oil and gas
lease sale program that would greatly
expand the availability of federal offshore
lands for oil and gas activities. The pro-
posed plan, which covers the years 2019
to 2024, includes 47 lease sales covering
all OCS planning areas except the North Aleutian
basin, which remains subject to a presidential
withdrawal. The draft plan includes 19 lease sales
off the coast of Alaska, with the first of the sales in

the program being in the Beaufort and
Chukchi seas.

Energy dominance
“This is a start in looking at American

energy dominance and looking at our
offshore assets, and the beginning of a
dialogue of when, how, where and how
fast offshore assets should be or could be
developed,” said Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke during a press conference

announcing the proposed plan.
“This is the largest number of lease sales ever

$60 oil for ’18, ’19
EIA sees oil price flattening, US crude hitting record 10.3 million bpd this year

By KRISTEN NELSON
Petroleum News

U.S. crude oil production is projected to hit an
all-time high this year, with crude oil prices

expected to flatten to the $60-$61 per barrel aver-
age range this year and next, the U.S. Energy
Information Administration said Jan. 9 in its
January Short-Term Energy Outlook, the first to
include 2019. 

On prices, the agency said Brent, the bench-
mark for North Sea crude oil spot prices, is fore-
cast to average $60 per barrel this year and $61 per
barrel in 2019, after experiencing a sharp run up
last year. While Brent averaged $54 per barrel in

2017, the December average was $64, up $2 per
barrel from November, “the highest monthly aver-
age since November 2014,” and only the fourth
time in the past 36 months that Brent has averaged
more than $60. 

The 2017 Brent average of $54 was an increase
of $10 over 2016 levels, EIA said, with prices
increasing fairly steadily throughout the second
half of 2017 and year-end prices higher than the
annual average, ending the year at a daily price
near $67 per barrel, “the highest level since
December 2014.” 

The agency attributed most of the recent run-up

see EXPLORATION SEASON page 14
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RYAN ZINKE

The results of the Nikaitchuq North No. 1
well will determine whether Eni proceeds
with a sidetrack this winter and a second
well next winter, according to company

officials.

Purchase of Nicolai Creek field
approved, new owner takes over
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A slight increase in ANS output

Alaska North Slope production was up slightly from November,
with most of the month-over-month gain at the Alpine and
Kuparuk fields. Read more on page 5.

It’s holding steady
The decline in Prudhoe oil production has been halted for a third year

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

Despite the challenging
oil price environment,

production from the Prudhoe
Bay unit on Alaska’s North
Slope has held steady for a
third year, rather than contin-
uing the production decline
that had previously marked
the field’s performance, executives from BP
Exploration (Alaska), the field operator, have told
Petroleum News. The sustained Prudhoe Bay pro-

duction presumably provided
a solid base for increased oil
throughput in the trans-
Alaska pipeline in 2017.

Prudhoe Bay data for 2017
have yet to be finalized, but
preliminary figures show an
average production rate of
just over 280,000 barrels of
oil per day. That compares
with 281,800 bopd in 2015

and 280,700 bopd in 2016.
The historical production decline rate would

Mackenzie project dumped
Canadian Arctic venture dissolved after 17 years of studies and hearings

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

Twice in 40 years the dreams of exploiting
Canada’s northern natural gas resources have

been shattered, only this time there seems to be no
hope of a bounce back. 

The joint-venture partnership underpinning the
Mackenzie Gas Project was formally dissolved on
Dec. 22, delivering a crushing pre-Christmas blow to
those who might have been clinging to hope that the
scheme could be saved. For everyone else, the
announcement was a foregone conclusion.

It followed the first setback for gas development
in the Canadian Arctic after three anchor fields —

Taglu, Parsons Lake and Niglintgak — were discov-
ered in the 1971-73 period, resulting in a federal
inquiry into the social, environmental and economic
impact of a pipeline along the Mackenzie River
Valley. That led to a federal moratorium in 1977 that
ended commercial activities until 2000. 

A down and up year
In the first half of 2017 the oil price dropped before climbing steadily

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

During the first six months of 2017 the price of
oil tumbled erratically, in a manner that did

not seem promising for an oil industry that had
seen a significant price recovery during the previ-
ous year. The tumble came despite a late 2016
agreement on oil production quotas by most coun-
tries in the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries and by Russia.

However, during the second half of the year, the
price recovered steadily to above $60 per barrel by
year end, and since then has continued to climb.
And a graph of the oil price since the beginning of

2016 seems to show that early 2017 price drop as
something of a glitch in an overall upward trend.

Commentators have attributed the early 2017
price drop to the fact that Libya and Nigeria were
not part of the 2016 OPEC agreement, and to U.S.
shale oil development rising in response to the
OPEC action. Subsequent time extensions to that

see HOLDING STEADY page 10
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Approved plan, default notice for
Furie; required to drill this year

Alaska’s Division of Oil and Gas has issued a notice of
default to Furie Operating Alaska LLC for the company’s fail-
ure to meet work commitments in the Kitchen Lights unit in
2017. However, the division has also approved Furie’s
Kitchen Lights plan of development for the coming year and
has said that the company can cure the default by meeting all
of the drilling commitments in the new plan.

