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Change afoot in Alberta: royalties
get tweaking, new directions
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7Blackbeard casts doubt on ultra-deep: Gulf OCS wildcat

hits higher than expected pressure, falls short of target

12 AOGCC finalizes Kustatan gas ruling: Commission
issues pool rules, spacing and drilling exemptions for Forest Oil

12 Agrium’s coal facility moves forward: Blue Sky coal
gasification project to create blueprint for bankable commercial deal

Latest Petroleum Directory inside

The third quarter 2006 Petroleum Directory contains contact informa-
tion for active oilfield service and supply companies doing business in
Alaska and northern Canada plus 46 articles, profiles and news briefs.
Among others, feature stories include Traversing the Northwest
Passage (page 8), Bill Stamps hard at work in Calagary for Core Energy
(page 11), and Property on the block in ANWR (page 14).

Costs pose threat
Minister uneasy about new Mac numbers; warns gas line can’t bear more delays

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

wo obstacles keep growing for the
Mackenzie Gas Project, but the one
that most disturbs Northwest
Territories cabinet minister Brendan

Bell is the rising costs.
He candidly admits he is “not looking

forward” to a time this fall when project
operator Imperial Oil lays out its updated
budget.

That’s when the common betting has
the price tag jumping from C$7.5 billion
to somewhere close to C$10 billion,
which puts the venture on the borderline.

Tom Ebbern, an analyst at Tristone
Capital, figures the development of
Mackenzie Delta gas is economic with
crude oil at US$60-$70 a barrel and natu-
ral gas at US$7-$9 per million British
thermal units.

Imperial Vice President Randy
Broiles, announcing a new evaluation of
the cost projections in June, said the soar-
ing cost of labor and materials forced the
partners to take a second look at their
budget.

Imperial has yet to establish a
breakeven point or say when the new esti-

“The project can’t
withstand any more
delays. This (the
panel delay) has got
to be it.” —Brendan
Bell, NWT minister
of industry, tourism
and investmentsee MAC COSTS page 16

T

Canadian aboriginals set stage
to bid on major oil sands leases

Canadian aboriginals are on the move in the oil patch, taking
a first step toward a possible joint venture with their U.S. coun-
terparts to develop an oil sands project and gaining a seat on the
National Energy Board.

A First Nations economic
development conference in
Edmonton this fall could see
the groundwork laid for an
aboriginal enterprise to bid on
major oil sands leases. 

Conference Chairman Dale
Swampy, chief executive offi-
cer of the Samson Cree First
Nations Corp. in Alberta, said U.S. tribes are looking for ways to
invest their profits from casinos and are showing interest in oil
and gas opportunities.

He said the focus of the Oct. 24-27 conference, which expects
750 attendees this year and 3,000 in 2007, will be on forming
major partnerships and learning from those who have succeeded
in economic ventures.

“We want to be a major
part of it too, but it’s
going to take a large

investment.” 
—Dale Swampy, CEO, Samson

Cree First Nations Corp.

see SHARE page 16

Homer gas line proposed
Enstar would carry gas from Chevron unit; infrastructure could encourage exploration

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum News

t seems that the question of supplying the city of
Homer on Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula with natural
gas has been an on-again/off-again debate for sev-
eral years. Government facilities, businesses and

residents could all benefit from energy cost savings
that gas could bring. But, although there are gas fields
on the Kenai Peninsula, swinging the economics of
developing a gas infrastructure to support the rela-
tively small Homer population has proved elusive.

In what it describes as “thinking out of the box,”
Enstar Natural Gas Co. has proposed leveraging a
known gas pool that Unocal (now part of Chevron)
discovered in 2004 in the Nikolaevsk unit, approxi-
mately 14 miles southeast of Ninilchik on the
Peninsula. The Unocal discovery came from drilling

two wells from the Red pad in the Nikolaevsk unit.
Enstar would build a high-pressure gas transmis-

sion line north from the Red pad to the southern end
of the Kenai Kachemak pipeline, and due south from

I

see HOMER page 10

AGPA aims for early start
Econ One: Without 3-year head start, economic value of LNG project can evaporate

By KRISTEN NELSON
Petroleum News

s the Alaska Gasline Port Authority
project economic compared to a high-
way project? 

The Alaska Legislature asked Econ
One Research to do an analysis of the liq-
uefied natural gas project and Aug. 24
and 25 in Fairbanks the Senate Special
Committee on Natural Gas Development
heard the results. 

Tony Finizza told legislators that
while a 4.3 billion-cubic-foot-a-day natural gas high-
way project has a higher netback than LNG delivered
to the West Coast, if the port authority can get gas to
market three years before the highway line the lower
netback for LNG is more than offset by the net pres-

ent value of monetizing gas early. 
That advantage disappears if the LNG

component is delayed, said Finizza, an
Econ One consultant and chief economist
for ARCO from 1975 to 1998.

Project description
The port authority, represented by its

board chairman, Jim Whitaker, mayor of
the Fairbanks North Star Borough, attorney
Bill Walker and Radoslav Shipkoff of
Greengate LLC, financial consultant to the
port authority, told committee members it

proposes to build a big gas line from the North Slope
to Delta Junction and a smaller line to Valdez. It
would only move 1.2 bcf a day of gas for liquefaction

I
Steve Porter, deputy
commissioner of the
Alaska Department
of Revenue

see AGPA page 14
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Rig Owner/Rig Type Rig No. Rig  Location/Activity  Operator or Status 

Alaska Rig Status
North Slope - Onshore

Doyon Drilling
Dreco 1250 UE 14 (SCR/TD) XPad - X-27 BP
Sky Top Brewster NE-12 15 (SCR/TD) Kuparuk 1J-102 ConocoPhillips
Dreco 1000 UE 16 (SCR) Workover D-3A BP
Dreco D2000 UEBD 19 (SCR/TD) Alpine CD4-320 ConocoPhillips
OIME 2000 141 (SCR/TD) Kuparuk 1J-137 ConocoPhillips
TSM 7000 Arctic Fox #1 Stacked in Yard Pioneer Natural Resources

Kuukpik 5 In OTI yard Anchorage, 
being modified for Slope work ConocoPhillips

Nabors Alaska Drilling
Trans-ocean rig CDR-1 (CT) Stacked, Prudhoe Bay Available
Dreco 1000 UE 2-ES Rig maintenance BP
Mid-Continental U36A 3-S 2C-09 ConocoPhillips
Oilwell 700 E 4-ES (SCR) Milne Point C-14 BP
Dreco 1000 UE 7-ES (SCR/TD) Z-19Ai BPP
Dreco 1000 UE 9-ES (SCR/TD) L-204 BP
Oilwell 2000 Hercules 14-E (SCR) Stacked at Cape Simpson FEX
Oilwell 2000 Hercules 16-E (SCR/TD) Under contract for drilling 

at Gwydyr Bay Brooks Range Petroleum
Oilwell 2000 17-E (SCR/TD) Stacked, Point McIntyre Available
Emsco Electro-hoist -2 18-E (SCR) Stacked, Deadhorse Available
OIME 1000 19-E (SCR) Stacked, Deadhorse Available
Emsco Electro-hoist Varco TDS3 22-E (SCR/TD) Stacked, Milne Point Available
Emsco Electro-hoist 28-E (SCR) Stacked, Deadhorse Available
OIME 2000 245-E Stacked, Kuparuk Available
Emsco Electro-hoist Canrig 1050E 27-E (SCR-TD) DS 15-39A BP

Nordic Calista Services
Superior 700 UE 1 (SCR/CTD) Prudhoe Bay C-06b BP
Superior 700 UE 2 (SCR/CTD) Prudhoe Bay L5-16 BP
Ideco 900 3 (SCR/TD) Prudhoe G-21 BP

North Slope - Offshore
Nabors Alaska Drilling
Oilwell 2000 33-E Moving BP

Cook Inlet Basin – Onshore
Aurora Well Service
Franks 300 Srs. Explorer III AWS 1 Workover Moquawkie #1 Aurora Gas

Marathon Oil Co. (Inlet Drilling Alaska labor contractor)
Taylor Glacier 1 Cannery Loop #12 Marathon

Nabors Alaska Drilling
National 110 UE 160 (SCR) Stacked, Kenai Available
Continental Emsco E3000 273 Stacked, Kenai Available
Franks 26 Stacked Available
IDECO 2100 E 429E (SCR) Stacked, removed from Osprey platform Available
Rigmaster 850 129 Stacked in Kenai Available

Cook Inlet Basin – Offshore

Unocal (Nabors Alaska Drilling labor contractor)
Not Available

XTO Energy
National 1320 A Platform A no drilling or workovers at present XTO
National 110 C (TD) Idle XTO

Mackenzie Rig Status
Canadian Beaufort Sea

Seatankers (AKITA Equtak labor contract)
SSDC CANMAR Island Rig #2 SDC Set down at Roland Bay Devon ARL Corp.

Mackenzie Delta-Onshore
AKITA Equtak
Dreco 1250 UE 62 (SCR/TD) Stacked in Tuktoyaktuk, NT EnCana

Yukon Territories Rig Status
Northwest Territories

Ensign Resources Svc. Grp.
Jackknife Double 55 Racked in Ft. Nelson

AKITA/Kaska
National 80UE 58 Stacked in Fort Liard, NT (to drill in BC) Suncor

Alaska - Mackenzie Rig Report
The Alaska - Mackenzie Rig Report as of August 31, 2006. 

Active drilling companies only listed.

TD = rigs equipped with top drive units  WO = workover operations  
CT = coiled tubing operation  SCR = electric rig

This rig report was prepared by Alan Bailey

Baker Hughes North America rotary rig counts*
Aug. 25 Aug. 18 Year Ago

US 1,756 1,762 1,444
Canada 489 471 509
Gulf 97 94 96

Highest/Lowest
US/Highest 4530 December 1981
US/Lowest 488 April 1999
Canada/Highest 558 January 2000
Canada/Lowest 29 April 1992

*Issued by Baker Hughes since 1944

The Alaska - Mackenzie Rig Report is sponsored by:
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PIPELINES & DOWNSTREAM
AOGCC to evaluate Prudhoe pipe changes

The Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission is going to evaluate BP
Exploration (Alaska)’s plan to reroute Prudhoe Bay unit eastern operating area pro-
duction and has tentatively scheduled a hearing for Sept. 26. 

The commission said it will evaluate the potential impact of BP’s plans on pools
within the Badami, Endicott and Prudhoe Bay fields, and may prescribe rules on
commingling of production and on production measuring equipment. 

At issue are new piping connections BP plans to install to reroute production in
the Prudhoe Bay unit from two eastern operating flow stations via the Endicott sales
line and to Pump Station No. 1 on the trans-Alaska pipeline and one EOA flow sta-
tion via the Lisburne pipeline. The commission said BP has also proposed connect-
ing the crude oil topping unit to the Endicott sales line and to construct new facilities
at Pump Station 1. The proposed work includes new piping connections to reroute
production from Flow Station 1, Flow Station 2 and Flow Station 3 to Pump Station
1. The commission said BP also proposes to connect the crude oil topping unit to the
Endicott sales line to enable resumption of diesel fuel production, and to have
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. construct new facilities at Pump Station 1 to handle
pigging solids from EOA and western operating area lines.

Production from the Prudhoe Bay EOA was shut-in Aug. 6 after BP found oil
staining on transit line insulation and a small leak from a transit line while investi-
gating indications of corrosion in the transit line obtained from a smart pig run. 

—PETROLEUM NEWS

EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION
Revised Deep Panuke plan unveiled

New England natural gas consumers could have access to a new supply source in
2010 now that EnCana has filed revised plans for its Deep Panuke project offshore
Nova Scotia.

That follows a June announcement by EnCana that it has reached an agreement
with the Nova Scotia government on fiscal terms.

After more than three years of rethinking, the Canadian independent has unveiled
a proposal to produce 300 million cubic feet per day from almost 1 trillion cubic feet
of reserves, down from its previous goal of 400 million. New reserve numbers will be
made public later this year.

It is not known at this stage how much the original budget of C$1.1 billion will be
affected by several changes, including:

• Subsea wells and tiebacks instead of platform wells.
• Leasing a single jack-up rig for a mobile offshore production unit rather than con-

struction of three fixed platforms which EnCana would have owned.
• A tripling of polluted water to be discharged into the ocean.
In reducing the gas export capacity, EnCana has prolonged the expected operating

life to 13 years from 11.5 years, improving the overall economics of Deep Panuke.
The company is now weighing two options bringing the gas onshore: Building its

own undersea pipeline to tie in with the Maritimes & Northeast pipeline, which car-
ries gas to New England from the nearby Sable field or building a subsea pipeline to
interconnect with the Sable pipeline at an offshore point.

EnCana hopes earlier development work submitted to regulators will accelerate the
approval process, allowing it to make a final go-ahead decision in late 2007.

It is also seeking a streamlined process, noting it has prior environmental
approvals.

However, the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board has promised full
public input, although the Ecology Action Center in Halifax said it will boycott any
review, saying it is disenchanted with the government “green light” attitude toward the
offshore industry.

The board is still inviting the public to say what it would like to address in the envi-
ronmental assessment.

—GARY PARK

● N A T U R A L  G A S

Gas line negotiations
to include lawmakers
Governor: Special session of Alaska Legislature could begin
Sept. 19, depends on poll of legislators by leadership

By KRISTEN NELSON
Petroleum News

laska Gov. Frank Murkowski said
Aug. 30 that he will call a special
session of the Legislature for Sept.
19, subject to indication from leg-

islative leadership that such a session to
work on the gas line fiscal contract would
be productive. 

He said the administration met with
House leadership, including Speaker John
Harris and Majority Leader John Coghill
and representatives of the producers Aug.
29. The producers agreed that the best way
to proceed was to involve members of the
Legislature selected by the leadership in
the negotiations with the producers over
issues in the contract that need to be
resolved. 

The Legislature identified items that it
needs to have resolved in the contract,
including fiscal certainty, project labor
agreements and dispute resolution. The
governor said the producers indicated
these items are negotiable and that they are
willing to pursue them. 

The Legislature has already met in two
special sessions this summer. 

House and Senate could not agree on

revisions to the state’s production sever-
ance tax in the regular session or the first
special session. The second special session
ended with agreement on a new produc-
tion tax, but no agreement on amendments
to the Alaska Stranded Gas Development
Act necessary for the administration to
move ahead on the fiscal contract the
administration has negotiated with North
Slope producers BP, ConocoPhillips and
ExxonMobil. 

Murkowski said members of the House
and Senate are being polled by leadership
on the merits of a special session and if
there is favorable response the special ses-
sion would be called for Tuesday, Sept. 19. 

Legislators would be selected by lead-
ership to be part of the negotiating team

A

see SESSION page 9

The governor said the producers
have said they will not accept a

contract if the reserves tax passes
— if the contract is signed before
the election, however, it contains

provisions which effectively nullify
the gas reserves tax.



By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

lberta is entering one of those rare
moments in its history, when political
change occurs. 

For almost three quarters of a cen-
tury, the province has been governed by
only two political parties — Social Credit
from 1935 to 1971 and the Conservatives
ever since — and six premiers (one of
whom lasted a mere
two years).

But, now that
Ralph Klein, under
pressure from within
his own party, has
agreed to step aside in
December after 12
years at the helm,
there’s an unusual
whiff of something
new in the air. 

And the
Conservatives, accustomed to landslide vic-
tories in provincial elections, are more on
edge than they ever have been. 

The polls suggest their popularity is
eroding, although they still hold a comfort-
able margin over their Liberal and New
Democratic rivals. 

Both the government and those cam-
paigning to replace Klein are paying close
attention to any negative sounds emanating
from voters. 

Petroleum industry fodder for debate
Not surprisingly, given the enormous

role oil and gas plays in the economic life of
Alberta, the petroleum industry is com-
manding the most attention and providing
endless fodder for debate. 

Consider just these issues: The stagger-
ing pace of development accompanied by a
growing clamor for a moratorium on oil
sands projects; the impact on land, water
and air; whether Albertans are being cheat-
ed out of their fair share of royalties; the
need to develop a longer-term answer to
training and retaining skilled workers; and
the government’s often-expressed determi-
nation to capture more from the value chain. 

Energy Minister Greg Melchin has
shown some of the first stirrings of action,
by tweaking some royalty programs and
taking a “first step” to encourage public
debate on what is labeled an Integrated
Energy Vision in a 16-page document
released Aug. 25. 

By late in September he may have
scrapped a handful of drilling incentives and
royalty tax credits worth almost C$500 mil-
lion a year to the industry. 

Royalty system a minefield
But neither he nor anyone in government

seems ready yet to tackle the largest, most
controversial issue of oil sands royalties.

The cuts that have been made, valued at
C$186 million a year, come a year after
government-appointed Auditor General
Fred Dunn challenged the validity of put-
ting millions of dollars in the pockets of
companies enjoying unprecedented cash
flows.

The phasing out or scaling back of obso-
lete incentives was taken in stride by the
industry, which concedes it was fully con-
sulted and expected the changes.

Gary Leach, executive director of the
Small Explorers and Producers Association
of Canada, representing 450 companies,
said his members “understand the govern-
ment wants to adjust programs that were put
in place at a time of low oil prices.”

The industry also seems resigned to los-
ing access to another C$300 million in tax
credits, which would be another big hit for
small producers.

But, for now, everyone is tip-toeing
around the minefield that could be triggered
if the government bows to pressure and
starts a public review of the entire royalty
system, including the oil sands, where pro-
ducers pay 1 percent of gross revenues until
the capital costs have been paid off, then 25
percent of net revenues.

Although the regime was implemented
during days when $20 per barrel oil made
headlines, both Melchin and the industry
have warned that tampering with what
exists could drive investors away.

They scorn a study commissioned by
three think-tanks which compared Alberta’s
average royalties of US$4.30 per barrel
against Norway’s US$14.10 and Alaska’s
US$11.60.

Province wants more 
petrochemical investment

The energy vision paper, while sweeping
in its scope and lacking hard specifics, is
built around Melchin’s oft-repeated theme
of capturing more of the energy sector’s
“value-added” products within Alberta.

To that end, he said the province is open
to offering incentives to those who will
invest in upgraders and refineries to bolster
the petrochemical sector.

The overall objective is an “integrated
approach to energy development, efficiency
and conservation” so that Alberta can “help
the industry reach its full potential and pro-
vide enhanced long-term economic benefits
and value-added jobs for Albertans.”

It’s not that the government had a drastic
change in mind, although it hopes to move
the industry beyond the physical integration
of oil and gas resources covering commod-
ity production processes, proximity and
byproducts, Melchin told a news conference
August 25.

He said the vision extends to “broader
factors like labor, capital, environmental
protection and management, as well as other

requirements that are necessary to obtain all
of the benefits inherent in developing
Alberta’s energy resources. Partnering of
the public and private sectors of our econo-
my will be critical to future energy develop-
ment,” Melchin said.

Currently, the industry accounts for 72
percent of Alberta’s C$80 billion in annual
merchandise exports, produced C$14.3 bil-
lion in royalties last year and provides direct
and indirect jobs for 300,000.

Standalone projects 
no longer make sense

But it no longer makes sense for the
province to develop its natural resources
through a “series of standalone projects,” he
said.

It’s time for a new direction that goes
beyond the mere extraction of raw
resources.

The government has already given an
indication of its thinking by backing a
recent study exploring a possible C$9 bil-
lion 450,000 barrel-per-day upgrader, refin-
ery and petrochemical complex.

The early findings suggest that undertak-
ing is technically feasible, but the costs of
labor and materials are too high to make the
venture economic.

But Melchin said he is not ruling out
financial incentives for companies willing
to make major investments in Alberta.

“I’m not certain what form it would
take,” he said. “This government isn’t going
to invest in companies for instance.”

The pressure on the government to inter-

vene is building as Imperial Oil, EnCana
and Husky Energy contemplate shelving
plans for an upgrader in Alberta and turning
instead to other options in the United States
or overseas.

Projects on the table right now carry a
price tag of about C$10 billion and that
spending could easily rise to C$25 billion if
more planned capacity comes on stream. It’s
not an opportunity the government wants to
see slip through its fingers.

Against that background, Melchin said it
“would be healthy if the leadership candi-
dates (seeking Klein’s job) and the public
wanted to get into more of the debate about
the future of an energy vision for the
province.”

Front runners endorse public review
Acknowledging the public concern over

whether Albertans are getting their fair
share from royalties, most of the front run-
ners in the campaign have endorsed a pub-
lic review of the current regime.

Without entering that debate, Melchin, in
his energy vision, said only that the
province has “the opportunity and the
responsibility to make the most of our ener-
gy inheritance.”

He was not concerned about trying to set
long-term policy directions ahead of Alberta
choosing a new premier, saying he has
never thought of the discussion paper as a
“static document … if we can find a better
way and a better idea to add to this, we
would engage that. As to what the future
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Stirrings of change in Alberta
Government slipping in polls as Klein’s departure nears; royalties get a tweaking; new directions sought to reap more from energy resources

A

Alberta Energy
Minister Greg
Melchin

see CHANGE page 6
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will hold, we can’t guarantee any of those
outcomes.”

With his focus on the value-added
aspects of the industry, he laid out six “inter-
related innovation challenges” the govern-

ment hopes will figure in the upcoming dis-
cussions:

• More economically and environmental-
ly sustainable methods of extracting oil and
gas.

• Developing technologies to create a
more diversified mix of fuels and other
higher-valued products from bitumen and

heavy oil.
• More efficient upgrading to lower cap-

ital and operating costs and reduce the envi-
ronmental impact.

• Using coal and other feedstocks,
including waste from oil sands, to produce
steam, hydrogen, synthetic gas and chemi-
cals.

• Reducing greenhouse gas and other
emissions by capturing, transporting and
storing carbon dioxide for use in enhanced
oil recovery.

• Putting a greater effort into alternative
and renewable energy technologies, such as
hydrogen fuel cells, geothermal and bio-
energy. ●

continued from page 5

CHANGE

E&P
Husky Energy has
something 
to bark about

Husky Energy has extended its
record for getting major projects fin-
ished on time and on budget.

In fact, its first oil sands project
ended up under budget, a rare if not
unprecedented achievement at a time
when overruns in the 50 percent range
produce little more than a resigned
shrug.

The Tucker operation in the Cold
Lake area of northeastern Alberta beat
its construction target of C$500 million,
Chief Executive Officer John Lau
announced, and is now on track to pro-
duce its first oil in November.

Peak production is expected to
exceed 30,000 barrels per day within
two years of start-up and Husky is
counting on extracting 350 million bar-
rels of bitumen over a 35-year lifespan.

Tucker has the added advantage of
having ready access to Husky’s Cold
Lake pipeline system and its heavy oil
upgrader at Lloydminster.

But the challenges are not over.
Bringing steam-injection projects on
stream, then up to full capacity has
tripped up experienced operators such
as Petro-Canada, Suncor Energy and
EnCana.

But Husky is confident enough to
push ahead with its Sunrise oil sands
project that is designed for staged con-
struction to a peak 200,000 bpd over 40
years as it draws down a 3.2 billion bar-
rel resource. The Tucker success comes
on the heels of Husky’s hopes of receiv-
ing regulatory approval to raise output
at its White Rose project offshore
Newfoundland to 125,000 bpd, up 25
percent from its authorized level.

The 72.5 percent operator of White
Rose, Husky said the field is currently
pumping 110,000 bpd since the intro-
duction of a fifth well in late June and
expects to add a sixth well before the
end of 2006.

—GARY PARK

● L A N D  &  L E A S I N G

Interior plans NPR-A, OCS sales
North Slope Natives, environmental groups
have concerns, Burton says: mitigation
measures for NPR-A sale will be stringent

By KRISTEN NELSON
Petroleum News

fficient use of energy, diversity of sources and increasing
production of hydrocarbons are how Acting Assistant
Secretary of the Interior Johnnie Burton describes three
major things that need to be done as part of a national

energy policy. 
Diversity of sources includes development of renewable

resources — particularly geothermal and wind. 
Burton told Petroleum News Aug. 21 in Anchorage that the

Bureau of Land Management has done a
lot with geothermal development and,
more recently, with wind. A wind farm
being developed in Idaho will generate
about 200 megawatts of electricity when
fully developed, she said, enough to take
care of about 50,000 homes, and Minerals
Management Service, responsible for off-
shore renewable energy, has received
applications for offshore wind. 

Alaska has a role to play in the increas-
ing production of hydrocarbons, she said. 

In her current role Burton, who is MMS
director, also has oversight of BLM and the
Office of Surface Mining. BLM and MMS
are the big federal onshore and offshore
land managers in Alaska, both with active
oil and gas leasing programs. 

“Alaska has been a difficult province to
work in because of the weather and the
lack of infrastructure,” Burton said, but she noted that over the
last couple of years MMS has been “contacted a lot by industry
and they are really interested in coming in, developing OCS
Alaska.” 

MMS has just announced its upcoming five-year plan for the
outer continental shelf (see sidebar) and there will be Chukchi
offerings, as well as the traditional Beaufort Sea lease sales and
possibly sales in a portion of the north Aleutian basin.

“I look at the next couple of years as being really key years
for development of OCS and when you look onshore Alaska,
the NPR-A is very, very important.” A sale in the eastern
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska will be held in September
and Burton said that although there has been a lot of litigation
over that sale “and people think we’re going to back off: we’re
not.” The work BLM did has been supported in the courts, she
said, noting that the upcoming sale, with some 80 different stip-

ulations, will be the most stringent sale BLM has held. 
There are concerns, she said, but “we know there’s some oil

there and industry is interested.” 

A lot of interest expected 
There is also interest in the upcoming Alaska OCS sales. 
“There is no doubt that there will be a lot of interest from

some of the major players. And we’re hoping some of the not-
so majors, but we know for sure that some of the majors have
great interest in all those areas so we hope it pans out,” Burton
said. 

The sales have also sparked environmental concerns, and
concerns from North Slope Natives. 

North Slope Borough Mayor Edward Itta came to
Washington, D.C., to meet with Burton right after he was elect-
ed. “And he expressed a real concern about the Chukchi and
wanted to make sure we did an EIS.” Burton said she assured
the mayor that there would be an environmental impact state-
ment, and said the Anchorage MMS office has been extremely
busy with the EIS for the Chukchi and a programmatic EIS for
the full five-year multiple Alaska OCS sales. 

Burton said she also met with Itta in Anchorage earlier in
August, and said his concern is “not just the environmental
impact, although that’s the big thing.” 

“It’s the impact on his people’s lifestyle, on his people’s cul-
ture, so the concerns are much broader than just having a rig in
the Beaufort Sea. It has to do with the people that are coming
up to the North Slope, the lifestyle that is developing on the
North Slope, all the societal impacts that it has.” 

Burton said Itta “really does not like offshore drilling” but
realizes it is probably coming whether he likes it or not “so his
request is for us to please work with him, keep him informed”
and consult with him. “There could be some give and take on
how we design things and we will try to the utmost of our abil-
ity to do just that,” she said. 

Burton said Interior has also told the companies to be sure to
keep the borough and villages informed, and she said that Shell
has told her that they have met with the mayor and his staff and
the villages. 

The North Slope Natives are “never going to be very happy
with what activity will happen there” because of concerns that
it will lead to the destruction of their lifestyle. “But I think as
long as we keep them well informed ahead of time of what is
planned, we take into account their particular concerns and try

see SALES page 15
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“I look at the next
couple of years as
being really key
years for develop-
ment of OCS and
when you look
onshore Alaska, the
NPR-A is very, very
important.” 
—Acting Assistant
Secretary of the
Interior Johnnie
Burton

MMS has just announced its upcoming five-year plan
for the outer continental shelf (see sidebar) and there
will be Chukchi offerings, as well as the traditional

Beaufort Sea lease sales and possibly sales in a
portion of the north Aleutian basin.
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By RAY TYSON
For Petroleum News

lackbeard West No. 1, perhaps the
world’s most closely watched explo-
ration well because of its extremely
deep target, fell well short of its goal

and cast at least some doubt over the future
of “ultra-deep” drilling for natural gas on
the Gulf of Mexico’s outer continental
shelf. 

Blackbeard partner Newfield
Exploration said drilling on the
ExxonMobil-operated wildcat was halted at
30,067 feet, short of its primary targets
down to around 32,000 to 38,000 feet. The
well was spud in February 2005 and was
expected to take a year or longer to drill.

“The well failed to reach its primary tar-
gets because of higher than expected pres-
sure,” Newfield said Aug. 16. “The operator
is preparing to temporarily abandon the
well.”

Well believed to have 
cost $110 million

Newfield said it invested about $25 mil-
lion (net) to date in the drilling of the
Blackbeard West No. 1 well. The prospect
covers multiple blocks in the South
Timbalier and Ship Shoal areas offshore
Louisiana. The well is believed to have cost
around $110 million, which would rank
Blackbeard West among the most expen-
sive exploration wells yet drilled in the Gulf
of Mexico.

Rowan, which actually drilled
Blackbeard using its Tarzan-class Scooter
Yeargain jack-up rig, had expected drilling
revenues from the Blackbeard contract to
range from $28 million to as much as $35
million, depending upon rig time. However,
the company also warned that drilling costs
could escalate far beyond $35 million
should equipment problems develop down
hole where pressures and temperatures
below 25,000 feet were expected to be
extreme. Bottom hole temperatures were
expected to range from 400 to 600 degrees. 

The Blackbeard West well is on South
Timbalier block 168 in 70 feet of water, in
an area known as Treasure Island. Newfield
said the well encountered only a thin gas
bearing sand below 30,000 feet. The
Blackbeard West structure was believed to
be so large it could easily house 1-to 5 tril-
lion cubic feet of gas reserves. 

“Although disappointed that we were
unable to test our primary objectives, we
have learned a great deal about drilling
ultra-deep wells,” said David Trice,
Newfield’s chief executive officer. “This
has been a challenging well to test a true
frontier play.”

Newfield will continue 
to invest in play

Despite falling short of its goal,
Newfield said it was “sufficiently encour-
aged to continue investing in this play. We
intend to use the information gathered from
this well to investigate if a well can be
designed which will allow us to safely test
this prospect in the future.”

Bill Provine, Rowan’s vice president of
investor relations, told industry analysts in
March 2005 that Blackbeard West operator
ExxonMobil wanted to drill four more
wells at Treasure Island, even if Blackbeard
West came up dry. “Even if the first three
wells are dry, they’re still going to drill the
fourth well,” he said. Exxon declined to
comment on Provine’s statement.

However, Newfield’s Trice said in May

2005 that Newfield was discussing with
third parties the possibility of drilling more
“ultra-deep” wildcat wells on prospects
located near Blackbeard West, including

Blackbeard East. Trice did not name the
parties involved in the discussions.
However, his comments at least partially
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Blackbeard casts doubt on ultra-deep
Wildcat hits higher than expected pressure, falls short of 32,000-38,000 foot target on Gulf’s OCS
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The Scooter Yeargain jack-up rig

see BLACKBEARD page 8
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confirmed Provine’s comments related to
Exxon and future wells.

Industry waiting on sidelines
Trice also said in May 2005 that com-

panies interested in participating in future
ultra-deep drilling on the Gulf’s continen-
tal shelf were waiting on the sidelines until
drilling results from Blackbeard West were
released. 

“The industry basically is like a bunch
of birds on a wire watching the Blackbeard

well go down,” Trice said. “I think people
want to see how long does it take, how
much does it cost, and did you find any-
thing.”

Australia’s BHP Billiton, another
Newfield partner, also was said to be
committed to drill an ultra-deep well on
a nearby Treasure Bay lease.

Shell is believed to be the first major
oil company to drill below 25,000 feet
on the Gulf’s continental shelf, an arbi-
trary line that separates deep from the
ultra-deep. The Shark well, drilled to a
depth of around 26,000 feet, turned out
to be a dry hole. Several other ultra-deep
exploratory wells have been drilled on

the shelf with mixed results, but none to
the extreme depths initially planned for
Blackbeard West.

Newfield holds a 23 percent interest
in the Blackbeard West well.
ExxonMobil has a 25 percent stake in
the well, followed by BP with a 20 per-
cent stake, Petrobras America with a 20
percent interest, Dominion Exploration
& Production with a 7 percent interest
and BHP Billiton Petroleum
(Deepwater) Inc. with a 5 percent inter-
est. The Blackbeard West Prospect is
subject to a 1.25 percent overriding roy-
alty interest held by the Treasure Island
Royalty Trust. ●

continued from page 7
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Compressor fixed at Prudhoe Bay
By MARY PEMBERTON
Associated Press Writer

artial production has been restored to the Prudhoe Bay oil
field after operator BP fixed a compressor that went down
Aug. 23, a company spokesman said Aug. 28.

Production at the country’s largest oil field — already cut
in half because of problems found in corroded transit pipes — was
further reduced Aug. 23 when a mechanical problem was discov-
ered in a compressor at one of the field’s gathering stations.

The company fixed the compressor and production was restored
Aug. 27, said BP Exploration (Alaska) spokesman Steve Rinehart. 

The compressor that failed handles natural gas that is produced
with the oil and water during the processing of crude. Only the
western side of Prudhoe is producing oil following the shutdown of
the eastern half earlier in August.

After the compressor problem arose, production fell from
200,000 barrels a day to 110,000 barrels. Prudhoe had been pro-
ducing about 400,000 barrels a day of oil — about half of all North
Slope production — when workers Aug. 6 discovered a leak in a
transit line on the eastern side of the field.  BP, which plans to
replace 16 miles of corroded Prudhoe transit pipes, shut down the
eastern side of the field but has managed to keep the western side

open.
It was the second leak found in a transit line (feeder pipelines),

which transport oil to the trans-Alaska pipeline. In March, a leak in
a corroded transit line pipe resulted in a spill of up to 267,000 gal-
lons of crude — the largest spill ever on the North Slope. A bypass
was put on that line to keep it operating. 

BP expects to resume the removal of insulation from a western
side pipeline the week of Aug. 28, Rinehart said. That work was
temporarily halted Aug. 23 when BP became aware that workers
possibly were being exposed to materials that contain between 5
and 10 percent asbestos.

The asbestos issue arose as the transit line was being stripped of
insulation to better examine it for corrosion.

Rinehart said workers are being trained on how to safely handle
the material.

Daren Beaudo, a BP Exploration (Alaska) spokesman, said the
material containing asbestos has not been found on pipes in the
eastern half of the field, where different materials and different
application methods were used when the lines were installed in the
late 1970s.

For many years, ARCO operated the eastern side of Prudhoe and
BP operated the western side. The two operating areas were con-
solidated under BP in 2000.  ●

P
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based on committee chairmanship or areas
of expertise, he said.

Reserves initiative an issue
The governor lost a primary election

bid Aug. 22. 
He said that if a contract isn’t passed

and signed before the general election, and
the gas reserves tax initiative tax is passed,
negotiations will turn into litigation and
“we’re stuck for two years.” 

The Legislature cannot repeal, or sub-
stantially amend, an initiative for two
years after it is passed, according to an
opinion the governor obtained from
Attorney General David Márquez. 

The governor said the producers have
said they will not accept a contract if the
reserves tax passes — if the contract is
signed before the election, however, it
contains provisions which effectively nul-
lify the gas reserves tax. 

Murkowski said the reserves tax, which
taxes gas at Prudhoe Bay and Point
Thomson, would add $8 billion to $10 bil-
lion to the cost of a gas projects. ●

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

he Canadian units of Kinder Morgan
are taking a buffeting from affected
aboriginals and residents as they
seek regulatory approval for plans

to expand their crude oil pipeline system
from Alberta to the British Columbia
coast and U.S. Pacific Northwest.

The Simpcw First Nation of central
British Columbia wants Canada’s
National Energy Board to delay its ver-
dict on the Terasen Pipelines (Trans
Mountain) proposal by six months.

Now members of the Burnaby City
Council in the Greater Vancouver region
are stalling a proposal to expand the
capacity of a tank farm in their jurisdic-
tion.

The so-called TMX-2 expansion plan
involves a C$400 million addition of
about 40 miles of pipeline to hike capac-
ity of the Trans Mountain line by 40,000
barrels per day to 300,000 bpd by
November 2008, then move to 400,000
bpd.

It is a crucial link in the rapid increase
in Western Canadian crude to 3.65 mil-
lion bpd by 2010 from 2.22 million bpd
in 2004 as part of the anticipated growth
in oil sands production. 

The Canadian Association of
Petroleum Producers and producers
Imperial Oil, Shell Canada,
ConocoPhillips Canada, Chevron
Canada and Nexen told the National
Energy Board it is of crucial importance
because of current apportionment on the
line and the expected surge in demand
for space. 

Simpcw First Nation 
wants six months to assess

But the Simpcw community said it
was not aware of its rights until it hired
legal help in July.

It claims “procedural fairness”
requires that it receive six months to
assess and respond to the impact of the
project on its traditional land. 

Those assertions were challenged by

Terasen lawyer David Holgate who told
the board the Simpcw participated in a
two-year consultation process and a par-
allel special program designed specifi-
cally for aboriginal input.

He said the “project is not just needed,
it is needed without delay.” 

Nick Schultz, a lawyer for CAPP, said
the Simpcw was engaging in an “unrea-
sonable attempt” to stop the application
moving towards an orderly conclusion.

He said six months’ of lost time would
cause a “huge economic cost to our
country and it is the producers who stand
on the front lines.”

The board reserved its decision, with-
out giving any indication when it might
rule.

Terasen Pipelines — part of the
British Columbia operation acquired by
Kinder Morgan last year for C$6.9 bil-
lion — has access to towers, which sep-
arate the crude into various petroleum
fractions, with capacity of 633,000 bpd
in Washington State’s Puget Sound area
and 2.1 million bpd of crude tower
capacity in Washington, Oregon, Alaska
and California.

In its submission to the National
Energy Board, Terasen said the demand
for Canadian crude is likely to grow in
Washington as Alaska North Slope sup-
plies decline.

City Council questions 
crude storage tank

Meanwhile, Burnaby City Council is
taking a fresh look at Terasen’s plans for
a 220,000 barrel crude storage tank at
the Burnaby Mountain tank farm.
Councilor Nick Volkow, one of four
members of the nine-member council to
raise concerns, said he was more con-
cerned about the proposal coming from
Kinder Morgan than he would have been
had it come from Terasen before it was
acquired.

“Kinder Morgan has a sorry (environ-
mental) record when it comes to operat-
ing in its home base of Texas, so I’m
prepared to give this application a lot
more scrutiny,” he said.

Councilor Pietro Calendino said he
was “totally against” the plan because
the neighborhood around the tank farm
has changed so much in the past 50
years. 

Kinder Morgan has said it will com-
ply with all regulations.

The terminal, which opened in 1953,
has 13 storage tanks with total capacity
of 1.7 million barrels.

In addition to the storage tank
planned for 2009, the company said it
may apply to add five more tanks in the
next few years. ●
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Kinder Morgan gets rough ride in B.C.
Simpcw First Nation asks for six months to assess impact; Burnaby City Council members question plan to add storage tank
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the Red pad to Homer, to bring gas from the Red well to
Homer and connect the Southcentral Alaska natural gas grid
to the southern Kenai Peninsula. 

Curtis Thayer and Charley Hernandez presented
Enstar’s idea to Homer’s city council on Aug. 14. And
Thayer has explained the company’s concept to Petroleum
News.

“It’s very preliminary, very early on, but it appears it
could be a win-win situation,” Thayer said.

A previous proposal for a gas supply for Homer had
involved a 2003 contract between Enstar and NorthStar
Energy Group. That proposal involved the supply of gas
from NorthStar’s North Fork unit through pipelines to be
built between North Fork and Anchor Point and between
Anchor Point and Homer (see sidebar). But in July
NorthStar informed Enstar that NorthStar can no longer ful-
fill the contract.

Secure gas supply
Enstar still wants to supply gas into the Homer market

but the company requires a secure supply of gas for that
market, Thayer said. He said Enstar has held informal talks
with Chevron Corp. about the potential to use the Red well
gas.

“They indicated that they had a (gas) discovery at Red
well,” Thayer said. “They hadn’t really proved it up or test-
ed it because they didn’t have infrastructure there to get the
gas the market. … It clearly was a way to solve Homer’s
problem with getting natural gas and at the same time
developing a new area in the Cook Inlet to supply gas into
the Southcentral grid if commercial quantities of gas are
found.” 

Preliminary estimates indicate that the transmission line
north and south from the Red pad would take about four
years to complete, at a cost of $16 million.

“The two longest parts of that (development plan) are the
regulatory and permitting processes,” Thayer said.

The development costs for the transmission line would
be recovered from the tariffs for shipping gas through the
lines. But, by connecting the line into the Southcentral gas
grid, Enstar expects to be able to spread those costs across
its whole customer base, rather than just across the new
Homer customers — the new line would benefit all
Southcentral gas users by opening up new sources of gas,
Thayer said.

In parallel with building the gas transmission line, Enstar
would build out a gas distribution network from Homer at
an estimated cost of $14 million, to eventually serve an esti-
mated 3,000 customers in the Homer area.

“There’s a build out in Homer that would probably take

four years to six years.” Thayer said. “You want your trans-
mission line and your core center to hook up at about the
same time.”

Build outwards
Construction of the Homer gas distribution network

would start in the town center and progressively move out-
wards from that center, Thayer explained. Laying the net-
work in the central part of Homer would be relatively
expensive.

“One of the difficulties with Homer is that it is a mature
market … driveways are in, sidewalks are there, roads are
paved,” Thayer said. 

In general, gas consumers have to pay for those parts of
the gas distribution network that they need. However, gov-
ernment grants are possible to assist with the costs. And the
build-out plan would probably target government buildings
and other large public buildings first, Thayer explained. The
use of natural gas could achieve especially large energy cost
savings for these buildings and might attract some level of
government funding from, for example, the state’s Railbelt
Energy Fund.

Once the basic natural gas infrastructure is in place for
public buildings, homeowners and private businesses could
connect into the system, Thayer said. 

continued from page 1
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The development costs for the transmission line
would be recovered from the tariffs for shipping

gas through the lines. But, by connecting the
line into the Southcentral gas grid, Enstar

expects to be able to spread those costs across
its whole customer base, rather than just across

the new Homer customers — the new line
would benefit all Southcentral gas users by
opening up new sources of gas, Thayer said.

Enstar proposes supplying gas to Homer from the Red pad in the Nikolaevsk unit. A gas transmission line would run due
south to Homer from the unit, and north to connect with the Kenai Kachemak pipeline.

http://www.mapalaska.com
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NorthStar says can't provide gas
An earlier idea for supplying natural gas to Homer was focused on the North

Fork unit, east of Anchor Point, where Standard Oil of California’s North Fork 41-
35 well struck gas in 1965 during a search for oil. Gas-Pro Alaska LLC acquired the
North Fork unit from Unocal in 1996 and NorthStar Energy Group bought Gas-Pro
in 2000.

In 2001 NorthStar tested the 41-35 well and reported a flow of 4 million cubic
feet per day of natural gas from one interval at 8,500 feet.

In 2003 NorthStar and Enstar Natural Gas Co. signed a contract for the supply
of natural gas to Homer from North Fork. The deal involved Alliance Energy, sister
company to NorthStar, building a pipeline from North Fork to Anchor Point and
Enstar building a pipeline from Anchor Point to Homer. However, both Enstar and
the Regulatory Commission of Alaska required that pipeline construction be con-
tingent on drilling a second North Fork well to raise proved reserves in the field
from 12 billion cubic feet to 14.5 bcf, thus ensuring a 20-year gas supply for Homer.

In August 2004 Alliance announced that it would fully fund development of the
North Fork unit, including “fast tracking” a pipeline north to connect the North Fork
gas field with the Kenai Kachemak pipeline. Under a farmout agreement between
Alliance and NorthStar, development 1of the North Fork field would include
drilling a second well “as soon as January 2005,” Barry Foote, vice president of
Alliance Energy, told Petroleum News in 2004.

But that second well has never been drilled.
North Fork is a joint federal and State of Alaska unit. On March 8, 2006, the

Bureau of Land Management, the federal agency that administers the unit, sent a let-
ter to Gas-Pro stating that, if the second well on the unit is not drilled by Oct. 1,
2006, the unit would be terminated as from Oct. 1, 2005. The unit was originally
due to expire in 2005, but BLM granted an extension contingent on a well workover
being done and the second well being drilled. The Alaska Department of Natural
Resources wrote to Gas-Pro March 9, saying that failure to drill the second well by
Oct. 1, 2006, would result in termination of the unit on that date.

BLM has told Petroleum News that the federal leases associated with the unit can
continue in existence for a period of up to two years from the date of termination of
the unit. DNR says that the state leases terminate on the date of termination of the
unit.

In July NorthStar wrote to Enstar, saying that it could not fulfill the gas supply
contract for Homer, Enstar has said. 

—ALAN BAILEY

Editor’s note: Petroleum News has asked for a comment from Alliance and
Northstar, so more information is possible in subsequent editions of PN.

$10 million per year savings
Enstar has estimated a total current cost

per year of about $15 million for heating
Homer homes and businesses using fuel oil,
propane and electricity, at today’s prices for
those fuels. By calculating the volume of
natural gas required to provide the same
amount of heat, the company has calculated
a cost of $5 million for the use of gas at
today’s gas prices.

“They’re going to see almost a $10 mil-
lion a year savings if they switch to natural
gas vs. what they’re paying today,” Thayer
said.

Enstar did not include the use of wood as
a heating fuel in its calculations. The com-
pany views wood as, essentially, a free fuel
source, the use of which would remain
unaltered were people to start using natural
gas. 

Expanding the pipeline infrastructure
In addition to reducing heating costs in

Homer, Enstar thinks that extending the
Cook Inlet natural gas pipeline infrastruc-
ture to the southern Kenai Peninsula would
encourage new gas exploration in that area
— convenient access to a gas pipeline con-
nected to gas markets significantly
improves the economics of gas exploration.

“If we build it they will come,” Thayer
said.

Thayer said that Enstar is talking to both
Chevron and Marathon about exploration
possibilities, were the pipeline to be built.
But Thayer also emphasized the prelimi-
nary nature of Enstar’s proposals: the con-
cept hinges on proving enough gas at the
Red pad to at least supply Homer.

“If the Red well didn’t exist we probably
wouldn’t be talking Homer, but here is an
idea that we can supply Homer and our
existing customers with a new discovery,”
Thayer said. ●

continued from page 10
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Harvest spreads
wings, buys refinery

By GARY PARK
For Petroleum News

arvest Energy Trust has moved
Canada’s income trust sector into a
whole new realm, buying a
Newfoundland oil refinery to become

a fully integrated operation from explo-
ration to processing.

It is paying C$1.6 billion for the North
Atlantic Refining facility at Come-by-
Chance, plus 69 gas stations and a home
heating business, picking up an asset that
many other leading refiners apparently
shunned.

But Harvest Chief Executive Officer
John Zahary is entering the downstream
certain that the refinery represents all posi-
tives and no negatives.

He said North Atlantic’s expected oper-
ating life of at least 30 years raises Harvest’s
lifespan to 16 years once its oil and gas
reserve life index of 9.5 years is taken into
account. Despite the volatility of refining
margins, Zahary is confident that given the
“under-investment” in North American
refineries and the absence of plans for any
new facilities profit margins should stay
robust for a minimum of five years.

However, Harvest executives were not
overly eager to commit themselves to
spending as much as C$800 million which
previous owner Vitol, the Swiss oil trader,
estimated would be needed to expand and
upgrade the refinery to produce the RBOB
blendstock that is eagerly sought following
the U.S. ban on the MTBE gasoline addi-
tive. 

Asked whether he would make that kind
of capital investment, Zahary said “that is

something that over time the owner …
should do to capture maximum value. We
hope to do that under the Harvest owner-
ship.” Beyond that he offered no timelines.

For now, Zahary said, the plant process-
es 115,000 barrels per day of crude, mostly
medium sour feedstock, from the Middle
East, Russia and Latin America. The end
products are largely for export to New
England and New York.

Harvest said North Atlantic has enjoyed
steady growth over the past 12 years since
Vitol became the owner and invested
C$600 million on modernizing the plant,
with current clean-fuel exports worth more
than C$2 billion a year.

Zahary said the refinery “is very we’ll
run and has a good reputation for operating
performance,” being rated No. 2 among
Canada’s 16 refineries in 2004.

But those results were not enough to
entice such leading takeover candidates as
Valero and Petroplus.

North Atlantic has a colorful past, open-
ing in 1974 under Shaheen Natural
Resources, quickly closing with the loss of
tens of millions of dollars of Newfoundland
government money in a C$500 million
bankruptcy, being picked up in the late
1980s by Petro-Canada for C$17 million,
faltering again before being sold to U.S.
convenience chain Cumberland Farms for a
nominal C$1, before being acquired by
Vitol. 

High-flying Harvest has made two pur-
chases of E&P companies in the past nine
months totaling C$2 billion, lifting its fore-
cast production for 2007 to 65,000-67,000
barrels of oil equivalent per day, joining the
top bracket of trusts. ●

H

EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION
Central Mac drilling to wait for seismic data

International Frontier Resources has postponed until 2008 plans to drill in the
Central Mackenzie Valley of the Northwest Territories while it participates in a 145-
mile 2-D seismic program on three exploration licenses.

The seismic work will cost about C$13 million and cover Haywood EL-423, North
Stewart EL-397 and South Tate EL-441. Data acquisition is scheduled for completion
in September and a prospect map will be developed before the end of 2006.

International Frontier said its partners agreed to defer 2007 drilling plans until 2008
to allow sufficient time to interpret the newly acquired seismic data and integrate the
information into existing geological models. The consortium believes the delay will
translate into more cost-efficient drilling and logistical operations. 

—GARY PARK

http://www.MaryJoPippin.com
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FINANCE & ECONOMY
U.S.-based ConocoPhillips and 
Anadarko dangle Canadian assets

In a market hungry for growth, but starved of opportunities, the Canadian
upstream sector is getting a helping hand from ConocoPhillips and Anadarko.

The two big U.S.-based companies have, respectively, placed daily produc-
tion properties of 23,000 barrels of oil equivalent and 69,000 boe on the market,
pushing the overall offerings past the 140,000-barrel mark and that doesn’t take
into account Talisman Energy’s plans to unload about 20,000 boe.

There is no agreement among analysts whether deal-making favors buyers or
sellers, but there is little doubting the desire among income trusts to build up
their portfolios.

Anadarko’s Canadian business has been on the block for more than two
months and is expected to fetch more than C$5 billion.

ConocoPhillips said in late August it has decided to sell seven packages of
non-core oil and gas properties in Alberta and Saskatchewan, representing about
8 percent of its Canadian output and containing 53.7 million boe of proven
reserves.

After bids close Sept. 26, the returns could be in the range of C$1.2 billion —
money that will help cushion the impact of ConocoPhillips’ US$35 billion
takeover of Burlington Resources.

The company said the Canadian properties no longer have a place in its long-
term strategic plan. 

—GARY PARK

● N A T U R A L  G A S

AOGCC finalizes
Kustatan gas ruling
Commission issues pool rules, spacing and drilling unit
exemptions for Forest Oil’s west side single-well natural gas pool

By KRISTEN NELSON
Petroleum News

he Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission has issued pool rules for
the Kustatan gas field on the west side
of Cook Inlet, wrapping up a process

that began in February when the commis-
sion found that Forest Oil Corp. was oper-
ating the Kustatan Field No. 1 gas well in
violation of well spacing requirements and
drilling unit requirements. 

The well, drilled for oil by Forest pred-
ecessor Forcenergy Inc. in 2000, did not
encounter commercial quantities of oil and
was completed as a Class II waste disposal
well in 2003, and used for injection from
April 2003 through November 2004. 

The well was subsequently re-complet-
ed as a gas well and began regular produc-
tion on Nov. 14, 2005. 

The well, however, lies within 1,500
feet of a property line where ownership
changes; re-completion of the well as a gas
well without a spacing exception violated
the commission’s regulations, as did regu-
lar production from the well without a
pooling agreement in place. 

The commission provided a notice of
violation of well spacing and pooling
requirements to Forest on Feb. 24, 2006,
and the company shut the well in that same
day. In March the commission issued an
interim order allowing Forest to resume
production to avoid potential damage to the
reservoir and loss of reserves (see story in
April 9 issue of Petroleum News). 

Exemptions are to spacing, 
drilling unit requirements

Forest applied for an exemption from
well spacing requirements and drilling unit
requirements. The commission said it
received letters from all potentially affect-
ed landowners stating that they did not
object to Forest’s application; it granted a
temporary spacing exception March 17 to
allow Forest to return the well to produc-
tion. 

In its Aug. 24 findings the commission
said the proposed Kustatan field #1 gas
pool is an area of approximately 210 acres
within State of Alaska lease ADL 390368;
the existing well, Kustatan Field No. 1, is
the only well drilled in the pool. The com-
mission said not more than one well may
be completed in the pool. 

The gas pool lies between 5,352 feet
and 5,385 feet measured depth in the
Kustatan Field 1 well, with best quality
reservoir rock in the lower, primary reser-
voir interval, which is 18 inches thick.
Production is from the Tyonek formation. 

Original gas in place 
0.55-0.56 billion cubic feet

Original gas in place is estimated at
0.55 billion to 0.56 billion standard cubic
feet and Forest estimates a recovery factor
of 80 percent. Based on seismic, well log
and production data Forest believes the
entire gas accumulation to lie within the
boundary of ADL 390368. 

Peak production from the pool was
approximately 1.85 million cubic feet of
gas per day, with cumulative production
through June 12 of 183.3 million cubic
feet. The commission said the existing
well is the only development well planned
for the pool. Forest is developing the gas
pool through blowdown and no pressure
maintenance or enhanced recovery opera-
tions are planned. 

The commission granted a waiver for
well spacing, allowing regular production
of a gas well within 1,500 feet of a proper-
ty line, and a waiver for a drilling unit,
allowing regular production from a gas
well from a property that is smaller than
the governmental section upon which the
well is located. It said that because the
pool is small establishing a drilling unit
smaller than one governmental section
“will not promote waste nor jeopardize
correlative rights”; it also said waiver of
the property line set-back requirements
“will not promote waste nor jeopardize
correlative rights.” ●

T

NATURAL GAS
Agrium’s coal project moves to phase 2

Agrium says its Kenai Blue Sky Coal Gasification Project has completed a pre-
liminary review for a coal gasification facility in Alaska and is proceeding to phase
two. The next step, which is expected to take up to six months, involves doing a
“detailed feasibility review, further development of industry partnerships, more
detailed definition of the design and commencement of environmental permitting.”

In April, Agrium’s top official in Alaska, Bill Boycott, put a $28 million price tag
on phase two. He said the goal was to “create a bankable commercial deal” that
Agrium could “then take to Wall Street” to finance the $1.5 billion to $2 billion gasi-
fication complex using coal from the Beluga deposit on the west side of Cook Inlet.

Agrium hoped for a total of $5 million from the state and feds for phase two, and
the balance from grants and industry sources. 

In its Aug. 31 announcement the company said it had been awarded a $2 million
grant from Alaska’s Denali Commission and a $5 million grant from the State of
Alaska.

If built, the gasification facility would produce off-take gas on a long-term basis
for Agrium’s nitrogen facility at Nikiski, which is in danger of closure because of
dwindling supplies of natural gas from the Cook Inlet basin. The facility would also
generate competitively priced electricity for the regional power grid and provide car-
bon dioxide for enhanced oil recovery in the basin’s maturing oil fields.

“The facility could be operational by 2011 and is based on proven technology,”
Agrium said.

—KAY CASHMAN

http://www.alaskatent.com
http://www.PRADS2007.us
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All of the companies listed above advertise on a regular basis 
with Petroleum News
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Northwest
Technical Services

Northwest Technical Services
began as a local company, providing
engineers and draftsmen to the oil
industry. In 1981 it was acquired by
Piping Design Services, now PDS
Technical of Washington State, which
provided contract employees to the
nuclear power industry. Since then,
NWTS has provided professional,
technical, administrative and skilled
labor personnel to industries and
businesses throughout Alaska.

Alex Kohler joined NWTS this year
as a computer instructor with 10
years’ experience. He trains contract
personnel to be proficient in major
computer systems and applications.
Alex moved to Anchorage in 1997
and “lives” to free Windows users
from viruses, crashes and security
woes by teaching them Linux to get
the most of their computers. He’s a
single guy who enjoys the lifestyle
Alaska offers.



and delivery to the West Coast as LNG. 
The main line from the North Slope to

Delta Junction would not be full until the
highway project is built, which the port
authority estimates would be at least three
years later. 

Major points in the wide-ranging discus-
sion, which included the port authority, leg-
islators, Murkowski administration offi-
cials, producers and consultants, were as
follows:

• whether the port authority project
would be subject to Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission jurisdiction;

• whether the port authority project could
deliver gas at least three years before a high-
way project;

• whether financing could be obtained
without a ship-or-pay contract, long-term
impacts of beginning gas shipment with the
LNG project, and;

• how returns would compare to those
from a highway project taking natural gas to
Lower-48 markets in the Midwest.

Three-year head start crucial
The port authority would ship 1.2 bcf a

day to Valdez for LNG. 
Finizza looked at two port authority

options once the highway segment was
complete: 4.3 bcf with 1.2 bcf going to
Valdez and 3.1 bcf going to the Lower 48
and 5.5 bcf with 1.2 bcf going to Valdez for
LNG and 4.3 bcf going down the highway
pipeline. 

Finizza said the LNG segment offers a
lower netback than the highway project, but
the three-years of early cash flow produces
a better net present value than just the high-
way line. 

If the LNG project doesn’t start until the
highway project, however, the combined
net cash flow is below that of a highway
project alone, and the economic value of an
LNG project can evaporate, Finizza said. 

Rep. Ralph Samuels, R-Anchorage, said
he recalled TransCanada telling legislators
that below 3.3 bcf the economics of a high-
way line fall apart: if you took 1.2 bcf for an
LNG project out of 4.3 bcf, you could hurt
the highway economics. If 3.1 bcf a day is
not economic for the highway project and
you can’t get an off-take rate of 5.5 bcf, then

if you start with 1.2 bcf on LNG, that’s all
you get, Samuels said. If you can’t take 3.3
bcf it’s not economic until you discover
more gas, but there won’t be gas exploration
without a gas line. 

Finizza said he thought Samuels had
identified a risk. 

Port authority would 
amend YPC permits

The port authority believes its access to
permits developed by Yukon Pacific Corp.,
which the authority doesn’t believe would
take long to amend, provide the earliest
opportunity to provide gas to Alaskans. Gas
could be flowing by 2013, Walker said. 

Samuels asked about FERC regulation
and Walker said a pipeline owned by the
port authority would be FERC-exempt
because of its status as a municipality. 

Shipkoff said downstream of Valdez
components of the project would be regu-
lated by FERC. He also said if the port
authority owned the conditioning plant on
the North Slope that would also be FERC-
exempt. 

The FERC process for an environmental
impact statement and a certificate of con-
venience and necessity is expected to take a
substantial amount of time, and gas
pipelines cannot begin construction until
they have completed FERC certification. 

Sen. Ralph Seekins, R-Fairbanks, the
committee chair, said FERC told the com-
mittee its permitting timeframe is at least 48
months. Seekins does not believe FERC is
going to ignore one of the largest gas proj-
ects.

Walker said the port authority has been
talking with the U.S. Department of Energy,
and has assured FERC it’s not out to do bat-
tle with them. 

Price makes project work
Shipkoff said the port authority’s num-

bers show the project to be commercial, and
called it a project ready to proceed. 

The LNG project will carry the costs of
a line sized for the highway project to Delta
for three years. That is possible because of
current prices, he said. 

The reverse does not hold true. He said if
the highway project goes first, LNG would
have to wait and by the time the highway
project was completed, LNG markets
would be lost. 

Shipkoff said the port authority has been
asked, if you have such a good project, why
aren’t the producers coming to you, and he
said the port authority believes that when
the producers are ready to seriously consid-
er a project out of Alaska they will imple-
ment an LNG project. 

Samuels asked about the risk if gas
prices dropped dramatically. 

Shipkoff said the port authority has pro-
posed a netback purchase agreement. If gas
prices drop to $2, he said, the producers
would shut in the wells and the investors
would absorb the loss. The question is can
you convince investors to commit money,
he said, noting that the port authority
believes it’s a remote possibility that the gas
price will drop. Many multi-billion-dollar
projects which “look just like ours” are pro-
ceeding, he said. 

Seekins asked whether the port authority
anticipated ship-or-pay contracts and
Shipkoff said that would depend on the out-
come of discussions, but the proposal was
netback with just performance risk for pro-
ducers. 

Seekins said it had always been his
assumption that it would be very difficult to
get financing without ship-or-pay contracts
and asked if the port authority was saying
that the federal loan guarantee would act as
a guarantee so ship-or-pay contracts would-
n’t be required. 

Shipkoff said that would have to be
negotiated, but said government backing of
private loans is common and while ship-or-
pay commitments are a very common way
to provide surety they are not the only way:
lenders have accepted alternate arrange-
ments, he said. 

An issue of risk
Steve Porter, deputy commissioner of

the Alaska Department of Revenue, said the
port authority project is important to the
state, and thinks it is important to the state to
understand the project. 

It is also important to understand the
risks to the state, he said, quoting from a
book on mega-projects and risk to the effect
that project promoters are happy to go
ahead with highly risky projects as long as
they themselves do not carry the risk and
are not responsible for cost overruns. 

The key, Porter said, is to track risks and
costs. True believers sometimes emphasize
the positive over the negative, he said, call-
ing the port authority “quite optimistic” and
saying the port authority “generally has no
risk,” but would transfer that risk to the pro-
ducers, bond holders or downstream, taking
incremental benefit without shouldering
risk. 

When you transfer risk, Porter said, you
transfer costs: if you transfer the risk to the
bondholders, the bonds are going to cost
more. 

Bechtel, which did cost estimates for the
port authority, looked at a turn-key project,
he said. That’s a fair approach, but leaves
money on the table and the producers are
looking for leakage — where does money
leak from their project? They’re not going
to like turn-key, Porter said, because it can
add cost and make the tariff higher. 

Shipkoff said some of the extra cost that
came with the turn-key approach has been
stripped out of the port authority’s numbers;
without turn-key, he said, the project takes
on that risk of cost overruns. 

Whitaker said North Slope producers
BP, ConocoPhillips and Exxon are transfer-
ring significant risk to the State of Alaska
through the fiscal contract they negotiated
with the Murkowski administration. He told
the committee that he thought the plug
should be pulled on that contract.

How likely is three-year head start? 
Roger Marks, an economist with the

Department of Revenue, asked Finizza
how plausible he thought it was the port
authority could begin production three
years before a highway line and Finizza
said he’d taken that as a given. 

Marks said he questions how plausible it
is.

He also said the administration believes
the port authority will be under FERC juris-
diction. Projects within municipalities
could be FERC-exempt, he said, but a proj-
ect for inter-state transportation of natural
gas would be under FERC jurisdiction. 

Marks said for a 4 bcf pipeline to Delta
Junction with 1 bcf going to Valdez and no
commitment for the other 3 bcf he didn’t
think FERC would allow the tariff to cover
the cost of the remainder of the pipe. 

Shipkoff said the port authority had
asked its FERC counsel for an opinion on
that issue, even though the port authority
doesn’t think it would be under FERC
jurisdiction. The port authority wouldn’t
build a pipe bigger than needed to go to
Valdez, he said, unless it had an agreement
with the producers to build the larger pipe
to handle a future highway project. There
would be a negotiated rate, and he said he
didn’t believe FERC would disallow a
negotiated rate. FERC has agreed to sizing
pipe to allow for future volumes and he said
the port authority’s FERC counsel didn’t
think FERC would approve a line that was-
n’t large enough to allow for future vol-
umes. 

Producers disagree
In response to the assertion that all par-

ties to the deal might approach FERC sup-
porting an LNG-highway Y-line as the best
commercial deal, BP Exploration
(Alaska)’s gas commercialization manager
Dave Van Tuyl said “all parties do not
believe this is the best commercial deal.” 

Van Tuyl said the cost of delivery for
LNG is higher than for pipeline gas and
markets are not known. The LNG project
has a higher cost and would reduce the
highway volume, making the combination
project worse than a highway gas pipeline. 

Marks said the very small limited West
Coast market for gas is a concern with the
LNG project. He said gas sells for 50 cents
less on the West Coast than in Chicago, not-
ing that the need for gas is in the upper
Midwest, not on the West Coast. 

On that same issue Porter said that if the
profit on gas going through Canada is $2
and the profit from LNG is $1, then LNG is
not producing the maximum value to the
state. It’s not that you couldn’t make money
on 1.2 bcf for LNG, he said, it’s that it’s
more economic — you make more money
— taking the gas through Canada. 

Conflicting views on role of FERC
Counsel for the legislative committee

told members that FERC would likely
allow a larger line to be built, but would
require investors to eat the cost of the entire
line until it was full. Van Tuyl said BP’s
FERC attorney had a very similar response. 

Shipkoff again said the port authority
wouldn’t build the pipeline in isolation.
There will be a commercial agreement with
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Steve Porter, deputy commissioner
of the Alaska Department of
Revenue, said the … key is to

track risks and costs. True
believers sometimes emphasize

the positive over the negative, he
said, calling the port authority

“quite optimistic” and saying the
port authority “generally has no

risk,” but would transfer that risk
to the producers, bond holders or
downstream, taking incremental
benefit without shouldering risk.
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the producers, he said. He didn’t think
FERC would overrule a commercial agree-
ment. 

Seekins asked if the port authority has
had talks with the producers on a commer-
cial agreement and Shipkoff said the port
authority would like to engage in such
talks, and that it wouldn’t have a project
without discussions. 

Whitaker said there’s no conversation if
there’s no gas. He said if the Legislature
would exercise its responsibility it could
make the gas supply available. 

Seekins said he appreciated the state’s
responsibility, but thought it would be best
if the port authority tried to cut a commer-
cial deal. 

The committee’s counsel said the more
he thought about it, the more convinced he
became that FERC would take control of a
port authority project. The Energy Policy
Act of 2005, he said, strengthened FERC’s
authority over LNG projects. 

He said FERC is saying that a munici-
pality is not subject to its authority, but if a
municipality chooses to do things within
FERC’s authority — such as move gas in
inter-state commerce — then that project
would come under that authority. 

FERC has said once you come to “our
party” you have to abide by “our rules,” he
said. 

Walker said because the port authority
has kept its ownership within the state, it is
FERC exempt. He said the authority can
get a declaratory order that it is exempt and
plans to sit down with FERC in the next 30
days and discuss the issue. 

Three years not 
FERC-related, says Walker

Seekins said he didn’t wish FERC on
anyone, but if the port authority is not
exempt, he asked, does its advantage dis-
appear? 

Walker said the authority’s three-year
time advantage comes from the Yukon
Pacific work and is not FERC related. 

Marks noted that the Yukon Pacific
environmental impact statement was done
20 years ago for a non-FERC project, a dif-
ferent project than this one. An EIS under
FERC would add two years, he said, ques-
tioning whether a 20-year-old EIS would
be considered out of date. 

The committee’s FERC attorney said
there is explicit timing in the 2004 act for
an EIS; if the old one were sufficient that
wouldn’t be in the act, he said. 

Walker agreed that permits would need
updating, but said the port authority does
not believe it will have to start over. 

Commitment same as debt
Sen. Gene Therriault, R-North Pole,

asked Van Tuyl why, since companies
make commitments to ship on other
pipelines, that this one is different. 

Van Tuyl said it’s the same for every-
thing they invest in: auditors treat it as
debt. They are real obligations and need
to be counted, he said. 

Dan Dickinson, formerly director of
Revenue’s Tax Division and now a con-
sultant to the department, said the effect
of long-term financing is the same for the
company as if cash came out of its pock-
et. 

On costs, he noted that Bechtel did
some 55,000 hours of work on the port
authority project while the producers have
done more than a million hours. Neither
of the cost numbers is the final number
Dickinson said, and further technical
work on both projects may make a differ-
ence in either narrowing or widening the
cost gap. ●
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to mitigate those as much as possible, I
think we can work together.”

Allred nominated 
as assistant secretary

Burton also said that Secretary of the
Interior Dirk Kempthorne has announced
the nomination of C. Stephen Allred to be
assistant secretary for land and minerals,
overseeing BLM, MMS and the Office of
Surface Mining. The Aug. 3 nomination
is subject to confirmation by the U.S.
Senate. 

Allred served in Kempthorne’s cabinet
as director of the Department of
Environmental Quality when the secre-
tary was governor of Idaho. He was pre-
viously director of the Idaho State
Department of Water Resources and a
senior vice president and group president
for Morrison-Knudson Corp. 

Allred has bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of Idaho. 

Burton, who is MMS director, has been
acting assistant secretary for about a year,
and will continue to serve in that capacity
until Allred has been confirmed. ●

Make sure 
you get in!
The Explorers magazine from
Petroleum News is a once-a-year
chance for your company to
thank Alaska's explorers.

Don't miss the deadline.

Contact Susan Crane today at

907-770-5592

continued from page 6

SALESMMS includes Chukchi in new five-year plan
Alaska would see federal outer continental shelf lease sales in four areas under

a proposed five-year plan and draft environmental impact statement issued Aug 24
by the Minerals Management Service. 

The Chukchi Sea has the most proposed sales in the Alaska OCS — Sale 193 in
2007, Sale 212 in 2010 and Sale 221 in 2012. MMS said the Chukchi Sea sale area
has been modified from the draft program it issued in February: a 25-mile buffer
area along the coast has been removed from the proposed program, since there is
no existing oil and gas activity in the area and the State of Alaska made no request
to include leasing closer to shore. 

Two Beaufort Sea OCS sales are proposed, Sale 209 in 2009 and Sale 217 in
2011. 

There are two Cook Inlet sales on the proposed schedule, Sale 211 in 2009 and
Sale 219 in 2011, but MMS said the Cook Inlet planning area is included as a spe-
cial interest sale, which will take place only if enough interest is shown by indus-
try in answer to a nomination call. 

The North Aleutian basin also appears on the proposed sale schedule. 
MMS said Alaska Gov. Frank Murkowski and the majority of local govern-

ments and tribal organizations requested that proposed sales in this area take place
only in the area offered in Sale 92, held in 1988. The North Aleutian basin plan-
ning area is currently withdrawn by presidential order under section 12 of the OCS
Lands Act, MMS said, but the governor has requested that the president modify his
withdrawal to allow sales in the Sale 92 area. If held, those would be Sale 214 in
2010 and Sale 223 in 2012. 

The Department of the Interior’s MMS said the second draft of the new leasing
plan would succeed the plan expiring on June 30, 2007. The agency will accept
comments through Nov. 24; the draft EIS is open for comment until Nov. 22. 

—KRISTEN NELSON
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mate will be released beyond indicating it is
likely later this year. 

Regulatory and cost concerns
Bell, who holds the industry, tourism

and investment portfolio, told Petroleum
News he is hoping the NWT government
will be at the table with the Canadian gov-
ernment when Imperial presents the num-
bers and makes what many expect will be a
bid for royalty and tax relief. 

Speaking from the annual conference of
Canada’s federal, provincial and territorial
energy ministers in Whitehorse, Yukon,
Bell said his concerns are two-fold:
Continuing delays in the regulatory process
and the costs.

Of the two he is “much more concerned
about costs” which are caught in period of
inflation that has put the squeeze on other
energy mega-projects such as the oil sands,
where operators Imperial, EnCana and
Husky Energy have warned they could be
forced to move upgraders from Alberta to
the United States or overseas.

The regulatory delays, which point to the
postponement of the Mackenzie project’s
start-up date from 2011 to 2012, are weigh-
ing heavily on all energy ministers, who
issued a communiqué calling for energy
supply, infrastructure, efficiency and con-
servations options to be developed in a
timely and responsible manner.

They agreed to identify and develop
pilot projects using a “single window” reg-
ulatory approach over coming months and
report back in early 2007.

Bell: too late 
to intervene in Mackenzie

Federal Natural Resources Minister
Gary Lunn, echoing concerns expressed in
August by Prime Minister Stephen Harper,
urged the ministers to figure out how to
expedite projects through the regulatory
process. Bell said it is too late to intervene
in the Mackenzie process, which has “got to
run its course.”

But he said the latest delay, when the
Joint Review Panel examining environmen-
tal, socio-economic and cultural impacts,
extended its completion date by five
months to mid-April 2007, will result in
overall “slippage” of one year in the com-
pletion date because of the weather-affected
construction season in Canada’s North.

“The project can’t withstand any more
delays,” he said. “This (the panel delay) has
got to be it.”

Apart from hearings being conducted by
the panel and Canada’s National Energy
Board (which deals with technical, safety
and economic matters), the project also
needs thousands of permits and licenses to
proceed and that, too, is an open-ended
phase, Bell noted.

Bell said the worry among ministers is
that a failure by Canada to set fixed regula-
tory deadlines along the lines of the U.S.
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
will drive investors away.

He emphasized the deadlines would be
tailored to specific projects and would not
“diminish or water down environmental
standards or debate.”

But for now there is no provision in
Canada for governments to legislate or
issue ministerial directives to bring disci-
pline to the regulatory process. ●

The driving force behind the initiative are
the Samson, Enoch and Saddle Creek
nations of Alberta in response to a Canadian
government decision to cancel major fund-
ing for aboriginal economic development.

In addition, Swampy said his communi-
ties feel it is time for Alberta money to play
a larger role in the development of oil sands
at a time when U.S. and Asian money is
playing a large role in the province’s eco-
nomic boom.

“We want to be a major part of it too, but
it’s going to take a large investment,”
Swampy said.

He said the government erred in scrap-
ping federal equity programs that gave first
nations a degree of economic self-sufficien-
cy.

The Samson Cree parlayed a C$1.7 mil-
lion government investment into a C$36
million business enterprise, embracing oil
and gas drilling, real estate holdings and a
financial trust company.

Saddle Lake Chief Eddie Makokis said
that given the 80 percent jobless rate on
reservations governments have a responsi-

bility to look to aboriginals rather than
immigrants to solve labor shortages in
Canada.

Crowfoot named to NEB
Meanwhile, Strater Crowfoot, a former

Blackfoot chief, has become the first aborig-
inal member of the National Energy Board,
Canada’s federal regulator.

Although Crowfoot emphasizes that he
views the posting as a chance to represent all
Canadians, not just one group, he concedes
that recent court rulings mandating consulta-
tion with natives on major energy projects
allow him to bring a “different perspective”
to the discussions.

Earlier this year, in speaking to a public
utilities conference, he said First Nations
“want the same things as everyone else” —
businesses and job opportunities on their
lands and revenues to build infrastructure
and provide a higher quality of services.”

He suggested there should be a national
agency to negotiate aboriginal participation
in resource development as well as to clari-
fy property and business rights on aboriginal
land.

—GARY PARK

continued from page 1
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MAC COSTS

Bell said the worry among ministers
is that a failure by Canada to set

fixed regulatory deadlines along the
lines of the U.S. Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission will drive
investors away.

EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION
Oil sands ups, downs end on the up side

Alberta’s three traditional oil sands mines produced an average 594,000 barrels per
day in the first half of 2006, beating last year by 114,000 bpd, despite scheduled main-
tenance and an operational setback at Shell Canada’s Athabasca facility.

Athabasca dropped to 78,000 bpd in the second quarter from 164,000 bpd a year
earlier and 103,000 bpd for the January-to-June period, off 45,000 bpd from last year.

This time it was Suncor’s turn to avoid plant problems which plagued its 2005 first-
half, notching 266,000 bpd to the mid-point of 2006 vs. 134,000 bpd last year. Second
quarter volumes soared to 267,000 bpd from 128,000 bpd last year.

Syncrude climbed to 223,000 bpd from 196,000 bpd over the opening half and
surged to 242,000 bpd in July compared with Suncor’s 225,500 bpd.