Two well program
As previously reported in Petroleum News, Furie’s new

plan of development entails a two-well drilling program in

Drilling permits for Pikka wells
Armstrong Energy LLC has received drilling permits for its

Pikka exploration program.
On Dec. 21, the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation

Commission issued permits for the company to drill the Pikka
No. 2 exploration well and Pikka No. 2A sidetrack.

The Pikka No. 2 well is designed as a directional well
heading westward from ADL 392975. The Pikka No. 2A side-
track will be a nearly vertical well on ADL 393028. 

The well locations are immediately north of the location of
the proposed Pikka No. 1 well that the company ultimately
cancelled last year at the request of local groups in Nuiqsut.

The purpose of the delineation program is to obtain consid-

Cross-inlet line permits issued
The Regulatory Commission of Alaska has issued temporary

construction permits for new pipelines that Hilcorp Alaska plans
to build, to enable the transportation of crude oil by pipeline from
the west side of Cook Inlet to Nikiski on the Kenai Peninsula. In
a Dec. 29 order the commission allowed Hilcorp subsidiary Cook
Inlet Pipeline Co. to start work on a short northward extension of
the existing pipeline that carries oil down the west side of the
inlet. The idea is to connect the existing oil line to one of the twin
Cook Inlet Gas Gathering System pipelines under the inlet. One
of the CIGGS lines will then continue to carry gas, while the
other line will carry oil.

Hilcorp also plans to maintain existing gas transportation

see FURIE PROGRAM page 12

see INLET PERMITS page 12

see PIKKA WELLS page 12

SCOTT DIGERT JENNIFER STARCK

By 2016, the estimated capital cost of the
MGP had soared to C$16.2 billion from

C$5 billion in 2001 and even then
observers were suggesting the total would

likely exceed C$20 billion.

It is generally agreed that the tumble in
oil prices in 2014 resulted from an excess
of oil supplies, rather than a shortfall in

oil demand.
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Petroleum News Delivers
You’ve heard that newspaper and magazine ads “create awareness” and tell the
marketplace you’re a player. That’s especially true when you advertise in a publication that 
has become an industry institution — like Petroleum News.

   But creating awareness isn’t all Petroleum News does for you. 
    We go “beyond advertising” to market your business.

For example, Petroleum News’ contracted advertisers are included in the Arctic Oil & Gas 
Directory, a full color magazine that companies in Alaska turn to when they are ready to 
purchase goods and services. The Arctic Oil & Gas Directory gives you the chance to promote 
your business through articles, briefs, photos, and listings describing what you have to offer. 
There’s more. You would also be included in Petroleum News’ weekly list of service and supply 
companies doing business in the region — and receive additional exposure in spotlights 
and news briefs (Oil Patch Bits) adjacent to the list. Plus you’d be listed in co-op ads 
congratulating companies on discoveries, field start-ups, welcoming new execs, etc.

And many of our contracted advertisers qualify for free Q&A profiles in the Arctic Oil & Gas 
Directory and electronic ads on our web site, www.petroleumnews.com.

So how do you become a contracted advertiser and get more exposure for your business? 
Start by turning the page…. 



PETROLEUM NEWS MARKETING & ADVERTISING BROCHURE                 – Going ‘beyond advertising’ to market your business –

Becoming a contracted advertiser 
To become a Petroleum News ‘contracted advertiser’ and gain the valuable marketing benefits described herein you simply have 
to agree to run 12 ads of any size over a 12-month period. In return we’ll give you this additional marketing exposure:

Exposure in the weekly Petroleum News 

  • You make the List
  • Your employees are spotlighted
  • Your news gets in Oil Patch Bits
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Companies involved in Alaska 
and northern Canada’s oil and gas industry

All of the companies listed above advertise on a regular basis 
with Petroleum News

A
ABR
AECOM Environment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
aeSolutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18
Afognak Leasing LLC
Air Liquide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Alaska Dreams
Alaska Earth Sciences
Alaska Frac Consulting LLC
Alaska Frontier Constructors (AFC)
Alaska Marine Lines  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Alaska Railroad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Alaska Rubber & Rigging Supply
Alaska Steel Co.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Alaska Textiles
Alaska West Express . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Alpha Seismic Compressors
American Marine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
Arctic Catering & Support Services
Arctic Controls
Arctic Fox Environmental  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Arctic Wire Rope & Supply
Armstrong
ASRC Energy Services
AT&T
Automated Laundry Systems & Supply
Avalon Development
Aviator Hotel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

B-F
BELL & Associates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Bombay Deluxe
BP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Brenntag Pacific
Brooks Range Supply
Calista Corp.
Carlile Transportation
Certek Heating Solutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

Chugach Alaska Energy Services
Colville Inc.
Computing Alternatives
CONAM Construction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
Construction Machinery Industrial
Crowley Solutions
Cruz Construction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14
Dowland-Bach Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Doyon Anvil
Doyon Associated
Doyon Drilling
Doyon, Limited
Equipment Source Inc. (ESI)
exp Energy Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
EXPRO Group
Fairweather  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
Flowline Alaska
Fluor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Foss Maritime
Fountainhead Hotels
Fugro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

G-M
GCI Industrial Telecom
Global Diving & Salvage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18
GMW Fire Protection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
Greer Tank & Welding
Guess & Rudd, PC
Inspirations
Judy Patrick Photography
Kuukpik Arctic Services
Last Frontier Air Ventures
Little Red Services, Inc. (LRS)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14
Lounsbury & Associates
Lynden Air Cargo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Lynden Air Freight  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Lynden Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Lynden International  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Lynden Logistics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Lynden Transport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Mapmakers of Alaska
MAPPA Testlab
Maritime Helicopters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

N-P
Nabors Alaska Drilling
NANA WorleyParsons
Nature Conservancy, The
NEI Fluid Technology
Nordic Calista
North Slope Telecom
Northern Air Cargo
Northern Solutions
NRC Alaska
Olgoonik Corp.
PENCO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
Petroleum Equipment & Services
Petro Star Lubricants
PND Engineers Inc.
PRA (Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Price Gregory International

Q-Z
Resource Development Council
SAExploration
SafeVision, LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
STEELFAB
Sourdough Express  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Tanks-A-Lot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18
The Local Pages
Unique Machine
Usibelli . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Volant Products
Waste Management  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Kairos patents solution aimed at aging oil fields
Kairos LLC, a subsidiary of NANA WorleyParsons LLC, said it has developed and patent-

ed the mobile Arctic production system that aims to encourage oil exploration and develop-
ment on the North Slope of Alaska. MAPS provides an ideal solution for marginal oil fields
with smaller reserves that may not be economically viable to develop using conventional
methods, or as an interim oil production solution prior to full project development.

MAPS was designed in response to the low price of oil and provides North Slope opera-
tors an option for developing oil reserves on the fringes of existing oil fields or other small-
er deposits without a high-capital investment. 

Alaska is being drastically impacted by low oil prices and Kairos said it is confident that
this approach to responsible Arctic development can grow existing investments and spur
new investment in Alaska’s oil and gas industry. MAPS fills an untapped niche in our cur-
rently challenging economy as an innovative, sustainable solution, the company said. 

Kairos will be showcasing MAPS at the Resource Development Council’s 38th Annual
Alaska Resources Conference, scheduled for Nov. 15-16 at the Dena’ina Center in
Anchorage.

Air Liquide signs contract with Kinetrex Energy
Air Liquide Engineering & Construction said it has been selected by Kinetrex Energy to

upgrade their North Plant LNG production unit in Indianapolis, Indiana, by replacing the
cold box with the Smartfin proprietary technology. This state-of-the-art, single mixed-refrig-
erant technology for small to medium scale plants will enable Kinetrex Energy to increase
the plant capacity and leverage its existing assets for clean fuel solutions.

The upgraded LNG plant, using Air Liquide technology, is expected to start operation by
the end of 2018.

As a pioneer in LNG, Air Liquide has delivered more than 20 LNG liquefaction facilities
worldwide over the past 50 years. Air Liquide successfully re-entered the LNG market in
2015 and has achieved commercial successes by leveraging its strong expertise in cryogen-
ics and gas treatment.

Lynden Air Cargo answers the call for emergency aid
Lynden Air Cargo said recently that it

answered the call on Sept. 8 to mobilize relief
flights for Hurricanes Irma, Jose and Maria.
“We began flights into the Caribbean on Sept.
17 once there was a clear identification of
needs,” said Rick Zerkel, Lynden Air Cargo
president. Lynden is currently under contract
with Diplomat Freight Services to provide con-
tinued air support for sites in the Caribbean.

Lynden Air Cargo has been conducting
flights through DFS, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the Red Cross and other
supporting agencies and governments to
bring in food, water, trucks, fuel and other dis-
aster response supplies. “We anticipate we
will be flying continuously for quite some time
— there is no indication that it will be slow-
ing down any time soon,” said Zerkel. 

As of late September, Lynden aircraft have
flown to the following locations based out of
Curacao, Aruba and Miami: St. Martin, San
Juan, St. Thomas, St. Kitts, Anguilla, British
Virgin Islands, St. Croix, Grand Turk Island and Providenciales Island. The company is espe-
cially grateful to their flight crews and flight operations staff who have performed
admirably while working under constantly changing conditions with limited information.

Editor’s note: Some of these items will appear in the next Arctic Oil & Gas Directory, a
full color magazine that serves as a marketing tool for Petroleum News’ contracted adver-
tisers. The next edition will be released in March. 
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COMPANYNEWS in brief

Fluor celebrates 20 years of Irving Oil alliance

Fluor Corp. recently celebrated 20 years of providing engi-

neering, procurement and construction support services for Irv-

ing Oil Ltd. Since 1997, Fluor has supported projects ranging

from sustaining capital to major growth projects at Irving Oil’s

refinery and marine terminal in Saint John, New Brunswick,

Canada.