—GARY PARK

http://www.totemocean.com
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A
Ace Transport
Acuren USA (formerly Canspec Group)
Aeromed
AES Lynx Enterprises
Agrium
Air Liquide
Air Logistics of Alaska
Alaska Airlines Cargo
Alaska Anvil
Alaska Coverall
Alaska Dreams
Alaska Frontier Constructors
Alaska Interstate Construction
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Railroad Corp.
Alaska Rubber & Supply
Alaska Steel Co.
Alaska Telecom
Alaska Tent & Tarp
Alaska Textiles
Alaska West Express
Alliance, The
Alpine-Meadow
American Marine
Arctic Controls
Arctic Foundations
Arctic Slope Telephone Assoc. Co-op.
Arctic Structures
Arctic Wire Rope & Supply
ASRC Energy Services

Engineering & Technology
Operations & Maintenance
Pipeline Power & Communications

AutryRaynes Engineering
and Environmental Consultants

Avalon Development

B-F
Badger Productions
Baker Hughes
Bombay Deluxe Restaurant
Bond, Stephens & Johnson
Broadway Signs
Brooks Range Supply
BW Technologies
Capital Office Systems
Carlile Transportation Services
Chiulista Camp Services
Computing Alternatives
CN Aquatrain
CONAM Construction
Coldwell Bankers
Colville
ConocoPhillips Alaska

Construction Machinery Industrial
Coremongers
Crowley Alaska
Cruz Construction
Dowland-Bach Corp.
Doyon Drilling
Doyon LTD
Doyon Universal Services
Egli Air Haul
Engineered Fire and Safety
ENSR Alaska
Epoch Well Services
ESS Support Services Worldwide
Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska
Fairweather Companies, The
Flint Hills Resources
Flowline Alaska
Friends of Pets
Frontier Flying Service

G-M
Grainger Industrial Supply
Great Northern Engineering
Great Northwest
Hawk Consultants
H.C. Price
Hilton Anchorage
Holaday-Parks
Horizon Well Logging
Hotel Captain Cook
Hunter 3-D
Industrial Project Services
Inspirations
Jackovich Industrial & Construction Supply
Judy Patrick Photography
Kenai Aviation
Kenworth Alaska
Kuukpik Arctic Catering
Kuukpik/Veritas
Kuukpik - LCMF
Lasser Inc.
Lounsbury & Associates
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden Inc.
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics
Lynden Transport
Mapmakers of Alaska
Marathon Oil
Marketing Solutions
Mayflower Catering
MI Swaco
MWH
MRO Sales

N-P
Nabors Alaska Drilling
NANA/Colt Engineering
Natco Canada
Nature Conservancy, The
NEI Fluid Technology
NMS Employee Leasing
Nordic Calista
North Slope Telecom
Northern Air Cargo
Northern Transportation Co.
Northland Wood Products
Northwest Technical Services
Offshore Divers
Oilfield Improvements
Oilfield Transport
Pacific Power Products
PDC Harris Group
Peak Oilfield Service Co.
Penco
Perkins Coie
Petroleum Equipment & Services
Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska
PGS Onshore
Pipe Wranglers Canada
ProComm Alaska
Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage
PTI Group

Q-Z
QUADCO
Rain for Rent
Residential Mortgage
Salt + Light Creative
Schlumberger
Seekins Ford
Spenard Builders Supply
STEELFAB
3M Alaska
Tire Distribution Systems
TOTE
Total Safety U.S. Inc.
Totem Equipment & Supply
Tubular Solutions Alaska
UAA Department of Engineering
Udelhoven Oilfield Systems Services
Unique Machine
Unitech
Univar USA
Usibelli
U.S. Bearings and Drives
VECO
Welding Services
WesternGeco
Xtel International
XTO Energy

Service companies involved in Alaska 
and northern Canada’s oil and gas industry



PETROLEUM DIRECTORY • 3rd QUARTER 2006 Page 3

PETROLEUM DIRECTORY
Third quarter 2006

The Petroleum Directory is a
special quarterly marketing

publication of Petroleum News,
which is owned by Petroleum

Newspapers of Alaska LLC. The
directory is devoted to promot-

ing the organizations that
advertise on a regular basis 

in Petroleum News.
If you do business in Alaska

and/or northern Canada's oil
and gas industry and would
like to be part of Petroleum
News' quarterly Petroleum

Directory, please call or email
Amy Spittler for details at: 907

770-3506 or
aspittler@PetroleumNews.com

Directory staff

KAY CASHMAN
Publisher

MARY LASLEY
Chief Financial Officer

AMY SPITTLER
Special Publications Editor

SUSAN CRANE
Advertising Director

STEVEN MERRITT
Production Director

TOM KEARNEY
Advertising Design Manager

ROSE RAGSDALE
Contract Writer

PAULA EASLEY
Contract Writer

TIM KIKTA
Copy Editor

HEATHER YATES
Circulation Administrator

MAILING ADDRESS:
PO Box 231651

Anchorage, AK 99523-1651
Phone: (907) 522-9469

Fax: (909) 522-9583
Email:

publisher@PetroleumNews.com
Web page:

www.PetroleumNews.com

The cover photo, an up-close look at a
welder, is courtesy of Judy Patrick

COMPANY NEWS IN BRIEF
47 Arctic Controls hires Connally; CFMA

Alaska chapter wins awards; Carlile
Transportation Systems is on the move;
Sister companies share booth 
at Global Petroleum Show

48 Epoch relocates its Alaska office 
and warehouse; ERA Aviation achieves
Medallion Shield award; VECO,
Udelhoven named exporters of the year

49 Intec Engineering appoints chief
strategy exec; Moody and Hawk group 
awarded BP contract; BLM’s Colleen
McCarthy joins CH2M Hil; NAC running
new schedule

50 Alaska ships ranked top three by NOAA;
Northland Wood Products has several
new product lines; Alaska firm
ranked best in environmental law; 
Rain for Rent has new instrumentation
products

51 ARR to issue tax-exempt bonds;    
Lounsbury’s Campfield passes PE exam;
Residential Mortgage addresses 
individual needs; Schlumberger 
debuts wireline fluid sampling 
technology

52 Schlumberger buys geomechanics firm
TerraTek; Marsh Creek becomes 
Rolls-Royce adviser in Alaska;
Schlumberger partners with BT 
for communications network; Rain for
Rent launches SWAT services division

53 Security Aviation expands services, 
relocates; Looking for a house 
sitter who doubles as a pet sitter?

FEATURES
8 Traversing the Northwest Passage

Northern Transportation’s ship MV Alex
Gordon travels from Halifax to the
Canadian Beaufort Sea to assist 
with refit of Kulluk drill ship for Shell

12 Wanted: Bush entrepreneurs
New public-private venture seeks to spur
economic development, create jobs in
rural Alaska with annual 
business competition

14 Property on the block in ANWR

43 XTA units may be 
remote dream come true
Canadian firm offers versatile,
programmable alarm monitoring 
and control products to operators 
of field installations in Alaska

44 Ivory set free at Prudhoe Bay

PHOTO FEATURE
55 STEELFAB fabricates massive 

double-walled tank for Kuparuk

Q&A COMPANY PROFILES
6 Acuren provides comprehensive 

integrity management services

13 Alaska customers use wide 
array of 3M’s 55,000 products

45 PDC Harris excels in Alaska 
energy and power generation projects

TEN YEARS AGO IN…..
17 Slowly, step-by-step, oil exploration is

being revived in Canada’s Arctic
17 Independent drills wildcat 

on Greenland’s west coast
20 Chugach expects to start 

building road to Katalla
20 Exxon continues to look 

at Point Thomson
25 Are they back? Chevron just picked 

up 26,000 acres in Alaska’s 
Beaufort Sea

28 Roll call of petroleum companies
28 In memory of Ruth Sheldon Knowles
33 Anadarko: their game is exploration
38 New oil to the west

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO…..
11 Bill Stamps hard at work in Calgary 

for Core Energy

WHAT’S IN A NAME 
4 Finding Kuparuk was a big surprise
5 Cosmopolitan: Geologist employs wit

in naming lower Cook Inlet oil prospect

CONTENTS



Page 4 PETROLEUM DIRECTORY • 3rd QUARTER 2006

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Stories behind the naming 

of northern discoveries

Finding Kuparuk was a big surprise
Geologist: Sinclair’s ploy to boost stock price ends with discovery of North America’s fourth-largest oil field

By ROSE RAGSDALE
For Petroleum Directory

The discovery of Kuparuk River, North
America’s fourth largest oil field, was a
good example of exploration serendipity.

The driving force behind Sinclair Oil
Corp.’s 2.5-billion-barrel find in 1969 actu-
ally originated thousands of miles away in
the boardroom of a competitor, according
to Christopher J. Lewis, area geologist for
Alaska at the time 

Sinclair, which had partnered with BP
in the 1964 state Colville lease sale, was
smarting from one disappointing explo-
ration effort after another on the North
Slope.This bad news had culminated with
Colville No. 1, the first attempt to find
commercial quantities of oil on the North
Slope, turning out to be a dry hole.

Gulf & Western made a hostile bid for
Sinclair, who by that time had closed its
Anchorage office. But the New York-based
independent wanted nothing to do with
Gulf & Western, recalled Lewis.

He told the story of Kuparuk’s discov-
ery in a presentation titled,“Three Big
North Slope Surprises,”at the Pacific
Section meeting of the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists in
Anchorage May 9.

Lewis, 74, described the process of find-
ing the Kuparuk River field as one big sur-
prise.

Angered by Sinclair’s rejection of the
buyout offer, Gulf & Western Chairman
Charlie Bludhorn is rumored to have said
to Sinclair’s chairman,“I’m going to get
your company, Mr.Thomas, and when I do,
the first thing I’m going to do is fire you
and your bunch of lackeys.”

The geologist said Sinclair Oil then
sought to counter the overt threat from
Gulf & Western by drilling another well on
the Colville leases near the recent Prudhoe
Bay discovery, which had excited the oil
industry and its investors.

“The thinking was that if we would
spud a well; our stock would go up; and
Gulf & Western wouldn’t get us,”he
recalled.

Arduous Arctic conditions
Lewis said he was summoned to the

offices of exploration subsidiary Sinclair Oil
& Gas in Denver on a Friday evening just
before Thanksgiving 1968 by Regional Vice
President Glen Simpson.

“I want you to go out there and stake a
well location straight away,”Simpson told
Lewis.

The next day, Lewis climbed aboard a
plane to Fairbanks where he just happened
to stumble upon the party chief of a Union
Oil seismic crew working in the Colville
area.

“I was able to use their camp and heli-
copter,”he said.

The weather was very cold with tem-
peratures dipping 40 degrees below zero
Fahrenheit.That first day Lewis said visibili-
ty was limited due to the frosting up of the
helicopter bubble and as he and his survey-
or were in the back seat they could not
help the pilot to find the location.The next
day he borrowed a tracked vehicle from
the seismic crew and with one of their sur-
veyors, set off across the tundra.

“We only had a few hours of daylight,”
recalled Lewis.“With two surveyors aboard,
suddenly I realized that we were going 180
degrees in the wrong direction. I saw the

lights of Bud Helmerick’s place to the
northwest of our location.We needed to go
southeast.We finally got to the site just
before dark.”(One of Helmericks’ sons,
Mark Helmericks, runs Colville Inc. today.)

A likely well site
The geologist said he had spotted two

odd-shaped lakes from air photographs and
picked a location in between them
because he thought it would be easy to
find.

They marked the spot with a flag and
returned on the third day to finish plotting
the well site.

Months later when drilling began in
early 1969 Sinclair assigned Lewis to sit on
the well.

“We were drilling at 6,000 feet without
any hope of getting anything because we
were downdip from the Colville High, and
that was a dry hole,”Lewis remembered.“I
was having my dinner when the crew said
we had had a break.”

In drilling parlance,“a break”meant the
rate of penetration had increased because
the drill bit encountered porous layers of
rock.

“When I looked at the cuttings, I real-

Flaring at the Ugnu well

continued on next page
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Cosmopolitan: Geologist employs 
wit in naming lower Cook Inlet oil prospect

By ROSE RAGSDALE
For Petroleum Directory

Senior officials sat down with geologists
at ARCO Alaska Inc. in the mid-1990s and
laid their cards on the table.Top manage-
ment at the Los Angeles-based parent com-
pany,Atlantic Richfield Co.,were “con-
cerned,”they said, that the geologists work-
ing for the company in Alaska did not have
enough international experience.

Phrasing this not-so veiled criticism as
delicately as possible, the managers told the
Alaska’s ARCO rock hounds that perhaps
they weren’t “cosmopolitan”enough to sat-
isfactorily do their jobs.

The managers then discussed transfer-
ring the geologists working in Alaska to
other ARCO locations in the world such as
Los Angeles,Houston and Indonesia.

Sitting in that meeting,ARCO geologist
Bob Swenson said the discussion caught his
attention,especially the term “cosmopoli-

tan.”
Shortly afterward,

Swenson completed
work in 1995 on a
project in the lower
Cook Inlet just off-
shore north of
Anchor Point.
Drawing on the
Starichkof State No.1
well drilled in 1967
by Pennzoil and
numerous geological clues,Swenson said he
“came up with the concept”for an oil
prospect at the offshore location and pre-
sented it to his superiors.

As the geologist credited with identify-
ing the prospect,Swenson enjoyed the priv-
ilege of giving the prospect a name.

“The earlier remark came to mind, so I
named it ‘Cosmopolitan’,”said Swenson,and
in so doing,perhaps sent a not-so veiled
message of his own to in Los Angeles.

Exploration continues at prospect
Over time,Swenson’s “concept”meta-

morphosed into the 24,601-acre
Cosmopolitan unit that today encompasses
seven state and two federal offshore oil and
gas leases where unspecified quantities of
oil have been discovered.

More than a decade later,Cosmopolitan
is being actively explored by ARCO Alaska’s
successor,ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc., and
generating excitement,according to its
newest working interest owner,Pioneer
Alaska Resources Inc.Pioneer said recently
it will up its investment from 10 percent to
50 percent and become operator of the
unit.

Swenson,meanwhile, left the company
to become a consultant a few years ago and
in 2005, joined the state Division of
Geological and Geophysical Surveys in the
Alaska Department of Natural Resources as
acting director and state geologist.

Geologist 
Bob Swenson

ized that we had an excellent oil sand,”
Lewis said.“I wanted a core to obtain a
solid rock sample of the sand but the rig
site did not have the connections to core
in a 12 1/4-inch hole.”

Wireless communication was usually so
poor that Lewis realized he would have to
travel to Fairbanks to confer by phone with
his superiors in Colorado about the next
step and then travel back to the slope,
using up over a day of precious drilling
time in the process. Instead,he decided to
ask the drilling crew to test the well.

Surprise, surprise
“Our surprise was complete when the

test produced oil.We recovered oil at a
rate of about 1,000 barrels per day in that
well,” he said.

Sinclair named the well Ugnu No. 1
because the Ugnuravik River ran through
the area.“It was really a small stream.
Ugnuravik was too long, so we just called
it ‘Ugnu,’ ” he said.

In short order, the well spewed barrels
and barrels of crude into a pit on the tun-
dra.“We could have bulldozed it over, but
thought the easiest thing was to burn it,”
he said.“Thereupon we applied a lighted

torch to the black gassy pool.”
Leaping tongues of flames soon

warmed the icy tundra.
But an Atlantic Richfield Co. rig work-

ing only 14 miles farther east never saw
the fire.The entire ploy, meanwhile, paid
off handsomely for Sinclair.The compa-
ny’s stock price rose, and ARCO soon
offered to buy the company in a friendly
takeover.

At the time of the takeover, Lewis said
Alaska was no longer a top priority at
Sinclair. Company officials saw themselves
as major players in the Rockies where
Sinclair had made a number of significant
discoveries.

Ironically, one of the first things ARCO
did when it took over Sinclair was sell
many of the company’s assets in the
Rockies.

KUPARUK continued from previous page

From left, Cameron Cox, head of the drilling department for Sinclair Oil and Gas, Christopher J. Lewis,
Alaska area geologist and Glen Simpson, Sinclair Oil & Gas regional vice president. Simpson later
became the Alaska General Manager for Arco.
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Acuren provides comprehensive integrity
management services 

With expert skill, Acuren engineers test performance of polymers, metals, ceramics 
and composites for Alaska clients 

Q.Where is your company located?

A.Acuren has 60 offices throughout the
United States,Canada and Mexico. Its head-
quarters are in Greenwich,Conn.

In Alaska,Acuren functions as an inde-
pendent company within the group with
operations in Anchorage,Prudhoe Bay,
Kenai and Fairbanks.Our Alaska headquar-
ters office is at 7911 King Street in
Anchorage.The tele-
phone number is
(907) 569-5000, and
our fax number is
(907) 569-5005.

Q.When was the
company founded,
who founded it, and
what was its original
name?

A.Original compa-
nies which now con-
stitute Acuren are
Canspec Group,
founded in 1973 in Alberta,Canada,by Ken
Stankievech, and Longview Inspection
founded in 1980 in Texas by Jim Treat.
Canspec and Longview combined opera-
tions under the new
name of Acuren in 2005.

Q.Who heads up
Acuren and who is on
its senior management
team?

A.Ken Stankievech,president, and Tal
Pizzey, vice president,operations, lead the
international operations.The senior man-
agement team in Alaska consists of Kim
Harker,managing director;Nelson Perrin,
operations manager; and George Bryant
and Kevin Deutsch, alternate project man-
agers,Prudhoe Bay.

Q.What is the company’s primary busi-
ness sector? What services do you offer?

A. Industries served include oil and gas,
power,pipeline,mining, fabrication,petro-

chemical,pulp and paper, aerospace, rail-
road and automotive.

Services include the full range of con-
ventional non-destructive testing (NDT)
including ultrasonic, radiographic, liquid
penetrant, and magnetic particle inspec-
tion; advanced NDT services including vari-
ous automated ultrasonic,phased array
ultrasonic, eddy current examination,digital

radiography;pressure vessel and
tank inspections,positive material
identification,visual inspection,
guided wave ultrasonics, and
more.Materials engineering ser-
vices include materials analysis,
failure analysis,welding engi-

neering, fitness for service assessments, cor-
rosion engineering,quality assurance and
visual inspection.

Q.Who are the company’s main
clients?

A. In Alaska,Acuren mainly serves the oil
and gas industry including BP,Chevron,
Forest Oil, Flint Hills,Tesoro and Pioneer.
We also serve the mining, fabrication and
power industries in the state.

Q.How many employees does your
company have?

A.Acuren has 2,400 employees globally
and 146 in Alaska.

Q.Describe your essential equipment
in general terms.

A.Our primary equipment arsenal con-
sists of:

Industrial radiography equipment and

By Paula Easley

Kim Harker, Acuren’s
Alaska Managing
Director, provided
information for this
company profile
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Envision ScanTrack is a robotic pipeline crawler inspecting pipelines for corrosion in real time.

Acuren inspector using rope access technology to
inspect a tower.
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mobile darkrooms
Real-time radiography equipment
Manual, automated and phased array

ultrasonic equipment
Magnetostrictive guided wave ultrasonic

equipment 
Non-destructive testing and inspection

equipment

Q. Is Acuren expanding any of its oper-
ations and/or locations?

A.We recently opened an office in
Fairbanks to provide services to the oil and
gas and mining industries in central Alaska.

Q.What is your company’s main
strength, i.e. its edge over the competition?

A.Acuren is the only national materials
engineering and non-destructive testing
company with a strong presence in Alaska.
We have tremendous depth in technology,
experience and people that is unmatched
in the industry.Whether an oil pipeline or a
roller bearing,Acuren engineers respond
quickly with cost-effective, concise and
objective answers.Our engineers work at
client field sites or they can examine com-
ponents in company laboratories.

Q.What new markets, clients and/or
projects did your company attract in the
last year?

A.We opened new offices in Kenai and
Fairbanks in the past year to meet the
needs of the oil and gas industry and
Alaska’s growing activity in its mining sec-
tor.

Q.Has the company invested in any
new technology in the last two years?

A.During the past two years in Alaska,
Acuren has invested in the following new
technologies:

Computer radiography system
Real-time digital radiography (hand-held

and crawler units)
Magnetostrictive guided wave ultrasonic

system
Phased array ultrasonic system

Q.What is the most challenging job the
company has undertaken?

A.Providing on-going NDT and inspec-
tion services to the Greater Prudhoe Bay
and ACT fields on the North Slope — it is
the size of the project (120-plus techni-
cians and inspectors) and the variety of ser-

vices that provides the on-going challenge.

Q.What are the biggest obstacles to
completing work the company under-
takes?

A.Our biggest obstacle is a shortage of
skilled and experienced technicians.This is
a problem throughout North America.

Q.What do you see as your company’s
biggest challenge in the next five years?

A.Recruiting, training and developing
enough qualified people to meet the
demands of our customers.

Q.What do you see as future trends or
opportunities for your company from
events such as long-term weather fluctua-
tions, resource development, etc.?

A.The development of the natural gas
industry in Alaska would provide new
opportunities for our services both during

construction and in providing on-going
maintenance and reliability services.

Q.What is the average length of time
employees work for the company?

A.Most of the employees we hired
when we came to Alaska in 2002 are still
with us.During the past year,our labor
force has grown by almost 50 percent.

Q.What is your company’s safety
record?

A.During 2005,Acuren had an injury
frequency rate of 0.9.

Q. Does your company maintain a
Web site?

A. For an overview of services provid-
ed by Acuren, we encourage companies
with analysis, inspection, or other integri-
ty management needs to visit our Web
site at www.acuren.com.
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Traversing the Northwest Passage
Northern Transportation’s ship MV Alex Gordon travels from Halifax to the Canadian Beaufort Sea

to assist with refit of Kulluk drill ship for Shell

By ALAN BAILEY
Petroleum Directory

Fortunately marine technologies (not
to mention health and safety standards)
have improved out of all recognition
since Sir John Franklin led an 1847
British expedition to seek the Northwest
Passage. Franklin’s two ships were
crushed and sunk by pack ice; Franklin
and the more than 100 sailors in the
expedition subsequently died of starva-
tion in one of the Royal Navy’s more
spectacular disasters. But the route that
Franklin was attempting to navigate
proved to be the optimum way to thread
between the many islands of northern
Canada, between Baffin Bay and the
Canadian Beaufort Sea.

Sunny Munroe, business liaison and
communications manager for Northern
Transportation Co. Ltd., told Petroleum
News about a July 2006 voyage through
the Northwest Passage — the first of the
2006 season — by NTCL’s supply ship
and anchor handler, the MV Alex Gordon,
which traveled from Halifax, Nova Scotia,
to Tuktoyaktuk, Northwest Territories in
the company of the Vladimir Ignatyuk, an
Arctic Class IV icebreaker owned by
Murmansk Shipping and based in
Murmansk, Russia.

Mobilizing the Kulluk
The NTCL voyage resulted from a con-

tract to assist with mobilizing the Kulluk
Arctic drill ship for Shell — Shell has pur-
chased the Kulluk for drilling in the leas-
es that it now owns in the U.S. Beaufort
Sea.The Kulluk has been moored for sev-
eral years in McKinley Bay, about 50
miles east of Tuktoyaktuk, Munroe said.
Frontier Drilling is managing the refur-
bishment of the Kulluk for Shell, which
contracted NTCL to assist with the
marine aspects of the refurbishment.

The drill ship is held in position by
anchors and 10 steel mooring lines, each
about 2,000 feet long. Shell wants all of
these anchors and lines replaced as part
of the refurbishment, Munroe said. Shell
also wants to move the ship out of
McKinley Bay during the summer and
then put the ship back into the bay for
the winter.The Alex Gordon is assisting
with the mooring line replacement,

recovering and replacing the 10-ton
anchors as needed, and with moving the
drill ship in and out of the bay. Shell has
hired a team of mooring line specialists
from Texas to change the lines.

Because NTCL’s fleet of tugs are
engaged in the company’s routine freight
and fuel transportation business during
the summer, the company decided to use
one of its pair of seasoned anchor han-
dling and supply vessels for the Kulluk
project.These vessels are also Arctic class
II icebreakers and were designed and
built for work in the Arctic by Dome
Petroleum in the late 1970s.

“They’re both stationed in Halifax, so
in order to arrive at McKinley Bay the
Alex Gordon, which was chartered for
this specific operation, had to go through
the Northwest Passage,” Munroe
explained.

But in order to arrive at McKinley Bay
by Aug. 1, the date the marine part of the
Kulluk project was scheduled to start, the
Alex Gordon needed to sail from Halifax
in July, a time of year in which ice condi-
tions in the Northwest Passage are too
severe for an Arctic Class II icebreaker.
Shell had also chartered a Russian-owned
Arctic Class IV icebreaker called the
Vladimir Ignatyuk, which was formerly
called the Kalvik and was owned by Gulf

Canada during the heyday of Canadian
Beaufort Sea exploration.

“In order for our ship to get through
it needed to be accompanied by a high-
er-powered icebreaker.We followed the
Vladimir Ignatyuk through the Northwest
Passage,” Munroe said.

The Vladimir Ignatyuk would partici-
pate as the lead tug with the Alex
Gordon in the Kulluk operations at
McKinley Bay.

Experienced pilot and captain
Even with modern icebreakers, navi-

gating through Arctic ice is not a trivial
exercise; a safe and successful voyage
depends on experience and knowledge.

“You need the experience for two
things: to know what your ship is capa-
ble of doing and to know what kind of
ice you’re going through,” Munroe said.
“… It’s helpful, at least for the first time
that you go through (the passage), to
have someone who has done it a number
of times, who can say ‘this is OK, we can
do this.Your ship can do this’.”

The master on board the Alex Gordon,
Captain Selby Wiseman, spent 10 years in
the Canadian Arctic during the 1980s
working for Arctic Towing, which assisted
the exploration vessels owned by Dome
and Gulf.And Captain Yuri Krivenko, mas-

Northern Transportation Co. Ltd.’s supply ship and anchor handler, the MV Alex Gordon, in the Arctic ice.
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ter of the Vladimir Ignatyuk, had sailed
his ship through the Northwest Passage
in 2005 as part of an assignment to move
the SDC drilling rig from Herschel Island
to a drill location in the Canadian
Beaufort Sea for Devon Canada’s offshore
program, the first Canadian Arctic off-
shore well in about 15 years. Shell also
hired retired marine Captain Clive
Cunningham to act as the ice pilot.
Cunningham had worked for Dome
Petroleum when that company was
exploring offshore in the Canadian Arctic
during the 1970s and 1980s.

“He’s an acknowledged expert in all
aspects of northern marine travel and ice
conditions,” Munroe said.

For most of the Gordon’s crew of 10,
all mariners from Newfoundland, this
was their first trip through the
Northwest Passage. But for the Vladimir
Ignatyuk’s crew of 25, this was second
trip for many of them.All, however, are
experienced crewmembers, well-trained
for their work.

Cunningham and Munroe joined the

Vladimir Ignatyuk and Alex Gordon,
respectively, at Resolute, on the southern
coast of Cornwallis Island — Cornwallis
Island lies in the Canadian Arctic south-
west of Ellesmere Island, at a latitude of
about 75 degrees north. From Cornwallis
Island the preferred Northwest Passage
route heads south through Peel Sound
(east of Prince of Wales Island), into
Queen Maud Gulf. From there the route
follows a series of straits or gulfs
between the south side of Victoria Island
and the northern coast of mainland
Canada.

Inspection of a map of the region
shows alternative routes in much wider
water channels than Peel Sound, to the
west of Prince of Wales Island, for exam-
ple. However, the larger water bodies
tend to contain larger amounts of multi-
year ice — ice that has not melted
between successive winters. Multiyear
ice tends to be much harder and much
more difficult to break through, thus
making the Peel Sound route the most
viable passage, Munroe explained.

Significant challenges
But even Peel Sound can present sig-

nificant challenges, with the sea ice shift-
ing, cracking, opening up and closing
again.As the Vladimir Ignatyuk and Alex
Gordon progressed through the sound
they encountered some ice more than
four feet thick, Munroe said.

“The ice at the north end of Peel
Sound was fairly thick and difficult and as
we progressed south the ice conditions
would change, depending on what the
weather conditions were like, how much
pressure there was on the ice, how close
the ships were to land, if there was wind
blowing,” Munroe said.“… The first day
we only made about 10 miles and the sec-
ond day we probably doubled that.”

The Vladimir Ignatyuk has a wide and
flat spoon-shaped prow, designed to ride
up on the ice and then break it using the
weight of the ship.A “bubbler system”
sprays water to lubricate the ice as the
vessel slides onto it. Even so, breaking the
ice would sometimes require more than
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Northern Canada viewed from the north. Peel Sound runs north to south directly above Resolute. Cambridge Bay is on Victoria Island. The Northwest Passage
route passes through Peel Sound and then between Victoria Island and the mainland of Canada.
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one attempt.
“There were a number of instances

where the Vladimir Ignatyuk took a run at
it and had to back up and do it again,”
Munroe said.

While the ships were in the sea ice
Munroe said that she saw several polar
bears, one of which came close to the
ship.And she recalled one occasion when
she thought there was a possibility of a
whole herd of bears showing up at the
Gordon.“There was one day when our
cook on the Gordon was cooking a
turkey and it smelled wonderful,” Munroe
said.“(The boat) had stopped for a while
and I was out on deck. I could smell the
turkey through the oven vent on the out-
side and I thought we might get a few
extra guests for dinner. But the ship start-
ed moving again and we didn’t get any.”

Other wildlife included many seals and
Arctic terns, and a lone Arctic fox.

Less severe than normal
Ice conditions improved as the vessels

traveled south and, in fact, proved to be
less severe than is normal for July.

“The farther south we got, the ice soft-
ened and then disappeared entirely,”
Munroe said.“The ice pilot said he had
never seen ice conditions that easy, that
early in the shipping season.”

After leaving Resolute on July 21 the
vessels arrived in Tuktoyaktuk on the
evening of July 28.

“The schedule called for that trip from
Resolute to Tuktoyaktuk to take from

eight to about 10 days … so we were
actually about three days early,” Munroe
said.

However, three years ago, Cunningham
piloted three ships through the
Northwest Passage, and the ice in Peel
Sound was so difficult the ships were
stuck for four-and-a-half days, she said.

But those few days now seem trivial
when compared with the years that early
explorers spent marooned in the Arctic
ice. Munroe recounted how she played a
recording of a folk song about the 1847
Franklin expedition while the modern
icebreakers passed the spot where Sir
John Franklin met his demise.

“They had come down Peel Sound and
they had got as far as a place called King
William Island,” Munroe said. Near King
William Island a body of water now
called Franklin Strait meets Peel Sound,
causing ice pressures that probably
trapped and crushed Franklin’s two
ships.

“Doing it now … the Vladimir
Ignatyuk has 25,000 horsepower and a
modern, specially designed steel hull,”
Munroe said.“You can imagine that ship
being stuck there for four-and-a-half days
and these guys (in the 1840s) were stuck
there for two years. … It just boggles the
mind that they were doing it at all.”
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Yuri Krivenko (left), captain of the Vladimir Ignatyuk and Captain Clive Cunningham (right), ice pilot for
the journey through the Northwest Passage.

The Vladimir Ignatyuk, a class IV icebreaker owned and operated by Murmansk Shipping Co., in the sea ice of Peel Sound in the Northwest Passage
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Stamps hard at work in Calgary for Core Energy
By ROSE RAGSDALE
For Petroleum Directory

Bill Stamps, former manager of business
development and external affairs for Peak
Oilfield Service Co. in Alaska,has a knack for
landing on his feet in new situations.

Sent to Nabors Canada in Calgary in January
2005 on a six-month assignment (Peak is partly
owned by Nabors), Stamps elected to stay on in
Alberta to become vice
president of business
development for Core
Energy Solutions,a
pipelines and facilities
construction company
Nabors purchased out of
bankruptcy.

Just as chance brought
him to Alaska in 1970 after
he helped to erect an off-
shore platform in
California, so have the vagaries of fortune trans-
ported him to Canada.And just as Stamps came
to Alaska for just six weeks to help out a friend
on the North Slope and ended up staying for 25
years — 17 years with Peak, so has he extended
his “temporary”stay in the Canadian oil patch.

Stamps: ‘Working my butt off’
When asked in a recent interview what he is doing in Canada,

Stamps replied:“Working my butt off, and loving every minute of it.”
The former president of the Alaska Support Industry Alliance and

leader in the group’s Kenai Chapter now spends his days looking
for new construction projects all over central and northern Alberta,
northeastern British Columbia and the Northwest Territories.

Most of Core Energy’s work involves building oil and gas infra-
structure,but Stamps says the contractor is looking into branching
into other industry sectors.Core Energy employed more than 400
workers on construction projects last winter, and expects to ramp
up employment again this fall with at least 400, if not more,work-
ers.

Stamps’wife,Charlene,also landed on her feet,
working for the same employer,DHL Danzas, in
Calgary for whom she did in Alaska.

Looking back on a quarter century spent in
the Alaska oil patch,Stamps says his most memo-
rable experiences center on his unrelenting strug-
gles to overcome unreasonable opposition from
environmentalists to responsible energy develop-
ment in the state.

“For a wonderful place like Alaska that
receives 80 percent of its unrestricted revenue
from the oil and gas industry, it never ceases to
amaze me that so many people in the state are
against responsible development,”he said.“In
Alberta,we put pipelines across farmers’ fields,
and they are very open to it.Here, they welcome
responsible oil and gas development.”

Beef, not seafood; golf, not fishing
A memorable achievement during his Alaska

career,was co-founding the Sakhalin-Alaska
College in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk with Dennis Steffy,
director of the University of Alaska’s Mining and
Petroleum Training Service,according to Stamps.

“It was a pleasure to work with Dennis in pio-
neering Alaska’s involvement in the Russian Far
East,”he says.

He also recalls good times working with various community
groups including the Resource Development Council,Kenai Boys &
Girls Club and Kenai Chamber of Commerce.

What does he miss most about Alaska?
“My friends,”says Stamps,“and something I took for granted for

25 years — fresh seafood.”
“That’s just not happening over here,”he chuckles.“But the best

beef in the world is Alberta beef.”
In his leisure time,Stamps plays golf at one of the 40 golf cours-

es within a 45-minute radius of Calgary.“I try to play golf when I get
a chance,”he says.

Of fishing,he adds:“I haven’t wet a hook since I left Alaska.”
Stamps and his wife would love to hear from friends in Alaska.

They can be reached at bill.stamps@nabors.com.

Whatever happened to…?  appears
in every issue of Petroleum News’ quar-
terly Petroleum Directory. We’re tracking
down people in Alaska and western
Canada’s oil and gas industry who have
moved out of those areas to pursue other
ventures.

If you have been wondering what
happened to a former client or associate,
please let us know. Or if you have any
information on the whereabouts of some-
one who other people might be wonder-
ing about, let us know.

Contact Amy Spittler
Special Publications Editor

907-522-9469 • Fax: 907-522-9583
aspittler@petroleumnews.com

whatever
happened to?

BILL STAMPS
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Wanted: Bush entrepreneurs
New public-private venture seeks to spur economic development, create jobs 

in rural Alaska with annual business competition
By ROSE RAGSDALE
For Petroleum Directory

Designer cosmetics made in Nunataat?
Anti-cancer treatments from Nuiqsut? A
biodiesel plant in Delta Junction? A cross-
cultural learning institute on St. George
Island? Winter eco-tours in Deering? A
high-speed visitor ferry in Metlakatla?

Yes, these innovative concepts could
soon become reality thanks to the Alaska
Marketplace, a new program aimed at
spurring economic development in the
state’s smallest communities.

Inspired by The World Bank
Development Marketplace, the Alaska ver-
sion got its start last year when the Denali
Commission,Alaska Federation of Natives,
BP Exploration (Alaska) Inc.,
Telecommunications Development Fund,
Alaska Growth Capital Inc. and
ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc. came together
to underwrite the project. Other partners
include the Alaska Manufacturing
Extension Partnership, College of Rural
Alaska, University of Alaska Fairbanks and
Alaska Village Initiatives.

Managed by the Alaska Federation of
Natives, the Alaska Marketplace process
runs 18 months.The first cycle began
with a call for proposals in October, cli-
maxed with monetary awards this spring,
and is set to end in the spring of 2007
after the winning business ideas have
been implemented.

Call for ideas
Like the international marketplace, the

Alaska Marketplace focuses on finding the
best ideas and turning them into action.
The theme for 2006 is “Culture and
Development.”

The program invited rural Alaskans
with innovative ideas about how to create
jobs and stimulate rural Alaska economies
to compete for startup funds.Winners use
their awards to develop and implement
their ideas with the help of seasoned busi-
ness professionals.

In the first competition, held earlier
this year, 170 ideas were evaluated based
on their innovation, sustainability and
profitability, poverty reduction/job cre-
ation and cultural heritage.

Innovators with the 22 most promising

proposals — as determined by a world-
class jury of 23 private and public sector
professionals — won a portion of
$500,000, in seed money awards ranging
from $8,000 to $50,000, and all 43 finalists
received an honorable mention prize of
$1,000.The judges also presented three
People’s Choice awards of $1,000.

Some of the winning ideas are practical
notions inspired by the needs of the local

community, such as the arts and crafts
cooperative planned for Mekoryuk. Others
seek to capitalize on the economic
strength of nearby markets such as the
energy-efficient four-season greenhouse
planned for Chickaloon, about 70 miles
northeast of Anchorage. Still others aim to
capture global markets with products cre-
ated from raw materials unique to Alaska,
such as health products from Southeast
Alaska forests to be produced in Wrangell.

Impressed with the success of the
2006 competition, BP committed
$200,000 on May 18 to kick off next
year’s contest.The Alaska Federation of
Natives’ board of directors has set a goal
of raising $2 million to award in the 2007
competition.

For a complete list and description of
the 2006 winning projects, visit
www.alaskamarketplace.org.

Top photo, the
2006 Alaska
Marketplace
winners. At
left, finalist
Brian Ashton
shares his idea
for salmon egg
incubators and
planters.
Below, finalist
Sherry Adams
shares her pro-
ject with Arts
and Crafts
judge Gail
Schubert
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Alaska customers use wide array 
of 3M’s 55,000 products 

3M’s commitment to innovation brings constant stream of new products to worldwide markets

Q.Where are 3M’s operations located? 

A:3M is a global,diversified technology
company with operations in some 200
countries.3M Alaska is a focused element
of 3M with a specific mission to serve
Alaska customers.

Q.What year was the company found-
ed, who founded it, and what was its
original name?

A:3M was found-
ed in 1902 in Two
Harbors,Minn., as a
mining operation for
grinding wheel abra-
sives.3M was known
as Minnesota Mining
and Manufacturing
until just the last few
years.3M Alaska was
established in 1971.
We were first located
in the Spenard area.We later moved to the
corner of International and Minnesota.Our
current facility is located in south
Anchorage near Minnesota and C Streets
(11151 Calaska Circle).

Q.Who heads up your company and
who is on its senior management team?

A:The 3M corporation is led by George
Buckley.Paul Sander manages the 3M
Alaska operation.3M Alaska is structured
under our corporate organization as part of
3M’s international business development.
3M Alaska,3M Hawaii and 3M Guam oper-
ate as 3M offshore operations,but as part
of the 3M’s United States operations.Alaska
is considered offshore because of some of
the logistical challenges to servicing non-
contiguous states.

Q.Describe any partnership arrange-
ments and when they became effective.

A:We partner with and sell our many
products through a large number of local
and national distributors.We have products
that are marketed and sold in virtually
every business environment.

Q.What are the company’s primary
business sectors? What services do you
offer in Alaska?

A:We focus on products and customer
solutions in multiple markets.Our corpo-
rate structure is organized in the following
big business areas:

Consumer and office
Display and graphics
Electronic and communications
Health care
Industrial and transportation
Safety, security and protection 

We offer our Alaska customers local
sales, technical support, customer service
as well as warehousing and delivery ser-
vice.

Q.Who are the company’s main
clients?

A:Our customers vary
and range from large corpo-
rations and multinational
manufacturers to the indi-
vidual consumer.

Q.How many employees
does your company have? How many in
Alaska?

A:3M has more than 69,000 employees
worldwide.About half of those employees
work in the United States.3M Alaska has 14
highly motivated employees located in
Anchorage to serve our Alaska customers.

Q.Does 3M have subsidiaries? 

A:3M operates a number of U.S. sub-
sidiaries, as well as in-country subsidiary
operations in more than 60 countries.

Q. Is your company expanding any of
its operations?

A:Corporately,3M is constantly expand-
ing its operations through internal growth
or through business acquisitions.One of
our recent exciting acquisitions is the filtra-

tion company,CUNO.This acquisition great-
ly expands our product solutions for liquid
filtration.We see a number of opportunities
to assist our Alaska oil and gas customers
with their filtration needs in both their pro-
duction and refining facilities.

We are always looking for opportunities
to expand our Alaska operation for 3M in
such areas as logistical support to the 3M
global business or some light manufactur-
ing.

Q.What is your company’s main
strength, i.e., its edge over the competi-
tion?

A:Our real strength comes in a couple
ways. First,with more than 55,000 prod-
ucts,we offer our customers a one-compa-
ny solution for many of their needs. In
Alaska,we offer this along with local sales,
customer service and logistical services.
Secondly,3M offers vast technical support
services through our development and sup-

port labs as well as our engineer-
ing and technical service
departments.Our sales and
customer service people in
Alaska have this solid techni-
cal support from our division
and corporate groups.

Q. In what new markets did your com-
pany experience growth in the last year?

A.3M’s most significant growth areas
this past year have been in our commercial
graphics,occupational safety and abrasives
product areas.

Q.Has the company invested in any
new technology in the last two years?

A:3M corporately targets a large amount
of income back into R&D.Last year,3M
spent over $1.2 billion in research and
development.This investment is in addition
to acquisition expenditures made to bolster
our product depth and knowledge.The
company also encourages innovation from
outside sources. For instance,44 young uni-
versity researchers received 3M grants in

Alaska manager Paul
Sander contributed to
this company profile. 

By Paula Easley

continued on next page
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2006 for their research that could result in
new products.

Q.What are the biggest obstacles to
completing work the company under-
takes?

A:Like so many Alaska companies, logis-
tics issues are always a challenge.We work
hard to stock locally the key products to
support our Alaska customers.3M’s large
number of individual products adds a lot of
complications to our supply chain process
so that we can provide our customers with
timely delivery at a reasonable cost.

Q.What do you see as your company’s
biggest challenge in the next five years?

A:One of our ongoing challenges is to
be able to meet a growing demand for 3M
products.We have a large number of prod-
ucts that fit the industrial markets,particu-
larly related to respiratory safety.Worldwide
demand has been such that 3M is investing
in additional manufacturing capacity to
keep pace.

Q.What do you see as future trends or
opportunities for your company from
events such as long-term weather fluctua-
tions, resource development, etc.?

A: I see the Alaska market as a steadily
growing business environment.3M has
many products that can help our cus-
tomers adjust to that changing environ-
ment as well as a changing economy.We
have concentrated a lot of our future
growth on the oil and gas industry.The gas
pipeline will generate a number of growth
opportunities in our industrial products
such as abrasives,welding and personal
protection products.

Q.What is the most humorous story
from your company’s years in the busi-
ness in Alaska?

A:When people think of duct tape, they
usually think of two other things — 3M
and Alaska.