Fluor's personnel are integrated with the Irving Oil team

working on site at Canada’s largest refinery. About 100 projects

are carried out each year by the joint site team with an execu-

tion capability of up to $300 million annually. The team has

saved more than $100 million through value creation efforts

over the past 13 years and has worked more than seven years

without a single recordable incident.

“We are proud to work alongside Fluor team members each

and every day on our site as we continue to create jobs and de-

liver projects together safely,” said Mark Sherman, vice presi-

dent and chief operating officer of Irving Oil.

“With similar values and a strong cultural alignment, we are

honored to celebrate this milestone in the Irving Oil and Fluor

relationship,” said Mark Fields, president of Fluor’s energy and

chemicals business in the Americas. “The success of this al-

liance is a testament to the results that are achieved when per-

sonnel are truly blended as one team with a common goal of

high-quality project delivery. With our flexibility and strong

project execution expertise, we will continue to partner with

Irving Oil to deliver safe, on-schedule and capital-efficient proj-

ects.”

John Schank earns second 

ATA Driver of the Year award

Lynden Transport recently announced that the Alaska Truck-

ing Association presented John Schank with the Alaska Truck

Driver of the Year award this summer at a special event in Fair-

banks. In addition to that honor, Schank was recognized for set-

ting a new record as the first Lynden Transport driver to log 40

years of safe driving — 5,360,000 miles to be exact. Starting

with the opening of the Dalton Highway in 1975, he has been

driving one of America’s most treacherous roads: the haul road

between Fairbanks and Prudhoe Bay. The haul road is known

for extreme grades and extreme weather. John still drives the

route today, making the 1,000-mile round trip twice a week.

“John is a true professional,” said Lynden Transport Presi-

dent Paul Grimaldi. “He was named ATA Driver of the Year in

2014 and participates in the annual ATA truck driving champi-

onships each year. He received a letter of commendation in

2014 from former Governor Sean Parnell for his driver of the

year award and from Governor Walker for his awards.” He also

received a letter of congratulations from Joe Marushack, presi-

dent of ConocoPhillips Alaska, and Janet Weiss, president of BP

Alaska, for helping these Lynden customers continue to safely

perform their work.

“For 43 years, John has been climbing behind the wheel and

doing his job safely and as the quiet professional,” added Lyn-

den Chairman Jim Jansen. “He exemplifies the Lynden Everyday

Heroes who consistently, efficiently and safely serve our cus-

tomers. John has set the standard for drivers on the haul road

with a spotless safety record. We are proud of him and his com-

mitment to safety while driving in the most challenging condi-

tions in the nation.”

Fluor’s phosphate megaproject 

begins production

Fluor Corp. announced Aug. 10, that the Ma’aden Wa’ad Al-

Shamal Phosphate Co.’s Umm Wu’al phosphate project in Saudi

Arabia has started production of ammonia, merchant-grade acid

and fertilizer. Fluor is providing overall program management

services for this $8 billion megaproject, in addition to engineer-

ing, procurement and operations and readiness services for vari-

ous scopes.

“As part of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, this world-class proj-

ect will have a long-lasting impact on the region, as it diversifies

the country’s economy and creates local job opportunities for

citizens,” said Tony Morgan, president of Fluor’s mining and

metals business. “After less than four years from the start of the

execution phase, we are proud to have partnered with Ma’aden

to bring this facility to production. We look forward to continu-

ing our partnership with Ma’aden in developing their next

phase of mining projects in Saudi Arabia through our recently

signed memorandum of understanding.”

Production has begun on diammonium phosphate fertilizer,

merchant-grade acid and ammonia. Phosphate serves as a key el-

ement in fertilizer for agricultural crops. As one of the largest

integrated phosphate fertilizer plants in the world, the facility

will help meet global food supply needs by delivering 3 million

metric tons per annum of diammonium phosphate and nitro-

gen, phosphorous and potash fertilizers. 

With a peak site workforce of 28,000 from more than 50 na-

tionalities, Fluor implemented its world-class safety programs,

including its Life CriticalSM program, to support the project. As

a result of these programs, the project has achieved more than

46 million consecutive work hours without a lost-time incident. 

MWSPC is a joint venture between The Saudi Arabian Mining

Co., The Mosaic Co. and Saudi Arabia Basic Industries Corp.
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“John is a true professional,” said Lynden Transport Presi-

dent Paul Grimaldi. “He was named ATA Driver of the Year in

2014 and participates in the annual ATA truck driving champi-

onships each year. He received a letter of commendation in

2014 from former Governor Sean Parnell for his driver of the

year award and from Governor Walker for his awards.” He also

received a letter of congratulations from Joe Marushack, presi-

dent of ConocoPhillips Alaska, and Janet Weiss, president of BP

Alaska, for helping these Lynden customers continue to safely

“For 43 years, John has been climbing behind the wheel and

doing his job safely and as the quiet professional,” added Lyn-

den Chairman Jim Jansen. “He exemplifies the Lynden Everyday

Heroes who consistently, efficiently and safely serve our cus-

tomers. John has set the standard for drivers on the haul road

with a spotless safety record. We are proud of him and his com-

mitment to safety while driving in the most challenging condi-

Fluor’s phosphate megaproject 

begins production

Fluor Corp. announced Aug. 10, that the Ma’aden Wa’ad Al-

Shamal Phosphate Co.’s Umm Wu’al phosphate project in Saudi

Arabia has started production of ammonia, merchant-grade acid

and fertilizer. Fluor is providing overall program management

services for this $8 billion megaproject, in addition to engineer-

ing, procurement and operations and readiness services for vari-

“As part of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, this world-class proj-

ect will have a long-lasting impact on the region, as it diversifies

the country’s economy and creates local job opportunities for

citizens,” said Tony Morgan, president of Fluor’s mining and

metals business. “After less than four years from the start of the

execution phase, we are proud to have partnered with Ma’aden

to bring this facility to production. We look forward to continu-

ing our partnership with Ma’aden in developing their next

phase of mining projects in Saudi Arabia through our recently

signed memorandum of understanding.”

Production has begun on diammonium phosphate fertilizer,

merchant-grade acid and ammonia. Phosphate serves as a key el-

ement in fertilizer for agricultural crops. As one of the largest

integrated phosphate fertilizer plants in the world, the facility

will help meet global food supply needs by delivering 3 million

metric tons per annum of diammonium phosphate and nitro-

gen, phosphorous and potash fertilizers. 

With a peak site workforce of 28,000 from more than 50 na-

tionalities, Fluor implemented its world-class safety programs,

including its Life CriticalSM program, to support the project. As

a result of these programs, the project has achieved more than

46 million consecutive work hours without a lost-time incident. 

MWSPC is a joint venture between The Saudi Arabian Mining

Co., The Mosaic Co. and Saudi Arabia Basic Industries Corp.
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ON THE JOB: Maritime Helicopters

Photos courtesy Maritime Helicopters

Maritime Helicopters, servingAlaska since 1973.

We are an Alaskan owned business offering services forthe Western Aleutians, HighArctic, North Slope, Southeastand Interior regions of Alaska.
Clockwise from top: ResearchVessel Maritime Maid offers amobile support-base with an8,000 mile range allowing helicopter operations in remoteareas including the westernAleutian Islands. 

A communications hut beingair-lifted from Kenai worksiteto an area inaccessible by roadsas part of pipeline 
upgrades.

A winter landing on an indus-trial platform delivering crewand supplies with year-round,dependable service.

Firefighter and one of MaritimeHelicopters’ Bell 407s stand byas another returns from awater-drop in the distance during the Funny River Fire on the Kenai Peninsula.
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Advertising

The Local Pages

4910 Amelia Earhart Dr. Ste. 1

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Contact: Contact: Kindsey Blackburn, Market-

ing Assistant
Phone: (801) 963-1702 ex400

Fax: (801) 988-1171

Email: thall@thelocalpages.net

Alaska Contact: Kim Bogden, Outside Sales

Manager/Alaska Regional Manager

Phone: (907) 720-9635

TLP is dedicated to making The Best Phone

Book in Town. We focus primarily on smaller

communities, providing personalized, in-depth

information specific to each coverage area.

Air Passenger/Charter & Support

Alaska Air Cargo

Horizon Air Cargo

P.O. Box 68900 SEAFZ

Seattle, WA 98168

Contact: Joe Samudovsky, Director of Sales

Phone: (206) 392-5112 or 800-2ALASKA

Fax: (206) 392-2641

E-mail: joe.samudovsky@alaskaair.com

Website: www.alaskacargo.com

Award winning cargo services to more places,

more often, with more lift to, from, and

within the state of Alaska.

Bald Mountain Air Service Inc. 

P.O. Box 3134
Homer, AK 99603

Contact: Gary Porter, Director of Operations

Phone: (907) 235-7976

Fax: (907) 235-6602

Email: coordinator@baldmountainair.com

Website: www.baldmountainair.com

Bald Mountain Air Service specializes in off air-

port operations supporting mining, oil & gas

exploration and tourism. Twin and single tur-

bine powered DeHavilland Otters. 

Egli Air Haul
P.O. Box 169
King Salmon, AK  99613

Contact: Sam Egli

Phone: (907) 246-3554

Fax:  (907) 246-3654

E-mail: egliair@bristolbay.com

Website: www.egliair.com

Serving Alaska since 1982, we perform a wide

variety of flight operations, including helicop-

ter and airplane charter, aerial survey, and spe-

cialized operations such as external load work,

powerline maintenance, aerial filming and

videography.

Last Frontier Air Ventures

39901 N. Glenn Hwy. 

Sutton, AK 99674

Contact: Dave King, owner

Phone: (907) 745-5701

Fax: (907) 745-5711

E-mail: helicopter@LFAV.com

Anchorage Base (907) 272-8300

Website: www.LFAV.com

Helicopter support statewide for mineral ex-

ploration, survey, research and development,

slung cargo, video/film projects, telecom sup-

port, tours, crew transport, heli skiing. Short

and long term contracts.