A number of year ago,3M produced a
whole container of one-inch duct tape for a
foreign country that then had a trade
embargo placed against it.The obvious best
outlet for a container load of special one-
inch duct tape was Alaska.One inch is not
the most popular size of duct tape,but
over a rather extended period of time we
moved the entire container of tape by one
means or another including a sizeable
donation to the Anchorage Duct Tape Ball
that included completely covering a car.We
joke today about one-inch duct tape and its

many uses.
Q.Does your company have an

anniversary or other landmark event
coming up? 

A:Our real key milestone was in 2002
when 3M celebrated its 100-year anniver-
sary.3M Alaska is proud to be an Alaska
business partner,now in our 35th year in
the state.

Q.What is the average length of time
employees work for the company? Are you
hiring for any positions?

A:We typically have very long-term
employees.Our Alaska support staff aver-
ages about 15 years with 3M.Our sales
force has seen more frequent change lately,
but in the past we have had sales people
typically with 15-20 years of service.We
plan to add a sales person in the near
future to focus on our growing business in
dental products.

Q.Does your company or its partners
or subsidiaries maintain Web sites? 

A:The corporate Web site is
http://3m.com/.This site provides in depth
information on our organization and prod-
ucts.Our local Alaska Web site is
http://www.3m.com/intl/alaska.jhtml.

Property on the block in ANWR
Owner puts small Kaktovik hotel complex up for sale in prime Arctic coastal plain location

By ROSE RAGSDALE
For Petroleum Directory

It’s not everyday that commercial real
estate comes on the market in the middle
of the coastal plain of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

Yet, a 14-bed hotel, with 3,500 square
feet for restaurant, bar and office space, is
up for sale in the Village of Kaktovik,
smack dab in the middle of ANWR.

Known as the Kaktovik Hotel, the lodg-
ing complex is the brainchild of Harris
Yang, a Korean-American entrepreneur
who came to Alaska nearly 40 years ago.

Yang said he invested $700,000 in con-
structing the hotel in 1999 and is hoping
to sell it now that he has retired.The prop-
erty has been closed for a couple of years.

Yang is offering the property for
$450,000 and notes that it can be used as
offices for oilfield services, or as a man
camp, hunting lodge or tourism business.

Yang: Hotel built for ANWR
“The hotel was built for ANWR,”he said.

“It’s hard to build up there,and some com-
panies may need rooms or offices.There’s
a lot of activity in Kaktovik. There’s con-
struction pretty much every year,”

Oil companies in Canada and the
Lower 48 already have expressed interest
in the property, according to Yang.

And Kaktovik residents are eager to see
it reopen, he said.

A remote community of about 200 resi-

dents accessible only by air or sea,
Kaktovik has two other operating hotels,
the 20-bed Waldo Arms and the six-room,
24-bed Marsh Creek Inn.

Kaktovik visitors, including oilfield and
government workers and tourists, appear
to be fully accommodated by the two
operating hotels, according to a Kaktovik
city council member who requested
anonymity.

Still, the Kaktovik Inupiat Corp., which
owns the Marsh Creek Inn, is currently
planning an addition, and the Waldo Arms
recently doubled up beds in its rooms to
meet demand.

Yang said he immigrated to the United
States in 1970 after spending two and a
half years fighting in the jungles of
Southeast Asia.He is also selling the 70-bed
Klondike Hotel, with a 4,000-square-foot
bar and restaurant, in Fairbanks.The price
tag: $3.6 million.

3M continued from previous page
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Active companies
Air Passenger/Charter & Support

Air Logistics of Alaska
1915 Donald Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1197
Fax: (907) 452-4539
Contact: Dave Scarbrough
Phone: Anchorage: (907) 248-3335
Email: dscarbrough@airlogak.com
Helicopter contract and charter services.

Alaska Air Cargo
Horizon Air Cargo
P.O. Box 68900
Seattle, WA 98168
Contact: Matt Yerbic, 
Managing Director of Cargo
Phone: (206) 392-2705 or 800-2ALASKA
Fax: (206) 392-2641
Email: matt.yerbic@alaskaair.com
Web site: www.alaskacargo.com
Award winning cargo services to more places,
more often, with more lift to, from, and with-
in the state of Alaska

Egli Air Haul
P.O. Box 169
King Salmon, AK  99613.
Contact: Sam Egli
Phone: (907) 246-3554
Fax:  (907) 246-3654
Email: egliair@bristolbay.com
Web site: www.egliair.com
Serving Alaska since 1982, we perform a wide
variety of flight operations, including airplane
and helicopter charter, aerial survey, and spe-
cialized operations such as external load
work, powerline maintenance, aerial filming
and videography.

Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska
1936 Merrill Field Drive
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Tom Freeburg,
director of operations
Phone: (907) 257-1500
Fax: (907) 257-1529
Email: tom@evergreenak.com
Contact: Jerry Rock, president
Phone: (907) 257-1500
Fax:  (907) 276-2553
Nome office: (907) 443-5334
Airlines office: (907) 257-1500

Web site: evergreenaviation.com
Evergreen’s diverse fleet has provided award-
winning safety to Alaskans since 1960 in
petroleum exploration & production, fire-
fighting, forestry, construction, search & res-
cue, cargo transport, and utility transmission.

Frontier Flying Service 
5245 Airport Industrial Way
Fairbanks, AK  99709
Contact: Craig Kenmonth, general manager
Phone: (907) 474-1739
Fax: (907) 450-7271
Email: craig@frontierflying.com
Web site: www.frontierflying.com

Kenai Aviation
P.O. Box 46
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Bob or Jim Bielefeld
Phone: (907) 283-4124
Phone: (800) 478-4124 (within Alaska)
Fax: (907) 283-5267
Email: kb@chugach.net
Air taxi services provided since 1961 state
wide, mostly Cook Inlet. Single engine and
twin Bonanza.
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Lynden
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Railbelt Marine
Alaska West Express
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics
Lynden Transport
6441 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Jeanine St. John
Phone: (907) 245-1544
Fax: (907) 245-1744
Email: custsvc@lynden.com
The combined scope of the Lynden companies
includes truckload and less-than-truckload
highway connections, scheduled barges, inter-
modal bulk chemical hauls, scheduled and
chartered air freighters, domestic and inter-
national air forwarding and international sea
forwarding services.

Northern Air Cargo
3900 W. International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Mark Liland, acct. mgr.
Anch./Prudhoe Bay
Phone: (907) 249-5149
Fax: (907) 249-5194
Email: mliland@nac.aero
Web site: www.nac.aero
Serving the aviation needs of rural Alaska for
almost 50 years, NAC is the states largest all
cargo carrier moving nearly 100 million
pounds of cargo on scheduled flights to 17 of
Alaska’s busiest airports. NAC’s fleet of DC-6,
B-727, and ATR-42 aircraft are available for
charters to remote sites and flag stops to 44
additional communities.

Architecture

Kuukpik - LCMF
615 E. 82nd Ave., Ste 200
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Steve Chronic, general mgr.
Contact: Richard Rearick, architectural mgr.
Contact: Ken Pinard, survey mgr.
Contact: Wiley Wilhelm, engineering mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1830
Fax: (907) 273-1831
Email: receptionist@lcmf.com
Other Offices:
Barrow: (907) 852-8212
Email: ktoovak@ukpik.com
Alpine: (907) 670-4739
Email: alp1035@ppco.com
Arctic specialized architectural and engineer-
ing design for commercial facilities;
water/sewer, fuel and transportation systems
design; contractor support surveying and per-
mitting for oil and gas development; remote
site land and hydrographic surveying.

Arctic Engineering

ASRC Energy Services
3900 C St., Ste. 701
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Jack Laasch, exec. vp strategic dev.
and external affairs
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: jack.laasch@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com

Oil and gas services, engineering, construc-
tion, operations, maintenance, pipeline con-
struction and maintenance, project manage-
ment, geological and geophysical, drilling
and completion engineering, well stimula-
tion, exploration services.

ASRC Energy Services – Engineering and
Technology
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John Lewis, vp operations
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: john.lewis@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Drilling and completion engineering, well
stimulation, facilities engineering, upstream
exploration and production services, geologi-
cal and geophysical services, automation,
electrical and instrumentation, platform reno-
vation and construction.

Great Northern Engineering
137 E. Arctic Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: John H. Riggs, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 745-6988
Fax: (907) 745-0591
Email: gne@mtaonline.net
Website: www.greatnorthernengineering.com
Anchorage office: 561-0200
Kenai office: 283-5199
Great Northern Engineering (GNE) is a full-
service engineering firm specializing in indus-
trial power and petro-chemical engineering.
Complete engineering services in mechanical,
electrical, civil, structural, rotating equipment,
and corrosion engineering.  Consulting ser-
vices in project design, preparation of project
documents, bid assistance, project manage-
ment, cost estimating and inspection services.

Arctic Gear

Alaska Textiles
620 W. Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Clif Burnette, vice president
Phone: (907) 265-4880
Fax: (907) 265-4850
Email: clif@alaskatextiles.com
Web site: www.alaskatextiles.com
Alaska Textiles Inc. is Alaska’s leader in FR
Arctic Apparel supplier.

Korbana Protective Apparel
620 W. Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Clif Burnette, vice president
Phone: (907) 265-4880
Fax: (907) 265-4850
Email: clif@alaskatextiles.com
Web site: www.alaskatextiles.com
Alaska Textiles Inc. is Alaska’s leading supplier
in FR Arctic Apparel.

Aviation Fuel Sales/Bulk Diesel

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mark Helmericks, president; Rick
Hofreiter
Phone:  (888) 659-3198
Contact: Doug Clinton, vice president

Phone: (907) 224-2533
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Jet A, Jet B, 100 LL, 24-hour service. Dispatch
by phone.

Bearings 

U.S. Bearings & Drives
611 E. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Dena Kelley, operations mgr.
Phone: 563-3000
Fax: 563-1003
Email: dkelley@bearings.com
Web site: www.bearings.com
U.S. Bearings & Drives, formerly BESCO has
been providing bearings and drive compo-
nents to our Alaskan customers since 1952.
We offer quality components and experi-
enced personnel.

Buildings — Lease Space

Bond, Stephens & Johnson
3201 C Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Lottie Michael, 
CCIM/ Michael James
Phone: (907) 786-7308/7323
Fax: (907) 786-7370/7333
Email:  lottiemichael@gci.net
Email:  jmjames@acsalaska.net
Lottie Michael, CCIM and Michael James spe-
cialize in all facets of Commercial Real Estate.
Buy, sell or lease of Industrial Land, ware-
house, Office and Retail properties.

Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage
Deadhorse Airport
Deadhorse, AK 99734
Contact: J. Harper Gaston, president
P.O. Box 670
Greenville, GA 30222
Phone: (706) 672-0999
Fax: (706) 672-1188
Email: jcrlcr@numail.org
Space designed for oilfield services. Located
one-half mile north of Deadhorse airport.
800 sf.–1,200 sf. individual or combined units.
Rent includes heat, snow removal, mainte-
nance and repairs.

Buildings — Modular

Alaska Cover-All LLC 
6740 Jollipan Crt.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Paul Nelson, mgr.
Phone: (907) 346-1319
Fax: (907) 346-4400
Email: paul@alaskacoverall.com
Contact: Scott Coon 
Phone: (907) 646-1219
Fax:  (907) 646-1253
Email: scott@alaskacoverall.com
National Call Center: 1-800-268-3768
We are the Alaska dealers for Cover-All
Building Systems. Steel framed, fully engi-
neered, LDPE fabric covered, portable build-
ings in 18 to 270 foot widths and any length.

Alaska Dreams
2081 Van Horn Rd., Suite 2
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: M. Huser, president
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Phone: (907) 455-7712
Fax: (907) 455-7713
Email: AlaskaDreams@att.net
Specialized in design, sales and construction
of fabric covered steel buildings, a cost effi-
cient building solution for many applications.
We offer our worldwide, longtime experience
for your future project.

Arctic Structures
9312 Vanguard Dr., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Ray Gipson
Phone: (907) 522-2425
Fax: (907) 522-2426
Email: raygipson@arcticstructures.com
Camps, offices, classrooms, clinics, etc. – large
inventory of modular buildings for rent/sale
or custom build – MANUFACTURED IN ALAS-
KA.  Supply/erect  pre-engineered metal
buildings.

PTI Group
3051 Parsons Rd.
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6N 1C8
Phone: (800) 314-2695
Fax: (780) 463-1015
Email: ptigroup@ptigroup.com
Web site: www.ptigroup.com
With over 25 years experience, PTI Group is
one of North America’s largest fully integrat-
ed suppliers of remote site services providing
temporary and permanent workforce hous-
ing, food services, camp management, and
other related value-add services to resource
industries worldwide. For more information,
visit us at www.ptigroup.com.

Camps, Catering & Lodging

Alaska Tent & Tarp
529 Front St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Jim Haselberger
Phone: (907) 456-6328
Fax: (907) 452-5260
Email: aktent@ptialaska.net
Web site: www.ptialaska.net/~aktent

Arctic Structures
9312 Vanguard Dr., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Ray Gipson
Phone: (907) 522-2425
Fax: (907) 522-2426
Email: raygipson@arcticstructures.com
Camps, offices, classrooms, clinics, etc. – large
inventory of modular buildings for rent/sale
or custom build – MANUFACTURED IN ALAS-
KA.  Supply/erect  pre-engineered metal
buildings.

Bombay Deluxe Indian Restaurant
555 W. Northern Lights Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99505
Contact: Sunil Sethi, President
Phone: (907) 277-1200
Fax: (907644-4523
Email: sunil@bombaydeluxe.com
Web site: www.bombaydeluxe.com
Bombay Deluxe (www.bombaydeluxe.com) is
the only authentic Indian Restaurant in the
State of Alaska.  Tantalize your taste buds
with our Traditional Naan Bread, Tandoori
Chicken and Palak Paneer.  Bombay Deluxe –
the spice of life.  

Ten years ago in Alaska & northern
Canada’s oil patch…..

This section consists of partial reprints from Petroleum News Alaska
(predecessor to Petroleum News).

Slowly, step-by-step, oil exploration 
is being revived in Canada’s Arctic

The lure of Canada’s Arctic has intensified this year as several smaller companies
have joined a handful of majors in raising the work commitments made in the last 16
months to C$56.4 million.

It’s a long way from the billions of dollars ultimately needed to start commercial
oil or natural gas production,but the pledges are seen as part of a step-by-step return
to northern exploration.

Fortunes began to look up for the relatively under-explored region in 1994 after
land claim settlements with aboriginal communities ended a 25-year federal govern-
ment moratorium on land sales.

“We’re seeing a broad range of interest from both major companies and juniors,”
said Bruce Young, the national Energy Board’s manager of geology resource assess-
ment.

The revival of land sales in the Northwest Territories generated some winter seis-
mic work by Ocelot Energy Ltd.On a 135,000-acre block at Fort Liard,which could
lead to some drilling in 1996,he said.

In the latest developments, the federal Northern Oil and Gas Directorate attracted
$9.34 million in work pledges for five parcels covering 924,000 acres in the central
Mackenzie Valley areas of the Mackenzie Delta,Normal Wells, and Colville Hills — a
significant step up from the first call for bids which garnered C$4.37 million for
403,000 acres.The region has total discovered recoverable reserves of 236 million
barrels of oil and 450 billion cubic feet of natural gas. ....

—Petroleum News May 6-June 2, 1996

Independent drilled wildcat 
on Greenland’s west coast

A small Canadian oil company hopes to unlock oil reserves in one of the
world’s last untapped basins by drilling a wildcat well on Greenland’s west
coast.

Calgary-based gronArctic Energy Inc. began drilling its first well using a con-
ventional rig on the Nuussuaq Peninsula at the start of August, after two years of
exploration that included using a slim-hole diamond rig to evaluate the presence
of oil. Since gronArctic’s 900,000 acres of exploratory lands on the peninsula
and nearby Disko Island are mostly covered by a 3,300-foot-thick volcanic rock,
most conventional seismic techniques are of limited value, said company
President Cam Hanna.

The unprecedented use of a mining rig to search for signs of oil was prompt-
ed not just by the geology, but also by gronArctic’s small size and limited access
to capital.

The recently started GRO No.3 well, beside the Kugssuaq River, was expected
to be drilled to a depth of 8,200 feet to test oil seeps found to the northwest
and the southeast. Hanna said test last year of gronArctic exploration land
encountered “significant amounts” of light oil seeping into fractures from 1,424
feet below the surface and upward. It reported sand intervals, or potential oil
reservoirs, were up to 330 feet thick.

Greenland’s oil history has so far been limited to five offshore wells in 1976
and 1977, all of which came up dry. …

—Petroleum News Aug. 26-Sept. 22, 1996
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Chiulista Camp Services/Mayflower
Catering
6613 Brayton Dr., Ste. C
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George B. Gardner, pres/gm
Phone: (907) 278-2208
Fax: (907) 677-7261
Email: ggardner@calistacorp.com
The 100 percent Alaska Native owned and
operated catering company on the North
Slope, catering and housekeeping to your
tastes, not ours.

Crowley Alaska 
2525 C St., Ste. 408
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Michael O’Shea
Phone: (907) 257-2817
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: Michael.OShea@crowley.com
Marine Transportation throughout Alaska.
North Slope heavy hauling with CATCO
Rolligons. 

Doyon Ltd.
Doyon Universal Services
101 W. Benson Blvd., Ste. 503
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Huber, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 522-1300
Fax: (907) 522-3531
Website: www.doyon.com
Doyon Universal Services provides remote site
catering and camp services throughout Alaska.
They also provide security service for the Trans
Alaska Pipeline and other prominent locations.

ESS Support Services Worldwide
9210 Vanguard Dr., Ste 101
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George Cuzzort
Phone: (907) 344-1207 
Fax: (907) 344-0353
Email: gcuzzort@ess-worldwide.com
Web site: www.ess-global.com
The Alaska division of the worlds largest con-
tract food service company. Visit our web site
at www.ess-global.com

Kuukpik Arctic Catering
5761 Silverado Way, Ste P
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick MacMillan
Phone: (907) 562-5588
Fax: (907) 562-5898
Email: rickkac@aol.com

PTI Group
3051 Parsons Rd.
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6N 1C8
Phone: (800) 314-2695
Fax: (780) 463-1015
Email: ptigroup@ptigroup.com
Web site: www.ptigroup.com
With over 25 years experience, PTI Group is
one of North America’s largest fully integrated
suppliers of remote site services providing tem-
porary and permanent workforce housing,
food services, camp management, and other
related value-add services to resource indus-
tries worldwide. For more information, visit
us at www.ptigroup.com.

Cellular Communications

ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501

Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David Fauske
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email:  david@astac.net
Full service cellular company providing both
fixed and mobile wireless solutions, including
equipment sales and service to the North
Slope region of Alaska.

Chemicals

Agrium
P.O. Box 575
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Lisa Parker, govt. relations
Phone: (907) 776-3275
Fax: (907) 776-5579
Email: lparker@agrium.com
Web site: www.agrium.com
Value added manufacturer of fertilizer prod-
ucts.

MI SWACO
721 W. First Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501 &
225 W. 92nd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Craig Bieber
Phone: (907) 274-5564
Email: mialaska@alaska.net or dsr@alaska.net
MI SWACO DSR combines Alaska know-how
and global strength to provide the oil indus-
try with a full-service drilling partner

Univar USA
590 E. 100th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 990515
Contact: Ken Lambertsen
Phone: (907) 344-7444
Fax: (907) 522-1486
Email: Ken.Lambertsen@univarusa.com
Web site: www.univarusa.com
World’s largest industrial chemical distributor
serving Alaskans since 1924. Industrial empha-
sis in oil and gas refining, procuring and gas
treating.

U.S. Bearings & Drives
611 E. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Dena Kelley, operations mgr.
Phone: 563-3000
Fax: 563-1003
Email: dkelley@bearings.com
Web site: www.bearings.com
U.S. Bearings & Drives, formerly BESCO has
been providing bearings and drive compo-
nents to our Alaskan customers since 1952.
We offer quality components and experi-
enced personnel.

Chemical Analytical Lab

Univar USA
590 E. 100th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 990515
Contact: Ken Lambertsen
Phone: (907) 344-7444
Fax: (907) 522-1486
Email: Ken.Lambertsen@univarusa.com
Web site: www.univarusa.com
World’s largest industrial chemical distributor
serving Alaskans since 1924. Industrial empha-
sis in oil and gas refining, procuring and gas

treating.

Civil & Hazardous Waste

MWH
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 350
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Brett Jokela
Phone: (907) 248-8883
Fax: (907) 248-8884
Email: Brett.Jokela@mwhglobal.com
The engineers, scientists, and constructors of
MWH provide innovative projects and solu-
tions for clients throughout Alaska and
Worldwide.

Univar USA
590 E. 100th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 990515
Contact: Ken Lambertsen
Phone: (907) 344-7444
Fax: (907) 522-1486
Email: Ken.Lambertsen@univarusa.com
Web site: www.univarusa.com
World’s largest industrial chemical distributor
serving Alaskans since 1924. Industrial empha-
sis in oil and gas refining, procuring and gas
treating.

Commercial Diving

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, v.p.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amarinecorp.com
American Marine Corporation specializes in
marine construction, commercial diving,
pipeline and platform inspection, repair and
maintenance, underwater welding, dredging,
vessel support, crew boat services and vessel
inspection and repairs.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned diving
contractor specializing in sub-sea oilfield
work on mooring systems, pipelines, plat-
forms and docks in Cook Inlet, on the North
Slope and in Valdez.

Communications

Alaska Telecom
6623 Brayton Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Kevin Gray
Phone: (907) 344-1223
Fax: (907) 344-1612
Email: klg@alaskatelecom.com
Fairbanks Office:
713 Gaffney Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Becky Cummings
Phone: (907) 456-1223
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Providing telecommunications support to oil
exploration and production companies and
contractors. Satellite communications, voice,
data, microwave, VHF/UHF radio, engineering
and installation.

ASRC Energy Services – Pipeline, Power &
Communications
3900 C St., 
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Wade Blasingame
Phone: (907) 339-6400
Fax: (907) 339-6444
Email: wade.blasingame@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Pipeline construction and maintenance, fiber
optic cable installation.

ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David Fauske
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email:  david@astac.net
The North Slope’s leader in providing local
and long distance service, Internet, wireless
and data services, including transparent LAN.
We also have 700 MHz licensed spectrum
available for nomadic data applications and
coverage off the wired network.

Marketing Solutions
3330 C. St., Ste. 101
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Laurie Fagnani, president/owner
Phone: (907) 569-7070
Fax: (907) 569-7090
Email: lfagnani@marketingsol.net
Web site: www.marketingsol.net
Marketing Solutions is a full-service award-
winning advertising and public relations firm
that promotes clients in the industries
statewide.

North Slope Telecom
2020 E. Dowling, Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Laxson, president
Phone: (907) 562-4693
Fax: (907) 562-0818
Email: info@nstiak.com
Web site: www.nstiak.com
Twenty years of arctic experience in design
and installation of microwave, satellite, fiber
optic, radio, paging, telephone equipment
and systems. Tower construction, inspection
and maintenance.

ProComm Alaska
4831 Old Seward Hwy., #111
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Gary Peters, President/CEO
Fax: (907) 261-2663
Phone: (907) 563-1176 (Anchorage)
Toll Free: (800) 478-9191 (statewide)
Email: sales@procommak.com
Web site: www.ProCommAk.com
ProComm Alaska represents the complete line
of Motorola products and is a Motorola ser-
vice center. We offer the latest two-way radio
technology for business and public safety.
Locally owned and serving Alaska from loca-
tions in Anchorage, Fairbanks and Soldotna.
ProComm Alaska – professional communica-
tions for productive Alaskans.

Xtel International Ltd.
346-53016 Hwy. 60 
Acheson, AB Canada  T7X 5AY
Contact: Gisele Foxton, sales & marketing
Phone: (780) 962-7996
Fax: (780) 962-7998
Email: Gisele@xtelinternational.com
Web site:  www.xtelinternational.com
Other office:
Box 389
Seba Beach, AB  T0E 2B0
A Canadian telecommunications engineering
company manufacturing and marketing a
state-of-the-art data/voice alarm
monitoring/control product which reliably
protects remote or unattended assets.

Computer Software

Lasser Inc.
3244 NW Grand Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73116
Contact: Owen Lowe, sales/Richie
Worthington, support
Phone: (405) 842-4010
Fax: (405) 840-6092
Email: lpd-sales@lasser.com
Web site: www.lasser.com
Lasser production data provides historical oil
and gas production on CD-ROM as well as
digital and hard copy maps.

Construction Equipment & Materials

Alaska Dreams
2081 Van Horn Rd., Suite 2
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: M. Huser, president
Phone: (907) 455-7712
Fax: (907) 455-7713
Email: AlaskaDreams@att.net
As an independent VP Steel Building Systems
dealer we provide full service, industry lead-
ing hi-tech durable steel construction. The
fully engineered and complete buildings
guarantee fast and economical on site erec-
tion.

Alaska Frontier Constructors
P.O. Box 224889
Anchorage, AK 99522-4889
Contact: John Ellsworth, President
Phone: (907) 562-5303
Fax: (907) 562-5309
Email: afcinfo@ak.net
Alaskan heavy civil construction company spe-
cializing in Arctic and remote site develop-
ment with the experience, equipment and
personnel to safely and efficiently complete
your project.

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Craig Welch, Mike Kunkel
Phone: (907) 659-2550
Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
E-Mail:  brooks@astacalaska.com
Your source on the Slope for safety supplies,
welding supplies, automotive and truck parts,
hardware, tools, steel, building materials,
glass, propane, hydraulic hoses and fittings,
paint and chemicals. Napa and True Value
Hardware distribution. Own Prudhoe Bay

General Store that carries various sundries
and is home to the Prudhoe Bay Post Office.

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: botis@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy civil
construction, gravel and rock products,
paving, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground utili-
ties and reclamation services.

Jackovich Industrial & Construction
Supply
1600 Wells St. 
Fairbanks, AK 99707
Contact: Buz Jackovich
Phone: (907) 456-4414
Fax: (907) 452-4846
Anchorage office
1716 Post Rd.
Phone: (907) 277-1406
Fax: (907) 258-1700
24-hour emergency service. With 30 years of
experience, we’re experts on arctic conditions
and extreme weather.

Northland Wood Products
1510 E. 68th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Kevin Passa, manager
Phone: (907) 563-1610
Fax: (907) 563-1611
Email: northlandwood@acsalaska.net
Web site:  www.northlandwood.com
Other offices:
4000 S. Cushman St.
Fairbanks, AK
Forty years of serving the North Slope with
Heavy Timbers, Pipe Skids, Treated Timbers,
Fire Retardant Plywood and Lumber, and
much more…

Spenard Builders Supply
4412 Lois Drive
Anchorage, AK 99517
Contact: Sean Langton
Phone: (907) 563-3141
Fax: (907) 261-9140
Email: slangton@sbsalaska.com
SBS is Alaska’s largest source of building
materials with 14 locations throughout the
state. Specialized oilfield support provided
through our Commercial Sales division.

Construction Project Management

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design ser-
vices including construction management for
petro-chemical and heavy industrial client
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projects.

Doyon Ltd.
Doyon Universal Services
101 W. Benson Blvd., Ste. 503
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Huber, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 522-1300
Fax: (907) 522-3531
Website: www.doyon.com
Doyon Universal Services provides remote site
catering and camp services throughout
Alaska. They also provide security service for
the Trans Alaska Pipeline and other promi-
nent locations.

Great Northern Engineering
137 E. Arctic Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: John H. Riggs, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 745-6988
Fax: (907) 745-0591
Email: gne@mtaonline.net
Website: www.greatnorthernengineering.com
Anchorage office: 561-0200
Kenai office: 283-5199
Great Northern Engineering (GNE) is a full-
service engineering firm specializing in indus-
trial power and petro-chemical engineering.
Complete engineering services in mechanical,
electrical, civil, structural, rotating equipment,
and corrosion engineering.  Consulting ser-
vices in project design, preparation of project
documents, bid assistance, project manage-
ment, cost estimating and inspection services.

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: botis@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy civil
construction, gravel and rock products,
paving, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground utili-
ties and reclamation services.

Hawk Consultants
200 W. 34th Ave., Ste. 809
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Maynard Tapp, president
Phone: (907) 278-1877
Fax: (907) 278-1889
Email: info@hawkpros.com
Providing people and resources to the oil,
gas, power, telecommunication and public
works industries. Services include strategic
planning, full service project management
team consulting/outsourcing, supplemental
professionals, professionals, management
consulting services.

H.C. Price Co.
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David Matthews
Phone: (907) 278-4400
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Email: dmatthews@hcpriceco.com
Other Offices:
Dallas, Texas
Nisku, Alberta, Canada
EPC contractor performing oil field support,
pipeline construction, power and process
facilities, and other heavy industrial projects

Ten years ago in Alaska & northern
Canada’s oil patch…..

This section consists of partial reprints from Petroleum News Alaska
(predecessor to Petroleum News).

Chugach expects to start 
building road to Katalla

“We’re beginning to generate some interest in Katalla,”said Chugach Alaska Corp’s
Director of Business Development Mike Williams in an interview with PNA in late
August.

“David Lappi (LAPP Resources) has been working with us somewhat on it and he
has approached some people.… Once we get some of the roads into the area,when
companies know they have access, I think there will be even more interest,”said
Williams.

Chugach owns oil and gas rights to two federal tracts,No.41 and 42,near the origi-
nal Katalla oil field (first commercial well drilled in 1902) which is owned by Ginger
and Dale Welch of Valdez,as well as several thousand acres interspersed with federal,
state and private lands stretching west from Katalla and east to Icy Bay,off the Gulf of
Alaska.Corporation leadership has a strong interest in opening up portions of their
970,000 acres in Southcentral Alaska to resource development, including timber,coal,
tourism and oil and gas.…

Williams expects the roads to be started nest year and completed in about two
years.

“The road from the Copper River Highway to Cordova and into our timber areas
… will terminate within 20 to 30 miles of the Katalla tracts,”said Williams.

Assured access to the corporation’s Katalla oil and gas properties is one of
Chugach’s most important assets,Williams said.

“Under the rights (Chugach holds with the federal government) they cannot stop
us from getting into that area.That’s important because when we do a drilling opera-
tion,we don’t have to look at necessarily a sea-borne operation,”said Williams.…

—Petroleum News Aug. 26-Sept. 22, 1996

Exxon continues to look 
at Point Thomson

Exxon Company U.S.A. updated the state Department of Natural Resources’
Division of Oil and Gas on its Point Thomson unit plans June 27.

Division Director Ken Boyd told PNA June 28 that the update meeting was
part of Exxon’s current development plan for Point Thomson.

“It was really a progress report,” Boyd said.“I felt the meeting was very
upbeat and constructive,” he said.“I feel they are making some progress.”

Point Thomson, Boyd said, consists of a center box — the core of the unit –
the Point Thomson sands.The sands are one issue, he said, and then there are all
the tracts around the outside, where there’s been talk of contracting tracts out
of the unit.

For those outer tracts, Boyd said, Exxon was asked to contact companies to
see who else would be interested in doing some work there, and they have
done that. … “There’s nothing definite. But they have made contacts and there
was some interest shown.”

For the other piece in the core of the unit Boyd said the question is what do
you do with it? …

Boyd said Exxon went through some scenarios at the meeting, and that the
division and Exxon will meet again at the end of the summer to see what
progress Exxon has made then on farmins and core use.

—Petroleum News July 1-July 28, 1996
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statewide. 

Lounsbury and Associates
5300 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Ken Ayers
Email: k.ayers@lounsburyinc.com
Contact: Jim Sawhill
Email: j.sawhill@lounsburyinc.com
Phone: (907) 272-5451
Fax: (907) 272-9065
Toll Free: (800) 478-5451
Web site: www.lounsburyinc.com
Provides civil engineering and project man-
agement services for oilfield development.
Recent projects include: Tarn, Pam and
Colville Delta North.

NANA/Colt Engineering, LLC
700 G Street, 5th floor
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Greg C. Cooke
Title:  Business Development & External
Relations Manager
Phone: (907) 273-3933
Fax: (907) 273-3990
NANA/Colt offers project management, engi-
neering, design, construction management,
and procurement services to the oil industry.

VECO
949 E. 36th Ave., Ste. 500
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Emily Cross
Phone: (907) 762-1510
Fax: (907) 762-1001
Email: emily.cross@veco.com
Web site: www.VECO.com
VECO is a multi-national corporation that
provides services, project management, engi-
neering, procurement, construction, opera-
tions and maintenance – to the energy,
resource and process industries and the public
sector.

Consulting

Computing Alternatives, Inc.
519 W. 8th Ave, Suite 205
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Sunil Sethi, President
Phone: (907) 644-4522
Fax: (907644-4523
Email: ssethi@computing-alt.com
Web site: computingalternatives.com or
www.computing-alt.com
Computing Alternatives, Inc. (CAI) provides IT
consulting services including web applica-
tions, database design, requirements analysis,
and IT staffing.  CAI is currently developing
Royalty Accounting System for the oil and gas
divisions. 

Kuukpik/Veritas
2000 E. 88th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Jeff Hastings
Phone: (907) 276-6037
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Email: Jeff_Hastings@VeritasDGC.com

Contractors — General

Alaska Frontier Constructors
P.O. Box 224889
Anchorage, AK 99522-4889

Contact: John Ellsworth, President
Phone: (907) 562-5303
Fax: (907) 562-5309
Email: afcinfo@ak.net
Alaskan heavy civil construction company spe-
cializing in Arctic and remote site develop-
ment with the experience, equipment and
personnel to safely and efficiently complete
your project.

Alaska Interstate Construction
601 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Dave Thomas
Phone: (907) 562-2792
Fax: (907) 562-4179
Email: info@aicllc.com
Web site: www.aicllc.com
AIC provides cost-effective solutions to
resource development industries. We provide
innovative ideas to meet each requirement
through the provision of best-in-class people
and equipment coupled with exceptional per-
formance.

Alaska Telecom
6623 Brayton Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Kevin Gray
Phone: (907) 344-1223
Fax: (907) 344-1612
Email: klg@alaskatelecom.com
Fairbanks Office:
713 Gaffney Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Becky Cummings
Phone: (907) 456-1223
Providing telecommunications support to oil
exploration and production companies and
contractors. Satellite communications, voice,
data, microwave, VHF/UHF radio, engineering
and installation.

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, v.p.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amarinecorp.com
American Marine Corporation specializes in
marine construction, commercial diving,
pipeline and platform inspection, repair and
maintenance, underwater welding, dredging,
vessel support, crew boat services and vessel
inspection and repairs.

Arctic Structures
9312 Vanguard Dr., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Ray Gipson
Phone: (907) 522-2425
Fax: (907) 522-2426
Email: raygipson@arcticstructures.com
Camps, offices, classrooms, clinics, etc. – large
inventory of modular buildings for rent/sale
or custom build – MANUFACTURED IN ALAS-
KA.  Supply/erect  pre-engineered metal
buildings.

ASRC Energy Services
3900 C St., Ste. 701
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Jack Laasch, exec. vp strategic dev.
and external affairs
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212

Email: jack.laasch@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, engineering, construc-
tion, operations, maintenance, pipeline con-
struction and maintenance, project manage-
ment, geological and geophysical, drilling
and completion engineering, well stimula-
tion, exploration services.

ASRC Energy Services – Operations and
Maintenance
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Nelson, exec. vp
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: mark.nelson@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, industrial construction,
operations and maintenance, module fabrica-
tion and assembly, project management and
non-destructive testing.

Computing Alternatives, Inc.
519 W. 8th Ave, Suite 205
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Sunil Sethi, President
Phone: (907) 644-4522
Fax: (907644-4523
Email: ssethi@computing-alt.com
Web site: computingalternatives.com or
www.computing-alt.com
Computing Alternatives, Inc. (CAI) provides IT
consulting services including web applica-
tions, database design, requirements analysis,
and IT staffing.  CAI is currently developing
Royalty Accounting System for the oil and gas
divisions. 

CONAM Construction Co.
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Stinson
Phone: (907) 278-6600
Fax: (907) 278-4401
Email: bobstinson@conamco.com
Web site: www.conamco.com
Oil, gas, and mining facility; pipeline, civil,
and commercial construction.

Crowley Alaska 
2525 C St., Ste. 408
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Michael O’Shea
Phone: (907) 257-2817
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: Michael.OShea@crowley.com
Marine Transportation throughout Alaska.
North Slope heavy hauling with CATCO
Rolligons. 

Cruz Construction
HC04 Box 9323
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: Dave or Dana Cruz
Phone: (907) 746-3144
Fax: (907) 746-5557
Email: cruzco@alaska.net
General contractor specializing in heavy civil
construction, horizontal direction drilling for
utilities. Ice road and ice bridge construction
throughout Alaska in support of resource
development. 

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
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Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: botis@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy civil
construction, gravel and rock products,
paving, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground utili-
ties and reclamation services 

H.C. Price Co.
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David Matthews
Phone: (907) 278-4400
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Email: dmatthews@hcpriceco.com
Other Offices:
Dallas, Texas
Nisku, Alberta, Canada
EPC contractor performing oil field support,
pipeline construction, power and process
facilities, and other heavy industrial projects
statewide.

MWH
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 350
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Brett Jokela
Phone: (907) 248-8883
Fax: (907) 248-8884
Email: Brett.Jokela@mwhglobal.com
The engineers, scientists, and constructors of
MWH provide innovative projects and solu-
tions for clients throughout Alaska and
Worldwide.

Peak Oilfield Service Co.
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ben Cleveland
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
E-Mail: bencleveland@peakalaska.com
Website: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services 
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Welding Services
P.O. Box 7248
Nikiski, AK 99635
Mile 20.5 Kenai Spur Hwy.
North Kenai, AK
Contact: Keith T. Raham
Phone: (907) 776-8279
Fax: (907) 776-8279
Cell Phone: (907) 252-5466
General Contractor #27005. Oilfield and gen-
eral welding fabrication and repair services
including aluminum, stainless steel and car-
bon steel. 

Contractors — Pipeline

ASRC Energy Services – Pipeline, Power &
Communications
3900 C St., 
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Wade Blasingame
Phone: (907) 339-6400
Fax: (907) 339-6444
Email: wade.blasingame@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Pipeline construction and maintenance, fiber
optic cable installation.

CONAM Construction Co.
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Stinson
Phone: (907) 278-6600
Fax: (907) 278-4401
Email: bobstinson@conamco.com
Web site: www.conamco.com
Oil, gas, and mining facility; pipeline, civil,
and commercial construction.

H.C. Price Co.
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David Matthews
Phone: (907) 278-4400
Fax: (907) 278-3255
Email: dmatthews@hcpriceco.com
Other Offices:
Dallas, Texas
Nisku, Alberta, Canada
EPC contractor performing oil field support,
pipeline construction, power and process
facilities, and other heavy industrial projects
statewide. 

Peak Oilfield Service Co.
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ben Cleveland
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
E-Mail: bencleveland@peakalaska.com
Website: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Control Systems

Arctic Controls
1120 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Scott Stewart, president
Phone: (907) 277-7555
Fax: (907) 277-9295
Email: sstewart@arcticcontrols.com
Website: www.arcticcontrols.com
An Alaskan owned and operated company
since,1985, Arctic Controls, Inc. has been high-
ly successful as manufacturer representatives
for the state of Alaska in the Process Control
and Instrumentation field. Selling equipment
to the oil and gas markets, mining and water
wastewater/municipal markets.

BW Technologies
3279 West Pioneer Pkwy.
Arlington, TX 76013
Contact: Inside Sales Rep
Phone: (817) 274-2487
Fax: (817) 274-8321
Email: info@bwtnet.com
Canadian Office:

2840 2 Ave. SE
Calgary, AB T2A 7X9
Contact: Inside Sales Rep
Phone: (800) 663-4164
Fax: (403) 273-3708
Email: info@bwtnet.com
Web site: www.gasmonitors.com
BW designs, manufactures and distributes a
full line of cutting-edge gas detection instru-
mentation for protection of personnel and
facilities worldwide.