Lynden Inc. 
Alaska Marine Lines

Alaska West Express
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Fluor celebrates 20 years of Irving Oil alliance

Fluor Corp. recently celebrated 20 years of providing engi-

neering, procurement and construction support services for Irv-

ing Oil Ltd. Since 1997, Fluor has supported projects ranging

from sustaining capital to major growth projects at Irving Oil’s

refinery and marine terminal in Saint John, New Brunswick,

Canada.

Fluor's personnel are integrated with the Irving Oil team

working on site at Canada’s largest refinery. About 100 projects

are carried out each year by the joint site team with an execu-

tion capability of up to $300 million annually. The team has

saved more than $100 million through value creation efforts

over the past 13 years and has worked more than seven years

without a single recordable incident.

“We are proud to work alongside Fluor team members each

and every day on our site as we continue to create jobs and de-

liver projects together safely,” said Mark Sherman, vice presi-

dent and chief operating officer of Irving Oil.

“With similar values and a strong cultural alignment, we are

honored to celebrate this milestone in the Irving Oil and Fluor

relationship,” said Mark Fields, president of Fluor’s energy and

chemicals business in the Americas. “The success of this al-

liance is a testament to the results that are achieved when per-

sonnel are truly blended as one team with a common goal of

high-quality project delivery. With our flexibility and strong

project execution expertise, we will continue to partner with

Irving Oil to deliver safe, on-schedule and capital-efficient proj-

ects.”
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Lynden Air Cargo answers the call for emergency aid

Virgin Islands, St. Croix, Grand Turk Island and Providenciales Island. The company is espe-
cially grateful to their flight crews and flight operations staff who have performed
admirably while working under constantly changing conditions with limited information.

Editor’s note: Some of these items will appear in the next Arctic Oil & Gas Directory, a
full color magazine that serves as a marketing tool for Petroleum News’ contracted adver-
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AECOM announces Andrews as its student intern 
AECOM, a premier, fully integrated global infrastructure firm, recently announced that it

has hired Corissa Andrews to support its Alaska operations as a student intern. In this role,

Andrews will provide project and administrative support to
Anchorage’s 700 G Street location.“I am eager to announce that Corissa Andrews has joined our
team,” said AECOM Alaska Operations Manager Laura Young.
“Corissa is a bright talent who has considerable interest in environ-
mental engineering and sustainable infrastructure development.” 

Andrews is a 2017 graduate of Robert Service High School in
Anchorage, Alaska where she was enrolled in advanced placement
studies. She will enroll at Washington State University in Pullman
during the fall of 2017, majoring in environmental engineering. She
has been enrolled in German language studies for six years, has
earned the Seal of Biliteracy, and plans to earn a dual major in
German. Andrews is a lifelong Alaskan and a shareholder at Sealaska Corp., an Alaska

Native regional corporation.

PND engineer addresses fish waste management 
PND Engineers Inc. said July 12 that a chapter by Alex Jefferies, PE, a hydraulic engineer

with PND’s Anchorage office, is included in a newly published textbook intended to help

educators engage youth in discussions about the past, present, and future role of animals

in science education. “Engineering a Solution for Managing Fish Waste” is the third chapter

in the book, “Animals and Science Education — Ethics, Curriculum and Pedagogy,” and is

one example of animals as the focus of science education. In Jeffries case, her studies led

to an engineering solution thatcontributes to ecosystems, mitigat-ing issues ranging from safety andpollution to odors and aesthetics. Nathan Harris, EIT, also with theAnchorage office, and BrandiOpsahl, EIT, who joined PND upongraduation but has since moved toWashington, receive a credit in thechapter as well, for contributing toJeffries’ fish grinder project whilestudents at UAA, as part of theirsenior design project. Jeffries was approached to write the chapter by Dr. Michael P Mueller, a professor with

the College of Education at the University of Alaska Anchorage, after she earned attention

for her invention of a fish-waste disposal system. In 2014, she was awarded U.S. Patent

8,833,682 B2 for a water-powered fish carcass disposal system, an innovation inspired by

growing up on the Kenai Peninsula among fishermen, salmon and wildlife. She designed a

system that floats in a body of water, grinds fish carcasses into pieces, and returns them to

the water. The goal is to decrease human-bear interactions by more thoroughly disposing of

fish remains that otherwise attract dangerous predators to populated river areas.

Jeffries graduated from UAA with a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering in 2011, and

completed her master’s in civil engineering earlier this year. Editor’s note: Some of these items will appear in the next Arctic Oil & Gas Directory,

a full color magazine that serves as a marketing tool for Petroleum News’ contracted

advertisers. The next edition will be released in September.
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

COMPANY LIST

• Your news gets featured
•  Company photos promote

your business
•  You’re included in the

buyer’s guide

Exposure in co-op ads for your customers

As a contracted advertiser your company would be listed in the co-op 
ads that run at least 10 times a year in Petroleum News, congratulating 
oil companies for new discoveries, field start-ups, entering Alaska, and 
welcoming new oil company presidents or managers to the state.
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In addition to replacing all the natural gas it sold last 

year, in the Cook Inlet basin Hilcorp Alaska has upped 

oil production by increasing drilling. The company’s 

exciting new developments are expected to yield 

tens of millions of barrels of oil each — upper West 

Foreland, King Salmon and Steelhead platforms, and 

Granite Point.