Dowland-Bach
6130 Tuttle Pl.
P.O. Box 230126
Anchorage, AK 99523
Contact: Lynn Johnson, president
Phone: (907) 562-5818
Fax: (907) 563-4721
Email: lynn@dowlandbach.com
Web site: www.dowlandbach.com

North Slope Telecom
2020 E. Dowling, Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Laxson, president
Phone: (907) 562-4693
Fax: (907) 562-0818
Email: info@nstiak.com
Web site: www.nstiak.com
Design, installation and maintenance of
SCADA, CATV, surveillance, power generation
and remote communication systems. Twenty
years of arctic experience.

Xtel International Ltd.
346-53016 Hwy. 60 
Acheson, AB Canada  T7X 5AY
Contact: Gisele Foxton, sales & marketing
Phone: (780) 962-7996
Fax: (780) 962-7998
Email: Gisele@xtelinternational.com
Web site:  www.xtelinternational.com
Other office:
Box 389
Seba Beach, AB  T0E 2B0
A Canadian telecommunications engineering
company manufacturing and marketing a
state-of-the-art data/voice alarm
monitoring/control product which reliably
protects remote or unattended assets.

Corrosion Analysis

Acuren USA (formerly Canspec Group)
7911 King St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kim Harker
Phone: (907) 569-5000
Fax: (907) 569-5005
Email: kharker@canspec.com
Employing our materials engineering and
inspection expertise, Canspec, has been inte-
grally involved in the detection, assessment
and disposition of corrosion anomalies for
over three decades.

Drilling & Well Services

ASRC Energy Services – Engineering and
Technology
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John Lewis, vp operations
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
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Email: john.lewis@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Drilling and completion engineering, well
stimulation, facilities engineering, upstream
exploration and production services, geologi-
cal and geophysical services, automation,
electrical and instrumentation, platform reno-
vation and construction.

Baker Hughes Inteq
7260 Homer Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Mel Rixse, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 223-3605
Cell Phone: (907) 250-6420
Fax: (907) 267-6623
Email: mel.rixse@inteq.com
Web site: www.bakerhughes.com
Baker Hughes Inteq delivers advanced drilling
technologies and services that deliver efficien-
cy and precise well placement. Major capabili-
ties include directional drilling, measurement-
while-drilling (MWD), logging-while-drilling
(LWD), drilling fluids, and well-site informa-
tion management services. 

Doyon Ltd.
Doyon Drilling, Inc.
101 W. Benson Blvd., Ste. 503
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ron Wilson
Phone: (907) 563-5530
Fax: (907) 561-8986
Email: rwilson@doyondrilling.com
Web site: www.doyon.com
Doyon Drilling, a leader in Arctic drilling, pro-
vides drilling and casing services on Alaska’s
North Slope.

Epoch Well Services
301 East 92nd Avenue
Suite 2
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Jim Carson, AK div. mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-2465
Fax: (907) 561-2474
Email: james.carson@epochwellservices.com
Web site:  www.epochwellservices.com,
www.myWells.com
MyWells.com is a web-based data delivery
portal that allows users to remotely access
well information from one web location.
MyWell.com can be utilized to access live
drilling data, live directional data, daily
reports, final well reports, IADC tour sheets,
geologic and petrophysical logs and other
well-critical documents and files.

The Fairweather Companies
2000 E. 88th Ave., Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Penrose
Phone: (907) 258-3446
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Web site: www.fairweather.com
The Fairweather Companies provide project
management, engineering, drilling, permit-
ting, logistics, and operational services to the
exploration and production sectors of the
petroleum industry.

Horizon Well Logging
351 E. 92nd Ave, Suite A
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Bernie Leas, AK oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-7002
Fax: (907) 563-7005
Email: bleas@mudloggers.com

Other office
711 St. Andrews Way
Lompoc, CA 93436
Phone: (805) 733-0972
Web site: www.horizon-well-logging.com
Expert geological mudlogging service. Our
Data Hub system provides the interface
between drilling technology and all the peo-
ple who need to know what’s happening on
the rig and in the subsurface. 

MI SWACO
721 W. First Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Brad Billon
Phone: (907) 274-5526
Fax: (907) 279-6729
Email: bbillon@miswaco.com
SWACO
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Dana Rhodes
Phone: (907) 274-5541
Email: danarhodes@midF.com
MI SWACO combines Alaska know-how and
global strength to provide the oil industry
with a full-service drilling partner

Nabors Alaska Drilling
2525 C St., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Leslie Adams
Phone: (907) 263-6000
Fax: (907) 563-3734
Email: leslie.adams@nabors.com

Nordic-Calista Services
4700 Business Park Blvd., Bldg. E, #19
Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone: (907) 561-7458
Fax: (907) 563-8347
Contact: Udo Cassee, Operations Mgr. 
Email: udocassee@nordic-calista.com
Nordic-Calista Services provides innovative,
reliable workover/drilling rigs specifically
designer for arctic conditions. We strive to
maximize productivity and efficiency while
promoting safety and environmentally-con-
scious drill practices.

Petroleum Equipment & Services
5631 Silverado Way, Ste G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kevin Durling/Donald Parker
Phone: (907) 248-0066
Fax: (907) 248-4429
Email: sales@pesiak.com
Web site: www.pesiak.com
P.E.S.I. provides both conventional and spe-
cialty products and services for the Alaska oil
industry. Regardless of your location, you will
receive products and service that is guaran-
teed to meet your requirements. 

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver CO,
Casper WY
Quadco has supplied services to the Alaska
oilfield since 1976. We have trained personnel
to help with instrumentation, solids control,
pipe handling and Top Drive drilling equip-
ment. 24 hour on call

Schlumberger Oilfield Services
2525 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Daniel Palmer
Phone: (907) 273-1700
Fax: (907) 561-8317
Email: Palmer2@slb.com
Web site: www.slb.com
Schlumberger Oilfield Services provides peo-
ple and technology, working together to
offer exploration and production solutions
for the life of oil and gas reservoirs.

Tubular Solutions Alaska, LLC 
310 K Street, Suite 402
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: John Harris, general manager
Phone: (907) 770-8700
Fax: (907) 222-1203
Email: tsaoctgsales@tsalaska.com
TSA is a fully integrated supply chain service
company providing forecasting, procurement
and coordination services aimed at reducing
total cost of ownership for OCTG product.

Unique Machine
a subsidiary of Sumitomo Corp.
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: pat.hanley@umalaska.com
Web site: www.uniquemachineinc.com
The design, development, manufacture and
distribution of oilfield construction, mining,
fishing and government parts to industry
quality standards.

WSI-Total Safety
209 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Pettit, district mgr.
Phone: (907) 743-9871
Fax: (907) 743-9872
Email: bpettit@totalsafety.com
Web site: www.totalsafety.com
A full service safety company specializing in
remote medical support, expeditors, confined
space services, H2S and safety consultants,
rental/sales of gas detection and breathing air
systems.

Electrical

3M Alaska
11151 Calaska Circle
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Paul Sander, manager
Phone: (907) 522-5200
Fax: (907) 522-1645
Email: innovation.3malaska@mmm.com
Web site: www.3m.com
Serving Alaska for over 34 years, 3M Alaska
offers total solutions from the wellhead to
the retail pump with a broad range of prod-
ucts and services – designed to improve safe-
ty, productivity and profitability.

Dowland-Bach
6130 Tuttle Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Lynn Johnson
Phone: (907) 562-5818
Fax: (907) 563-4721
Web site: www.dowlandbach.com
Industrial control and panel fabrication
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Udelhoven Oilfield System Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Employee Services 

Hawk Consultants
200 W. 34th Ave., Ste. 809
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Maynard Tapp, president
Phone: (907) 278-1877
Fax: (907) 278-1889
Email: info@hawkpros.com
Providing people and resources to the oil,
gas, power, telecommunication and public
works industries. Services include strategic
planning, full service project management
team consulting/outsourcing, supplemental
professionals, professionals, management
consulting services.

NMS Employee Leasing
4041 B Street
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Cathy Scanlon
Phone: (907) 273-2430
Fax: (907) 273-2490
Email: cathy.scanlon@nana.com
Web site: www.nmsemployeeleasing.com
Provides professional, technical, and tradi-
tional resources for full time, part time, long
term or temporary employees.  Complete ref-
erence check, 10-year criminal background
check, 5 panel drug screen and evaluation for
every employee.  Quality assessment and
computer based testing.

Employment Services

Alaska Textiles
620 W. Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Clif Burnette, vice president
Phone: (907) 265-4880
Fax: (907) 265-4850
Email: clif@alaskatextiles.com
Web site: www.alaskatextiles.com
Alaska Textiles, Inc. offers uniform (corporate
identity) programs for all industries. We have
an in house, full service embroidery depart-
ment that make adding your logo a breeze.
We also offer safety award and employee
recognition programs.

ESS Support Services Worldwide
9210 Vanguard Dr., Ste 101
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George Cuzzort
Phone: (907) 344-1207 
Fax: (907) 344-0353
Email: gcuzzort@ess-worldwide.com

Web site: www.ess-global.com
The Alaska division of the worlds largest con-
tract food service company. Visit our web site
at www.ess-global.com

Energy Services

ASRC Energy Services
3900 C St., Ste. 701
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Jack Laasch, exec. vp strategic dev.
and external affairs
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: jack.laasch@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, engineering, construc-
tion, operations, maintenance, pipeline con-
struction and maintenance, project manage-
ment, geological and geophysical, drilling
and completion engineering, well stimula-
tion, exploration services.

ASRC Energy Services – Operations and
Maintenance
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Nelson, exec. vp
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: mark.nelson@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, industrial construction,
operations and maintenance, module fabrica-
tion and assembly, project management and
non-destructive testing.

Hunter 3-D
6001 Savoy, Ste. 110
Houston, TX 77036
Contact: Dan Huston, vice president
Phone: (713) 981-4650
Fax: (713) 981-4650
Email: hunter3d@wt.net
Web site: www.hunter3dinc.com
Hunter 3-D is a geophysical consulting compa-
ny based in Houston, Texas. We interpret seis-
mic, gravity and magnetic data for projects in
Alaska and worldwide.

Engineering Services

Acuren USA (formerly Canspec Group)
7911 King St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kim Harker
Phone: (907) 569-5000
Fax: (907) 569-5005
Email: kharker@canspec.com
Employing our materials engineering and
inspection expertise, Canspec, has been inte-
grally involved in the detection, assessment
and disposition of corrosion anomalies for
over three decades.

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
Kenai, AK 99611

Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design ser-
vices including construction management for
petro-chemical and heavy industrial client
projects.

Alaska Telecom
6623 Brayton Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Kevin Gray
Phone: (907) 344-1223
Fax: (907) 344-1612
Email: klg@alaskatelecom.com
Fairbanks Office:
713 Gaffney Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Becky Cummings
Phone: (907) 456-1223
Providing telecommunications support to oil
exploration and production companies and
contractors. Satellite communications, voice,
data, microwave, VHF/UHF radio, engineering
and installation.

Alpine-Meadow
11043 Tsusena Circle
Eagle River, AK 99577
Contact: George Snodgrass, president
Phone: (907) 694-7423
Fax: (907) 694-7423
Email: grsnodgrass@alpine-meadow.com
Website: www.alpine-meadow.com
We are a small, low-cost, professional, per-
sonal company with 18 years engineering and
environmental experience in Alaska with
major oil companies. We offer permitting and
compliance, strategic planning, incident inves-
tigations, crisis management services.

Engineered Fire & Safety
3138 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Don Maupin, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 274-7973 ext. 123
Fax: (907) 274-6265
Email d.maupin@efs-fire.com
Web site: www.efs-fire.com
An industry leader in the design, integration
and testing of safety solutions for high value
risks. UL system certifications and panel fabri-
cation.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com
Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an environ-
mental engineering and consulting firm with
more than 70 offices worldwide providing
environmental planning, assessment, permit-
ting, compliance management and contami-
nation cleanup.

The Fairweather Companies
2000 E. 88th Ave., Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Penrose
Phone: (907) 258-3446
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Web site: www.fairweather.com
The Fairweather Companies provide project
management, engineering, drilling, permit-
ting, logistics, and operational services to the
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exploration and production sectors of the
petroleum industry.

Great Northern Engineering
137 E. Arctic Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: John H. Riggs, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 745-6988
Fax: (907) 745-0591
Email: gne@mtaonline.net
Website: www.greatnorthernengineering.com
Anchorage office: 561-0200
Kenai office: 283-5199
Great Northern Engineering (GNE) is a full-
service engineering firm specializing in indus-
trial power and petro-chemical engineering.
Complete engineering services in mechanical,
electrical, civil, structural, rotating equipment,
and corrosion engineering.  Consulting ser-
vices in project design, preparation of project
documents, bid assistance, project manage-
ment, cost estimating and inspection services.

Kuukpik - LCMF
615 E. 82nd Ave., Ste 200
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Steve Chronic, general mgr.
Contact: Richard Rearick, architectural mgr.
Contact: Ken Pinard, survey mgr.
Contact: Wiley Wilhelm, engineering mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1830
Fax: (907) 273-1831
Email: receptionist@lcmf.com
Other Offices:
Barrow: (907) 852-8212
Email: ktoovak@ukpik.com
Alpine: (907) 670-4739
Email: alp1035@ppco.com
Arctic specialized architectural and engineer-
ing design for commercial facilities;
water/sewer, fuel and transportation systems
design; contractor support surveying and per-
mitting for oil and gas development; remote
site land and hydrographic surveying.

Lounsbury and Associates
5300 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Ken Ayers
Email: k.ayers@lounsburyinc.com
Contact: Jim Sawhill
Email: j.sawhill@lounsburyinc.com
Phone: (907) 272-5451
Fax: (907) 272-9065
Toll Free: (800) 478-5451
Web site: www.lounsburyinc.com
Provides civil engineering and project man-
agement services for oilfield development.
Recent projects include: Tarn, Palm and
Colville Delta North.

NANA/Colt Engineering, LLC
700 G Street, 5th floor
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Greg C. Cooke
Title:  Business Development & External
Relations Manager
Phone: (907) 273-3933
Fax: (907) 273-3990
NANA/Colt offers project management, engi-
neering, design, construction management,
and procurement services to the oil industry.

Natco Group
P.O. Box 850, Stn. T
Calgary, Alberta T2H2H3
Contact: Kevin Baird, bus. dev. mgr.
Phone: (403) 203-2103

Ten years ago in Alaska & northern
Canada’s oil patch…..

This section consists of partial reprints from Petroleum News Alaska
(predecessor to Petroleum News).

Are they back? Chevron just picked up 26,000 
acres in Alaska’s Beaufort Sea

Chevron U.S.A. Inc. first showed up in Alaska in 1898 selling kerosene to miners
in Nome.They came back up in the 1950s with ARCO.They explored for oil in the
Cook Inlet basin and were the first operators at the Swanson River and Beluga
fields.They shared Anchorage office space with ARCO at 36th and Benson until
ARCO struck it big at Prudhoe and moved their headquarters uptown.They built
the airport at Deadhorse and sold it to the state for $1.They struck out on the
North Slope, but then came back with a hefty exploration program in the late
1970s and drilled wells all over Alaska on federal, Native and state lands. By the early
1980s they had 1.5 million acres under lease — the largest leaseholder in Alaska. In
a joint venture with BP Exploration (Alaska) Inc. they secured from Arctic Slope
Regional Corp. the only leases on the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge and they drilled the refuge’s first and only exploration well, the KIC well.

Then, in 1986, it all began to unravel.
The price of oil fell. Congress imposed a moratorium on drilling in Bristol Bay

and essentially confiscated Chevron’s leases. Finally, in 1989, following the Exxon
Valdez oil spill in Prince William Sound, Congress closed the doors to exploration in
ANWR.

It was the last straw. Chevron accelerated the cutbacks in Alaska, which they had
begin in 1987: production staff and properties were reduced. Operatorship at
Beluga and Swanson River were relinquished, production acreage was sold or trad-
ed and most of their exploration acreage was dropped.

In August 1992 they laid off the remnants of their personnel in Alaska and closed
their Anchorage office. …

“For all practical purposes they had left the state,” said Tom Cook, former explo-
ration representative in Alaska for Chevron.

But all that may have begun to change.The oil and gas company with the longest
history in Alaska appears to be increasing their presence in Alaska once again.

On Sept. 18, in the first Alaska outer continental shelf lease sale held by the
Minerals management Service in five years, Chevron Production Co. more than dou-
bled its federal OCS acreage position as the high bidder on eight tracts in the
Flaxman Island area offshore west of ANWR.

Chevron paid $684,758 for the leases, which totaled 26,145 acres, bringing the
company’s total Alaska acreage, including state, federal and Native land, to 120,000-
plus acres, Rick Chamberlain, Chevron’s Alaska exploration manager, told PNA in a
recent interview.

What has changed in the last four years?
Chamberlain says it’s the state’s willingness to work more cooperatively with

industry on lease terms and marginal field development. …
Despite their minimal presence in the state since 1992 (they drilled their last

exploration well as an operator in 1991) Chamberlain says Chevron’s interest in
Alaska has remained constant. …

“Our participation in OCS (sale) 144 reflects Chevron’s long-term commitment
to exploration in prospective areas on the (North) Slope where there is accessible,
developable acreage,” said Chamberlain, explaining that,“It reflects our long-term
view on the potential for the opening of ANWR where our substantial acreage posi-
tion on privately held land is inaccessible at this point. … My point is, we are quite
interested in areas that are accessible.”…

—Petroleum News Sept. 23-Oct. 20, 1996
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Fax: (403) 236-0488
E-mail: kbaird@natco-ca.com
Website: www.natcogroup.com
Natco Group engineers, designs and manufac-
tures process, wellhead and water treatment
equipment and systems used in the produc-
tion of oil and gas worldwide.

PDC Harris Group
1231 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mike Moora
Phone: (907) 644-4716
Fax: (907) 561-7028
Email: mike.moora@pdcharrisgroup.com
Contact: Steve Theno
Phone: same as above
Fax: same as above
Email: stevetheno@pdceng.com
Web site: www.pdcharrisgroup.com
PDC Harris Group provides front-end engi-
neering design, detailed design, and environ-
mental permitting services to the oil, gas, and
power generation markets.

Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska (PRA)
3601 C St., Ste. 822
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Tom Walsh
Phone: (907) 272-1232
Fax: (907) 272-1344
Email: info@petroak.com
Our multidisciplinary staff of qualified and
experienced professionals possess a diverse
array of technical capabilities to provide our
clients with a full spectrum of geoscience and
engineering consulting services.

VECO
949 E. 36th Ave., Ste. 500
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Emily Cross
Phone: (907) 762-1510
Fax: (907) 762-1001
Email: emily.cross@veco.com
Web site: www.VECO.com
VECO is a multi-national corporation that
provides services, project management, engi-
neering, procurement, construction, opera-
tions and maintenance – to the energy,
resource and process industries and the public
sector.

Xtel International Ltd.
346-53016 Hwy. 60 
Acheson, AB Canada  T7X 5AY
Contact: Gisele Foxton, sales & marketing
Phone: (780) 962-7996
Fax: (780) 962-7998
Email: Gisele@xtelinternational.com
Web site:  www.xtelinternational.com
Other office:
Box 389
Seba Beach, AB  T0E 2B0
A Canadian telecommunications engineering
company manufacturing and marketing a
state-of-the-art data/voice alarm
monitoring/control product which reliably
protects remote or unattended assets.

Environmental Engineering 
& Consulting

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.

Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design ser-
vices including construction management for
petro-chemical and heavy industrial client
projects.

Alpine-Meadow
11043 Tsusena Circle
Eagle River, AK 99577
Contact: George Snodgrass, president
Phone: (907) 694-7423
Fax: (907) 694-7423
Email: grsnodgrass@alpine-meadow.com
Website: www.alpine-meadow.com
We are a small, low-cost, professional, per-
sonal company with 18 years engineering and
environmental experience in Alaska with
major oil companies. We offer permitting and
compliance, strategic planning, incident inves-
tigations, crisis management services.

AutryRaynes Engineering &
Environmental Consultants
4300 B St., Ste. 303; P.O. Box 200873
Anchorage, AK 99520-0873
Contact: Luke C. Franklin, vp
Phone: 907-522-7040
Fax: 907-522-7041
Email: lfranklin@autryraynes.com
AutryRaynes is an Anchorage-based, female-
owned consulting firm specializing in compre-
hensive environmental permitting and com-
pliance, oil field regulatory services, environ-
mental response and hazardous waste man-
agement services.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com
Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an environ-
mental engineering and consulting firm with
more than 70 offices worldwide providing
environmental planning, assessment, permit-
ting, compliance management and contami-
nation cleanup.

MWH
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 350
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Brett Jokela
Phone: (907) 248-8883
Fax: (907) 248-8884
Email: Brett.Jokela@mwhglobal.com
The engineers, scientists, and constructors of
MWH provide innovative projects and solu-
tions for clients throughout Alaska and
Worldwide.

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick Wilson, PENCO division mgr.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: rick@penco.org

Web site: www.penco.org
PENCO provides environmental response, con-
tainment and clean up. Hazardous wastes
and contaminated site clean up and remedia-
tion. Asbestos and lead abatement.
Petroleum vessel services and bulk fuel oil
facility and storage tank maintenance, man-
agement and operations.

PDC Harris Group
1231 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mike Moora
Phone: (907) 644-4716
Fax: (907) 561-7028
Email: mike.moora@pdcharrisgroup.com
Contact: Steve Theno
Phone: same as above
Fax: same as above
Email: stevetheno@pdceng.com
Web site: www.pdcharrisgroup.com
PDC Harris Group provides front-end engi-
neering design, detailed design, and environ-
mental permitting services to the oil, gas, and
power generation markets.

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver CO,
Casper WY
Quadco has supplied services to the Alaska
oilfield since 1976. We have trained personnel
to help with instrumentation, solids control,
pipe handling and Top Drive drilling equip-
ment. 24 hour on call

Environmental Response & Cleanup

Alaska Interstate Construction
601 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Dave Thomas
Phone: (907) 562-2792
Fax: (907) 562-4179
Email: info@aicllc.com
Web site: www.aicllc.com
AIC provides cost-effective solutions to
resource development industries. We provide
innovative ideas to meet each requirement
through the provision of best-in-class people
and equipment coupled with exceptional per-
formance.

AutryRaynes Engineering &
Environmental Consultants
4300 B St., Ste. 303; P.O. Box 200873
Anchorage, AK 99520-0873
Contact: Luke C. Franklin, vp
Phone: 907-522-7040
Fax: 907-522-7041
Email: lfranklin@autryraynes.com
AutryRaynes is an Anchorage-based, female-
owned consulting firm specializing in compre-
hensive environmental permitting and com-
pliance, oil field regulatory services, environ-
mental response and hazardous waste man-
agement services.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
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Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com
Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an environ-
mental engineering and consulting firm with
more than 70 offices worldwide providing
environmental planning, assessment, permit-
ting, compliance management and contami-
nation cleanup.

Great Northwest
P.O. Box 74646
Fairbanks, AK 99704-4646
Contact: Buzz Otis
Phone: (907) 452-5617
Fax: (907) 456-7779
Email: botis@grtnw.com
Web site: www.grtnw.com
Specializing in cold weather and heavy civil
construction, gravel and rock products,
paving, site-work, petroleum industry con-
struction, erosion control, underground utili-
ties and reclamation services.

LCMF
Barrow Village Response Team (VRT)
P.O. Box 955
Barrow, AK 99723
Contact: Charlie Hopson
Phone: (907) 852-8212
Fax: (907) 852- 8212
Hotline: (907) 367-3272
Email: chopson@ukpik.com
Website: www.lcmf.com
Barrow VRT provides certified spill response
and cleanup personnel within the North
Slope Borough. Responders trained through
affiliation with Alaska Clean Seas and Alaska
Chadux.

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick Wilson, PENCO division mgr.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: rick@penco.org
Web site: www.penco.org
PENCO provides environmental response, con-
tainment and clean up. Hazardous wastes
and contaminated site clean up and remedia-
tion. Asbestos and lead abatement.
Petroleum vessel services and bulk fuel oil
facility and storage tank maintenance, man-
agement and operations.

Unitech
2130 E. Dimond Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Debbie Hawley
Phone: (907) 349-5142
Phone: (800) 649-5859
Fax: (907) 349-2733
Email: unitech@alaska.com
Email: dhawley@unitechofalaska.com
UOA is Alaska’s only 24-hour oil spill remedia-
tion, environmental and industrial supply
company. Specialty areas include sorbents,
geotextile, containment berms, drums and ice
melt.

Environmental Supplies

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick Wilson, PENCO division mgr.

Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: rick@penco.org
Web site: www.penco.org
PENCO provides environmental response, con-
tainment and clean up. Hazardous wastes
and contaminated site clean up and remedia-
tion. Asbestos and lead abatement.
Petroleum vessel services and bulk fuel oil
facility and storage tank maintenance, man-
agement and operations.

PTI Group
3051 Parsons Rd.
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6N 1C8
Phone: (800) 314-2695
Fax: (780) 463-1015
Email: ptigroup@ptigroup.com
Web site: www.ptigroup.com
With over 25 years experience, PTI Group is
one of North America’s largest fully integrat-
ed suppliers of remote site services providing
temporary and permanent workforce hous-
ing, food services, camp management, and
other related value-add services to resource
industries worldwide. For more information,
visit us at www.ptigroup.com.

Rain for Rent
43784 Kenai Spur Hwy.
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Randy Harris, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-4487
Fax: (907) 283-4528
Email: rharris@rainforrent.com
Web site: www.rainforrent.com
Other Office:
1642 Bannister Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Phone: (907) 440-2299
Rain for Rent combines rental tanks, pipe,
and filtration systems for solutions to tempo-
rary liquid-handling needs. We offer engi-
neering and on-site personnel – 24/7, 365
days a year.

Unitech
2130 E. Dimond Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Debbie Hawley
Phone: (907) 349-5142
Phone: (800) 649-5859
Fax: (907) 349-2733
Email: unitech@alaska.com
Email: dhawley@unitechofalaska.com
UOA is Alaska’s only 24-hour oil spill remedia-
tion, environmental and industrial supply
company. Specialty areas include sorbents,
geotextile, containment berms, drums and ice
melt.

Equipment & Heavy Hauling

Alaska Frontier Constructors
P.O. Box 224889
Anchorage, AK 99522-4889
Contact: John Ellsworth, President
Phone: (907) 562-5303
Fax: (907) 562-5309
Email: afcinfo@ak.net
Alaskan heavy civil construction company spe-
cializing in Arctic and remote site develop-
ment with the experience, equipment and
personnel to safely and efficiently complete
your project.

Alaska Interstate Construction

601 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Dave Thomas
Phone: (907) 562-2792
Fax: (907) 562-4179
Email: info@aicllc.com
Web site: www.aicllc.com
AIC provides cost-effective solutions to
resource development industries. We provide
innovative ideas to meet each requirement
through the provision of best-in-class people
and equipment coupled with exceptional per-
formance.

Carlile Transportation Systems
1800 E. 1st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Linda Leary
Ph: (907) 267-7797
Fax: (907) 276-6786
Email: lleary@carlilekw.com
Other Offices: Fairbanks, Prudhoe Bay, Kenai,
Seward, Federal Way, WA, Houston, TX,
Edomonton, ALTA
Alaska owned and operated, full service,
multi-modal, transportation and logistics
company.

Crowley Alaska 
2525 C St., Ste. 408
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Michael O’Shea
Phone: (907) 257-2817
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: Michael.OShea@crowley.com
Marine Transportation throughout Alaska.
North Slope heavy hauling with CATCO
Rolligons.

Northern Transportation
310 K St., Ste. 200
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: John Marshall, Lynette Storoz
Phone: (907) 264-6682
Fax: (907) 264-6602
Email: email@ntcl.com
Marine transportation along Alaska’s North
Slope via Mackenzie River route.

TOTE-Totem Ocean Trailer Express
2511 Tidewater Road
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Curt Stoner
Phone: (907) 265-7215
Phone: (800) 234-8683
Fax: (907) 278-9689
Email: cstoner@totemocean.com
Web site: www.totemocean.com
TOTE’s roll on/roll off ships sail two times per
week between the Port of Tacoma and the
Port of Anchorage. Transit time is a fast 66
hours.

Equipment Sales/Rental

Air Liquide
6415 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Brian Benson, tech sales rep
Phone: (907) 273-9762
Fax: (907) 561-8364
Email: brian.benson@airliquide.com
Air Liquide is the dealer and warranty station
for Lincoln, Miller, Milwaukee, Victor and
most other welding equipment manufactur-
ers



Page 28 PETROLEUM DIRECTORY • 3rd QUARTER 2006

Alaska Dreams
2081 Van Horn Rd., Suite 2
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: M. Huser, president
Phone: (907) 455-7712
Fax: (907) 455-7713
Email: AlaskaDreams@att.net
Alaska Dreams Inc. offers a wide variety of
short or long term lease/rental buildings of
various sizes for construction site storage,
shops, or weather protection.

Arctic Wire Rope & Supply
6407 Arctic Spur Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Jill Reeves
Phone: (907) 562-0707
Fax: (907) 562-2426
Email: awrs@customcpu.com
Web site: www.arcticwirerope.com
Arctic Wire Rope & Supply is Alaska’s largest
and most complete rigging supply source. We
specialize in custom sling fabrication (wire
rope, web, chain, and polyester round.)

Kenworth Alaska
2838 Porcupine Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Jim Scherieble, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 279-0602
Phone: (800) 478-0602
Fax: (907) 258-6639
Email: parts@kenworthalaska.com
Email: sales@kenworthalaska.com
Web site: www.kenworthalaska.com
Fairbanks office:
3730 Braddock St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Tom Clements, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 455-9900
Fax: (907) 479-8295
Kenworth Alaska is a full service truck dealer-
ship in two locations – Anchorage and
Fairbanks. New and used truck sales, parts and
service.

NEI Fluid Technology
3408 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Kathryn Russell, president
Phone: (907) 561-4820
Fax: (907) 562-2316
Email: sales@neifluid.com 
Suppliers of petrochemical refueling and test-
ing equipment, meters and valve systems for
the oil and gas industry and portable mea-
surement for petroleum, chemicals and bulk
liquids. We also supply refrigerant recovery
and recycling equipment.

Pacific Power Products
8001 Petersburg St.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Sales, Service & Parts
Phone: (907) 522-3434
Fax: (907) 522-1198
Web site: www.pacificdda.com
Other office:
3177 N. Van Horn Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone: (907) 479-1235
Fax: (907) 479-1237
We are distributors for Detroit Diesel, Allison
and Kohler. We have served Alaska for over
30 years with quality products for the petrole-
um industry.

Peak Oilfield Service Co.
2525 C St., Ste. 201

Ten years ago in Alaska & northern
Canada’s oil patch…..

This section consists of partial reprints from Petroleum News Alaska
(predecessor to Petroleum News).

Roll call of petroleum 
companies in Alaska

Since 1991 almost half Alaska’s oil and gas
companies have effectively left (or are in the
process of leaving) the state for greener pastures.
The determination of a company’s position in
the listing to the right was made by the editor of
Petroleum News  Alaska,not by the companies
noted.

“In?” indicates the company is considering
increasing its position in Alaska and may be a
new player in the state.

A designation of “In”means the company still
has land holdings in Alaska,possibly an office,
and has not tried to dump a significant percent-
age of its properties recently.However, all com-
panies in this category have somehow reduced
their presence in Alaska,whether it was by
reducing employee numbers or cutting explo-
ration and development budgets.

“Leaving?” indicates the company appears
poised on the verge of leaving the state (for all
practical purposes, even though they may retain
a land position here) and have no intention of making further investments in Alaska.

“Out”says the company has effectively left Alaska and is making no additional
investments here (beyond what is required if they have producing interests here).

The following designations are for upstream operations only,not downstream.

—Petroleum News May 6-June 2, 1996

Amerada Hess . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Out
Amoco Production  . . . . . . . . . . In?
Anadarko Petroleum . . . . . . . . . .In?
ARCO Alaska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .In
BP Exploration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .In
Chevron  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leaving?
Conoco  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Out
Elf Exploration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Out
Exxon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leaving?
Marathon Oil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .In
Maxus Exploration  . . . . . . . . . . .Out
Mobil Oil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leaving?
Murphy E&P  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Out
Oryx Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Out
Oxy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .In
Pennzoil E&P  . . . . . . . . . . Leaving?
Petrofina Delaware  . . . . . .Leaving?
Phillips Petroleum  . . . . . . . . . . . .In
Shell Western E&P . . . . . . . . . . .Out
Texaco  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leaving?
Union Texas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .In?
Unocal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .In

In memory of Ruth 
Sheldon Knowles

Ruth Sheldon Knowles, mother of Gov.Tony Knowles, died in early
September in New York City.An internationally known petroleum … writer, for-
eign correspondent and lecturer and the mother of four children, Mrs. Knowles
served as a petroleum consultant for several governments and wrote for leading
popular magazines, newspapers and professional journals. She had retired in
New York City.

She gleaned her first knowledge of the oil industry as the daughter of an
Oklahoma wildcatter.

“As a child before I even found out that a wildcat was an animal I knew it
was a well that my … father was drilling in search of oil hoping to pay last
month’s bills with the oil he was going to find tomorrow,” Mrs. Knowles wrote
in the preface of her 1959 book,The Greatest Gamblers.“I feel particularly fortu-
nate that I was born in the oil patch. … As I was finishing the last chapter of the
first edition of this book my 5-year-old daughter Nora, watching me type, asked
‘How many miles have you done on your book, Mommy?’ I nearly answered,‘all
of my life.’” …

—Petroleum News Aug. 26-Sept. 22, 1996
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Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ben Cleveland
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
E-Mail: bencleveland@peakalaska.com
Website: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Petroleum Equipment & Services
5631 Silverado Way, Ste G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kevin Durling/Donald Parker
Phone: (907) 248-0066
Fax: (907) 248-4429
Email: sales@pesiak.com
Web site: www.pesiak.com
P.E.S.I. provides both conventional and special-
ty products and services for the Alaska oil
industry. Regardless of your location, you will
receive products and service that is guaran-
teed to meet your requirements. for Alaska oil
industry.

Pipe Wranglers Canada (2004) Inc.
5400 39139 Highway 2A
Red Deer, AB Canada  T4S-2B3
Contact: Vince Morelli, executive vp
Phone: (403) 342-4441
Fax: (403) 342-6613
Email: vince@pipewranglers.com 
Web site www.pipewranglers.com
PWCI is a manufacturing & service company of
pipe handling equipment.  We are manufac-
turers of hydraulic catwalks for service rigs
and drilling rigs onshore and offshore.

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver CO,
Casper WY
Quadco maintains a fleet of oil field instru-
mentation, solids control and other equip-
ment for oilfield and industrial needs. We rep-
resent Varco Oil Tools, MD Totco, Texas Oil
Tools, SPM, Derrick Equipment and various
other manufacturers. 24 hours on call.

Rain for Rent
43784 Kenai Spur Hwy.
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Randy Harris, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-4487
Fax: (907) 283-4528
Email: rharris@rainforrent.com
Web site: www.rainforrent.com
Other Office:
1642 Bannister Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Phone: (907) 440-2299
Rain for Rent combines rental tanks, pipe, and
filtration systems for solutions to temporary
liquid-handling needs. We offer engineering
and on-site personnel – 24/7, 365 days a year. 

Totem Equipment & Supply
2536 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mike Huston, vp
Phone: (907) 276-2858
Fax: (907) 258-4623
Email: sales@toteminc.com
Web site: www.toteminc.com
Totem Equipment & Supply Inc. locally owned

and operated since 1961. Supplies light, medi-
um and heavy equipment. Specializing in tem-
porary and permanent heating solutions.

WSI-Total Safety
209 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Pettit, district mgr.
Phone: (907) 743-9871
Fax: (907) 743-9872
Email: bpettit@totalsafety.com
Web site: www.totalsafety.com
A full service safety company specializing in
remote medical support, expeditors, confined
space services, H2S and safety consultants,
rental/sales of gas detection and breathing air
systems.

Expeditor/Clerk Services

Chiulista Camp Services/Mayflower
Catering
6613 Brayton Dr., Ste. C
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George B. Gardner, pres/gm
Phone: (907) 278-2208
Fax: (907) 677-7261
Email: ggardner@calistacorp.com
The 100 percent Alaska Native owned and
operated catering company on the North
Slope, catering and housekeeping to your
tastes, not ours.

Tubular Solutions Alaska, LLC 
310 K Street, Suite 402
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: John Harris, general manager
Phone: (907) 770-8700
Fax: (907) 222-1203
Email: tsaoctgsales@tsalaska.com
TSA is a fully integrated supply chain service
company providing forecasting, procurement
and coordination services aimed at reducing
total cost of ownership for OCTG product.

Fertilizer

Agrium
P.O. Box 575
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Lisa Parker, govt. relations
Phone: (907) 776-3275
Fax: (907) 776-5579
Email: lparker@agrium.com
Web site: www.agrium.com
Value added manufacturer of fertilizer prod-
ucts.

Financial Services

Residential Mortgage
100 Calais Drive, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mary Jo Pippin, loan officer
Phone: (907) 222-8886
Fax: (907) 743-9686
Email: pippinm@residentialmtg.com
We offer competitive rates and exceptional
service for financing primary home, 3rd
home/vacation home investment properties.

Freight/Shipping & Cargo

Air Logistics of Alaska

1915 Donald Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1197
Fax: (907) 452-4539
Contact: Dave Scarbrough
Phone: Anchorage: (907) 248-3335
Email: dscarbrough@airlogak.com
Helicopter contract and charter services.

Alaska Air Cargo
Horizon Air Cargo
P.O. Box 68900
Seattle, WA 98168
Contact: Matt Yerbic, 
Managing Director of Cargo
Phone: (206) 392-2705 or 800-2ALASKA
Fax: (206) 392-2641
Email: matt.yerbic@alaskaair.com
Web site: www.alaskacargo.com
Award winning cargo services to more places,
more often, with more lift to, from, and with-
in the state of Alaska

Alaska Railroad Corp.
P.O. Box 107500
Anchorage, AK 99510
Contact: Amber Dyson, Marketing and
Logistics Technician
Phone: (907) 265-2485
Fax: (907) 265-2597
Email: dysona@akrr.com
The Alaska Railroad Corporation offers real
estate, passenger and freight services –
including complete services to move your
freight between Alaska, the Lower 48 and
Canada.

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Craig Welch, Mike Kunkel
Phone: (907) 659-2550
Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
E-Mail:  brooks@astacalaska.com
Expediting and delivery of hardware and
more throughout oilfield and North Slope vil-
lages. Open 24 hours, 365 days a year.

CN Aquatrain
3015 Madison Way
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Laurie A. Gray, agent
Phone: (907) 279-3131
Toll free: (800) 999-0541
Fax: (907) 272-3963
CN Aquatrain has provided Alaska with
dependable access to Canadian and Lower 48
markets for 38 years.

Carlile Transportation Systems
1800 E. 1st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Linda Leary
Ph: (907) 267-7797
Fax: (907) 276-6786
Email: lleary@carlilekw.com
Other Offices: Fairbanks, Prudhoe Bay, Kenai,
Seward, Federal Way, WA, Houston, TX,
Edomonton, ALTA
Alaska owned and operated, full service,
multi-modal, transportation and logistics
company.

Crowley Alaska 
2525 C St., Ste. 408
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Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Michael O’Shea
Phone: (907) 257-2817
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: Michael.OShea@crowley.com
Marine Transportation throughout Alaska.
North Slope heavy hauling with CATCO
Rolligons.