On the North Slope drilling at Milne Point drove up 

production and Northstar work replaced declining 

output by switching formations. Hilcorp’s Moose pad 

will be the first new pad at Milne since 2002. 

Drilling is targeted to begin in fourth quarter 2018, 

with 50-70 wells and first production in November 

2018, peaking at 16,000 bpd.

Also at Milne, Hilcorp plans the first ever polymer 

flood for the North Slope, estimated to increase 

recovery of viscous oil by 30-50 million barrels.

Hilcorp is pursuing regulatory approval for its $1 

billion Liberty project, with peak production targeted 

at 70,000 bpd and a 20-30 year field life. 
David Wilkins, senior vice president , 

Hilcorp Alaska
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In addition to replacing all the natural gas it sold last 

year, in the Cook Inlet basin Hilcorp Alaska has upped 

oil production by increasing drilling. The company’s 

exciting new developments are expected to yield 

tens of millions of barrels of oil each — upper West 

Foreland, King Salmon and Steelhead platforms, and 

Granite Point.

On the North Slope drilling at Milne Point drove up 

production and Northstar work replaced declining 

output by switching formations. Hilcorp’s Moose pad 

will be the first new pad at Milne since 2002. 

Drilling is targeted to begin in fourth quarter 2018, 

with 50-70 wells and first production in November 

2018, peaking at 16,000 bpd.

Also at Milne, Hilcorp plans the first ever polymer 

flood for the North Slope, estimated to increase 

recovery of viscous oil by 30-50 million barrels.

Hilcorp is pursuing regulatory approval for its $1 

billion Liberty project, with peak production targeted 

at 70,000 bpd and a 20-30 year field life. 
David Wilkins, senior vice president , 
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Hats off to 
ConocoPhillips!
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This winter will be the biggest North 
Slope exploration drilling season since 

2002. Hats off to drillers ConocoPhillips 
(5 wells), Armstrong (2 wells) and 

Glacier (1 well) for their continued 
investment in new oil production 

opportunities in Alaska. Joe Marushack, 
President of ConocoPhillips Alaska

CO-OP ADVERTISEMENTS



Doing business in Alaska or Canada’s Arctic? 
Don’t be left out of Petroleum News.
Petroleum News is a weekly oil and gas newspaper based in 
Anchorage, Alaska, that is distributed in both a traditional 
print format and online as an eBook. As of September 1, 2017 
paid readership was 21,000 using a conservative multiple of 
three readers per issue, but excluding newsstand, conference 
copies and thousands of web hits each week from individuals 
not signed up as paid subscribers.

The newspaper’s primary news coverage area is Alaska and 
Canada’s Arctic, on and offshore.

Core readership is in Alaska, where Petroleum News captures 
95% of the professionals and executives in
the oil and gas industry, along with about 70% of the 
executives in related government, transportation and 
construction sectors.

The newspaper’s secondary audience is in Canada’s Arctic, 
where Petroleum News is best known for its coverage of Arctic 
exploration.

Why Petroleum News is best for you
The edge Petroleum News has over other publications is 
the excellence and timeliness of its news, 90% of which 
is generated by a cadre of experienced writers — versus 
reprinting wire services stories or industry puff pieces.

Our writers scout for news the old-fashioned way — digging 
through agency files, scrutinizing SEC filings, and developing 

contacts within oil companies — because industry 
executives want the latest, most insightful news. They don’t 
have time to waste on dated information reprocessed to fit an 
editorial calendar compiled months earlier.

Why is no editorial calendar better for you?
Because your ad has a better chance of getting noticed in 
a newspaper that is being read. The alternative is placing 
ads in publications that surround your message with stale, 
repackaged ‘news’ designed to hook advertisers, not readers.

Add a hotlink to your ad
A hotlink to your web site can be placed in your ad in 
Petroleum News’ online edition at no extra charge. 
Email production@petroleumnews.com for details.

Contact Information 
Petroleum News
Petroleum Newspapers of Alaska (PNA)
P.O. Box 231647
Anchorage, Alaska 99523
Main phone: 907.522.9469
www.petroleumnews.com

Conferences = MORE EXPOSURE
Conference distribution gives advertisers more exposure. 
Ask our sales representatives for the schedule of local, 
national and international conferences Petroleum News 
will be distributed at in the next year. It is updated 
monthly for your convenience.

PETROLEUM NEWS MARKETING & ADVERTISING BROCHURE                 – Going ‘beyond advertising’ to market your business –

If your annual contract exceeds $7,100

We’ll profile your company  We’ll have our writers work with you on a
two-page Q&A company profile that will appear in the Arctic Oil & Gas 
Directory. Afterwards, you can frame it or use it as a company brochure 
or flyer.

 We’ll give you free online advertising. When Petroleum News readers 
click on articles each week they will see your ad, which will appear in 
rotation on the current story pages. The size of your annual contract 
determines the size of your online ad. WEB ADSWEB ADS
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Q. What is the official name of your

company?