Frontier Flying Service 
5245 Airport Industrial Way
Fairbanks, AK  99709
Contact: Craig Kenmonth, general manager
Phone: (907) 474-1739
Fax: (907) 450-7271
Email: craig@frontierflying.com
Web site: www.frontierflying.com

Kenai Aviation
P. O. Box 46
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Bob or Jim Bielefeld
Phone: (907) 283-4124
Phone: (800) 478-4124 (within Alaska)
Fax: (907) 283-5267
Email: kb@chugach.net
Air taxi services provided since 1961 state
wide, mostly Cook Inlet. Single engine and
twin Bonanza. 

Lynden
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Railbelt Marine
Alaska West Express
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics
Lynden Transport
6441 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Jeanine St. John
Phone: (907) 245-1544
Fax: (907) 245-1744
Email: custsvc@lynden.com
The combined scope of the Lynden companies
includes truckload and less-than-truckload
highway connections, scheduled barges, inter-
modal bulk chemical hauls, scheduled and
chartered air freighters, domestic and inter-
national air forwarding and international sea
forwarding services.

Northern Air Cargo
3900 W. International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Mark Liland, acct. mgr.
Anch./Prudhoe Bay
Phone: (907) 249-5149
Fax: (907) 249-5194
Email: mliland@nac.aero
Web site: www.nac.aero
Serving the aviation needs of rural Alaska for
almost 50 years, NAC is the states largest all
cargo carrier moving nearly 100 million
pounds of cargo on scheduled flights to 17 of
Alaska’s busiest airports. NAC’s fleet of DC-6,
B-727, and ATR-42 aircraft are available for
charters to remote sites and flag stops to 44
additional communities.

Northern Transportation Co.
Alaska: 3015 Madison Way
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Laurie Gray, agent
Phone: (907) 279-3131
Cell: (907) 229-0656
Phone: (800) 999-0541

Email: lag@alaska.net
Canada: 42003 McKenzie Hwy.
Hay River, NWT X0E0R9
Contact: John Marshall 
Phone: (867) 874-5167
Cell: (867) 875-7600
Fax: (867) 874-5179
Email: jmarshall@ntcl.com
Contact:  Sunny Munroe
Phone: (867) 874-5134
Cell: (867) 444-2441; (403) 829-9707
Email: smunroe@ntcl.com
Website: www.ntcl.com
NTCL, Canada’s largest and oldest northern
marine transportation company, ships dry
cargo and fuel to communities and resource
exploration projects along the Mackenzie
River, the Beaufort Sea coast and Alaska’s
North Slope. 

TOTE-Totem Ocean Trailer Express
2511 Tidewater Road
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Curt Stoner
Phone: (907) 265-7215
Phone: (800) 234-8683
Fax: (907) 278-9689
Email: cstoner@totemocean.com
Web site: www.totemocean.com
TOTE’s roll on/roll off ships sail two times per
week between the Port of Tacoma and the
Port of Anchorage. Transit time is a fast 66
hours.

Fueling Services

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mark Helmericks, president; Rick
Hofreiter
Phone:  (888) 659-3198
Contact: Doug Clinton, vice president
Phone: (907) 224-2533
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gasoline in
bulk and small quantity deliveries, electronic
card-lock fleet management, solid waste and
recycling, industrial gases and solid waste.
Tesoro fuel station.

General Oilfield Supplies

Alaska Rubber & Supply
5811 Old Seward Hwy.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Janeece Higgins, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 562-2200
Fax: (907) 561-7600
Email: info@alaskarubber.com
Web site: www.alaskarubber.com
Wholesale and retail of industrial and
hydraulic hose and fittings. All applications
and styles available. Conveyor belting, sheet
rubber, v-belts, pumps, Kamloks and much
more.

Alaska Tent & Tarp
529 Front St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact:  Jim Haselberger
Phone: (907) 456-6328
Phone: (800) 478-8368
Fax: (907) 452-5260
Email: aktent@ptialaska.net
We are a commercial and industrial fabric

business. We make covers.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
MRO Sales offers products and services that
are special to the Alaskan market. MRO can
help solve the time problem on hard to find
items. 

NEI Fluid Technology
3408 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Kathryn Russell, president
Phone: (907) 561-4820
Fax: (907) 562-2316
Email: sales@neifluid.com 
Suppliers of petrochemical refueling and test-
ing equipment, meters and valve systems for
the oil and gas industry and portable mea-
surement for petroleum, chemicals and bulk
liquids. We also supply refrigerant recovery
and recycling equipment.

Geophysical & Geological Services

ASRC Energy Services – Engineering and
Technology
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John Lewis, vp operations
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: john.lewis@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Drilling and completion engineering, well
stimulation, facilities engineering, upstream
exploration and production services, geologi-
cal and geophysical services, automation,
electrical and instrumentation, platform reno-
vation and construction.

CoreMongers
6212 Magnaview Dr.
Eagle River, AK 99577
Contact: Clifton M. Posey
Phone: (907) 317-2361
Web site: CoreMongers.com
CoreMongers specializes in high resolution
core photography and other whole core ser-
vices including core slabbing and core plug-
ging. CoreMongers is based locally in
Anchorage.

ENSR International
1835 S. Bragaw St., Ste. 490 
Anchorage, AK 99512
Contact: Chris L. Humphrey, P.E.
Phone: (907) 561-5700
Fax: (907) 273-4555
Email: chumphrey@ensr.com
Serving Alaska since 1977. ENSR is an environ-
mental engineering and consulting firm with
more than 70 offices worldwide providing
environmental planning, assessment, permit-
ting, compliance management and contami-
nation cleanup.

Horizon Well Logging
351 E. 92nd Ave, Suite A
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Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Bernie Leas, AK oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-7002
Fax: (907) 563-7005
Email: bleas@mudloggers.com
Other office
711 St. Andrews Way
Lompoc, CA 93436
Phone: (805) 733-0972
Web site: www.horizon-well-logging.com
Wellsite geologists and mudlogging services.
Experienced veterans with proven success
steering horizontal wells, determining strati-
graphic horizons, and evaluationg shows.
Independent, insightful data handling,
reporting and communication.

Hunter 3-D
6001 Savoy, Ste. 110
Houston, TX 77036
Contact: Dan Huston, vice president
Phone: (713) 981-4650
Fax: (713) 981-4650
Email: hunter3d@wt.net
Web site: www.hunter3dinc.com
Hunter 3-D is a geophysical consulting compa-
ny based in Houston, Texas. We interpret seis-
mic, gravity and magnetic data for projects in
Alaska and worldwide.

Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska (PRA)
3601 C St., Ste. 822
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Tom Walsh
Phone: (907) 272-1232
Fax: (907) 272-1344
Email: info@petroak.com
Our multidisciplinary staff of qualified and
experienced professionals possess a diverse
array of technical capabilities to provide our
clients with a full spectrum of geoscience and
engineering consulting services.

PGS Onshore
341 W. Tudor Rd., Ste. 206
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Larry Watt, Alaska area mgr. 
Phone: (907) 569-4049
Fax: (907) 569-4047
Email: larry.watt@pgsonshore.com
Houston Office
738 Hwy 6 South, Ste 900
Houston, TX 77079
Contact: Gehrig Schultz
Phone: (281) 589-6732
Fax: (281) 589-6685
Email: gehrig.schultz@pgsonshore.com
Geophysical acquisition and processing for
the petroleum industry. PGS Onshore provides
fully rubber tracked Arctic geophysical crews
to acquire the highest density data with the
softest environmental footprint on the North
Slope.

Schlumberger Oilfield Services
2525 Gambell St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Daniel Palmer
Phone: (907) 273-1700
Fax: (907) 561-8317
Email: Palmer2@slb.com
Web site: www.slb.com
Schlumberger Oilfield Services provides peo-
ple and technology, working together to
offer exploration and production solutions
for the life of oil and gas reservoirs.

Health Care Professionals

Aeromed International
4700 Business Park Blvd., Ste. E25
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Brooks Wall, director
Phone: (907) 677-7501
Fax: (907) 677-7502
Email: info@aeromed.com
Web site: www.aeromed.com
Aeromed International is an all jet critical
care air ambulance fleet based in Anchorage.
Medical crews are certified Flight Nurses and
certified Flight Paramedics.

Helicopter Contract 
& Charter Services

Air Logistics of Alaska
1915 Donald Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 452-1197
Fax: (907) 452-4539
Contact: Dave Scarbrough
Phone: Anchorage: (907) 248-3335
Email: dscarbrough@airlogak.com
Helicopter contract and charter services.

Egli Air Haul
P.O. Box 169
King Salmon, AK  99613.
Contact: Sam Egli
Phone: (907) 246-3554
Fax:  (907) 246-3654
Email: egliair@bristolbay.com
Web site: www.egliair.com
Serving Alaska since 1982, we perform a wide
variety of flight operations, including airplane
and helicopter charter, aerial survey, and spe-
cialized operations such as external load
work, powerline maintenance, aerial filming
and videography.

Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska
1936 Merrill Field Drive
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Tom Freeburg, 
director of operations
Phone: (907) 257-1500
Fax: (907) 257-1529
Email: tom@evergreenak.com
Contact: Jerry Rock, president
Phone: (907) 257-1500
Fax:  (907) 276-2553
Nome office: (907) 443-5334
Airlines office: (907) 257-1500
Web site: evergreenaviation.com
Evergreen’s diverse fleet has provided award-
winning safety to Alaskans since 1960 in
petroleum exploration & production, fire-
fighting, forestry, construction, search & res-
cue, cargo transport, and utility transmission.

Hoses, Hydraulic & Industrial

Alaska Rubber & Supply
5811 Old Seward Hwy.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Janeece Higgins, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 562-2200
Fax: (907) 561-7600
Email: info@alaskarubber.com
Web site: www.alaskarubber.com

Wholesale and retail of industrial and
hydraulic hose and fittings. All applications
and styles available. Conveyor belting, sheet
rubber, v-belts, pumps, Kamloks and much
more.

Jackovich Industrial & Construction
Supply
1600 Wells St. 
Fairbanks, AK 99707
Contact: Buz Jackovich
Phone: (907) 456-4414
Fax: (907) 452-4846
Anchorage office
1716 Post Rd.
Phone: (907) 277-1406
Fax: (907) 258-1700
24-hour emergency service. With 30 years of
experience, we’re experts on arctic conditions
and extreme weather.

Industrial Gases 

Air Liquide
6415 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Brian Benson, tech sales rep
Phone: (907) 273-9762
Fax: (907) 561-8364
Email: brian.benson@airliquide.com
Air Liquide is your local manufacturer and
supplier of industrial, medical, and scientific
gas in Alaska. We also supply bulk gases and
dry ice statewide.

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mark Helmericks, president; Rick
Hofreiter
Phone:  (888) 659-3198
Contact: Doug Clinton, vice president
Phone: (907) 224-2533
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gasoline in
bulk and small quantity deliveries, electronic
card-lock fleet management, solid waste and
recycling, industrial gases and solid waste.
Tesoro fuel station.

Industrial Parts & Supply

Air Liquide
6415 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Brian Benson, tech sales rep
Phone: (907) 273-9762
Fax: (907) 561-8364
Email: brian.benson@airliquide.com
Air Liquide is the dealer and warranty station
for Lincoln, Miller, Milwaukee, Victor and
most other welding equipment manufactur-
ers

Alaska Rubber & Supply
5811 Old Seward Hwy.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Janeece Higgins, general mgr.
Phone: (907) 562-2200
Fax: (907) 561-7600
Email: info@alaskarubber.com
Web site: www.alaskarubber.com
Wholesale and retail of industrial and
hydraulic hose and fittings. All applications
and styles available. Conveyor belting, sheet
rubber, v-belts, pumps, Kamloks and much
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more.

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Craig Welch, Mike Kunkel
Phone: (907) 659-2550
Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
E-Mail:  brooks@astacalaska.comYour source
on the Slope for safety supplies, welding sup-
plies, automotive and truck parts, hardware,
tools, steel, building materials, glass, propane,
hydraulic hoses and fittings, paint and chemi-
cals. Napa and True Value Hardware distribu-
tion. Own Prudhoe Bay General Store that
carries various sundries and is home to the
Prudhoe Bay Post Office.

Unique Machine
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, COO
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: office@uniquemachineinc.com
Website: www.uniquemachineinc.com
Connections; API 5CT, API 7B, Grant Prideco
H-Series, Hydril, Hunting, Atlas Bradford, NS
Technology Co, Inc., Vallourec and Vam PTS
proprietary connections.

U.S. Bearings & Drives
611 E. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Dena Kelley, operations mgr.
Phone: 563-3000
Fax: 563-1003
Email: dkelley@bearings.com
Web site: www.bearings.com
U.S. Bearings & Drives, formerly BESCO has
been providing bearings and drive compo-
nents to our Alaskan customers since 1952.
We offer quality components and experi-
enced personnel.

Information Technology Consulting

Computing Alternatives, Inc.
519 W. 8th Ave, Suite 205
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Sunil Sethi, President
Phone: (907) 644-4522
Fax: (907644-4523
Email: ssethi@computing-alt.com
Web site: computingalternatives.com or
www.computing-alt.com
Computing Alternatives, Inc. (CAI) provides IT
consulting services including web applica-
tions, database design, requirements analysis,
and IT staffing.  CAI is currently developing
Royalty Accounting System for the oil and gas
divisions. 

Inspection Services

Acuren USA (formerly Canspec Group)
7911 King St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kim Harker
Phone: (907) 569-5000
Fax: (907) 569-5005
Email: kharker@canspec.com
Employing our materials engineering and
inspection expertise, Canspec, has been inte-

grally involved in the detection, assessment
and disposition of corrosion anomalies for
over three decades.

Engineered Fire & Safety
3138 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Don Maupin, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 274-7973 ext. 123
Fax: (907) 274-6265
Email d.maupin@efs-fire.com
Web site: www.efs-fire.com
An industry leader in the design, integration
and testing of safety solutions for high value
risks. UL system certifications and panel fabri-
cation.

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Instrumentation Systems

Arctic Controls
1120 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Scott Stewart, president
Phone: (907) 277-7555
Fax: (907) 277-9295
Email: sstewart@arcticcontrols.com
Website: www.arcticcontrols.com
An Alaskan owned and operated company
since,1985, Arctic Controls, Inc. has been high-
ly successful as manufacturer representatives
for the state of Alaska in the Process Control
and Instrumentation field. Selling equipment
to the oil and gas markets, mining and water
wastewater/municipal markets.

Epoch Well Services
301 East 92nd Avenue
Suite 2
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Jim Carson, AK div. mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-2465
Fax: (907) 561-2474
Email: james.carson@epochwellservices.com
Web site:  www.epochwellservices.com,
www.myWells.com
RIGWATCH is a complete digital drilling
instrumentation system that monitors all drill
floor and mud system parameters. Critical
data is displayed and archived on worksta-
tions located at key points on the rig and
transmitted live to Epoch’s live data portal,
myWells.com.

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, vp, AK mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985

Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver CO,
Casper WY
Quadco maintains a fleet of oil field instru-
mentation, solids control and other equip-
ment for oilfield and industrial needs. We
represent Varco Oil Tools, MD Totco, Texas Oil
Tools, SPM, Derrick Equipment and various
other manufacturers. 24 hours on call.

Laboratory Services

CoreMongers
6212 Magnaview Dr.
Eagle River, AK 99577
Contact: Clifton M. Posey
Phone: (907) 317-2361
Web site: CoreMongers.com
CoreMongers specializes in high resolution
core photography and other whole core ser-
vices including core slabbing and core plug-
ging. CoreMongers is based locally in
Anchorage.

Legal Services

Perkins Coie
1029 W. 3rd Ave., Ste. 300
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Eric Fjelstad, attorney
Email: Efjelstad@perkinscoie.com
Contact: Amy J. MacKenzie, attorney
Email: AMacKenzie@perkinscoie.com
Phone: (907) 279-8561
Fax: (907) 276-3108
Other Offices: 
Beijing, Bellevue, Boise, Chicago, Denver, Los
Angeles, Menlo Park, Olympia, Phoenix,
Portland, San Francisco, Seattle, Washington
D.C.
Website: www.perkinscoie.com
Perkins Coie law firm handles oil spill plan-
ning, air emissions, NPDES permits, hazardous
waste, CERCLA, wetlands permits, NEPA, and
other environmental and natural resources
issues.

Lodging

ESS Support Services Worldwide
9210 Vanguard Dr., Ste 101
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George Cuzzort
Phone: (907) 344-1207 
Fax: (907) 344-0353
Email: gcuzzort@ess-worldwide.com
Web site: www.ess-global.com
The Alaska division of the worlds largest con-
tract food service company. Visit our web site
at www.ess-global.com

Hilton Anchorage Hotel
500 West Third Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact:  Karen Boshell
Phone: (907) 272-7411
Phone: 1-800-445-8667
Fax: (907) 265-7042
Website:  www.anchorage.hilton.com
At the Hilton, guests discover unexpected lux-
ury. We are just steps away from shopping,
day tours, fishing and the convention center.
The Hilton’s 600 guest rooms and suites, three
restaurants, indoor pool, and native art col-
lection will make your stay complete.
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Hotel Captain Cook
4th & K St.
Anchorage, AK 995
Phone: (907) 276-6000
Website: www.captaincook.com
Alaska’s only member of  Preferred Hotels
and Resorts Worldwide. 547 rooms including
96 suites, three restaurants and a coffee bar.
Located in downtown Anchorage.

Logistics

Alaska Railroad Corp.
P.O. Box 107500
Anchorage, AK 99510
Contact: Amber Dyson, Marketing and
Logistics Technician
Phone: (907) 265-2485
Fax: (907) 265-2597
Email: dysona@akrr.com
The Alaska Railroad Corporation offers real
estate, passenger and freight services –
including complete services to move your
freight between Alaska, the Lower 48 and
Canada.

Alaska Air Cargo
Horizon Air Cargo
P.O. Box 68900
Seattle, WA 98168
Contact: Matt Yerbic, 
Managing Director of Cargo
Phone: (206) 392-2705 or 800-2ALASKA
Fax: (206) 392-2641
Email: matt.yerbic@alaskaair.com
Web site: www.alaskacargo.com
Award winning cargo services to more places,
more often, with more lift to, from, and with-
in the state of Alaska

Carlile Transportation Systems
1800 E. 1st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Linda Leary
Ph: (907) 267-7797
Fax: (907) 276-6786
Email: lleary@carlilekw.com
Other Offices: Fairbanks, Prudhoe Bay, Kenai,
Seward, Federal Way, WA, Houston, TX,
Edomonton, ALTA
Alaska owned and operated, full service,
multi-modal, transportation and logistics
company.

Crowley Alaska
2525 C St., Ste. 303
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Craig Tornga
Phone: (907) 278-4978
Fax: (907) 257-2828
Email: cms.@crowley.com
Complete materials supply services to remote
locations. Marine transport throughout
Alaska. Oil field services including heavy haul-
ing with all-terrain vehicles on North Slope.

The Fairweather Companies
2000 E. 88th Ave., Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Penrose
Phone: (907) 258-3446
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Web site: www.fairweather.com
The Fairweather Companies provide project
management, engineering, drilling, permit-
ting, logistics, and operational services to the
exploration and production sectors of the

petroleum industry.

Lynden
Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska Railbelt Marine
Alaska West Express
Lynden Air Cargo
Lynden Air Freight
Lynden International
Lynden Logistics

Lynden Transport
6441 S. Airpark Pl.
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Jeanine St. John
Phone: (907) 245-1544
Fax: (907) 245-1744
Email: custsvc@lynden.com
The combined scope of the Lynden compa-
nies includes truckload and less-than-truck-
load highway connections, scheduled barges,

Ten years ago in Alaska & northern
Canada’s oil patch…..

This section consists of partial reprints from Petroleum News Alaska
(predecessor to Petroleum News).

Anadarko: their game is exploration

ARCO Alaska Inc.has pulled one of the petroleum industry’s most aggressive
explorers into Cook Inlet to search for oil and gas.

Anadarko Petroleum Corp., a Houston-based independent that has been involved
in some of the largest oil and gas discoveries in the world in recent years,has
entered into a two-year strategic alliance with ARCO to explore for hydrocarbons on
127,000 acres of ARCO’s upper Cook Inlet leases.

In exchange for conducting new seismic surveys, completing other geological
and geophysical studies and drilling exploration wells,Anadarko will earn a 50 per-
cent share of ARCO’s working interest in the leases.The deal does not include
ARCO’s Sunfish prospect or the Beluga River gas field.

It was ARCO that first drew Anadarko to Alaska in 1992 with a minority invest-
ment in the company’s Colville River prospect (Alpine).Until recently the giant inde-
pendent has played a relatively small role in the state, sticking to minority positions
in its investments.Then earlier this year Anadarko took its first majority position in an
Alaska oil and gas unit when it took over Exxon Exploration Co.’s Thetis Island leases
in the Beaufort Sea,making the company an operator in Alaska for the first time.

But while Anadarko has not decided what it will do next, if anything,with Thetis
Island, it has already moved a technical team north to Alaska to begin evaluation of
the upper Cook Inlet leases — even before the paperwork on the inlet deal was
signed with ARCO.

It is the intent of both companies to move forward quickly with the Cook Inlet
exploration program,Michael Richter,ARCO Alaska’s vice president of exploration
and land, told PNA in early October.

“We’re considering some very early work,possibly there could be some seismic as
early as this winter,”he said.

Explorers haven’t had much success in the Cook Inlet basin in the last 10 to 15
years.“It’s a pretty risky business,”said Richter.“Having a dependable partner gives us
the opportunity to drill more wells.”

Richter,whose last position was with ARCO International in Plano,Texas, said that
he believes Anadarko will make an excellent partner in Cook Inlet.

“Our emphasis is to explore in a different manner.Anadarko has a different per-
spective on exploration,new ideas and strong technical skills that complement ours.”
…

Jim Talley, an Anadarko geologist heads up the company’s Alaska team of five geo-
scientists from both ARCO and Anadarko.…

(Ken) Nadolny (Anadarko’s vice president of exploration) said … Anadarko is
looking to be a long-term player in the state.…

“It’s heartening to see state government setting lease sale schedules and sticking
to them and making land available to oil and gas operators,”he said (referring to the
areawide leasing program that had just been introduced in Alaska).…

—Petroleum News Sept. 23-Oct. 20, 1996
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intermodal bulk chemical hauls, scheduled
and chartered air freighters, domestic and
international air forwarding and internation-
al sea forwarding services.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
Prudhoe Bay: Joe Bob Bruster (907) 659-2868
We provide Professional Procurement Service
for hard-to-find supplies, parts and equipment.
Regardless of your location, you will receive
service that is guaranteed to meet your
requirements. From Anchorage to Siberia, from
shipping to communications, you receive ser-
vice from the experts that have ‘Been There,
Done That’ 

Northern Air Cargo
3900 W. International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99502
Contact: Mark Liland, acct. mgr. Anch./Prudhoe
Bay
Phone: (907) 249-5149
Fax: (907) 249-5194
Email: mliland@nac.aero
Web site: www.nac.aero
Serving the aviation needs of rural Alaska for
almost 50 years, NAC is the states largest all
cargo carrier moving nearly 100 million pounds
of cargo on scheduled flights to 17 of Alaska’s
busiest airports. NAC’s fleet of DC-6, B-727, and
ATR-42 aircraft are available for charters to
remote sites and flag stops to 44 additional
communities.

Northern Transportation Co.
Alaska: 3015 Madison Way
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Laurie Gray, agent
Phone: (907) 279-3131
Cell: (907) 229-0656
Phone: (800) 999-0541
Email: lag@alaska.net
Canada: 42003 McKenzie Hwy.
Hay River, NWT X0E0R9
Contact: John Marshall 
Phone: (867) 874-5167
Cell: (867) 875-7600
Fax: (867) 874-5179
Email: jmarshall@ntcl.com
Contact:  Sunny Munroe
Phone: (867) 874-5134
Cell: (867) 444-2441; (403) 829-9707
Email: smunroe@ntcl.com
Website: www.ntcl.com
NTCL, Canada’s largest and oldest northern
marine transportation company, ships dry cargo
and fuel to communities and resource explo-
ration projects along the Mackenzie River, the
Beaufort Sea coast and Alaska’s North Slope. 

Machining

Unique Machine
a subsidiary of Sumitomo Corp.
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376

Email: pat.hanley@umalaska.com
Web site: www.uniquemachineinc.com
The design, development, manufacture and
distribution of oilfield construction, mining,
fishing and government parts to industry quali-
ty standards.

Maintenance

Alaska Tent & Tarp
529 Front St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact:  Jim Haselberger
Phone: (907) 456-6328
Phone: (800) 478-8368
Fax: (907) 452-5260
Email: aktent@ptialaska.net
We are a commercial and industrial fabric busi-
ness. We make covers.

Arctic Controls
1120 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Scott Stewart, president
Phone: (907) 277-7555
Fax: (907) 277-9295
Email: sstewart@arcticcontrols.com
Website: www.arcticcontrols.com
An Alaskan owned and operated company
since,1985, Arctic Controls, Inc. has been highly
successful as manufacturer representatives for
the state of Alaska in the Process Control and
Instrumentation field. Selling equipment to the
oil and gas markets, mining and water waste-
water/municipal markets.

ASRC Energy Services – Operations and
Maintenance
3900 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Mark Nelson, exec. vp
Phone: (907) 339-6200
Fax: (907) 339-6212
Email: mark.nelson@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Oil and gas services, industrial construction,
operations and maintenance, module fabrica-
tion and assembly, project management and
non-destructive testing.

Engineered Fire & Safety
3138 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Don Maupin, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 274-7973 ext. 123
Fax: (907) 274-6265
Email d.maupin@efs-fire.com
Web site: www.efs-fire.com
An industry leader in the design, integration
and testing of safety solutions for high value
risks. UL system certifications and panel fabrica-
tion.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
We are a stocking distributor for top-of-the-
line waste oil heaters (Reznor), waste water
flocculants (Waterclear), environmentally
friendly solvents for your parts washer (PT
Technology), corrosion and erosion repair and

maintenance polymers (Belzona), Vapor phase
(VpCI™) and Migrating Corrosion Inhibitors
(MCI) (Cortec) and valve lubricants and sealants
(Chemola). 

Management Consultant

Hawk Consultants
200 W. 34th Ave., Ste. 809
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Maynard Tapp, president
Phone: (907) 278-1877
Fax: (907) 278-1889
Email: info@hawkpros.com
Providing people and resources to the oil, gas,
power, telecommunication and public works
industries. Services include strategic planning,
full service project management team consult-
ing/outsourcing, supplemental professionals,
professionals, management consulting services.

Maps

Mapmakers Alaska
259 S. Alaska St.
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: Brit Lively, manager
Phone: (907) 745-3398
Fax: (907) 745-6733
Maps for oil and gas industry and custom map
work

Marketing Solutions
3330 C. St., Ste. 101
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Laurie Fagnani, president/owner
Phone: (907) 569-7070
Fax: (907) 569-7090
Email: lfagnani@marketingsol.net
Web site: www.marketingsol.net
Marketing Solutions a full-service award-win-
ning advertising and public relations firm also
designs and produces full-scale custom maps.

Marine Propulsion

Pacific Power Products
8001 Petersburg St.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Sales, Service & Parts
Phone: (907) 522-3434
Fax: (907) 522-1198
Web site: www.pacificdda.com
Other office:
3177 N. Van Horn Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone: (907) 479-1235
Fax: (907) 479-1237
We are distributors for Detroit Diesel, Allison
and Kohler. We have served Alaska for over 30
years with quality products for the petroleum
industry.

Marine Services & Construction

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, v.p.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amarinecorp.com
American Marine Corporation specializes in
marine construction, commercial diving,
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pipeline and platform inspection, repair and
maintenance, underwater welding, dredging,
vessel support, crew boat services and vessel
inspection and repairs.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned diving con-
tractor specializing in sub-sea oilfield work on
mooring systems, pipelines, platforms and
docks in Cook Inlet, on the North Slope and in
Valdez.

Peak Oilfield Service Co.
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ben Cleveland
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
Email: bencleveland@peakalaska.com
Website: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Mechanical & Electrical Inspection

Udelhoven Oilfiystem Services 
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Medical Facilities & Emergency
Response

Aeromed International
4700 Business Park Blvd., Ste. E25
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Brooks Wall, director
Phone: (907) 677-7501
Fax: (907) 677-7502
Email: info@aeromed.com
Web site: www.aeromed.com
Aeromed International is an all jet critical care
air ambulance fleet based in Anchorage.
Medical crews are certified Flight Nurses and
certified Flight Paramedics.

Medical Services

Aeromed International
4700 Business Park Blvd., Ste. E25
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Brooks Wall, director
Phone: (907) 677-7501
Fax: (907) 677-7502

Email: info@aeromed.com
Web site: www.aeromed.com
Aeromed International is an all jet critical care
air ambulance fleet based in Anchorage.
Medical crews are certified Flight Nurses and
certified Flight Paramedics.

Kuukpik Arctic Catering
5761 Silverado Way, Ste P
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick MacMillan
Phone: (907) 562-5588
Fax: (907) 562-5898
Email: rickkac@aol.com

WSI-Total Safety
209 E. 51st Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Pettit, district mgr.
Phone: (907) 743-9871
Fax: (907) 743-9872
Email: bpettit@totalsafety.com
Web site: www.totalsafety.com
A full service safety company specializing in
remote medical support, expeditors, confined
space services, H2S and safety consultants,
rental/sales of gas detection and breathing air
systems.

Meetings & Conventions

Hilton Anchorage Hotel
500 West Third Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact:  Karen Boshell
Phone: (907) 272-7411
Phone: 1-800-445-8667
Fax: (907) 265-7042
Website:  www.anchorage.hilton.com
At the Hilton, guests discover unexpected luxu-
ry. We are just steps away from shopping, day
tours, fishing and the convention center. The
Hilton’s 600 guest rooms and suites, three
restaurants, indoor pool, and native art collec-
tion will make your stay complete.

Hotel Captain Cook
4th & K St.
Anchorage, AK 995
Phone: (907) 276-6000
Website: www.captaincook.com
Alaska’s only member of  Preferred Hotels and
Resorts Worldwide. 547 rooms including 96
suites, three restaurants and a coffee bar.
Located in downtown Anchorage.

Metal Distributors

Alaska Steel Co.
1200 W. Dowling
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Joe Lombardo, vice president
Phone: (907) 561-1188
Toll free: (800) 770-0969 (AK only)
Fax: (907) 561-2935
Email: j.lombardo@alaskasteel.com 
Fairbanks Office:
2800 South Cushman
Contact: Dan Socha, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 456-2719
Fax: (907) 451-0449
Kenai Office:
205 Trading Bay Rd.
Contact: Will Bolz, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-3880
Fax: (907) 283-3759
Full-line steel and aluminum distributor.

Complete processing capabilities, statewide ser-
vice. Specializing in low temperature steel and
wear plate.

Movers/Relocation

Capital Office Systems
1120 E, 35th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Leslye Langla, managing direct.
Phone: (907) 777-1501
Fax: (907) 777-1515
Email: llangla@capital-office.com
Asset management, systems furniture, project
coordination, space planning, systems
delivery/installation, furniture refurbishing, and
relocation/remodel services. Authorized
Steelcase dealer for Alaska.

Mud & Mudlogging Services

Epoch Well Services
301 East 92nd Avenue
Suite 2
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Jim Carson, AK div. mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-2465
Fax: (907) 561-2474
Email: james.carson@epochwellservices.com
Web site:  www.epochwellservices.com,
www.myWells.com
With over 400 wells logged since 1989, Epoch is
the leading provider of advanced mudlogging
services in Alaska. Our DML (Digital
Mudlogging) software assimilates a compre-
hensive database of geological and drilling
information with presentations available in a
variety of hardcopy and digital formats.

Horizon Well Logging
351 E. 92nd Ave, Suite A
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Bernie Leas, AK oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-7002
Fax: (907) 563-7005
Email: bleas@mudloggers.com
Other office
711 St. Andrews Way
Lompoc, CA 93436
Phone: (805) 733-0972
Web site: www.horizon-well-logging.com
Mudlogging service with expert geologists, reli-
able equipment and innovative software. Logs,
digital and graphic data, and communications
to suit your needs. Cost effective wellsite data
solutions.

Office Furniture

Capital Office Systems
1120 E, 35th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Leslye Langla, managing direct.
Phone: (907) 777-1501
Fax: (907) 777-1515
Email: llangla@capital-office.com
Asset management, systems furniture, project
coordination, space planning, systems
delivery/installation, furniture refurbishing, and
relocation/remodel services. Authorized
Steelcase dealer for Alaska.

Oilfield Services

Alaska Cover-All LLC 
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6740 Jollipan Crt.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Paul Nelson, mgr.
Phone: (907) 346-1319
Fax: (907) 346-4400
Email: paul@alaskacoverall.com
Contact: Scott Coon 
Phone: (907) 646-1219
Fax:  (907) 646-1253
Email: scott@alaskacoverall.com
National Call Center: 1-800-268-3768
We are the Alaska dealers for Cover-All
Building Systems. Steel framed, fully engi-
neered, LDPE fabric covered, portable build-
ings in 18 to 270 foot widths and any length.

CONAM Construction Co.
301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste 300
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Bob Stinson
Phone: (907) 278-6600
Fax: (907) 278-4401
Email: bobstinson@conamco.com
Web site: www.conamco.com
Oil, gas, and mining facility; pipeline, civil,
and commercial construction.

Northwest Technical Services
4401 Business Park Blvd., 
Building N, Suite 26
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Judy Peterson, Office Administrator
Phone: (907) 562-1633
Fax: (907) 562-5875
Email: jpeterson@pdstech.com
Web site: www.pdstech.com
Connecting the Right People to the Right
Jobs ™ – temporary, contract and staff per-
sonnel.

Rain for Rent
43784 Kenai Spur Hwy.
Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Randy Harris, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-4487
Fax: (907) 283-4528
Email: rharris@rainforrent.com
Web site: www.rainforrent.com
Other Office:
1642 Bannister Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Phone: (907) 440-2299
Rain for Rent combines rental tanks, pipe,
and filtration systems for solutions to tempo-
rary liquid-handling needs. We offer engi-
neering and on-site personnel – 24/7, 365
days a year.

Photography

CoreMongers
6212 Magnaview Dr.
Eagle River, AK 99577
Contact: Clifton M. Posey
Phone: (907) 317-2361
Web site: CoreMongers.com
CoreMongers specializes in high resolution
core photography and other whole core ser-
vices including core slabbing and core plug-
ging. CoreMongers is based locally in
Anchorage.

Judy Patrick Photography
430 W. 7th Ave., Ste. 220
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Judy Patrick
Phone: (907) 258-4704

Fax: (907) 258-4706
Email: jpphoto@mtaonline.net
Web site: JudyPatrickPhotography.com
Creative images for the resource develop-
ment industry.

Pipe, Fittings & Thread Technology

Petroleum Equipment & Services
5631 Silverado Way, Ste G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Kevin Durling/Donald Parker
Phone: (907) 248-0066
Fax: (907) 248-4429
Email: sales@pesiak.com
Web site: www.pesiak.com
P.E.S.I. provides both conventional and spe-
cialty products and services for the Alaska oil
industry. Regardless of your location, you will
receive products and service that is guaran-
teed to meet your requirements.

Unique Machine
a subsidiary of Sumitomo Corp.
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, gen. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: pat.hanley@umalaska.com
Web site: www.uniquemachineinc.com
Connections; API 5CT, API 7B, Grant Prideco
H-Series, Hydril, Hunting, Atlas Bradford, NS
Technology Co. Inc. Vallourec and Vam PTS
proprietary connections.

Pipeline Maintenance

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, v.p.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amarinecorp.com
American Marine Corporation specializes in
marine construction, commercial diving,
pipeline and platform inspection, repair and
maintenance, underwater welding, dredging,
vessel support, crew boat services and vessel
inspection and repairs.

ASRC Energy Services – Pipeline, Power &
Communications
3900 C St., 
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Wade Blasingame
Phone: (907) 339-6400
Fax: (907) 339-6444
Email: wade.blasingame@asrcenergy.com
Web site: www.asrcenergy.com
Pipeline construction and maintenance, fiber
optic cable installation.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned diving
contractor specializing in sub-sea oilfield

work on mooring systems, pipelines, plat-
forms and docks in Cook Inlet, on the North
Slope and in Valdez. 

Peak Oilfield Service Co.
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ben Cleveland
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
E-Mail: bencleveland@peakalaska.com
Website: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

VECO
949 E. 36th Ave., Ste. 500
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Emily Cross
Phone: (907) 762-1510
Fax: (907) 762-1001
Email: emily.cross@veco.com
Web site: www.VECO.com
VECO is a multi-national corporation that
provides services, project management, engi-
neering, procurement, construction, opera-
tions and maintenance – to the energy,
resource and process industries and the public
sector.

Plumbing

Udelhoven Oilfield System 
Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Power Generation

Pacific Power Products
8001 Petersburg St.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Sales, Service & Parts
Phone: (907) 522-3434
Fax: (907) 522-1198
Web site: www.pacificdda.com
Other office:
3177 N. Van Horn Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone: (907) 479-1235
Fax: (907) 479-1237
We are distributors for Detroit Diesel, Allison
and Kohler. We have served Alaska for over
30 years with quality products for the petro-
leum industry.

Process Equipment

Natco Group
P.O. Box 850, Stn. T
Calgary, Alberta T2H2H3
Contact: Kevin Baird, bus. dev. mgr.
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Phone: (403) 203-2103
Fax: (403) 236-0488
E-mail: kbaird@natco-ca.com
Website: www.natcogroup.com
Natco Group engineers, designs and manufac-
tures process, wellhead and water treatment
equipment and systems used in the produc-
tion of oil and gas worldwide.

Procurement Services

Alaska Anvil
509 W. 3rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501–2237
Contact: Frank Weiss
Phone: (907) 276-2747
Fax: (907) 279-4088
Web site: anvilcorp.com
Other office: Kenai
50720 Kenai Spur Hwy, Mile 24.5
Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: (907) 776-5870
Fax: (907) 770-5871
Multi-discipline engineering and design ser-
vices including construction management for
petro-chemical and heavy industrial client
projects.

MRO Sales
5631 Silverado Way, Unit G
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Don Powell
Phone: (907) 248-8808
Fax: (907) 248-8878
Email: Sales1@mrosalesinc.com
Web site: www.mrosalesinc.com
Other offices:
Kenai: Al Hull (907) 335-2782
We provide Professional Procurement Service
for hard-to-find supplies, parts and equip-
ment. Regardless of your location, you will
receive service that is guaranteed to meet
your requirements. From Anchorage to
Siberia, from shipping to communications,
you receive service from the experts that have
‘Been There, Done That’ 

NANA/Colt Engineering, LLC
700 G Street, 5th floor
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Greg C. Cooke
Title:  Business Development & External
Relations Manager
Phone: (907) 273-3933
Fax: (907) 273-3990
NANA/Colt offers project management, engi-
neering, design, construction management,
and procurement services to the oil industry..

Tubular Solutions Alaska, LLC 
310 K Street, Suite 402
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: John Harris, general manager
Phone: (907) 770-8700
Fax: (907) 222-1203
Email: tsaoctgsales@tsalaska.com
TSA is a fully integrated supply chain service
company providing forecasting, procurement
and coordination services aimed at reducing
total cost of ownership for OCTG product.

Production Equipment

Oilfield Improvements
1902 North Yellowood Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74145

Contact: Hughes Coston SR
Phone: (918) 250-5584
Phone: (800) 537-9327
Fax: (918) 250-4666
Email: info@rodguides.com
Website: www.rodguides.com
Sucker rod guides – The Ultra Flow field
installed guide, The Wheeled Rod Guide

Real Estate

Alaska Railroad Corp.
P.O. Box 107500
Anchorage, AK 99510
Contact: Amber Dyson, Marketing and
Logistics Technician
Phone: (907) 265-2485
Fax: (907) 265-2597
Email: dysona@akrr.com
The Alaska Railroad Corporation offers real
estate, passenger and freight services –
including complete services to move your
freight between Alaska, the Lower 48 and
Canada.

Bond, Stephens & Johnson
3201 C Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Lottie Michael, 
CCIM/ Michael James
Phone: (907) 786-7308/7323
Fax: (907) 786-7370/7333
Email:  lottiemichael@gci.net
Email:  jmjames@acsalaska.net
Lottie Michael, CCIM and Michael James spe-
cialize in all facets of Commercial Real Estate.
Buy, sell or lease of Industrial Land, ware-
house, Office and Retail properties.

Coldwell Bankers
2525 C Street, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Heath Forbes
Phone: (907) 562-7653
Email: heathforbes@youralaskaagent.com
Contact:  Jamie Forbes
Phone:  (907) 952-5378
www.YourAlaskaAgent.com

Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage
Deadhorse Airport
Deadhorse, AK 99734
Contact: J. Harper Gaston, president
P.O. Box 670
Greenville, GA 30222
Phone: (706) 672-0999
Fax: (706) 672-1188
Email: jcrlcr@numail.org
Space designed for oilfield services. Located
one-half mile north of Deadhorse airport.
800 sf.–1,200 sf. individual or combined units.
Rent includes heat, snow removal, mainte-
nance and repairs.

Recycling Waste Management

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mike Kunkel/John Daly gen. mgrs.,
Craig Welch, mgr. special projects 
Phone: (907) 659-3197
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Email: prudhoe1@aol.com
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gasoline in
bulk and small quantity deliveries, electronic

card-lock fleet management, solid waste and
recycling, industrial gases and solid waste.
Tesoro fuel station.

NEI Fluid Technology
3408 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Kathryn Russell, president
Phone: (907) 561-4820
Fax: (907) 562-2316
Email: sales@neifluid.com 
Suppliers of petrochemical refueling and test-
ing equipment, meters and valve systems for
the oil and gas industry and portable mea-
surement for petroleum, chemicals and bulk
liquids. We also supply refrigerant recovery
and recycling equipment.

Pacific Environmental (PENCO)
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick Wilson, PENCO division mgr.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: rick@penco.org
Web site: www.penco.org
PENCO provides environmental response, con-
tainment and clean up. Hazardous wastes
and contaminated site clean up and remedia-
tion. Asbestos and lead abatement.
Petroleum vessel services and bulk fuel oil
facility and storage tank maintenance, man-
agement and operations.

Quadco
6116 Nielson Way
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: David Baggett, VP, Alaska manager
Phone: (907) 563-8999
Fax: (907) 563-8985
Email: dbaggett@quadcoinc.com
Other offices: Farmington NM, Denver CO,
Casper WY
Quadco has supplied services to the Alaska
oilfield since 1976. We have trained personnel
to help with instrumentation, solids control,
pipe handling and Top Drive drilling equip-
ment. 24 hour on call.

Reporting Software

Epoch Well Services
301 East 92nd Avenue
Suite 2
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Jim Carson, AK div. mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-2465
Fax: (907) 561-2474
Email: james.carson@epochwellservices.com
Web site:  www.epochwellservices.com,
www.myWells.com
RIGREPORT provides contractors with an elec-
tronic tour sheet for morning reports and
payroll reporting.

Restaurants

Bombay Deluxe Indian Restaurant
555 W. Northern Lights Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99505
Contact: Sunil Sethi, President
Phone: (907) 277-1200
Fax: (907644-4523
Email: sunil@bombaydeluxe.com
Web site: www.bombaydeluxe.com
Bombay Deluxe (www.bombaydeluxe.com) is
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the only authentic Indian Restaurant in the
State of Alaska.  Tantalize your taste buds
with our Traditional Naan Bread, Tandoori
Chicken and Palak Paneer.  Bombay Deluxe –
the spice of life.  

Hotel Captain Cook
4th & K St.
Anchorage, AK 995
Phone: (907) 276-6000
Website: www.captaincook.com
Alaska’s only member of  Preferred Hotels
and Resorts Worldwide. 547 rooms including
96 suites, three restaurants and a coffee bar.
Located in downtown Anchorage.

Rigging Supplies

Arctic Wire Rope & Supply
6407 Arctic Spur Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Jill Reeves
Phone: (907) 562-0707
Fax: (907) 562-2426
Email: awrs@customcpu.com
Web site: www.arcticwirerope.com
Arctic Wire Rope & Supply is Alaska’s largest
and most complete rigging supply source. We
specialize in custom sling fabrication (wire
rope, web, chain, and polyester round.)

Jackovich Industrial & Construction
Supply
1600 Wells St. 
Fairbanks, AK 99707
Contact: Buz Jackovich
Phone: (907) 456-4414
Fax: (907) 452-4846
Anchorage office
1716 Post Rd.
Phone: (907) 277-1406
Fax: (907) 258-1700
24-hour emergency service. With 30 years of
experience, we’re experts on arctic conditions
and extreme weather.

Right of Way Maintenance

Cruz Construction
HC04 Box 9323
Palmer, AK 99645
Contact: Dave or Dana Cruz
Phone: (907) 746-3144
Fax: (907) 746-5557
Email: cruzco@alaska.net
General contractor specializing in heavy civil
construction, horizontal direction drilling for
utilities. Ice road and ice bridge construction
throughout Alaska in support of resource
development.

Safety Equipment & Supplies

3M Alaska
11151 Calaska Circle
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Paul Sander, manager
Phone: (907) 522-5200
Fax: (907) 522-1645
Email: innovation.3malaska@mmm.com
Web site: www.3m.com
Serving Alaska for over 34 years, 3M Alaska
offers total solutions from the wellhead to the
retail pump with a broad range of products
and services – designed to improve safety, pro-
ductivity and profitability.

Alaska Textiles
620 W. Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Clif Burnette, vice president
Phone: (907) 265-4880
Fax: (907) 265-4850
Email: clif@alaskatextiles.com
Web site: www.alaskatextiles.com
Alaska Textiles Inc. is Alaska’s leader FR
Apparel suppliers to the oil industry.

Arctic Wire Rope & Supply
6407 Arctic Spur Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Jill Reeves
Phone: (907) 562-0707
Fax: (907) 562-2426
Email: awrs@customcpu.com
Web site: www.arcticwirerope.com
Arctic Wire Rope & Supply is Alaska’s largest
and most complete rigging supply source. We
specialize in custom sling fabrication (wire
rope, web, chain, and polyester round.)

Brooks Range Supply
Pouch 340008
1 Old Spine Road
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734

Contact: Craig Welch, Mike Kunkel
Phone: (907) 659-2550
Toll Free: (866) 659-2550
Fax: (907) 659-2650
E-Mail:  brooks@astacalaska.com
Your source on the Slope for safety supplies,
welding supplies, automotive and truck parts,
hardware, tools, steel, building materials, glass,
propane, hydraulic hoses and fittings, paint
and chemicals. Napa and True Value Hardware
distribution. Own Prudhoe Bay General Store
that carries various sundries and is home to
the Prudhoe Bay Post Office.

Jackovich Industrial & Construction
Supply
1600 Wells St. 
Fairbanks, AK 99707
Contact: Buz Jackovich
Phone: (907) 456-4414
Fax: (907) 452-4846
Anchorage office
1716 Post Rd.
Phone: (907) 277-1406
Fax: (907) 258-1700
24-hour emergency service. With 30 years of
experience, we’re experts on arctic conditions
and extreme weather.

Ten years ago in Alaska & northern
Canada’s oil patch…..

This section consists of partial reprints from Petroleum News Alaska
(predecessor to Petroleum News).

New oil to the west

What is bigger than Northstar, smaller
than Point McIntyre,and will add 60,000
barrels of oil a day to North Slope produc-
tion?

Colville Delta partners ARCO Alaska Inc.
(56 percent),Anadarko Petroleum Co. (22
percent) and Union Texas Petroleum Corp.
(22 percent) were delighted to talk about
the answer — their Alpine development
west of Kuparuk — to equally delighted
ARCO Alaska employees and guests from
Arctic Slope Regional Corp.,Kuukpik Corp.
and Nuiqsut on Oct.2, the day after state oil and gas lease sale 86A (Colville Delta
exempt) in which the bidding group of ARCO,Anadarko and Union Texas added five
tracts to the Colville Delta area they have been exploring since 1992.

ARCO Alaska President Ken Thompson said the exploration phase at Alpine is com-
plete,and the project has been turned over from exploration to development.The dis-
covery well for Alpine was drilled in 1994,he said,and the 10-mile long,40,000-acre
field was delineated over two years with six wells, four sidetracks and 120 square
miles of 3-D seismic.

Thompson said recoverable reserves of oil are n the 250-300 million barrel range
and oil in place in the 800 million to 1 billion barrel range,and said after the presenta-
tion that lower permeability and the lack of a gas cap make projected recovery rates
lower at Alpine than at Prudhoe Bay.

“However, ”Thompson said,“we will work hard over the next few years to see if
we can further improve the recovery….”

—Petroleum News Sept. 23-Oct. 20, 1996

‘V’ for victory? Michael Richter heads up ARCO
Alaska’s aggressive exploration program
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Korbana Protective Apparel
620 W. Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Clif Burnette, vice president
Phone: (907) 265-4880
Fax: (907) 265-4850
Email: clif@alaskatextiles.com
Alaska Textiles Inc. is Alaska’s leader in FR
Apparel supplied to the oil industry.

Pipe Wranglers Canada (2004) Inc.
5400 39139 Highway 2A
Red Deer, AB Canada  T4S-2B3
Contact: Vince Morelli, executive vp
Phone: (403) 342-4441
Fax: (403) 342-6613
Email: vince@pipewranglers.com 
Web site www.pipewranglers.com
PWCI is a manufacturing & service company of
pipe handling equipment.  We are manufac-
turers of hydraulic catwalks for service rigs and
drilling rigs onshore and offshore.

Unitech
2130 E. Dimond Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Debbie Hawley
Phone: (907) 349-5142
Phone: (800) 649-5859
Fax: (907) 349-2733
Email: unitech@alaska.com
Email: dhawley@unitechofalaska.com
UOA is Alaska’s only 24-hour oil spill remedia-
tion, environmental and industrial supply com-
pany. Specialty areas include sorbents, geotex-
tile, containment berms, drums and ice melt.

Security

Kuukpik Arctic Catering
5761 Silverado Way, Ste P
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Rick MacMillan
Phone: (907) 562-5588
Fax: (907) 562-5898
Email: rickkac@aol.com

Seismic & Geophysical

Hunter 3-D
6001 Savoy, Ste. 110
Houston, TX 77036
Contact: Dan Huston, vice president
Phone: (713) 981-4650
Fax: (713) 981-4650
Email: hunter3d@wt.net
Web site: www.hunter3dinc.com
Hunter 3-D is a geophysical consulting compa-
ny based in Houston, Texas. We interpret seis-
mic, gravity and magnetic data for projects in
Alaska and worldwide.

Kuukpik/Veritas
2000 E. 88th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Jeff Hastings
Phone: (907) 276-6037
Fax: (907) 279-5740
Email: Jeff_Hastings@VeritasDGC.com

PGS Onshore
341 W. Tudor Rd., Ste. 206
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Larry Watt, Alaska area mgr. 
Phone: (907) 569-4049
Fax: (907) 569-4047

Email: larry.watt@pgsonshore.com
Houston Office
738 Hwy 6 South, Ste 900
Houston, TX 77079
Contact: Gehrig Schultz
Phone: (281) 589-6732
Fax: (281) 589-6685
Email: gehrig.schultz@pgsonshore.com
Geophysical acquisition and processing for the
petroleum industry. PGS Onshore provides fully
rubber tracked Arctic geophysical crews to
acquire the highest density data with the soft-
est environmental footprint on the North
Slope.

WesternGeco
10001 Richmond Ave. 
Houston, TX 77042
Phone: (713) 689-2567
Fax: (713) 689-5432
Email: cchodaniecky@westerngeco.com
WesternGeco is the world’s leading seismic ser-
vices company, assisting the E&P industry in
exploration and reservoir imaging, monitoring,
and development.  Revolutionary Q-
Technology provides unmatched reservoir
imaging and monitoring capabilities.

Shops/Storage Space

Bond, Stephens & Johnson
3201 C Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Lottie Michael, CCIM/ Michael James
Phone: (907) 786-7308/7323
Fax: (907) 786-7370/7333
Email:  lottiemichael@gci.net
Email:  jmjames@acsalaska.net
Lottie Michael, CCIM and Michael James spe-
cialize in all facets of Commercial Real Estate.
Buy, sell or lease of Industrial Land, warehouse,
Office and Retail properties.

Prudhoe Bay Shop & Storage
Deadhorse Airport
Deadhorse, AK 99734
Contact: J. Harper Gaston, president
P.O. Box 670
Greenville, GA 30222
Phone: (706) 672-0999
Fax: (706) 672-1188
Email: jcrlcr@numail.org
Space designed for oilfield services. Located
one-half mile north of Deadhorse airport.  800
sf.–1,200 sf. individual or combined units. Rent
includes heat, snow removal, maintenance and
repairs.

Soil Stabilization

Arctic Foundations
5621 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518-1667
Contact: Ed Yarmak
Phone: (907) 562-2741
Fax: (907) 562-0153
Email: info@arcticfoundations.com
Web site: www.arcticfoundations.com
Soil stabilization – frozen barrier and frozen
core dams to control hazardous waste and
water movement. Foundations – maintain per-
mafrost for durable high capacity foundations.

Northland Wood Products
1510 E. 68th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99507

Contact: Kevin Passa, manager
Phone: (907) 563-1610
Fax: (907) 563-1611
Email: northlandwood@acsalaska.net
Web site:  www.northlandwood.com
Other offices:
4000 S. Cushman St.
Fairbanks, AK
Heavy Timbers, Treated Timbers, Railroad Ties

Space Design/Planning

Capital Office Systems
1120 E, 35th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Leslye Langla, managing direct.
Phone: (907) 777-1501
Fax: (907) 777-1515
Email: llangla@capital-office.com
Asset management, systems furniture, project
coordination, space planning, systems
delivery/installation, furniture refurbishing,
and relocation/remodel services. Authorized
Steelcase dealer for Alaska.

Steel Fabrication

Alaska Steel Co.
1200 W. Dowling
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Joe Lombardo, vice president
Phone: (907) 561-1188
Toll free: (800) 770-0969 (AK only)
Fax: (907) 561-2935
Email: j.lombardo@alaskasteel.com 
Fairbanks Office:
2800 South Cushman
Contact: Dan Socha, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 456-2719
Fax: (907) 451-0449
Kenai Office:
205 Trading Bay Rd.
Contact: Will Bolz, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-3880
Fax: (907) 283-3759
Rebar fabrication full service with in house
estimating and detailing.

Holaday – Parks, Inc.
1820 Marika St.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
Contact: Jerry Freel, vp ops. AK
Phone: (907) 452-7151
Fax: (907) 452-3800
Email: jfreel@holaday-parks.alaska.com
Web site: www.holaday-parks.com
Holaday-Parks is a sheet metal fabrication that
involves welding. We also do heating ventila-
tion and air conditioning. 

Northern Transportation Co.
Alaska: 3015 Madison Way
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Laurie Gray, agent
Phone: (907) 279-3131
Cell: (907) 229-0656
Phone: (800) 999-0541
Email: lag@alaska.net
Canada: 42003 McKenzie Hwy.
Hay River, NWT X0E0R9
Contact: John Marshall 
Phone: (867) 874-5167
Cell: (867) 875-7600
Fax: (867) 874-5179
Email: jmarshall@ntcl.com
Contact:  Sunny Munroe
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Phone: (867) 874-5134
Cell: (867) 444-2441; (403) 829-9707
Email: smunroe@ntcl.com
Website: www.ntcl.com
NTCL, Canada’s largest and oldest northern
marine transportation company, ships dry
cargo and fuel to communities and resource
exploration projects along the Mackenzie
River, the Beaufort Sea coast and Alaska’s
North Slope. 

Peak Oilfield Service Co.
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ben Cleveland
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
E-Mail: bencleveland@peakalaska.com
Website: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

STEELFAB
2132 Railroad Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Janet Faulkner, vice president
Phone: (907) 264-2819
Fax: (907) 276-3448
Email: jfaulkner@steelfabak.com
STEELFAB is the largest Alaskan-owned steel
service center in the state. It provides pressure
vessels, modules, special design items and raw
steel products. 

Totem Equipment & Supply
2536 Commercial Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Mike Huston, vp
Phone: (907) 276-2858
Fax: (907) 258-4623
Email: sales@toteminc.com
Web site: www.toteminc.com
Totem Equipment & Supply Inc. locally owned
and operated since 1961. Supplies light, medi-
um and heavy equipment. Specializing in tem-
porary and permanent heating solutions.

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services 
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Welding Services
P.O. Box 7248
Nikiski, AK 99635
Mile 20.5 Kenai Spur Hwy.
North Kenai, AK
Contact: Keith T. Raham
Phone: (907) 776-8279
Fax: (907) 776-8279
Cell Phone: (907) 252-5466
General Contractor #27005. Oilfield and gener-
al welding fabrication and repair services
including aluminum, stainless steel and carbon
steel.

Steel Sales

Alaska Steel Co.
1200 W. Dowling
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Joe Lombardo, vice president
Phone: (907) 561-1188
Toll free: (800) 770-0969 (AK only)
Fax: (907) 561-2935
Email: j.lombardo@alaskasteel.com 
Fairbanks Office:
2800 South Cushman
Contact: Dan Socha, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 456-2719
Fax: (907) 451-0449
Kenai Office:
205 Trading Bay Rd.
Contact: Will Bolz, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 283-3880
Fax: (907) 283-3759
Full-line steel and aluminum distributor.
Complete processing capabilities, statewide
service. Specializing in low temperature steel
and wear plate.

Colville
Pouch 340012
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Contact: Mark Helmericks, president; Rick
Hofreiter
Phone:  (888) 659-3198
Contact: Doug Clinton, vice president
Phone: (907) 224-2533
Fax: (907) 659-3190
Diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, aviation gasoline in
bulk and small quantity deliveries, electronic
card-lock fleet management, solid waste and
recycling, industrial gases and solid waste.
Tesoro fuel station.

STEELFAB
2132 Railroad Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Janet Faulkner, vice president
Phone: (907) 264-2819
Fax: (907) 276-3448
Email: jfaulkner@steelfabak.com
STEELFAB is the largest Alaskan-owned steel
service center in the state. It provides pressure
vessels, modules, special design items and raw
steel products.

Surveying & Mapping

ASTAC/fm, a division of ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Don Nelson
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email: don@astac.net
Provides expertise in implementing GIS tech-
nology whether data conversions or a com-
plete turnkey solution.

Egli Air Haul
P.O. Box 169
King Salmon, AK  99613.
Contact: Sam Egli
Phone: (907) 246-3554
Fax:  (907) 246-3654
Email: egliair@bristolbay.com
Web site: www.egliair.com
Serving Alaska since 1982, we perform a wide
variety of flight operations, including airplane

and helicopter charter, aerial survey, and spe-
cialized operations such as external load work,
powerline maintenance, aerial filming and
videography.

Kuukpik - LCMF
615 E. 82nd Ave., Ste 200
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Steve Chronic, general mgr.
Contact: Richard Rearick, architectural mgr.
Contact: Ken Pinard, survey mgr.
Contact: Wiley Wilhelm, engineering mgr.
Phone: (907) 273-1830
Fax: (907) 273-1831
Email: receptionist@lcmf.com
Other Offices:
Barrow: (907) 852-8212
Email: ktoovak@ukpik.com
Alpine: (907) 670-4739
Email: alp1035@ppco.com
Statewide contractor project design surveys;
remote site land and hydrographic surveys for
government and private; oil and gas develop-
ment surveying, mapping, and permitting.

Lounsbury and Associates
5300 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Ken Ayers
Email: k.ayers@lounsburyinc.com
Contact: Jim Sawhill
Email: j.sawhill@lounsburyinc.com
Phone: (907) 272-5451
Fax: (907) 272-9065
Toll Free: (800) 478-5451
Web site: www.lounsburyinc.com
Specializing in surveying for Alaska oil and gas
exploration, oilfield development and trans-
portation systems, conventional and GPS sur-
veying, and mapping.

Tank Fabrication

Northern Transportation Co.
Alaska: 3015 Madison Way
Anchorage, AK 99508
Contact: Laurie Gray, agent
Phone: (907) 279-3131
Cell: (907) 229-0656
Phone: (800) 999-0541
Email: lag@alaska.net
Canada: 42003 McKenzie Hwy.
Hay River, NWT X0E0R9
Contact: John Marshall 
Phone: (867) 874-5167
Cell: (867) 874-1003
Fax: (867) 874-5179
Email: jmarshall@ntcl.com
Web site: www.ntcl.com 
NTCL, Canada’s largest and oldest northern
marine transportation company, ships dry
cargo and fuel to communities and camps
along the Mackenzie River, the Beaufort Sea
coast and Alaska’s North Slope.

Telephone Equipment & Sales

ASTAC
4300 B St., Ste. 501
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: David Fauske
Phone: (907) 563-3989
Phone: 1-800-478-6409
Fax: (907) 563-1932
Email:  david@astac.net
The North Slope’s leader in providing local and
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long distance service, Internet, wireless and
data services, including transparent LAN.  We
also have 700 MHz licensed spectrum available
for nomadic data applications and coverage
off the wired network.

North Slope Telecom
2020 E. Dowling, Ste. 3
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: Bill Laxson, president
Phone: (907) 562-4693
Fax: (907) 562-0818
Email: info@nstiak.com
Web site: www.nstiak.com
Design, installation and maintenance of tele-
phone, cable plant, fiber optics, data network,
VOIP, paging and cellular systems. Twenty
years of arctic experience. 

Temporary Placement Services

Chiulista Camp Services/Mayflower
Catering
6613 Brayton Dr., Ste. C
Anchorage, AK 99507
Contact: George B. Gardner, pres/gm
Phone: (907) 278-2208
Fax: (907) 677-7261
Email: ggardner@calistacorp.com
The 100 percent Alaska Native owned and
operated catering company on the North
Slope, catering and housekeeping to your
tastes, not ours.

NMS Employee Leasing
4041 B Street
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Cathy Scanlon
Phone: (907) 273-2430
Fax: (907) 273-2490
Email: cathy.scanlon@nana.com
Web site: www.nmsemployeeleasing.com
Provides professional, technical, and traditional
resources for full time, part time, long term or
temporary employees.  Complete reference
check, 10-year criminal background check, 5
panel drug screen and evaluation for every
employee.  Quality assessment and computer
based testing.

Northwest Technical Services
4401 Business Park Blvd., 
Building N, Suite 26
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Judy Peterson, Office Administrator
Phone: (907) 562-1633
Fax: (907) 562-5875
Email: jpeterson@pdstech.com
Web site: www.pdstech.com
Connecting the Right People to the Right Jobs
™ – temporary, contract and staff personnel.

Tire Sales & Service

TDS
Tire Distribution Systems
1150 E. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Mike Weitz, mgr.
Phone: (907) 562-2010
Fax: (907) 563-7097
Email: 943@tdstires.com
Other Office:
3601 S. Cushman
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Sales and service of passenger, truck, or tires

and retreading of tires.

Training

Northwest Technical Services
4401 Business Park Blvd., 
Building N, Suite 26
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Judy Peterson, Office Administrator
Phone: (907) 562-1633
Fax: (907) 562-5875
Email: jpeterson@pdstech.com
Web site: www.pdstech.com
Computer software training on state-of-the-art
programs and employability coaching.

University of Alaska
UAA Engineering, Science & Project
Management (ESPM) 
Graduate Programs
University Center, 104
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Dr. Jang Ra
Phone: (907) 786-1862
Email: afjwr@uaa.alaska.edu
Web site: www.uaa.alaska.edu/espm
Nation’s most respected program, training pro-
fessionals to plan execute and lead projects in
all areas of business industry and government.
Learn more at  www.uaa.alaska.edu/espm.

Underwater  NDT & Photography

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, v.p.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amarinecorp.com
American Marine Corporation specializes in
marine construction, commercial diving,
pipeline and platform inspection, repair and
maintenance, underwater welding, dredging,
vessel support, crew boat services and vessel
inspection and repairs.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned diving con-
tractor specializing in sub-sea oilfield work on
mooring systems, pipelines, platforms and
docks in Cook Inlet, on the North Slope and in
Valdez.

Underwater Welding

American Marine Corp.
6000 A St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Tom Ulrich, v.p.
Phone: (907) 562-5420
Fax: (907) 562-5426
Email: alaska@amsghq.com
Web site: www.amarinecorp.com
American Marine Corporation specializes in
marine construction, commercial diving,

pipeline and platform inspection, repair and
maintenance, underwater welding, dredging,
vessel support, crew boat services and vessel
inspection and repairs.

Offshore Divers
5400 Eielson St.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact:  Don Ingraham, owner/mgr.
Contact: Leif Simcox, owner/oper. mgr.
Phone: (907) 563-9060
Fax: (907) 563-9061
Email: don@offshoredivers.com
Web site: http//www.offshoredivers.com
Offshore Divers is an Alaska owned diving con-
tractor specializing in sub-sea oilfield work on
mooring systems, pipelines, platforms and
docks in Cook Inlet, on the North Slope and in
Valdez.

Vehicle Repair

Kenworth Alaska
2838 Porcupine Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Jim Scherieble, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 279-0602
Phone: (800) 478-0602
Fax: (907) 258-6639
Email: parts@kenworthalaska.com
Email: sales@kenworthalaska.com
Web site: www.kenworthalaska.com
Fairbanks office:
3730 Braddock St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Tom Clements, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 455-9900
Fax: (907) 479-8295
Kenworth Alaska is a full service truck dealer-
ship in two locations – Anchorage and
Fairbanks. New and used truck sales, parts and
service.

Seekins Ford Lincoln Mercury
1625 Old Steese Hwy.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Steven Angel, fleet sales mgr.
Phone: (907) 459-4044
Fax: (907) 450-4007
Email: fleetsales@seekins.com
Web site: www.seekins.com
Ford Lincoln Mercury dealer located in
Fairbanks Alaska providing solutions to your
transportation needs. Parts and service support
in Fairbanks and Prudhoe Bay.

Vehicle Sales/Rental

Kenworth Alaska
2838 Porcupine Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Jim Scherieble, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 279-0602
Phone: (800) 478-0602
Fax: (907) 258-6639
Email: parts@kenworthalaska.com
Email: sales@kenworthalaska.com
Web site: www.kenworthalaska.com
Fairbanks office:
3730 Braddock St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Tom Clements, branch mgr.
Phone: (907) 455-9900
Fax: (907) 479-8295
Kenworth Alaska is a full service truck dealer-
ship in two locations – Anchorage and



Fairbanks. New and used truck sales, parts and
service.

Seekins Ford Lincoln Mercury
1625 Old Steese Hwy.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Contact: Steven Angel, fleet sales mgr.
Phone: (907) 459-4044
Fax: (907) 450-4007
Email: fleetsales@seekins.com
Web site: www.seekins.com
Ford Lincoln Mercury dealer located in
Fairbanks Alaska providing solutions to your
transportation needs. Parts and service support
in Fairbanks and Prudhoe Bay.

Welding

3M Alaska
11151 Calaska Circle
Anchorage, AK 99515
Contact: Paul Sander, manager
Phone: (907) 522-5200
Fax: (907) 522-1645
Email: innovation.3malaska@mmm.com
Web site: www.3m.com
Serving Alaska for over 34 years, 3M Alaska
offers total solutions from the wellhead to the
retail pump with a broad range of products
and services – designed to improve safety, pro-
ductivity and profitability.

Holaday – Parks, Inc.
1820 Marika St.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
Contact: Jerry Freel, vp ops. AK
Phone: (907) 452-7151
Fax: (907) 452-3800
Email: jfreel@holaday-parks.alaska.com
Web site: www.holaday-parks.com
Holaday-Parks is a sheet metal fabrication that
involves welding. We also do heating ventila-
tion and air conditioning.

Korbana Protective Apparel
620 W. Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Clif Burnette, vice president
Phone: (907) 265-4880
Fax: (907) 265-4850
Email: clif@alaskatextiles.com
Web site: www.alaskatextiles.com
Alaska Textiles Inc. is Alaska’s leading supplier
in FR Welding Apparel.

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services
Anchorage office:
184 E. 53rd Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 344-1577
Fax: (907) 522-2541
Nikiski office:
P.O. Box 8349
Nikiski, AK 99635
Phone: (907) 776-5185
Fax: (907) 776-8105
Prudhoe office:
Pouch 340103
Prudhoe Bay, AK 99734
Phone: (907) 659-8093
Fax: (907) 659-8489
Serving Alaska for more than 25 years.

Welding Services
P.O. Box 7248
Nikiski, AK 99635
Mile 20.5 Kenai Spur Hwy.

North Kenai, AK
Contact: Keith T. Raham
Phone: (907) 776-8279
Fax: (907) 776-8279
Cell Phone: (907) 252-5466
General Contractor #27005. Oilfield and gener-
al welding fabrication and repair services
including aluminum, stainless steel and carbon
steel.

Weld Repairs/Manufacturing

Holaday – Parks, Inc.
1820 Marika St.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
Contact: Jerry Freel, vp ops. AK
Phone: (907) 452-7151
Fax: (907) 452-3800
Email: jfreel@holaday-parks.alaska.com
Web site: www.holaday-parks.com
Holaday-Parks is a sheet metal fabrication that
involves welding. We also do heating ventila-
tion and air conditioning. 

Natco Group
P.O. Box 850, Stn. T
Calgary, Alberta T2H2H3
Contact: Kevin Baird, bus. dev. mgr.
Phone: (403) 203-2103
Fax: (403) 236-0488
E-mail: kbaird@natco-ca.com
Website: www.natcogroup.com
Natco Group engineers, designs and manufac-
tures process, wellhead and water treatment
equipment and systems used in the production
of oil and gas worldwide.

Peak Oilfield Service Co.
2525 C St., Ste. 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: Ben Cleveland
Phone: (907) 263-7000
Fax: (907) 263-7070
E-Mail: bencleveland@peakalaska.com
Website: www.peakalaska.com
Alaska based general contractors.

Pipe Wranglers Canada (2004) Inc.
5400 39139 Highway 2A
Red Deer, AB Canada  T4S-2B3
Contact: Vince Morelli, executive vp
Phone: (403) 342-4441
Fax: (403) 342-6613
Email: vince@pipewranglers.com 
Web site www.pipewranglers.com
PWCI is a manufacturing & service company of
pipe handling equipment.  We are manufac-
turers of hydraulic catwalks for service rigs and
drilling rigs onshore and offshore.

STEELFAB
2132 Railroad Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501
Contact: Janet Faulkner, vice president
Phone: (907) 264-2819
Fax: (907) 276-3448
Email: jfaulkner@steelfabak.com
STEELFAB is the largest Alaskan-owned steel
service center in the state. It provides pressure
vessels, modules, special design items and raw
steel products.

Unique Machine
a subsidiary of Sumitomo Corp.
5839 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Pat Hanley, gen. mgr.

Phone: (907) 563-3012
Fax: (907) 562-1376
Email: pat.hanley@umalaska.com
Web site: www.uniquemachineinc.com
The design, development, manufacture and
distribution of oilfield construction, mining,
fishing and government parts to industry qual-
ity standards.

Welding Services
P.O. Box 7248
Nikiski, AK 99635
Mile 20.5 Kenai Spur Hwy.
North Kenai, AK
Contact: Keith T. Raham
Phone: (907) 776-8279
Fax: (907) 776-8279
Cell Phone: (907) 252-5466
General Contractor #27005. Oilfield and gener-
al welding fabrication and repair services
including aluminum, stainless steel and carbon
steel.

Wire Rope

Arctic Wire Rope & Supply
6407 Arctic Spur Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99518
Contact: Jill Reeves 
Phone: (907) 562-0707
Fax: (907) 562-2426
Email: awrs@customcpu.com
Web site: www.arcticwirerope.com
Arctic Wire Rope & Supply is Alaska’s largest
and most complete rigging supply source. We
specialize in custom sling fabrication (wire
rope, web, chain, and polyester round.)

OIL      
COMPANIES

Operators

ConocoPhillips Alaska
700 G St. • P.O. Box 100360
Anchorage, AK 99510-0360
Contact: Jim Bowles, president & CEO
Phone: (907) 265-6134 • Fax: (907) 265-1502

Marathon Oil
3201 C St., Ste 800 • Anchorage, AK 99503
Contact: John A. Barnes, regional mgr.
Phone: (907) 561-5311 • Fax: (907) 564-6489
Web site: www.marathon.com

XTO Energy
810 Houston St. • Fort Worth, TX 76102
Contact: Vaughn O. Vennerberg, II
Phone: (817 870-2800 • Fax: (817) 870-0379
Other Office:
52260 Shell Rd. • Kenai, AK 99611
Contact: Scott Griffith, production superinten-
dent
XTO Energy, established in 1986, is engaged
in the acquisition and development of quali-
ty, long-lived producing oil and gas properties
and exploration for oil and gas.
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XTA units may be remote dream come true
Canadian firm offers versatile, programmable alarm monitoring and control products

to operators of field installations in Alaska 

By ROSE RAGSDALE
For Petroleum Directory

What if you could keep an eye on that
remote oil well, pumping station or
water treatment plant while attending to
other business hundreds of miles away?
What if you could monitor the critical
workings of your remote installation dur-
ing total darkness or in a blinding snow-
storm or when temperatures plunge to
minus 40 degrees Celsius? And what if
you could do all this without breaking
the bank?

You can, says RF Works, a marketing,
sales and product management company
based in Seba Beach,Alberta.

Thanks to a versatile line of wireless
communications products manufactured
since 1989 by Canada’s Xtel International
Ltd. of Edmonton,Alberta, you can keep
tabs on virtually any kind of remote oper-
ation from the comfort of your vehicle or
office, according to RF Works.

“Xtel’s equipment works in wide tem-
perature extremes with low power con-
sumption,” says General Manager Blaird
Foxton.“We have units in northern
Alberta and in Saudi Arabia.You can put
our products in a cabinet with a cell
phone, satellite phone or two-way radio
in the middle of Alaska with a solar panel
on it and walk away from it.”

So what can Xtel’s XTA products do?
Plenty.

For example, an XTelAlert unit can
help reduce or eliminate losses from
environmental damage, equipment failure
and lost production at remote or unat-
tended facilities by providing reliable
advanced warning, remote control and
diagnostic trend information.

Units have many uses
The XTA product line monitors and

controls petroleum processing plants,
waste treatment plants, lift stations, radio
transmission sites, electrical sub-stations,
irrigation systems, air navigation landing
systems, tank farms, rail transportation,
telecommunication facilities, fire and
security, electric drive monitoring and
control — providing a smart and easy-to-
use communication interface for VSDs at
well sites, monitoring and control for
non-powered sites.

“One client uses it for environmental
monitoring,” Foxton says.

XTAs can monitor remote generators
and telephone the operator when a gen-
erator runs low on fuel or if noises made
by the generator change.

“XTA units are capable of turning
equipment off and on and phoning peo-
ple with alerts if monitored levels get to
high,” Foxton says.“And they can put data
on a Web site for remote monitoring.”

The basic XTA unit sells for C$1,995,
and comes with a two-year warranty.

Foxton says the newest version of the
XTA unit will work on digital cell phone
systems and can be expanded to 16 bina-
ry and 12 analog inputs and five control
outputs. It also has serial ports, internal
modems and user definable voice labels.

“XTAs can communicate in master

and slave mode over two-way radio sys-
tems.You can take remote (slave) units
and bring their alarms back to wireless
master units,” Foxton says.“XTAs can talk
ModBus, DF-1 and DGH and we’re willing
to incorporate other protocols for com-
munications to VSDs, PLCs and other seri-
al devices.”

Good fit for Alaska
Foxton says Xtel’s XTA products are a

good fit for Alaska businesses and institu-
tions that need to operate remote instal-
lations.

“We’ve kept it simple and easy to use
for the operator,” he says.

As a result, RF Works has built a loyal
following for XTA products.

“We’ve got guys who insist on our
product, even when they change compa-
nies because it works for them,” Foxton
says.

One reason: RF Works offers technical
support 24/7.

Another reason: XTA units have
demonstrated high reliability, according
to Foxton 

“I’ve got units out there that haven’t
needed service in 10 years,” Foxton says.

RF Works is looking for dealers in
Alaska, adds Foxton.

Thanks to a versatile line of wireless
communications products

manufactured since 1989 by Canada’s
Xtel International Ltd. of Edmonton,

Alberta, you can keep tabs on virtually
any kind of remote operation from the

comfort of your vehicle or office,
according to RF Works.
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Ivory set free at Prudhoe Bay
After a six-month stay in Sitka,Alaska,

and 1,500 miles of jet travel in a dog ken-
nel,“Ivory,”a two-year old Snowy owl, was
released at Prudhoe Bay in late June by the
Alaska Raptor Center.

Approximately 75 well-wishers were
present to cheer her release, including
Colville Inc. President Mark Helmericks
who opened the cage door.

Ivory, a wild owl that was rescued in
December, was released on a pingo over-
looking the Saganavirktok (Sag) River.
According to Colville News, the site, which
was chosen by Helmericks and Colville
summer hires Jordan Davis and Rick
Oldson, was covered with wild flowers
and “brimming with ground squirrels.”

Ivory’s care and release festivities,
which included White Owl cigars, music,
ice cream, and three cakes with owl
motifs, were underwritten by
ConocoPhillips,Alaska Airlines, Ice
Services, Brooks Range Supply, Colville and
Prudhoe Bay General Store.

The cakes with owl motifs were con-
cocted for the occasion by
master baker Raven
Mosher of Colville, includ-
ing one that said “Free
Ivory.”

Kathy Adkins, Marie
Draper and photographer
Kelly Champ of Brooks
Range Supply made the
special “Project Hooter”
labels for each cigar.

Capping off the event
was a live acoustic guitar
serenade by “Tony D”
Martin of Brooks Range
Supply, performing “Free
Bird,” the classic Lynard Skynrd tune as
Ivory flew by the cheering crowd.
According to “Only the caribou grazing on
the other side of the Sag River seemed
unimpressed by the event. But they’ve
seen strange things done in the midnight
sun before,” said Deb Bernard from the
Prudhoe Bay General Store.

“The clear Arctic evening was a perfect
setting for this bird to return to its summer
habitat,” said Rollo Pool,ARC’s executive
director who traveled to Prudhoe Bay with
ARC veterinarian Dr.Vicky Vosberg.

Ivory found near Sitka
Snowy owls are normally found in tun-

dra regions of Alaska in the summer.When

Ivory was spotted near the Sitka airport in
December, she was weak and apparently
unable to continue the winter migration.
Dr.Vosberg and a team from ARC captured

the animal and took it to
the rehabilitation facility.

After determining that
the owl was starving but
uninjured,ARC kept her in
its Sitka rehabilitation facili-
ty for the rest of the winter
where she was fed a steady
supply of frozen rats and
exercised in a large aerobic
training tube.

Despite the five-star
treatment, it was clear Ivory
was ready to hunt for live
prey.ARC purposefully
scheduled her release in the

Arctic near summer solstice when prey,
like lemmings, would be abundant.

In preparation for her release, and prior
to the jet trip to the North Slope, the bird
was given a clinic check-up and its talons
and beak sharpened,Vosberg said

The Colville News described the
moment of Ivory’s release as follows:“A
hush fell over the crowd as Mark quietly
propped open the wire door, steadying the
cage in anticipation. Ivory didn’t appear.
After a pause, Dr.Vosberg crept forward on
her knees and peered around the edge of
the cage, then sat back.A moment later,
Ivory shot out like a silver bullet.