A. CONAM Construction Co.

Q. Is your firm a subsidiary or affiliate

of other companies? If so, please name

those firms and their relationship to your

company.

A. CONAM Construction Company is

owned by and one of the many Operating

Units of Quanta Services Inc., a S&P 500

company (PWR). 

Additionally, we are partners with

Alaska native organizations such as Tikigaq

/ CONAM, LLC and AMES 1 / CONAM JV.

Q. What do you most want people to

know about your company? 

CONAM is a great company to work for.

The safety and wellbeing of our employees

is our top pri-

ority. Our

management

adheres to

strict ethic

guidelines; we

treat each individual that we work for, and

that works for us, with great respect. Fur-

thermore, we would like people to know

that regardless of how challenging, remote,

or harsh projects may be, our experience

in Alaska construction and maintenance is

second to none — we have innovative so-

lutions to the most difficult problems.

From the Kenai Peninsula to the farthest

reaches of the North Slope, CONAM has

been there and built that. 

Q. Where is your company located?

A. Our main office is located in Anchor-

age, Alaska. We also have facilities in

Nikiski on the Kenai Peninsula and in

Deadhorse.

Q. What year was the company

founded and by whom? 

A. The company was formed in 1984 by

veterans of the Alaska oil and gas industry. 

Q. What is your company’s primary

business activity?

A. Our primary business activity is to

provide heavy industrial construction and

maintenance services to the oil and gas in-

dustry, the mining industry and remote vil-

lage infrastructure projects. We are a gen-

eral contractor with construction capabili-

ties that include construction and

CONAM, working challenging projects 

the competitors aren’t willing to tackle

Full-service contractor providing safety, quality and customer satisfaction for over 30 years

Continued on next page
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COMPANY PROFILES



Advertising Rates
SIZE 1X RATE 6X RATE  12X RATE 26X RATE 52X RATE

Full Page $1,945 $1,850 $1,750 $1,655 $1,555

1/2 Page $1,340 $ 1,275 $1,210 $1,140  $1,070

1/3 Page $1,025 $975 $925  $870  $820

1/4 Page $720 $685 $650 $610 $575

1/8 Page $515 $490 $465 $440 $410

1/12 Page $395 $375 $355 $335 $315

Banner $335 $320 $300 $285 $270

Add $200 per additional process or spot color.
Add $400 for four-color process.

Advertising Dimensions
SIZE WIDTH HEIGHT

Full page 9.818” (4 col) 14.5”

1/2 pg (island) 7.3” (3 col) 10”

1/2 pg (horiz) 9.818” (4 col) 7.5”

1/2 pg (vert) 4.818” (2 col) 14.5”

1/3 pg (horiz) 9.818” (4 col) 5”

1/3 pg (square) 7.3” (3 col) 7.25”

1/4 pg (horiz) 9.818” (4 col) 4”

1/4 pg (vert) 4.818” (2 col) 7.5”

1/4 pg (square) 7.3” (3 col) 5”

1/8 pg (horiz) 7.3” (3 col) 2.5”

1/8 pg (vert) 2.3” (1 col) 7”

1/8 pg (square) 4.818” (2 col) 3.75”

1/12 pg (horiz) 4.818” (2 col) 2.5”

1/12 pg (vert) 2.3” (1 col) 5”

Banner (horiz) 4.818” (2 col) 1.75”

Banner (vert) 2.3” (1 col) 3”

General information & specs 
Effective date: Rates effective January 1, 2018

Frequency: Petroleum News is a weekly, full color, tabloid 
newspaper; publication date is Sunday, but it is posted at 
www.PetroleumNews.com the Friday before.

Deadline: Space reservation deadline is 12 days prior to the 
Sunday publication date; ad copy is due 10 days prior to 
publication date.

Non-profit, political and legal ads: 30% off open rates.

Printing/mechanical specifications: Petroleum News is 
printed on 27# newsprint stock using an 85-line screen. The 
page trim size is 11 1/2” x 16.”

Inserts accepted: Ask our salespeople for details.

Production specifications: Ads should be submitted 
electronically. Files must be at least 300 dpi. The image 
should be the same size as the space reserved. We prefer 
PDFs but we’ll also accept EPS files with fonts outlined, 
JPEG and TIFF files. All layers and transparencies must be 
flattened in submitted material. We’ll also accept Quark and 
InDesign files as long as all art and fonts are included.

Production charges: $80 flat fee (for ads not camera-ready).

Placement: You are given the opportunity to request 
placement in a specific section of Petroleum News.
We will make every attempt to meet your request but cannot 
guarantee placement unless you secure it with a 10% 
surcharge.

Reserve right to reject ads: We reserve the right to reject 
any advertising we deem objectionable. 

Advertising agencies: Approved advertising agencies will 
receive a 15% discount on the net price.

PETROLEUM NEWS MARKETING & ADVERTISING BROCHURE                 – Going ‘beyond advertising’ to market your business –

petroleumnews.com