“Ivory launched in full control, into the
perfect headwind into which Mark, one

pilot to another, had faced Ivory’s cage for
quick departure lift. Soaring back over his
audience, Ivory chose to return to the mid-
dle of Deadhorse, settling on a nearby tun-
dra ridge overlooking a lagoon.”

“With the benefit of 24-hour daylight,
the big white owl could be seen well into
the night perching on high ground over-
looking a freshwater lagoon, preening and
starting to hunt,”Pool said.

Vosberg observed the owl chasing a
songbird within an hour of its release.
Reports of Ivory sightings continued into
the next day.

First owl release 
in Deadhorse service area

Ivory was the first Snowy owl captured
and released by the raptor center whose
main focus is treating injured Bald eagles
and other birds of prey.

It was also the first time an owl was
released in the Deadhorse service area of
Prudhoe Bay. Hunting and firearms are
banned across the oil field, creating a virtu-
al safe haven for wildlife. In addition, the
banks of the Sag River offered the bird
prime and undisputed territory to claim

Onlookers said Ivory looked completely
at ease on her choice of perch.

Note:The Colville News gave special
thanks to all the photographers at the
event, especially Rhonda Kutzner of
Colville and Flossie Lampe Swanson.

—Special to the Petroleum Directory
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PDC Harris excels in Alaska energy
and power generation projects

PDC Harris applies strong project management systems to execute on-schedule, under-budget
projects for its Alaska clients

Q.Where is your company
located? More than one loca-
tion?

A. In Alaska we have offices
in Anchorage and Fairbanks. In
the Lower 48 we have eleven
offices in nine states.An interna-
tional office is in St. Petersburg,
Russia.

Q.What year was the com-
pany founded and what was
its original name? 

A.The Alaska business was
established in 1996-97, and for-
malized as an Alaska corporation
in 2002.The parent companies
(PDC Inc. and Harris Group
Inc.) were each founded
approximately 30 years ago.

Harris Group Inc was formed
in Seattle by Robert Harris in
1975, to serve the pulp and
paper business sector. Energy-
related projects were first exe-
cuted in the early 1980s, includ-
ing production and processing
facilities in Alaska for Shell,
ARCO Alaska, PetroStar and
MAPCO.

PDC evolved through the
merging of Alaska engineering
companies to provide more ser-
vice areas to our clients and a
cohesive team. Predecessor
firms were established during
the mid-1970s and 1980s.The most recent
consolidation took place in 1998 through
the merging of FPE Roen Engineers with
Loftus Engineering Associates.

Q.Who heads up your company and
who is on its senior management team?

A. PDC Harris Group’s Alaska operation
in Anchorage is managed by Michael
Moora. Jointly the parent companies par-
ticipate in the executive management
committee. Currently Bill Ward, Harris
Group’s VP of business development for

oil and gas projects, and
Steve Theno, president of
PDC Inc., serve in this role.

Q.What is the compa-
ny’s primary business sec-
tor? What services does
the company offer?

A. Providing full-service
engineering services to
energy clients in cold
regions, we are a joint ven-
ture between two estab-

lished firms — PDC Inc. and
Harris Group Inc. — each with
over 30 years of experience.

Our clients include upstream
and midstream oil and gas pro-
ducers, processors and refiners;
utilities, independent power
producers and rural electric
associations. In general terms
our services include: gathering
and process systems, processing
and distribution, module design,
power generation, owner’s engi-
neering, infrastructure and facili-
ties, and environmental services.

Q.Who are the company’s
main clients?

A. BP Exploration (Alaska),
Chugach Electric Association,
Forest Oil, Flint Hills Resources,
Golden Valley Electric
Association, Municipality of
Anchorage — ML&P, UNOCAL
(Chevron), US Army Corps of
Engineers, Usibelli Coal/Aurora
Energy, and Winstar/Ultrastar.

Q.How many employees
does your company have? How
many in each of its locations?

A. Like many energy related busi-
nesses, our staff levels are increasing.
Presently we have approximately 80
employees in Alaska, and 350 Outside.

Q.Does your company have sub-
sidiaries? If so, what services do they
provide?

A. Our parent company Harris
Group has five business sectors which
are the focus of distinct business units.

Michael Moora, Alaska
managing director,
provided information
for this profile

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y

 P
D

C
 H

A
R

R
IS

By Paula Easley



Page 46 PETROLEUM DIRECTORY • 3rd QUARTER 2006

They are: Energy, biorefining, forest indus-
tries, industrial manufacturing, and micro-
electronics.

Harris Group also operates a sixth busi-
ness unit providing specialty services,
addressing customers’ management con-
cerns.The goal is to contribute strategic
input to improve technologies and other
operational concerns. Here’s a short list of
Harris Group’s specialty services:

Financial consulting — working with
lenders and developers;

Process development — biomass,
ethanol, fuel cells;

Pharmaceuticals and biotechnology —
process development;

Architectural programming, preliminary
engineering, and detailed design;

Systems integration — control systems
and instrumentation.

PDC has tailored its internal organiza-
tion to directly address the specific
requirements of a client’s business.As a
result we offer services through in-house
teams who specialize in specific indus-
tries.This organizational plan means more
efficient service delivered by people who
know and understand our clients’ indus-
tries.

PDC design teams work in transporta-
tion (highways, streets, and trails); aviation
(airport planning and design); fuels
(pipelines, storage, and aircraft hydrant sys-
tems); and industrial (permitting, power
generation & distribution, and industrial
facilities).

Q. Is PDC expanding any of its opera-
tions and/or locations? 

A.As noted, our business in the energy
business sector (oil and gas production,
processing and transportation) is undergo-
ing a strong increase in project backlog.
We are aggressively recruiting engineers
and designers in nearly all the various dis-
ciplines to staff new projects.To address
growth in the Rocky Mountain energy sec-
tor we have opened a project office in
Grand Junction, Colo.

Q.What is your company’s main
strength, i.e., its edge over the competi-
tion?

A. Our primary strength is our project
management strength and flexibility.We
listen to our customers and tailor a project
execution plan to their needs. Our man-
agers customize the project deliverables
and level of design detail for each individ-
ual project, and minimize reliance upon

“doing it the same as last time.”

Q.What new markets, clients and/or
projects did your company attract in the
last year?

A. PDC Harris Group is currently assist-
ing BP at Milne Point with engineering
and procurement services for replacement
of an aging electric generator.The chal-
lenge involves scheduling the procure-
ment and delivery of a custom-built
replacement to coincide with planned
TAPS maintenance next year. Fitting the
slightly larger generator within the con-
straints of an ultra compact module is also
daunting.

Q.Has the company invested in any
new technology in the last two years?

A.The engineering-design business, like
other high tech sectors, is constantly chal-
lenged to stay current with more powerful
and efficient computer software. Software
continues to evolve for producing design
drawings, predicting process plant perfor-
mance or for rigorous detailed design
functions. Our company must carefully
choose where to expend limited budgets
for 3D design, intelligent flowsheeting
tools, integrated multi-discipline design
packages and other technological innova-
tions.We are constantly evaluating the
need to invest in newer systems, in order
to stay competitive and enhance produc-
tivity.

Q.What is the most challenging job
PDC has undertaken?

A. Our firm, like our competition, strug-
gles with several aspects of executing
complex engineer-procure-construct
(EPC) projects where our customer is gen-
erally a construction contractor, and not
the ultimate owner of the facility being
designed.To limit our financial risk, deliver
a quality design package, and yet constrain
our costs to remain competitive, takes
some fine balancing. Fortunately in today’s
booming energy market, demand has out-
stripped the capacity engineering-con-
struction firms, resulting in negotiated pro-
ject awards, rather than competitively bid
EPC work.

Q.What are the biggest obstacles to
completing work the company under-
takes? 

A.Today’s major obstacle is recruitment
of talented and experienced designers and
engineers.There is a severe shortage of
personnel in all the engineering-design dis-
ciplines, forcing us to be creative, increase
our networking and of course, raise
salaries.

Q.What do you see as future trends or
opportunities for your company from
events such as long-term weather fluctua-
tions, resource development, etc.?

A. Our outlook hinges on the financial
health of our customers. No one can pre-
dict how long energy prices will remain at
their present levels, but as long as they do,
engineering-design services remain in a
growth mode.A turndown is inevitable,
but I’ve no way of knowing when such a
trend will happen.There are few more
cyclical businesses than this one.

Q.What is the most humorous story
from your company’s years in the busi-
ness in Alaska?

A.We’re not going there…!

Q.Are you hiring for any positions?

A.We are currently recruiting for a mid-
level process design engineer in
Anchorage. Information on employment is
on our Web sites.

Q.Does your company or its partners
or subsidiaries maintain Web sites?

A.Yes. www.pdcharrisgroup.com/,
www.harrisgroup.com, www.pdceng.com.

The engineering-design business, like
other high tech sectors, is constantly
challenged to stay current with more

powerful and efficient computer
software. Software continues to evolve

for producing design drawings,
predicting process plant performance

or for rigorous detailed design
functions.Our company must carefully

choose where to expend limited
budgets for 3D design, intelligent

flowsheeting tools, integrated multi-
discipline design packages and other

technological innovations.We are
constantly evaluating the need to

invest in newer systems, in order to
stay competitive and enhance

productivity.
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COMPANYNEWS in brief

Arctic Controls hires Connally
Anchorage-based Arctic Controls Inc.

has hired Peggy Connally as its new
administrative assistant.

Connally comes from Crosby,Texas
and has “excellent skills in computer net-
working and administrative skills,”Arctic
Controls President Scott A. Stewart said.

“I have done research for many years
for the place I would like to call home
and raise my children.When I researched
Alaska I knew it was going to be here. I
moved to Alaska in October 2005.This is
a beautiful state and many people here
have been a great influence to me. I feel
comfortable that this move was a won-
derful choice,” Connally said.

Arctic Controls is an Alaskan-owned
and operated firm. Since 1985 the com-
pany has been a manufacturers’ represen-
tative in the process and control instru-
mentation field. Its principal customers
are in the petroleum, mining and munici-
pal markets.

CFMA Alaska chapter 
wins national awards

The Alaska chapter of the
Construction Financial Management
Association has received the association’s
Chairman’s Excellence and the New
Chapter of the Year Awards.According to
a CFMA press release, the association is
the only non-profit professional associa-
tion dedicated to serving the construc-
tion industry, with a general membership
open to financial employees of general
contractors, subcontractors, developers
and special trades.

The Alaska CFMA chapter, known as
the Last Frontier Chapter, consists of a
group of Alaska-based construction finan-
cial professionals.ASRC Energy Services’
Ron Jones is president and Alaska USA
Insurance Brokers’ Kelly Layman vice
president of the Alaska chapter.

For the 2005/2006 fiscal year the Last
Frontier Chapter earned 102 ACMP
accomplishment points, well in excess of
the 60 points needed to gain the
Chairman’s Excellence Award for a chap-

ter the size of the Alaska organization.
The Chairman’s Excellence Award is the
highest honor in CFMA’s annual recogni-
tion program.

The New Chapter of the Year Award
recognizes the chapter’s progress during
its first full year in existence.

CFMA has 84 chapters in the United
States, with a membership of more than
7,000.

Sister companies share booth
at Global Petroleum Show

Det-tronics shared a booth with its sis-
ter company Engineered Fire & Safety at
the Global Petroleum Show in Calgary
this past June. Engineered Fire & Safety is
the exclusive Det-tronics representative
for Alaska.

Since Calgary is home to many engi-
neering firms either bidding or conduct-

Take the history quiz: Find out what was going on in the oil patch 10 years ago. Turn to pages
17,20,25,28,33 and 38 for a peek at the Petroleum News archives.

Carlile Transportation Systems is on the move
Carlile generously donated the transportation costs for the cabinets, doors, and

windows for a new home build featured on the nationally televised program
“Extreme Makeover — Home Edition.” Hundreds of volunteers helped to build
the house for the Rogers family in North Pole.The family of 13 had been living in
a two-bedroom, one-bath home and was selected from several hundred appli-
cants.

In July, Carlile and driver Steve Faulkner were featured in another national tele-
vision program called “Dangerous Alaska” which aired on the History Channel. In
the program, Faulkner was shown maneuvering a heavy load delivery up the infa-
mous “Haul Road” from Fairbanks to Alaska’s North Slope.

The Anchorage terminal recently promoted Russ Baker to the position of LTL
manager and Mark Lewis to the position of dispatch supervisor.

Carlile said it is launching a new recruitment campaign to hire highly skilled
and qualified drivers.

“Careers @ Carlile” will use local and national advertising to fill immediate and
long-term driver positions.

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y

 C
A

R
LI

LE

In July, Carlile and driver Steve Faulkner were featured in a national television program called
“Dangerous Alaska.”
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ing engineering for many Alaska projects,
the show “provided the opportunity for
networking opportunities for our repre-
sentatives Engineered Fire & Safety and
Spartan Controls to discuss current pro-
jects,” Garry Peterson with Det-tronics
said in a news release after the mid-June
event.

During the show Det-tronics Regional
Sales Manager Garry Peterson presented
Don Maupin of Engineered Fire & Safety
in Anchorage with an Outstanding Sales
Performance award for 2005.

“Since bringing Engineered Fire &
Safety on as our local representative for
Alaska we have been successful in grow-
ing the Alaskan business and have sold
EQP solutions to Unocal,Tesoro, XTO
Energy and Chugach Electric. EFS’s local
presence and ability to provide sales and
service support for our products has
been instrumental in regaining our
foothold in Alaska as this is a critical ele-
ment required by our customers in the
Alaskan marketplace,” Peterson said.

The Global Petroleum Show attracted
more than 50,000 attendees from 85
countries and more than 1,500
exhibitors, Det-tronics said.

More than 550,000 square feet at
Stampede Park, both indoors and out-
doors, accommodated the exhibitors
showcasing their technological innova-
tions, products and services for onshore
and offshore exploration, production and
transportation.

It show also provided sessions on
strategic planning for the world’s energy
sector, from the ground to the consumer,
and is a premier networking event, Det-
tronics said.

“As Canada’s fastest growing city,
Calgary is home to the majority of
Canada’s oil and gas production compa-
nies, major pipeline operators, oilfield
service companies, equipment manufac-
turers and energy-related engineering
and consulting firms.

“Many of these companies have signif-
icant international operations which are
directed from their Calgary headquar-
ters,” Det-tronics said.

Calgary has the second largest con-
centration of employment and expertise
in the energy sector in North America.
The city is also considered one of the
most advanced centers for energy
research and innovation in the world and
the technologies developed in Calgary
for Canada’s challenging geological and
environmental conditions are deployed
globally, Det-tronics said.

ERA Aviation achieves
Medallion Shield award

The Medallion Foundation Inc., a non-
profit Alaska aviation safety organization,
has awarded its highest honor, the
Medallion Shield, to Anchorage-based Era
Aviation.Achievement of the award
involved completing
the Medallion
Foundation’s rigor-
ous programs of
safety-related train-
ing and evaluation.
The Foundation’s
standards mostly
exceed those
required by govern-
ment regulation, Era
said.

“The Medallion Shield confirms the
company’s commitment to safety, the
credibility of our employees and especial-
ly the trust of our customers,” said Era
President and CEO Paul Landis.“There
were over 80 employee interviews
throughout the Era stations that helped
validate this high award. Era is only the
third carrier in the history of the
Medallion program to be awarded the
Shield.”

According to the Medallion
Foundation, an evaluation for a Medallion

shield determines, among other things,
that the company has developed a safety
culture that holds safety as its core value;
has focused on establishing and maintain-
ing a sustained elevated level of safety
performance; has top level management
commitment to safety; and that the man-
agement commitment has a positive
impact on the company’s safety culture.

“Congratulations to Era for their hard
work and for raising the bar of safety,”
Medallion Foundation Executive Director
Jerry Dennis said.“We look forward to
working with Era to continue that level.”

Era operates scheduled and charter air
service between cities, towns and villages
in southern and western Alaska, using a
fleet of deHavilland Dash 8 and Twin
Otter aircraft.

VECO, Udelhoven named
exporters of the year

Gov. Frank Murkowski honored two
Alaska companies,VECO and Udelhoven
Oilfield System Services, with Exporter of
the Year awards in May.

The awards are based on 2005 activity,
and are accepted at the annual export
banquet organized by the Export Council
and held at the Hotel Captain Cook.

“The awards recognize the important
contribution that exporters make to our

Epoch relocates its Alaska office and warehouse
Epoch Well services Inc. has relocated its Alaska division office and ware-

house facility to a new address in Anchorage, at 301 East 92nd Ave., Suite 2,
Anchorage,Alaska 99515.This new facility represents the latest proactive effort
in Epoch’s 17-year commitment to the Alaska markets and will assist in the con-
tinuing support of the company’s statewide operations in an efficient and cus-
tomer-responsive manner, Epoch said.The company’s main phone number in
Anchorage is (907) 561 2465.

PAUL LANDIS
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state’s economy,” said Murkowski.
Lieutenant Governor Loren Leman pre-
sented the awards to company execu-
tives on behalf of the governor.

VECO provides engineering, procure-
ment, construction, project management
and operations and maintenance services
to mining, oil and gas, petrochemical,
refinery and pharmaceutical industries in
more than 30 countries.The company
was awarded a consulting contract in
2005 with Rosneft, a Russian oil compa-
ny, for a multi-billion-dollar Siberian field
development and export pipeline.

VECO also developed a new proce-
dure in 2005 to construct and design
modular buildings.The new construction
technique allowed the company to lease
a $144 million prison facility to the gov-
ernment of Barbados over a 25-year peri-
od and export a team of 20 people to
work the project.

Udelhoven Oilfield System Services
has been in business for more than 35
years, with employees in Anchorage,
Nikiski, Prudhoe Bay, Houston,Tennessee,
Louisiana, Beijing and Tbilisi, Georgia.
Alaska-based employees market the com-
pany’s services to potential overseas cus-
tomers, and are stationed overseas to sup-
port new projects.

Udelhoven continues to provide con-
struction supervision on ongoing pro-
jects in China, developing gas field quali-
ty assurance and audit programs in 2005
for Royal Dutch Shell’s Bohai Bay project.

International Trade Director Margy
Johnson stated,“These are outstanding
Alaska companies, representing the best
of our state around the world.”

Moody and Hawk group
awarded BP contract

Hawk Consultants LLC of Anchorage
and Moody International Group, based in
Houston, have won a contract to provide
agency personnel for BP’s Alaska opera-
tions.

The Moody/Hawk group will supply
professionals for BP’s projects on the
North Slope and for other Alaska initia-
tives.Terms of the agreement weren’t dis-
closed.

Principals of Hawk Consultants are
Mike Jens, Dave Norton and Maynard
Tapp.

Moody International Group is a large
technical services group that provides
construction/project management, pro-
curement control, quality assurance and
system/product certifications.

BLM’s Colleen McCarthy 
joins CH2M Hill

Colleen McCarthy has joined engineer-
ing company CH2M Hill as a senior pro-
ject manager and industrial business
development leader for the company’s
environmental services, energy and
industrial systems clients. McCarthy will
serve as the company’s primary contact
for industrial clients in Alaska, CH2M Hill
said.

McCarthy has worked in a variety of
positions at the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management over the past 10 years, most
recently as the deputy state director for
the Division of Energy and Solid
Minerals.

Prior to joining BLM McCarthy
worked as a petroleum engineer for the

U.S. Minerals Management Service in
Anchorage and as a civil engineer for the
Bureau of Reclamation in Billings, Mont.
She holds a B.S. in geological engineering
from the Montana College of Mineral
Science and Technology.

Northern Air Cargo running
new flight schedule

Anchorage-based Northern Air Cargo
is running a new flight schedule.The
changes, which were effective July 24,
reflect the growing needs of clients and
new Chief Operating Officer Dave Karp’s
commitment to customer service, the
company said.

NAC has targeted specific areas where
weather has been an issue in the past,
changing departure times to provide con-
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Intec Engineering appoints chief strategy exec
Intec Engineering, an international company specializing in the engineering

of offshore facilities and pipelines, has announced the appointment of Chris Tam
as the company’s chief strategy officer.The chief strategy officer position is new
to the company and encompasses responsibilities for the company’s global strat-
egy development, planning and implementation, with a particular emphasis on
technology.

Bruce Crager, Intec’s chief executive officer, said that
Tam’s global team will focus on “leveraging technological
strengths and pursuing opportunities for technology devel-
opment across each of the company’s six regional loca-
tions.”

Intec has offices in Houston,Texas;Woking, England;
Delft, the Netherlands; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Perth,
Australia; and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. In addition, the compa-
ny says that it is “well-positioned to address customer needs
across Europe, Russia,Africa, Southeast Asia,Australia and
the Americas.”

“Intec has always been a technology leader,” Crager said.“Chris’s elevation to
chief strategy officer underscores our continued commitment to world-class
technology growth focused on supporting our customers’ increasing challenges
in the frontier arena.”

Crager said that Intec helps its customers develop known hydrocarbon
reserves through the use of advanced technologies, including technologies such
as subsea processing, gas-to-liquids technology and improved asset management
techniques.

And Tam said that personnel with seasoned technical capabilities are needed
for a new era of frontier development.

“Quality, innovative people driven for success will get us to the next level
and help us define development solutions for our customers worldwide,”Tam
said.“Intec recognizes these demands with the creation of the CSO position.
Our global strategy is to provide an environment for cultivating individual tal-
ent, capturing lessons learned and developing new technologies for ever-more
challenging project needs.”

Tam holds a bachelor’s of science degree in civil engineering from the
University of London and a doctorate in structural engineering, also from the
University of London. He is a corporate member of the Institute of Marine
Engineers, a U.K. chartered engineer and a European engineer. He has particular
expertise in limit state design methods for deepwater pipelines.

CHRIS TAM



sistent service despite seasonal condi-
tions.The new schedule will also allow
NAC maximum utilization of their crew
and aircraft- including 3 newly purchased
737’s arriving in December.

Visit www.nacargo.com for specific
flight information.

Northland Wood Products has
several new product lines

Fairbanks-based lumber products sup-
plier Northland Wood Products has
announced some new product lines.

The company is now supplying lami-
nated bamboo products for truck and
trailer decking, and for crane and marsh
mats.The bamboo products are available

in broad widths and long lengths; they
are stronger and more stable than con-
ventional hardwoods, the Northland
Wood says.

A new line of EZStrap banding pro-
vides a rust-free alternative to steel band-
ing. Northland says that the bands meet
or exceed the strength of comparable
width steel bands and have buckle seals
with greater joint strength than steel
seals.

Northland now sells Sashco log home
products that include a complete range
of stains, chinking and restoration materi-
als for the care of log homes.

And Geodeck composite decking,
another new Northland line, enables fast
deck installation, is fade and mold resis-

tant and has a repairable grain finish.The
decking can be fitted with pneumatic
powered fasteners and comes with a 20-
year warranty, Northland says.

Alaska firm ranked best in
environmental law

The law firm of Perkins Coie said its
environment and natural resources prac-
tice has been ranked No. 1 in Alaska,
Washington and Oregon by Chambers &
Partners, publishers of Chambers USA:
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business.

The ranking is the product of exten-
sive surveys of in-house counsel and lead-
ing law firm partners, Perkins Coie said.

Eric Fjelstad from the firm’s
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Alaska ships ranked top three by NOAA
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has

praised three Alaska ships, the Arctic Sun, the Polar Eagle and the
Horizon Anchorage and their crews for their outstanding contri-
bution of thousands of manual marine weather observations to
aid NOAA’s marine weather forecasts in 2005.The ship’s partici-
pation is part of a voluntary international program run by NOAA
in the United States.

The first place crew of the Artic Sun set a new ship’s record,
taking 3,417 manual weather observations, a 59 percent
increase from the previous year. The crew of the Polar Eagle
took 2,620 observations, also a new ship’s record and a 17 per-
cent increase from the 2004 stats.The crew from the Horizon
Anchorage took 2,392 manual observations in 2005, a new
ship’s record and an 81 percent increase from the previous year.

“These are phenomenal achievements requiring a great deal
of extra effort that is uncommon with voluntary observation
programs,”said Larry Hubble,port meteorological officer at the
Alaska Regional Headquarters of the NOAA’s National Weather
Service.

Both the Arctic Sun and the Polar Eagle are liquefied natural
gas tankers,owned jointly by ConocoPhillips and Marathon Oil
Co.The Horizon Anchorage is a cargo ship owned and operated

by Horizon Lines.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is an

agency of the U.S.Department of Commerce, and is dedicated
to enhancing economic security and national safety through the
prediction and research of weather and climate related events
while providing environmental stewardship of our nation’s
coastal and marine resources.

The first place crew of the Artic Sun set a new ship’s record, taking 3,417 man-
ual weather observations, a 59 percent increase from the previous year.

The crew of the Polar Eagle took 2,620 observations, also a new ship’s record
and a 17 percent increase from the 2004 stats.

The crew from the Horizon Anchorage took 2,392 manual observations in
2005, a new ship’s record and an 81 percent increase from the previous year.
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Anchorage office was also recognized by
Chambers & Partners as a top lawyer in
environmental, resources and regulated
industries law.

Rain for Rent has new
instrumentation products

Tank, pump, pipe and filtration equip-
ment supplier Rain for Rent is announc-
ing two new products, the Alarm Agent
Wireless Terminal Unit and the AnDRU
Box, an analog data responding unit.

The Alarm Agent monitors pumps,
tank levels and filtration equipment 24
hours a day, seven days a week.The
remote terminal unit has a totally wire-
less Web-based communication system
that alerts personnel via cell phone, e-
mail, text message or pager.The Alarm
Agent works with a variety of flow, pres-
sure, level and other sensors and is pow-
ered by a 12-24 VDC or by solar panel
with a 24-hour back up battery.

The Analog Data Responding Unit,
AnDRU Box, is specifically designed to
control pumps and alarms based on a
4~20 mA analog input.The most basic
model is designed to control three
pumps, but can be expanded to control
more units and works with a variety of
flow, pressure, level and other sensors.
The unit is set up to send signals to start
equipment or trigger telemetry alarms, in
outdoor environments, operating off of a
120 VAC.

The Alarm Agent and AnDRU Box are
two of many instrumentation rental prod-
ucts available exclusively through Rain
For Rent. For more information please
call (800) 742-7246.

Residential Mortgage
addresses individual needs

Anchorage-based Residential Mortgage
LLC makes it a top priority to provide a
wide range of mortgage products to
Alaskans, focusing particularly on individ-
ual borrower’s needs. In addition to the
standard 15 and 30 year fixed rate mort-
gages, they can put together plans that
offer adjustable rates, flexible time spans,
and interest only options. Residential
Mortgage also offers the less common 40-
year mortgage, with talks of 50-year
amortizations in the future.

The firm specializes in combination
mortgages for low-income borrowers,
those wishing to avoid mortgage insur-
ance, equity extraction, and single close

construction to permanent loans for
those building new homes.

No matter what the situation requires,
Residential Mortgage says it dedicates
itself to serving specific client needs.

For more information call
1.888.357.2707 or in Anchorage area call
222-8886.

Alaska Railroad to issue 
tax-exempt bonds 

The Alaska Railroad Corp. agreed to
issue tax-exempt bonds in August to
finance rail transportation projects in the
state.

The Alaska Legislature voted unani-
mously last spring to allow the state-
owned railroad to issue up to $165 mil-
lion in tax-exempt bonds backed by
Federal Transit Administration formula
funds that the railroad receives annually.

The railroad decided to issue $76 mil-
lion in the tax-exempt securities this
year, with the remaining $89 million of
debt to be issued in 2009 and 2012.

“For the first time, the Alaska Railroad
Corp. will issue bonds allowing us to
accelerate our ambitious capital improve-
ment program,” former Gov. Bill Sheffield
said in a statement Aug. 3. Sheffield chairs
the railroad’s board of directors, which is
required to approve each bond issue and
related projects.

Alaska Railroad President and CEO Pat
Gamble said tax-exempt bonds will
enable the railroad to improve safety and
increase capacity.

While refurbishing the mainline track
between Anchorage and Fairbanks is the
primary project of the program, some of
the bond proceeds will pay for technolo-
gy upgrades and more passenger equip-
ment.

Schumberger debuts wireline
fluid sampling technology

Schlumberger has announced the
commercial availability of its new wire-
line fluid sampling technology.
Trademarked as Quicksilver Probe, the
equipment collects formation fluids in a
central probe while separating contami-
nated fluids in the probe’s annular
perimeter.The pure reservoir fluid then
passes up one flow line, while the conta-
minated fluids pass up a second flow
line.

The result is the collection of near-
pure fluid samples in a fraction of the

time taken using conventional sampling
techniques, Schlumberger says.

“A new generation of sampling tech-
nology has been launched that will
change the future of downhole sam-
pling,” said Kåre Otto Eriksen, special
advisor on formation sampling, Statoil.
“Close to zero contamination sampling is
not only important for general fluid
analysis, it is also a significant step
toward achieving the goal of doing high-
quality downhole fluid measurements
without being affected by mud filtrate
contamination.”

Tests of the technology in areas such
as the Gulf of Mexico, the North Sea,
Nigeria and India have proved successful,
Schlumberger says.The company cites
one test on the Norwegian continental
shelf where conventional sampling of for-
mation water resulted in a contamination
level of 8 percent after two hours of
pumping. It said a Quicksilver Probe sam-
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Lounsbury’s Campfield
passes PE exam

Mike Campfield, project engineer
with Lounsbury & Associates,
recently passed the State of Alaska
professional engineer exam, an
industry certifi-
cation for engi-
neers, archi-
tects, land sur-
veyors and
landscape archi-
tects.

Campfield
joined the firm
in 2003 and
specializes in
civil and envi-
ronmental engineering that includes
site, road and utility design, and
hydrology and pollution control.

He has worked on projects such
as the site and utility design for
Wasilla Alaska Sales and Service,
Palmer Urban Revitalization and var-
ious road and facility improvement
projects in the Mat-Su Borough, the
Ambler Sewage Lagoon Road and
the P.O.B. Montgomery Retail Center
in Fairbanks.

Lounsbury, the oldest surveying
and engineering firm in Alaska, pro-
vides professional surveying, engi-
neering, planning and project man-
agement services statewide.

MIKE CAMPFIELD



pling operation at the same depth result-
ed in zero contamination over the same
time period.

“This is the first time in sampling his-
tory it has been possible to collect forma-
tion fluid samples downhole that have
the purity required for PVT analysis in
situ or subsequently on surface,” said
Charles Woodburn, president,Wireline,
Schlumberger.“Faster, more representa-
tive sampling cuts costs while delivering
our customers more accurate reservoir
information for optimizing completion,
production and, in exploration phases,
possible topsides design.”

—Alan Bailey

Schlumberger buys
geomechanics firm TerraTek

Schlumberger Ltd. has added a new
firm to its Schlumberger Data &
Consulting Services.

TerraTek, with 80 employees in its Salt
Lake City office, will become the
Geomechanics Laboratory Center of
Excellence for the Schlumberger sub-
sidiary.Terms of the deal weren’t dis-
closed.

The new center will provide rock
mechanics evaluations, analysis of uncon-
ventional gas reservoirs, log-to-core inte-
gration, and performance testing for
large-scale drillings and completions.

“By integrating their knowledge of
applied geomechanics core evaluation
with our expertise in petrophysics and
geomechanics, we will enhance the value
of our services, particularly in the uncon-
ventional gas reservoirs that will produce
a greater proportion of future world sup-
ply,” said Chris Hopkins, president of the
data and consulting services arm of
Schlumberger.

Geomechanics analysis adds to a
driller’s understanding of the behavior of
hydrocarbon reservoir rocks as they
undergo the mechanical changes associ-
ated with drilling and production.

Sidney Green is the current chief
executive officer of TerraTek.

Schlumberger partners with BT
for communications network

Schlumberger and British
Telecommunications PLC announced
April 10 that they have formed an
alliance in which BT will manage and
operate Schlumberger’s global communi-
cations network spanning 18 countries.

BT will also jointly develop with
Schlumberger new network solutions for
the exploration and production industry.

Schlumberger is a major oilfield ser-
vices company that operates in more
than 80 countries.The company’s ser-
vices include formation evaluation, well
services, information technology services
and information management.An effec-
tive network infrastructure underpins the
timely delivery of business critical com-
puter applications and services to
upstream exploration and production
companies, the company said.

“Schlumberger is committed to deliv-
ering the digital oilfield, so the industry
can achieve enhanced operational effi-
ciencies,” said Olivier Le Peuch, president
of Schlumberger Information Solutions.
“This agreement will expand our capabil-
ity to provide end-to-end connectivity
solutions and is a logical next step
towards the introduction of innovative
services that support interactive opera-
tions including real-time production and
drilling.”

BT provides communications solu-
tions and services in more than 160
countries.The company’s main services
include networked information technolo-
gy services; local, national and interna-
tional telecommunications services; and
broadband and Internet products and ser-
vices.

“We are delighted to support
Schlumberger’s mission critical E&P busi-
ness network and augment it with a glob-
al networked information technology
solution,” said Andy Green, CEO of BT
Global Services.“We are committed to
building on the access this provides to
key remote global locations and to invest-
ing in the partnership as part of our 21st
century network program.”

Rain for Rent launches SWAT
services division

Rain for Rent said in late July that it
has formed a SWAT services division spe-
cializing in bypass protocol and design
for all types of bypasses and diversions.
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Marsh Creek becomes Rolls-Royce adviser in Alaska
Rolls-Royce has appointed Marsh Creek LLC as the company’s commercial

adviser in Alaska.
Marsh Creek is an Alaska Native corporation, jointly owned by Kaktovik

Inupiat Corp. and Fairweather.The company provides environmental, construc-
tion and technical services.

Rolls-Royce has for several decades supplied highly reliable turbines and com-
pressors for the Alaska oil and gas industry, Marsh Creek said.

“Marsh Creek brings a multidiscipline approach to Alaska market that compli-
ments the Rolls-Royce offering,” said Jeff Daun, regional manager for Rolls-Royce.
“They can serve as our first point of contact for emergency and technical
requirements.We anticipate a strong and productive relationship.”

Marsh Creek’s Anchorage office is located at 2000 East 88th Ave., Suite 200,
Anchorage,Alaska 99507. Phone: (907) 258-0050.

Marsh Creek is an Alaska Native corporation, jointly owned by Kaktovik Inupiat Corp. and
Fairweather. The company provides environmental, construction and technical services.
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SWAT stands for Sewer Water “A”Team.
The company said SWAT’s profession-

ally trained staff and Rain for Rent’s 73
years of liquid handling knowledge and
expertise can handle all types of sewer
and fresh water bypasses.

“Rain for Rent’s SWAT experts have
been specially trained and strategically
deployed across the nation to design,
install, supervise and complete large
pumping and filtration projects.
Successful projects include systems capa-
ble of 200 MGD, flood response, and all
types of general industrial and filtration
projects,” Rain for Rent said in a July 28
press release.

“The SWAT service division is a hands-
on extension of Rain for Rent’s Complete
Solutions…Proven Results liquid han-
dling program,” the company said.

SWAT is supported by Rain for Rent’s
engineering department and 54 nation-
wide locations.

For more information call (800) 742-
7246 or visit online at rainforrent.com.

U.S. Bearings hosts customer
appreciation day Aug. 25

The Anchorage branch of U.S. Bearings
and Drives will be hosting an apprecia-
tion event for their current customers on
Friday Aug. 25 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
its facility at 611 E. International Airport
Road.There will be door prizes and grab
bags, as well as a complimentary bar-
beque and beverages.

The event will provide an opportunity
to meet company staff and to tour the
company’s warehouse. In addition, there
will be five product vendors and two
freight vendors present to provide prod-
uct demonstrations and answer ques-
tions.

Important! If you would like to attend
please RSVP to (907) 563-3000.

Looking for a house sitter who
doubles as a pet sitter?

Flo Wright has started a house sitting
business in Anchorage called The Wright
Touch.

Wright has decided to combine her
experience as a pet groomer and person-
al shopper to become a house sitter for
people with, or without, pets.

Her prices, she said, are competitive
with what a kennel charges for a cat or
dog — $75 per week for basic house sit-
ting and an extra $25-50 per week,

depending on the number, size and type
of pets and the situation. Light house
cleaning is $25 per hour; personal shop-
ping and vet visits $15 per hour. Mileage
is extra.

“Pets do much better if they are
allowed to stay in their own environ-
ment when their owners leave town.

They can feel abandoned in a kennel,”
Wright said.

“When I take care of pets while their
owners are out of town I do everything
from giving them medication, to walking
them, to rubbing their ears. Just spend-
ing time with them is important,” she
said.

And she takes all the time needed
when she’s grooming a pet.

“Most groomers are on a time sched-
ule that doesn’t allow them to spend
extra time with an animal who is shy or
has had a bad grooming experience. I
take the time,”Wright said.

She’ll do what it takes for you to
come home to a happy pet and well-
cared for home.

For references and more information
contact Flo Wright in Anchorage at (907)
222-0313.
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Security Aviation expands services, relocates
Anchorage-based Security Aviation has relocated to 6121 South Airpark Place

and has partnered with Alaska Regional Hospital to provide LifeFlight air ambu-
lance services throughout Alaska and the Lower 48, Security said in a July press
release.

Security Aviation, which identifies
itself as the state’s premier Part 135
on-demand air charter company and
the largest multi-engine on-demand air
charter service in Anchorage, is in its
twenty-first year of accident-free fly-
ing.

Alaska Regional Hospital is the
state’s second largest healthcare facili-
ty, specializing in cardiovascular, ortho-
pedic and surgical service and has pro-
vided critical care aeromedical ser-
vices throughout Alaska since 1985.

Security Aviation began providing hospital transport in 1986 with Alaska
Regional Hospital’s predecessor, Humana Hospital-Alaska.

LifeFlight utilizes Security’s Cessna 550 Citation to provide this service, which
operates on gravel airstrips, is pressurized and can travel over 400 miles per
hour.The company says the aircraft “is uniquely suited for the Alaskan environ-
ment thus providing the patient the most expedient mode of transportation
available.”

The plane, owned and operated by Security Aviation and staffed with Alaska
Regional’s flight nurses and paramedics, is on call 24 hours a day.

As a result of this expansion, Security Aviation relocated to a newly remodeled
facility in South Airpark, previously occupied by F.S.Air Service.

The new location has a larger hangar and office, as well as customer lobby
space to accommodate this expansion and future expansions.

All Security Aviation’s air charter operations will operate from the South Park
facility.

LifeFlight is the only hospital-based program in the United States to offer ser-
vices directly to the emergency room doors, Security Aviation said.
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Want to get in this directory?

If you do business in Alaska and/or
northern Canada's oil and gas industry and
would like to be part of Petroleum News'
quarterly Petroleum Directory, please call
or email Amy Spittler for details at:

Telephone: 907-770-3506
Email: aspittler@PetroleumNews.com
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STEELFAB employees ease a 25,000-pound steel inner flow-
back tank back into its 75,000-pound outer shell after being water
pressure tested for leaks. Fabricated for use at the Greater
Kuparuk Area field on Alaska’s North Slope, the 100,000 pound,
double-walled tank is a new design that holds any potential spills
and eliminates the need for building onsite containment dams,
according to STEELFAB. The flow-back tanks are additionally cov-
ered with corrosion resistant coatings. Used as liquid container
during daily well production activities, the double-walled tank is
part of a six tank,$1.2 million order with STEELFAB. The tanks
also contain gas vents,handrails and interior ladders for easy clean-
out.All six tanks are fabricated using the superior submerged arc
welding process in Anchorage by STEELFAB,a locally-owned steel
fabricator.

STEELFAB fabricates massive 
double-walled tank for Kuparuk

Photos courtesy 
of STEELFAB
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